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High Tide
Check tide tables before walking on
beaches. Rising water can trap you 
against a cliff with no possibility of 
escape.

Heavy Surf
The pounding surf, rip currents, and 
severe undertow are treacherous, 
especially at McClures Beach, Kehoe 
Beach, and Point Reyes Beaches North 
and South. Stay away from the water.

Steep Cliffs
The cliffs above Wildcat Beach and
in the Alamere Falls area are likely to 
crumble and slide. Climbing on them or 
walking near the edge invites catastrophe.
Because of falling rocks, walking immediately
below cliffs is dangerous. Keep away!

Steep Cliffs
The cliffs of the Point Reyes and Chimney Rock 
Headlands are likely to crumble and slide. Climbing 
on them or walking near the edge invites 
catastrophe. Because of falling rocks, walking 
below cliffs is dangerous. Keep away!

Steep Cliffs
The cliffs of Tomales Point 
are likely to crumble and 
slide. Climbing on them or 
walking near the edge invites 
catastrophe. Because of falling 
rocks, walking below cliffs is 
dangerous. Keep away!
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Point Reyes National Seashore

Mission of the National Park Service
The National Park Service (NPS) preserves unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and 
values of the national park system for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and 
future generations. The National Park Service cooperates with partners to extend the benefits 
of natural and cultural resource conservation and outdoor recreation throughout this country 
and the world.

The NPS core values are a framework in which the National Park Service accomplishes its 
mission. They express the manner in which, both individually and collectively, the National 
Park Service pursues its mission. The NPS core values are:

· Shared stewardship: We share a commitment to resource stewardship with the global 
preservation community.

· Excellence: We strive continually to learn and improve so that we may achieve the 
highest ideals of public service.

· Integrity: We deal honestly and fairly with the public and one another.

· Tradition: We are proud of it; we learn from it; we are not bound by it.

· Respect: We embrace each other’s differences so that we may enrich the well-being 
of everyone.

The National Park Service is a bureau within the Department of the Interior. While numerous 
national park system units were created prior to 1916, it was not until August 25, 1916, that 
President Woodrow Wilson signed the National Park Service Organic Act formally establishing 
the National Park Service.

The national park system continues to grow and comprises more than 400 park units 
covering more than 84 million acres in every state, the District of Columbia, American 
Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. These units include, but are not limited 
to, national parks, monuments, battlefields, military parks, historical parks, historic sites, 
lakeshores, seashores, recreation areas, scenic rivers and trails, and the White House. The 
variety and diversity of park units throughout the nation require a strong commitment to 
resource stewardship and management to ensure both the protection and enjoyment of these 
resources for future generations.

The arrowhead was authorized as the 
official National Park Service emblem 

by the Secretary of the Interior on 
July 20, 1951. The sequoia tree and 

bison represent vegetation and wildlife, 
the mountains and water represent 

scenic and recreational values, and the 
arrowhead represents historical and 

archeological values.
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Foundation Document

Introduction
Every unit of the national park system will have a foundational document to provide 
basic guidance for planning and management decisions—a foundation for planning and 
management. The core components of a foundation document include a brief description 
of the park as well as the park’s purpose, significance, fundamental resources and values, 
and interpretive themes. The foundation document also includes special mandates and 
administrative commitments, an assessment of planning and data needs that identifies planning 
issues, planning products to be developed, and the associated studies and data required for 
park planning. Along with the core components, the assessment provides a focus for park 
planning activities and establishes a baseline from which planning documents are developed.

A primary benefit of developing a foundation document is the opportunity to integrate and 
coordinate all kinds and levels of planning from a single, shared understanding of what is 
most important about the park. The process of developing a foundation document begins 
with gathering and integrating information about the park. Next, this information is refined 
and focused to determine what the most important attributes of the park are. The process 
of preparing a foundation document aids park managers, staff, and the public in identifying 
and clearly stating in one document the essential information that is necessary for park 
management to consider when determining future planning efforts, outlining key planning 
issues, and protecting resources and values that are integral to park purpose and identity.

While not included in this document, a park atlas is also part of a foundation project. The 
atlas is a series of maps compiled from available geographic information system (GIS) data on 
natural and cultural resources, visitor use patterns, facilities, and other topics. It serves as a GIS-
based support tool for planning and park operations. The atlas is published as a (hard copy) 
paper product and as geospatial data for use in a web mapping environment. The park atlas for 
Point Reyes National Seashore can be accessed online at: http://insideparkatlas.nps.gov/.
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Point Reyes National Seashore

Part 1: Core Components
The core components of a foundation document include a brief description of the park, park 
purpose, significance statements, fundamental resources and values, and interpretive themes. 
These components are core because they typically do not change over time. Core components 
are expected to be used in future planning and management efforts.

Brief Description of the Park
Legislation authorizing the establishment of Point Reyes National Seashore was enacted 
on September 13, 1962 (Public Law 87-657) for the purpose of preserving “a portion of the 
diminishing seashore of the United States that remains undeveloped.” Today, this geologically 
unique peninsula encompasses more than 71,000 acres of beaches, coastal cliffs and headlands, 
marine terraces, coastal uplands, and forests and includes all tide and submerged lands to 
0.25 miles offshore. The park administers an additional 15,000 acres of the North District 
of Golden Gate National Recreation Area, including all NPS lands north of Bolinas-Fairfax 
Road, under a regional directive for management. The lands currently under NPS management 
have been acquired tract by tract over time. Within the park boundary are two no-take state 
marine reserves, three special closure areas, and three state marine conservation areas. Marine 
boundaries are shared with the Greater Farallones National Marine Sanctuary, and Cordell 
Bank National Marine Sanctuary is situated further offshore.

The park manages a diversity of land uses ranging from the almost 33,000-acre Phillip 
Burton Wilderness (Public Laws 94-544 and 94-567), which includes one of only two marine 
wilderness areas in the national park system and is one of the most accessible areas in the 
national wilderness preservation system, to active beef cattle and dairy ranching operations. 
Approximately 18,000 acres of Point Reyes National Seashore is currently under agricultural 
production within the pastoral zone. In the North District of Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area an additional 10,000 acres is currently used for grazing.
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Located near the San Francisco Bay metropolitan area’s 
population of more than 8 million people, the park hosts 
approximately 2.5 million visitors annually. Abundant 
recreational opportunities include more than 80 miles 
of undeveloped coastline, 147 miles of hiking trails, 
backcountry campgrounds, and many beautiful beaches. 
Twenty-eight threatened and endangered species are 
present within the park’s boundary. The park supports 
more than 900 plant species, about 17% of the California 
flora, and more than 490 species of birds have been 
recorded in the park, representing 52% of the species of 
avian fauna of North America. 

More than 120 archeological sites representing Coast 
Miwok history and culture have been identified within 
the park and have yielded some of the most significant 
information on American Indian history in the San 
Francisco Bay region. The park has about 400 historic 
structures including the historic Point Reyes Lighthouse 
built in 1870 and two national historic landmarks—
the Point Reyes Lifeboat Station and the Drakes Bay 
Historic and Archaeological District. The park’s 
museum collection contains more than 490,000 artifacts 
and documents. 

The human history of the Point Reyes peninsula extends to more than 5,000 years ago and 
includes the long history of the Coast Miwok people who call this place home. The sheltered 
harbor of Drakes Bay served as the scene of one of the earliest instances of European contact 
and interaction with native peoples on the west coast of the United States that is recognized in 
the Drakes Bay Historic and Archaeological District National Historic Landmark. 

The park also includes two ranching historic districts, listed in the National Register – the 
Olema Valley Dairy Ranches Historic District and the Point Reyes Peninsula Dairy Ranches 
Historic District. The ranches in these historic districts helped catapult Marin County to the 
forefront of butter and cheese production by the 1870s. The ranches in these districts convey 
a century of change in the California dairy industry, representing the evolution of dairy 
farming from the original wood frame milking barns to the concrete Grade A sanitary barns 
of the 1940s.

The unique geography of the Point Reyes peninsula, which extends more than 10 miles into 
the Pacific Ocean, also made it strategic for the placement of the Point Reyes Lighthouse and 
the primary wireless communication station in the Pacific. In 1906, Point Reyes again became 
the focus of wonder as the land shifted almost 20 feet along the San Andreas Fault. Although 
the earthquake devastated communities in the Bay Area, it also spawned new areas of geologic 
and scientific inquiry that have provided dramatic evidence for the theory of plate tectonics 
and the study of seismology. The trace of this event can be viewed today within Point Reyes 
National Seashore.

Saved from development by their inclusion in the national park system, the lands managed 
by Point Reyes National Seashore are unique not only in their assemblages of natural and 
cultural features, but also in the protection of wilderness in close proximity to a major urban 
population. This juxtaposition makes the park’s resources and recreational opportunities 
readily accessible to a large number of people and enhances the importance of the special 
qualities for which it was set aside. 
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Point Reyes National Seashore

Park Purpose
The purpose statement identifies the specific reason(s) for establishment of a particular 
park. The purpose statement for Point Reyes National Seashore was drafted through a careful 
analysis of its enabling legislation and the legislative history that influenced its development. 
Legislation authorizing the establishment of Point Reyes National Seashore was enacted on 
September 13, 1962 (see appendix A for enabling legislation and legislative acts). The purpose 
statement lays the foundation for understanding what is most important about the park.

Established for public benefit, 
recreation, and inspiration, Point 

Reyes national seashoRe preserves 
a rugged and wild coastal peninsula 
and surrounding waters, connecting 
native ecosystems, enduring human 
history, and interpretive, scientific, 

and educational opportunities.

The park administers an additional 15,000 acres of the North District of Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, including all NPS lands north of Bolinas-Fairfax Road, under a regional 
directive for management. The purpose statement for Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
was also developed through an analysis of its enabling legislation and legislative history (see the 
2017 Foundation Document, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, California).

The purpose of Golden Gate national 
RecReation aRea is to offer national 
park experiences to all, including a 
large and diverse urban population, 

while preserving and interpreting 
the outstanding natural, historic, 
scenic, and recreational values of 

the park lands.
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Park Significance
Significance statements express why a park’s resources and values are important enough to 
merit designation as a unit of the national park system. These statements are linked to the 
purpose of Point Reyes National Seashore, and are supported by data, research, and consensus. 
Statements of significance describe the distinctive nature of the park and why an area is 
important within a global, national, regional, and systemwide context. They focus on the most 
important resources and values that will assist in park planning and management.

The following significance statements have been identified for Point Reyes National Seashore. 
(Please note that the sequence of the statements does not reflect the level of significance.) 
Additional significance statements relating to lands of Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
managed by Point Reyes National Seashore can be found in the Foundation Document, Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area, California (2017).

· The Phillip Burton Wilderness at Point Reyes National Seashore, although immediately 
accessible to a large urban community, offers an extraordinary opportunity for solitude 
and unconfined recreation in untrammeled terrestrial and marine environments.

· Point Reyes National Seashore supports internationally recognized biodiversity due to 
its dynamic geology, mosaic of terrestrial and marine environments, and location at one 
of the four major coastal upwelling zones in the world. The park protects thousands of 
plant and animal species, many of which are threatened or endangered.

· The productive coastal grassland ecosystem supported by the fog-driven climate of the 
Point Reyes Peninsula was the basis for development of the area’s historic dairy and 
beef ranch tradition. 

· Representing more than 5,000 years of human history, Point Reyes National Seashore 
contains one of the most intact and well preserved landscapes of American Indian 
history and a material record of one of the earliest instances of cultural contact between 
American Indians and European explorers on the west coast of the United States. The 
Coast Miwok, federally recognized as the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria, 
maintain cultural ties to the Point Reyes Peninsula.

· The geography of the Point Reyes Peninsula, which extends almost 10 miles into the 
Pacific Ocean, both necessitated and facilitated the development of innovative maritime 
and radio communications technologies that influenced the history of the region and 
the nation.

· The geology of the Point Reyes Peninsula inspires both visitors and scientists. The 
coastal bluffs expose an intersection of sedimentary deposits rich in paleontological 
history, whereas vistas of Tomales Bay and the Olema Valley, shaped by the San Andreas 
Fault, provide an exceptional opportunity to visualize and study plate tectonics. Studies 
here have helped geologists refine our understanding of Earth’s history.

· With its proximity to the San Francisco Bay metropolitan area, the undeveloped 
scenic coastal landscapes and rich biodiversity of Point Reyes National Seashore offer 
opportunities to visitors from around the world for inspiration, recreation, education, 
and research.
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Point Reyes National Seashore

Fundamental Resources and Values
Fundamental resources and values (FRVs) are those features, systems, processes, experiences, 
stories, scenes, sounds, smells, or other attributes determined to warrant primary consideration 
during planning and management processes because they are essential to achieving the purpose 
of the park and maintaining its significance. Fundamental resources and values are closely 
related to a park’s legislative purpose and are more specific than significance statements.

Fundamental resources and values help focus planning and management efforts on what is 
truly significant about the park. One of the most important responsibilities of NPS managers 
is to ensure the conservation and public enjoyment of those qualities that are essential 
(fundamental) to achieving the purpose of the park and maintaining its significance. If 
fundamental resources and values are allowed to deteriorate, the park purpose and/or 
significance could be jeopardized.

The following fundamental resources and values have been identified for Point Reyes 
National Seashore. Additional FRV statements relating to lands of Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area managed by Point Reyes National Seashore can be found in the 2017 
Foundation Document, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, California.

· Wilderness. The Phillip Burton Wilderness comprises almost 33,000 acres of land 
and water, roughly one-third of the lands administered by the Point Reyes National 
Seashore. It is the only federally designated wilderness in the San Francisco Bay Area 
and includes one of only two marine wilderness areas in the national park system. The 
Phillip Burton Wilderness provides access to outstanding opportunities for solitude and 
inspired recreation adjacent to a large urban area.

· Scenic Coastal Landscapes. Shaped by ongoing geologic processes, the Point Reyes 
Peninsula juts 10 miles into the Pacific Ocean and encompasses more than 80 miles 
of wild beaches, dramatic cliffs, coastal grasslands, and detached coastal formations. 
Point Reyes National Seashore offers opportunities to observe and understand the 
interaction of land and sea from many perspectives, including geology, ecological 
disturbance, and climate change.
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· Marine, Estuarine, and Freshwater Environments. Natural interactions and 
connections between freshwater, estuarine, and marine systems are indicators of 
ecosystem health and examples of resilience. Protection of these environments and 
the interactions between them is important for the ecological health of intertidal 
invertebrates and fishes, pinnipeds, seabirds, shorebirds, and dune plants, among other 
species, which are threatened by rising sea levels, changes in nutrient and temperature 
regimes, oil spills, and other pressures.

· Diversity of Habitats and Native Species. In Point Reyes National Seashore the 
convergence of ecological regions at the continental margin creates a complexity of 
terrestrial and marine habitats that sustain exceptional and internationally recognized 
native biodiversity, including a wide range of rare and endemic species.

· Maritime Cultural Landscapes. Point Reyes National Seashore preserves nationally 
significant maritime sites including the Lifeboat Station and iconic Point Reyes 
Lighthouse and Marconi/Radio Corporation of America (RCA) radio stations. Together 
with dozens of shipwrecks offshore, these sites illustrate important stories of heroism 
and innovation in lifesaving, navigation, and communication technologies, including 
the first wireless communication across the Pacific Ocean in 1914.

· Continuum of Human Use. Point Reyes National Seashore preserves a landscape 
representing more than 5,000 years of American Indian history that is of outstanding 
archeological and cultural significance to the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 
and records early culture contacts between Coast Miwok and European explorers. The 
park preserves two districts (Olema Valley Dairy Ranches Historic District and Point 
Reyes Peninsula Dairy Ranches Historic District) that recognize more than 150 years of 
ranching on the Point Reyes Peninsula. 

· Opportunities for Inspiration and Recreation. A system of trails, beaches, and 
waterways in Point Reyes National Seashore provides a wide variety of year-round 
activities and coastal access just an hour’s drive from the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Activities include whale watching, hiking, kayaking, beach recreation, bird watching, 
horseback riding, backpacking, and wilderness experiences.

· Science and Learning. Science and restoration efforts throughout Point Reyes 
National Seashore lay the groundwork for educating visitors, informing management, 
and fostering stewardship. The park’s proximity to San Francisco Bay Area 
institutes, colleges, and universities enables numerous learning laboratory and 
research opportunities. 
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Point Reyes National Seashore

Interpretive Themes
Interpretive themes are often described as the key stories or concepts that visitors should 
understand after visiting a park—they define the most important ideas or concepts 
communicated to visitors about a park unit. Themes are derived from, and should reflect, park 
purpose, significance, resources, and values. The set of interpretive themes is complete when it 
provides the structure necessary for park staff to develop opportunities for visitors to explore 
and relate to all park significance statements and fundamental resources and values.

Interpretive themes are an organizational tool that reveal and clarify meaning, concepts, 
contexts, and values represented by park resources. Sound themes are accurate and reflect 
current scholarship and science. They encourage exploration of the context in which events 
or natural processes occurred and the effects of those events and processes. Interpretive 
themes go beyond a mere description of the event or process to foster multiple opportunities 
to experience and consider the park and its resources. These themes help explain why a park 
story is relevant to people who may otherwise be unaware of connections they have to an 
event, time, or place associated with the park.

The following interpretive themes have been identified 
for Point Reyes National Seashore:

· Point Reyes National Seashore and surrounding
national marine sanctuaries and national
wildlife refuges support an abundance and
diversity of species and their essential habitats
in a relatively wild, natural state. These
resources provide a benchmark for monitoring
environmental change.

· Point Reyes has attracted and supported people
for thousands of years, creating a tapestry of
stories, interactions, and experiences.

· Point Reyes National Seashore provides an
outdoor classroom and laboratory for the study 
of geological and ecological processes that will
foster greater understanding, restoration, and
caring for native ecosystems.

· Dynamic geologic processes and broad changes
occurring in part as a result of climate change are
continually defining and shaping the landscape
of Point Reyes National Seashore, creating new
challenges in its preservation, and offering new
research and interpretive opportunities.

· The land and waters of the Phillip Burton
Wilderness, an hour’s drive from downtown
San Francisco, are a sanctuary for nature and
the human spirit that supports recreation,
exploration, inspiration, and solitude and serves
as a reminder of the human connections with
this area.

Additional interpretive subthemes would be developed 
through future interpretive planning.
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Appendixes

Appendix A: Current Enabling Legislation for Point Reyes 
National Seashore from U S  Code

Page 524 TITLE 16—CONSERVATION § 459c

in, and incidental costs relating thereto, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of such sections. 

(Pub. L. 87–126, § 9, Aug. 7, 1961, 75 Stat. 293; Pub. 
L. 91–252, May 14, 1970, 84 Stat. 216; Pub. L.
98–141, § 3, Oct. 31, 1983, 97 Stat. 909.)

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Pub. L. 98–141 substituted ‘‘$42,917,575’’ for 
‘‘$33,500,000’’. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–252 substituted ‘‘$33,500,000’’ for 
‘‘$16,000,000’’. 

§ 459c. Point Reyes National Seashore; purposes;
authorization for establishment

In order to save and preserve, for purposes of
public recreation, benefit, and inspiration, a
portion of the diminishing seashore of the
United States that remains undeveloped, the
Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter referred to
as the ‘‘Secretary’’) is authorized to take appro-
priate action in the public interest toward the
establishment of the national seashore set forth
in section 459c–1 of this title.

(Pub. L. 87–657, § 1, Sept. 13, 1962, 76 Stat. 538.)

§ 459c–1. Description of area

(a) Boundary map; availability; publication in
Federal Register

The Point Reyes National Seashore shall con-
sist of the lands, waters, and submerged lands 
generally depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Bound-
ary Map, Point Reyes National Seashore’’, num-
bered 612–80,008–E and dated May 1978, plus those 
areas depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Point Reyes 
and GGNRA Amendments, dated October 25, 
1979’’. 

The map referred to in this section shall be on 
file and available for public inspection in the Of-
fices of the National Park Service, Department 
of the Interior, Washington, District of Colum-
bia. After advising the Committee on Natural 
Resources of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources of the United States Senate 
in writing, the Secretary may make minor revi-
sions of the boundaries of the Point Reyes Na-
tional Seashore when necessary by publication 
of a revised drawing or other boundary descrip-
tion in the Federal Register. 

(b) Bear Valley Ranch right-of-way

The area referred to in subsection (a) shall
also include a right-of-way to the aforesaid tract 
in the general vicinity of the northwesterly por-
tion of the property known as ‘‘Bear Valley 
Ranch’’, to be selected by the Secretary, of not 
more than four hundred feet in width, together 
with such adjoining lands as would be deprived 
of access by reason of the acquisition of such 
right-of-way. 

(Pub. L. 87–657, § 2, Sept. 13, 1962, 76 Stat. 538; 
Pub. L. 89–666, § 1(a), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 919; 
Pub. L. 93–550, title II, § 201, Dec. 26, 1974, 88 Stat. 
1744; Pub. L. 95–625, title III, § 318(a), Nov. 10, 
1978, 92 Stat. 3486; Pub. L. 96–199, title I, 
§ 101(a)(1), Mar. 5, 1980, 94 Stat. 67; Pub. L.
103–437, § 6(d)(16), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4584.)

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Natural 
Resources’’ for ‘‘Interior and Insular Affairs’’ after 
‘‘Committee on’’. 

1980—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–199 inserted ‘‘, plus those 
areas depicted on the map entitled ‘Point Reyes and 
GGNRA Amendments, dated October 25, 1979’ ’’ after 
‘‘dated May 1978’’. 

1978—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–625 substituted as a de-
scription of the area the lands generally depicted on 
Boundary Map numbered 612–80,008–E and dated May 
1978 for prior such depiction on Boundary Map num-
bered 612–80,008–B, and dated August 1974; included sub-
merged lands in the description; made the map specifi-
cally available in the Washington, District of Colum-
bia, Office; and authorized minor revisions of bound-
aries and publication thereof in the Federal Register 
after advising Congressional committees. 

1974—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93–550 substituted as a 
boundary description Boundary Map No. 612–80,008–B, 
and dated August 1974, on file in the office of the Na-
tional Park Service, Department of the Interior, for a 
boundary map designated NS–PR–7001, dated June 1, 
1960, on file with the Director of the National Park 
Service, Washington, D.C., and all measurements relat-
ing thereto. 

1966—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 89–666 inserted ‘‘to the 
aforesaid tract in the general vicinity of the northwest-
erly portion of the property known as ‘Bear Valley 
Ranch’ ’’ after ‘‘right-of-way’’, struck out ‘‘from the 
intersection of Sir Francis Drake Boulevard and 
Haggerty Gulch’’ after ‘‘aforesaid tract’’ and included 
such adjoining lands as would be deprived of access by 
reason of the right-of-way. 

§ 459c–2. Acquisition of property

(a) Authority of Secretary; manner and place;
concurrence of State owner; transfer from
Federal agency to administrative jurisdiction
of Secretary; liability of United States under
contracts contingent on appropriations

The Secretary is authorized to acquire, and it 
is the intent of Congress that he shall acquire as 
rapidly as appropriated funds become available 
for this purpose or as such acquisition can be ac-
complished by donation or with donated funds 
or by transfer, exchange, or otherwise the lands, 
waters, and other property, and improvements 
thereon and any interest therein, within the 
areas described in section 459c–1 of this title or 
which lie within the boundaries of the seashore 
as established under section 459c–4 of this title 
(hereinafter referred to as ‘‘such area’’). Any 
property, or interest therein, owned by a State 
or political subdivision thereof may be acquired 
only with the concurrence of such owner. Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, any 
Federal property located within such area may, 
with the concurrence of the agency having cus-
tody thereof, be transferred without consider-
ation to the administrative jurisdiction of the 
Secretary for use by him in carrying out the 
provisions of sections 459c to 459c–7 of this title. 
In exercising his authority to acquire property 
in accordance with the provisions of this sub-
section, the Secretary may enter into contracts 
requiring the expenditure, when appropriated, of 
funds authorized by section 459c–7 of this title, 
but the liability of the United States under any 
such contract shall be contingent on the appro-
priation of funds sufficient to fulfill the obliga-
tions thereby incurred. 

(b) Payment for acquisition; fair market value

The Secretary is authorized to pay for any ac-
quisitions which he makes by purchase under 
sections 459c to 459c–7 of this title their fair 
market value, as determined by the Secretary, 
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who may in his discretion base his determina-
tion on an independent appraisal obtained by 
him. 

(c) Exchange of property; cash equalization pay-
ments

In exercising his authority to acquire property 
by exchange, the Secretary may accept title to 
any non-Federal property located within such 
area and convey to the grantor of such property 
any federally owned property under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary within California and adja-
cent States, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law. The properties so exchanged shall be 
approximately equal in fair market value, pro-
vided that the Secretary may accept cash from 
or pay cash to the grantor in such an exchange 
in order to equalize the values of the properties 
exchanged. 

(Pub. L. 87–657, § 3, Sept. 13, 1962, 76 Stat. 539; 
Pub. L. 91–223, § 2(a), Apr. 3, 1970, 84 Stat. 90.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1970—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91–223 substituted introduc-
tory ‘‘The’’ for ‘‘Except as provided in section 459c–3 of 
this title, the’’. 

§ 459c–3. Repealed. Pub. L. 91–223, § 2(b), Apr. 3,
1970, 84 Stat. 90

Section, Pub. L. 87–657, § 4, Sept. 13, 1962, 76 Stat. 540, 
provided conditions for exercise of eminent domain 
within pastoral zone and defined ‘‘ranching and dairy-
ing purposes’’. 

§ 459c–4. Point Reyes National Seashore

(a) Establishment; notice in Federal Register

As soon as practicable after September 13,
1962, and following the acquisition by the Sec-
retary of an acreage in the area described in sec-
tion 459c–1 of this title, that is in the opinion of 
the Secretary efficiently administrable to carry 
out the purposes of sections 459c to 459c–7 of this 
title, the Secretary shall establish Point Reyes 
National Seashore by the publication of notice 
thereof in the Federal Register. 

(b) Distribution of notice and map

Such notice referred to in subsection (a) of
this section shall contain a detailed description 
of the boundaries of the seashore which shall en-
compass an area as nearly as practicable iden-
tical to the area described in section 459c–1 of 
this title. The Secretary shall forthwith after 
the date of publication of such notice in the 
Federal Register (1) send a copy of such notice, 
together with a map showing such boundaries, 
by registered or certified mail to the Governor 
of the State and to the governing body of each 
of the political subdivisions involved; (2) cause a 
copy of such notice and map to be published in 
one or more newspapers which circulate in each 
of the localities; and (3) cause a certified copy of 
such notice, a copy of such map, and a copy of 
sections 459c to 459c–7 of this title to be recorded 
at the registry of deeds for the county involved. 

(Pub. L. 87–657, § 4, formerly § 5, Sept. 13, 1962, 76 
Stat. 540; renumbered § 4, Pub. L. 91–223, § 2(c), 
Apr. 3, 1970, 84 Stat. 90.) 

AMENDED DESCRIPTION OF BOUNDARIES OF POINT 
REYES NATIONAL SEASHORE; PUBLICATION IN FED-
ERAL REGISTER 

Pub. L. 93–550, title II, § 202, Dec. 26, 1974, 88 Stat. 1744, 
provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of the Interior shall, as 
soon as practicable after the date of enactment of this 
title [Dec. 26, 1974], publish an amended description of 
the boundaries of the Point Reyes National Seashore in 
the Federal Register, and thereafter he shall take such 
action with regard to such amended description and the 
map referred to in section 201 of this title [amending 
section 459c–1 of this title] as is required in the second 
sentence of subsection (b) of section 4 of the act of Sep-
tember 13, 1962, as amended [subsec. (b) of this sec-
tion].’’ 

§ 459c–5. Owner’s reservation of right of use and
occupancy for fixed term of years or life

(a) Election of term; fair market value; termi-
nation; notification; lease of Federal lands:
restrictive covenants, offer to prior owner or
leaseholder

Except for property which the Secretary spe-
cifically determines is needed for interpretive or 
resources management purposes of the seashore, 
the owner of improved property or of agricul-
tural property on the date of its acquisition by 
the Secretary under sections 459c to 459c–7 of 
this title may, as a condition of such acquisi-
tion, retain for himself and his or her heirs and 
assigns a right of use and occupancy for a defi-
nite term of not more than twenty-five years, 
or, in lieu thereof, for a term ending at the 
death of the owner or the death of his or her 
spouse, whichever is later. The owner shall elect 
the term to be reserved. Unless the property is 
wholly or partly donated to the United States, 
the Secretary shall pay to the owner the fair 
market value of the property on the date of ac-
quisition minus the fair market value on that 
date of the right retained by the owner. A right 
retained pursuant to this section shall be sub-
ject to termination by the Secretary upon his or 
her determination that it is being exercised in a 
manner inconsistent with the purposes of sec-
tions 459c to 459c–7 of this title, and it shall ter-
minate by operation of law upon the Secretary’s 
notifying the holder of the right of such deter-
mination and tendering to him or her an amount 
equal to the fair market value of that portion of 
the right which remains unexpired. Where ap-
propriate in the discretion of the Secretary, he 
or she may lease federally owned land (or any 
interest therein) which has been acquired by the 
Secretary under sections 459c to 459c–7 of this 
title, and which was agricultural land prior to 
its acquisition. Such lease shall be subject to 
such restrictive covenants as may be necessary 
to carry out the purposes of sections 459c to 
459c–7 of this title. Any land to be leased by the 
Secretary under this section shall be offered 
first for such lease to the person who owned 
such land or was a leaseholder thereon imme-
diately before its acquisition by the United 
States. 

(b) ‘‘Improved and agricultural property’’ defined

As used in sections 459c to 459c–7 of this title,
the term ‘‘improved property’’ shall mean a pri-
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1 See References in Text note below. 

vate noncommercial dwelling, including the 
land on which it is situated, whose construction 
was begun before September 1, 1959, or, in the 
case of areas added by action of the Ninety-fifth 
Congress, May 1, 1978 or, in the case of areas 
added by action of the Ninety-sixth Congress, 
May 1, 1979, and structures accessory thereto 
(hereinafter in this subsection referred to as 
‘‘dwelling’’), together with such amount and 
locus of the property adjoining and in the same 
ownership as such dwelling as the Secretary des-
ignates to be reasonably necessary for the en-
joyment of such dwelling for the sole purpose of 
noncommercial residential use and occupancy. 
In making such designation the Secretary shall 
take into account the manner of noncommercial 
residential use and occupancy in which the 
dwelling and such adjoining property has usu-
ally been enjoyed by its owner or occupant. The 
term ‘‘agricultural property’’ as used in sections 
459c to 459c–7 of this title means lands which 
were in regular use for, or were being converted 
to agricultural, ranching, or dairying purposes 
as of May 1, 1978 or, in the case of areas added 
by action of the Ninety-sixth Congress, May 1, 
1979, together with residential and other struc-
tures related to the above uses of the property 
that were in existence or under construction as 
of May 1, 1978. 

(c) Payment deferral; scheduling; interest rate

In acquiring those lands authorized by the
Ninety-fifth Congress for the purposes of sec-
tions 459c to 459c–7 of this title, the Secretary 
may, when agreed upon by the landowner in-
volved, defer payment or schedule payments 
over a period of ten years and pay interest on 
the unpaid balance at a rate not exceeding that 
paid by the Treasury of the United States for 
borrowing purposes. 

(d) Lands donated by State of California

The Secretary is authorized to accept and
manage in accordance with sections 459c to 
459c–7 of this title, any lands and improvements 
within or adjacent to the seashore which are do-
nated by the State of California or its political 
subdivisions. He is directed to accept any such 
lands offered for donation which comprise the 
Tomales Bay State Park, or lie between said 
park and Fish Hatchery Creek. The boundaries 
of the seashore shall be changed to include any 
such donated lands. 

(e) Fee or admission charge prohibited

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
no fee or admission charge may be levied for ad-
mission of the general public to the seashore. 

(Pub. L. 87–657, § 5, formerly § 6, Sept. 13, 1962, 76 
Stat. 541; renumbered § 5, Pub. L. 91–223, § 2(c), 
Apr. 3, 1970, 84 Stat. 90; amended Pub. L. 95–625, 
title III, § 318(b)–(d), Nov. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 3487; 
Pub. L. 96–199, title I, § 101(a)(2)–(4), Mar. 5, 1980, 
94 Stat. 67.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–199, § 101(a)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘Except for property which the Secretary spe-
cifically determines is needed for interpretive or re-
sources management purposes of the seashore, the’’ for 
‘‘The’’ in first sentence. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96–199, § 101(a)(3), inserted ‘‘or, in 
the case of areas inserted by action of the Ninety-sixth 

Congress, May 1, 1979,’’ after ‘‘May 1, 1978’’ and ‘‘that 
were in existence or under construction as of May 1, 
1978’’ after ‘‘related to the above uses of the property’’. 

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 96–199, § 101(a)(4), added sub-
secs. (d) and (e). 

1978—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–625, § 318(b), extended pro-
vision to agricultural property; provided for: retention 
rights of heirs and assigns, retention rights for term of 
twenty-five years or for term ending with death of 
owner or spouse, whichever was later, as elected by 
owner, which provision previously authorized retention 
for term of fifty years, termination of right of reten-
tion and notice thereof, and for lease of federally owned 
lands, subject to restrictive covenants, with first offer 
to prior owner or leaseholder; and included clause re-
lating to donation of property to the United States. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–625, § 318(c), defined ‘‘improved 
property’’ to include private dwelling, the construction 
of which was begun, in the case of areas added by ac-
tion of the Ninety-fifth Congress, October 1, 1978, and 
included definition of ‘‘agricultural property’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 95–625, § 318(d), added subsec. (c). 

§ 459c–6. Administration of property

(a) Protection, restoration, and preservation of
natural environment

Except as otherwise provided in sections 459c 
to 459c–7 of this title, the property acquired by 
the Secretary under such sections shall be ad-
ministered by the Secretary without impair-
ment of its natural values, in a manner which 
provides for such recreational, educational, his-
toric preservation, interpretation, and scientific 
research opportunities as are consistent with, 
based upon, and supportive of the maximum pro-
tection, restoration, and preservation of the 
natural environment within the area, subject to 
the provisions of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to es-
tablish a National Park Service, and for other 
purposes’’, approved August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 
535),1 as amended and supplemented, and in ac-
cordance with other laws of general application 
relating to the national park system as defined 
by the Act of August 8, 1953 (67 Stat. 496),1 ex-
cept that authority otherwise available to the 
Secretary for the conservation and management 
of natural resources may be utilized to the ex-
tent he finds such authority will further the 
purposes of sections 459c to 459c–7 of this title. 

(b) Hunting and fishing regulations

The Secretary may permit hunting and fishing
on lands and waters under his jurisdiction with-
in the seashore in such areas and under such 
regulations as he may prescribe during open sea-
sons prescribed by applicable local, State, and 
Federal law. The Secretary shall consult with 
officials of the State of California and any polit-
ical subdivision thereof who have jurisdiction of 
hunting and fishing prior to the issuance of any 
such regulations, and the Secretary is author-
ized to enter into cooperative agreements with 
such officials regarding such hunting and fishing 
as he may deem desirable. 

(Pub. L. 87–657, § 6, formerly § 7, Sept. 13, 1962, 76 
Stat. 541; renumbered § 6, Pub. L. 91–223, § 2(c), 
Apr. 3, 1970, 84 Stat. 90; amended Pub. L. 94–544, 
§ 4(a), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2515; Pub. L. 94–567,
§ 7(a), Oct. 20, 1976, 90 Stat. 2695.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act entitled ‘‘An Act to establish a National 
Park Service, and for other purposes’’, approved August 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), referred to in subsec. (a), is act 
Aug. 25, 1916, ch. 408, 39 Stat. 535, known as the Na-
tional Park Service Organic Act, which enacted sec-
tions 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this title and provisions set out 
as a note under section 100101 of Title 54, National Park 
Service and Related Programs. Sections 1 to 4 of the 
Act were repealed and restated as section 1865(a) of 
Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure, and section 
100101(a), chapter 1003, and sections 100751(a), 100752, 
100753, and 102101 of Title 54 by Pub. L. 113–287, §§ 3, 
4(a)(1), 7, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3094, 3260, 3272. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Tables. For disposition of former sections of this title, 
see Disposition Table preceding section 100101 of Title 
54. 

The Act of August 8, 1953 (67 Stat. 496), referred to in 
subsec. (a), is act Aug. 8, 1953, ch. 384, 67 Stat. 496, 
which enacted sections 1b to 1d of this title. The Act, 
except for section 1(3), was repealed and restated in sec-
tions 100501, 100755, 100901, 101901, 102711, and 103102 of 
Title 54, National Park Service and Related Programs, 
by Pub. L. 113–287, §§ 3, 7, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3094, 
3272. Section 1(3) of the Act was transferred and is set 
out as a note under section 407a of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 
For disposition of former sections of this title, see Dis-
position Table preceding section 100101 of Title 54. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–544 and Pub. L. 94–567 
made substantially identical amendments by inserting 
provision which directed the Secretary to administer 
the property acquired in such a manner so as to provide 
recreational, educational, historic preservation, inter-
pretation, and scientific research opportunities consist-
ent with the maximum protection, restoration, and 
preservation of the environment. 

§ 459c–6a. The Clem Miller Environmental Edu-
cation Center; designation

The Secretary shall designate the principal
environmental education center within the sea-
shore as ‘‘The Clem Miller Environmental Edu-
cation Center’’, in commemoration of the vision
and leadership which the late Representative
Clem Miller gave to the creation and protection
of Point Reyes National Seashore.

(Pub. L. 87–657, § 7, as added Pub. L. 94–544, § 4(b),
Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2515, and Pub. L. 94–567,
§ 7(b), Oct. 20, 1976, 90 Stat. 2695.)

CODIFICATION 

Section 4(b) of Pub. L. 94–544 and section 7(b) of Pub. 
L. 94–567 enacted identical sections.

§ 459c–6b. Cooperation with utilities district;
land use and occupancy; terms and condi-
tions 

The Secretary shall cooperate with the 
Bolinas Public Utilities District to protect and 
enhance the watershed values within the sea-
shore. The Secretary may, at his or her discre-
tion, permit the use and occupancy of lands 
added to the seashore by action of the Ninety- 
fifth Congress by the utilities district for water 
supply purposes, subject to such terms and con-
ditions as the Secretary deems are consistent 
with the purposes of sections 459c to 459c–7 of 
this title. 

(Pub. L. 87–657, § 8, as added Pub. L. 95–625, title 
III, § 318(e), Nov. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 3487.) 

§ 459c–7. Authorization of appropriations; restric-
tion on use of land

There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out the pro-
visions of sections 459c to 459c–7 of this title, ex-
cept that no more than $57,500,000 shall be appro-
priated for the acquisition of land and waters
and improvements thereon, and interests there-
in, and incidental costs relating thereto, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of such sections:
Provided, That no freehold, leasehold, or lesser
interest in any lands hereafter acquired within
the boundaries of the Point Reyes National Sea-
shore shall be conveyed for residential or com-
mercial purposes except for public accommoda-
tions, facilities, and services provided pursuant
to the Act of October 9, 1965 (Public Law 89–249;
79 Stat. 969).1 In addition to the sums heretofore
authorized by this section, there is further au-
thorized to be appropriated $5,000,000 for the ac-
quisition of lands or interests therein.

(Pub. L. 87–657, § 9, formerly § 8, Sept. 13, 1962, 76
Stat. 541; Pub. L. 89–666, § 1(b), Oct. 15, 1966, 80
Stat. 919; renumbered § 7 and amended Pub. L.
91–223, §§ 1, 2(c), Apr. 3, 1970, 84 Stat. 90; renum-
bered § 8, Pub. L. 94–544, § 4(b), Oct. 18, 1976, 90
Stat. 2515; renumbered § 8, Pub. L. 94–567, § 7(b),
Oct. 20, 1976, 90 Stat. 2695; renumbered § 9, Pub.
L. 95–625, title III, § 318(e), Nov. 10, 1978, 92 Stat.
3487; amended Pub. L. 95–625, title III, § 318(f), as
added Pub. L. 96–199, title I, § 101(a)(5), Mar. 5,
1980, 94 Stat. 67.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act of October 9, 1965, referred to in text, is Pub. 
L. 89–249, Oct. 9, 1965, 79 Stat. 969, known as the Na-
tional Park System Concessions Policy Act, which en-
acted subchapter IV (§ 20 et seq.) of this chapter and
amended section 462 of this title, prior to being re-
pealed by Pub. L. 105–391, title IV, § 415(a), Nov. 13, 1998,
112 Stat. 3515.

Sums ‘‘heretofore’’ authorized by this section, re-
ferred to in text, means sums authorized by this sec-
tion prior to the enactment on Mar. 5, 1980, of Pub. L. 
96–199, which added the authorization for a $5,000,000 ap-
propriation for the acquisition of lands or interest in 
lands. 

CODIFICATION 

Section 4(b) of Pub. L. 94–544 and section 7(b) of Pub. 
L. 94–567 identically renumbered this section as section
8 of Pub. L. 87–657.

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Pub. L. 96–199 inserted provisions authorizing 
an appropriation of $5,000,000 for the acquisition of 
lands or interests therein. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–223, § 1, substituted ‘‘$57,500,000’’ for 
‘‘$19,135,000’’, restricted conveyances of any interest in 
any lands acquired after April 3, 1970, only for public 
accommodations, facilities, and services under provi-
sions for concessions in areas administered by National 
Park Service. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–666 substituted ‘‘$19,135,000’’ for 
‘‘$14,000,000’’. 

§ 459d. Padre Island National Seashore; descrip-
tion of land and waters

In order to save and preserve, for purposes of
public recreation, benefit, and inspiration, a
portion of the diminishing seashore of the
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STATE LAND GRANT, ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 1024, CHAPTER 983, JULY 9, 1965 

National Park Service B-11 
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