National Park Service Denali National Park and Preserve
U.S. Department of the Interior Date: 08/28/2020

Categorical Exclusion Documentation Form (CE Form)

Project: Install Wildlife Fence around Kennels - 2020 redesign
PEPC Project Number: 95976
Description of Action (Project Description):

After several incidents with moose interacting aggressively with dogs in the dogyard and evolving standards of
safe sled dog kennel operation it is recommended that a moose proof fence be installed around the historic
kennels dogyard to keep potentially hazardous wildlife (or people) out.

Fencing the perimeter of the dogyard is the preferred solution for the following reasons:

« Ease of installation of fencing « 4 Easy-to-move gates across pathways/ sled trails allow multiple points of ingress
and egress during work hours and emergencies + Moose can move easily around perimeter and should have no
reason to enter fenced area. In rare case of entrapment, gates are wide and placed in corners so that moose will
have space and visuals to exit + Minimal vegetation inside fenced areas to tempt moose * Dogs retain ability to
socialize and play with each other on tethers as opposed to separating into all individual pens ¢« Visitors and staff
can still interact with dogs inside fenced enclosure, staff can easily close off walkways to the public to prevent
human/dog interaction « Visitors will walk through open areas of the dogyard with no bottlenecks

Additionally, this fence configuration is in keeping with the historic character of the kennels.

To ensure the work conforms to the historic character of the kennels and meets other project needs, construction
specifications include:

« Use 5"-6" wooden log vertical support posts. « Use 6" vertical fencing ontwo new fenced areas, not chain link,
to reduce visual impact of additional fencing onarea. »+ New fence height can match existing pens (~7 feet tall) to
keep consistent appearance. * Gates that meet ADA width requirements and accommodate kennels staff, dog
walker, and summer crowd flow safely.

This project will also involve brushing around the kennels fence perimeter to reduce vegetation that is attractive
to moose and to further improve the safety of the kennels operation. Brushing will be consistent with the Routine
brushing and clearing around buildings and facilities programmatic approval described in PEPC# 73818 and the
Hazardous Vegetative Fuel Treatment Plan, PEPC# 49928.

Outdoor lightingand a webcam at the kennels may be installed and upgraded concurrently with fence installation.
If installed, the exterior lighting will follow the recommendations of the Historic District CLR and will address
dark night sky issues. Assessments will be made over winter 2020-2021 to determine if the two existing lightpoles
are adequate, or if one additional poleis needed in the western end of the yard. The web cam would be small (less
than 6" diameter), mounted on the new fenced area, and would be painted to match the fencing; it would be
mounted in such a way as to minimize its appearance. Electrical outlets or water spigots, if moved or constructed,
will follow the recommendations of the CLR.

Project Locations:

Location
County: Denali Borough State: AK




There are no required mitigations identified.

CE Citation: C.17 Construction of fencing enclosures or boundary fencing posing no effect on wildlife
migrations.

CE Justification:

This project will install a fence enclosing the Denali park Kennels operation in order to separate the park sled
dogs from wildlife and unattended visitors. This fence is not anticipated to have an effect on wildlife migrations or
other wide-scale movements.

Decision: | find that the action fits within the categorical exclusion above. Therefore, | am categorically
excluding the described project from further NEPA analysis. No extraordinary circumstances apply.
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Extraordinary Circumstances:

If implemented, would the proposal...

Yes/No

Notes

A. Have significant impacts on public health or safety?

No

This project will
improve the safety of
the park Kennels
operation.

B. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and uniquegeographic
characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation, or refuge lands;
wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal
drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990);
floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and
other ecologically significant or critical areas?

No

C. Have highly controversial environmental effects or involveunresolved conflicts
concerning alternative uses of available resources (NEPA section 102(2)(E))?

No

D. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or
involveunique or unknown environmental risks?

No

E. Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about
future actions with potentially significant environmental effects?

No

F. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant, but
cumulatively significant, environmental effects?

No

G. Have significant impacts on properties listed or eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places, as determined by either the bureau or office?

No

H. Have significant impacts on species listed or proposed to be listed onthe List of
Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated
Critical Habitat for these species?

No

I. Violate a federal, state, local or tribal law or requirement imposed for the
protection of the environment?

No

]J. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect onlow income or minority
populations (EO 12898)?

No

K. Limitaccess to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on federal lands by
Indian religious practitioners or adversely affect the physical integrity of such
sacred sites (EO 130007)?

No

L. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxiousweeds
or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may
promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species
(Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112)?

No
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