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The Department of the Interior

SN’ National Park Service

Wolf Trap Farm Park for the Performing Arts

Action: Record of Decision

Surmary

National Park Service (NPS) policy and Public Law 95-42
require the preparation of a general management plan for every
unit of the National Park System. A Draft General Management
Plan/Development Concept Plans/Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for #Wolf Trap Farm Park for the Performing Axrts was
released to the public in January 1997. In order to avoid
incurring the unnecessary cost of reproducing the entire DEIS
to issue a final environmental impact statement (FEIS), when
only minor changes were necessary, an abbreviated FEIS was
issued. This FEIS consisted of errata sheets which did not
alter the analysis contained in the DEIS and NPS responses to
public and agency comments. This abbreviated format is
permitted by the Council on Environmentél Quality'regulation
40 CFR 1503.4(c). The FEIS became available in May 1997.
Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and
the Council on Environmental Quality regulation (40 CEFR
1505.2), the NPS has prepared this Record of Decision to
document the outcome of this planning process. Prier to and
while formulating a range ¢f management concepts, the planning
team in conjunction with park and regional staff conducted
several public meetings and published a newsletter which

provided updates on the planning process. The DEIS analyzed
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four alternatives for management and use of the performing
arts park. All four concepts shared the objective of
promoting the performing arts at Wolf Trap, maintaining and/or
improving the high quality of the patron experience, and
ensuring that the park is a good neighbor to the surrounding

community all in an environmentally sound manner.

Decision

The NPS selected Alternative 4 (provide sufficient parking for
all patrons within the park boundaries without substantial
additional paving or structures, and improve patron services
and facilities) as the proposed action and will endeavor to
implement this plan as described belew, and in the draft and
final environmental impact statements (released on May 22,
1997, and published in the Federal Register on May 30, 1997)
for Wolf Trap Farm Park.

Froposed Action
In this action proposed by the National Park Service,
sufficient parking would be provided for all visitors within
the park boundaries without substantial additional paving or
structures. To achieve adequate parking space, approximately 3
acres of forested area (4% of the existing wooded area in the
park) would be cleared and a pertion of the adjacent grass
parking areas regraded. Along the eastern and northeastern
edges of the park, meadows are being allowed to revert to
forested areas through natural succession (approximately 4

acres). The existing peved parking areas would be repaved and
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striped to allow for maximum capacity. All grass parking would
be enhanced with lighted walkways for safe and oxderly
pedestrian passage. The pedestrian circulation of the park
would be redesigned to allow for a more organized approach to
the Filene Center and asscciated areas. The existing box
office building and ancillary buildings at the plaza would be
removed and replaced with a single-story structure that would
consolidate all patron and visitor fecused functions. A
development concept plan for the box office plaza building and
the circle drive area has been included as part of alternative
4. Although this alternative requires the reduction of some
trees and regrading hills, steps would be taken to retain the

rural feel and country character of the site.

Summary of Other Alternatives Considered

Alternative 1 (No Action)

The centinvation of current management practices, or no

‘action, alternative would continue to provide the best

possible performance experience within the existing
infrastructure. No major modifications to structures or
parking and circulation facilities would be made. Improvements
in safety, security, and routine maintenance would be
undertaken as funding became available. The park would,

however, continue to experience parking and circulation

problems, and frustrations would continue because not all cars .

arriving at many performances could be accommodated.

@005/008
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Alternative 2

Under this alternative, most parking impacts would be absorbed
on paved lots within the park boundaries. Many additional
level areas with good access to existing roads within the park
would be paved and striped for parking. Grass areas eurrently
used for parking would be paved and striped for safe and
orderly parking. A remote parking area and shuttle bus system
would also be implemented for up to 350 cars. Some areas of
the park’s country character would be sacrificed to improve
patron convenience, services, and safety, and to minimize

parking impacts on surrounding neighborhoods.

Alternative 3 _

Under this altermative, vehicles and pedestrians would bé
accommodated in safe, separate areas, and support facilities
would be upgraded to be more in concert with the Filene Center
performing arts complex. A four story parking structure would
be built onsite, and existing paved parking lots would be
improved to absorb all performance-generated parking impacts.
Grass parking would be eliminated, and a more dramatic
approach to the Filene Center would be created. The beox office
plaza area would be redesigned for patron and visitor
services, safety, and appreciation and understanding of the
performing arts. The intent would be to separate vehicular
traffiec from pedestxians, to capitalize on the country setting

and the ambience, and to reduge the visual interference of
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support facilities.

Environmentally Preferable Alternative

The environmentally preferable alternative is Alternative 4,
the proposed action. Environmentally preferable is defined
as, "the alternative that will promote the national
environmental policy as expressed in NEPA's section 101" (P.L.
91-1%90, as amended). Generally, this means the altermative
that causes the least damage to the biological and physical
environment. This term also indicates the alternative which
best protects, preserves, and enhances historic, cultural, and

natural resources.

The main components of Alternative ¢ are accommodating all
patron parking needs inside the park while retaining the
natural surfaces in the park, and upgrading patron support and
interpretation sexrvices. These improvements will allow natural
percolation of rainfall, protect water quality, maintain the
country setting, remove parking impacts to the neighborheed,
provide an increased level of safety fer patrons, and enrjich
the patron experience. In selecting the environmentally
preferable alternative and the proposed action, decision
makers often must balance one environmental value against
another and make difficult choices. Finally, the agency has to
determine if its decision is in accordance with the

Congressional policies of NEFA.
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Raticonale for Decision

Alternative 3 provides for the construction of a four story
parking structure to concentrate vehicular impacts to a
smaller portion of the park. It also called for a redesigned
Plaza and approach. Because the impacts in this alternative
are concentrated and easy to mitigate this option may appear
to be the alternative ﬁhich would most thoroughly protect park
resources and the patron experience. Hewever, it is
improbable that funding for these improvements would be
available. Also, the scale and appearance of a parking
structure at this location may diminish the country setting of
the neighborheod. Thus, Alternative 3 would not be preferable
to the proposed action. Alternative 2 would cause detrimental
environmental impacts. Rlternative 1 would not eéfectively»
resolve the parking impacts, patron sexvices, and safety

issues raised during the study.

Public comment and input from agencies and the Wolf Trap
Foundation assisted in the decision to select Alternative 4.
Careful consideration and comparison of the alternatives by
the planning team led the team to conclude that Alternative 4
best defines a strategy to meet the park objectives of
promoting high gquality performing arts experiences, land
stewardship, and interpretation to enhance performing arts
appreciation, while protecting the environment and causing

minimal impact.

[@008/008
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1. Op page 28543, in column 3, the
intreduclary tenmdthe{xsﬁu]!aﬁigiblz
licants in paragraph L{c)(1 are
:?l?anded to read as follows:
{idl) Employment of Personnel and
ipment for HUD Authorized
Housing Autharity Police Departments.
Funding for cquipment and
employment of housing authority polx:e
department personuel is pesmitted for
housing sytharities thet have theiz own
ublic bousing anthority pelice
te. The below-listed twelve
(12) housing authorities hxvs besn-
ideptified by HUD s ® 4
ts

wblic housing police
:Eaﬂlﬂ“ EBFYISQTH‘W

Balumore Housing Autliorities and
Comwmiunity Developmant. timore,
MD

Boston Housiog Authority, Bostnn. MA

Buffalo Housing Authosity, Buffals, NY

Chicago Housing Authority, Chicage, I
oga Metropolitan H

m}{u‘?homy. CIdveland. o';{“ﬁﬂ!

Aummxyotmmydus'
Los Angsles, CA

Hmm.ngmnh of the City of
Oakl d, o&“ﬁd.m o

hia Housing Authority,

'Phladg.lphw. PA v

FHousing Authority of the City of
Pirts PA

Wwatcrbury Housing Authority,

W, , CT
Vizgin Islands Hmmng Authodty

Virgin Islands

Distriet af Columbia Housing Autharity,
Washingtan, D.C. ,

Dutod: August 6, 1997.
Krvio Emapuel Marchman,

Acting, Assistont Seceemry for Public and
mdni'lHous: for

(FR Doc. 97-21106 Filed 8-11-87; §:45 ma1l
O NG CODE £210-30-m

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Land Management

{AZ~-050-07-1220-00; 8422)
Arhonr Avgilabliity of the Final La

mévcv: Buresu uf Land Manwiment.
Intagior. ..

ACTION: Notice of av. of the final
La Poea interdjsci .ﬂahslvmagemuut
plan and nl asgegement,
Yuma Field Officé .

amnv. The Yurmn Field Office has

Iuterdisciplinary
Managemen Plan cnd Emrunnmenml
Assesemept for an area 28 e
. tely 800,000 acres (Federal

mdﬁ) in southwestern
Arizona,

The mwanagmment ections prescxibed
are to: (a) Maintio semi- pﬂmnva and
long-term tamping oppurtunities whilc
reducing adverse impacty; (b) incrense
recreational oppartunities in the :
veanapgament eres and respond to public

éz
|

Saformational nesds; (c) promote

Z.Onpup;:fg.inmhms.m tommmdp:i;v&bm{:s
introductory paragraph ©Opportunities management aroa
:.é:)d[zJ(\rrhl!l] of the NOFA is mendad " throug:sm ps;-and | (dt)!evuhnln

s follows: itat conditione in

(vili) HA-dediceted palice dmmm( cooporation with Arizona Game and
bureau. Funding for equipment sad FPish Dapnmt.
e S P 'P“"hcuh“‘“‘ﬁ : FARY WeonmATIOHN: A Himiterd
for W\l’b‘-"‘s wothorities that haye their | gnvmn:::ﬁ\lll m ..?fm.u.
own public housiag sn 0 upes request tw: Field . Burcan
euthority dedicated police division/ Mapagsment
bureas. The Detroit Housing Auborty, pileRoen tnm_m:nsungh
jo
e OPTIONAL FORM 29 (7-90)
2 FAX TRANSMITTAL # of pagea b :

rom
® “TAE Swroryan Beny Capredoen) et
g Depl/Aagency Phone # 76 3 _ 7.» S.S-__ I} ? Z-_QI 0n8
r Hoz-909-293L ™ - 2
© ™ NBN 7540-01-817-7388 __ 5089-101 GENERAL SERVICES ADNTUSTRATION

dedicated exclusvely In PIOVAdADE Law £ 55 . & waes

(FR Do 9718240 Filad 8-11-97; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Natiora! Park Service

Wolf Trap Farm Park for the
Performing Arts

ACTION: Record of decizion.

s ’ ! .

Nptional Park Sevice (NPS)
and Poblic Law 95-42
prepantion of a geaeral

management
gaforemynnndtbamnmnlm
A Draft Gevaral Mansgement

" ' Envirenmentat Impact Statsment (DEIS)

for Wolf Tmp Fano Park far the
Perforniing Arts was releassd to the
public in Jamuary 1997 In vrder w avoid
in2urring the vonecessary edst.of -
mproducmgmnhummma
final enviroamental i

statement
{FH1S), when only minor were
nmry en abbreviated was-

Thisi'mSeonamdofm

sheets which did oot alvet the analysis
mm‘dmpmu%hcmm?dm
Tesponses fo ] sgency
commznts.'l‘hsabbmnamdiamtu
pmuadbythQCnumﬂon
Egvironmental Quakity regulation 40
CFR 1502.4(¢). The ms became
av IblemMgiQQL

Eavironmental Falicy Act of 1969 and

tho Conneil on Environmenta] (Juality

reguletion (40 CFR 1505.2) the NPS has
this Record of Decision

documen? the putcoroe of this planning -

process. J;no:mudwhﬂeiumulﬁn;ng
& range of management concepts,
plannipg team in conjunction with perk
and regional saff conducted several
public mestings apd publishiéd s - -
nzwsluner which provided updumson
annf ym‘l‘heDBlS ..
y2ed four altamatives fos

mansgoment and use of the |
u’lspuk.l\n!ourmupn
objectivt ofj
e

ity patron
MMMWthm
i5"a-guod peighhor to the s
oommnm'tynllmm-vmgnuny
sound manpar.

n ‘s @
Tha NPS selected Almmuu 4

truchires, and inp:
o4 facilities) es the proposed action .
nndwﬂluudmnrtutmplemam&u ’
s“nusdascribodboluw and in the
and final enviranmental impact
statemeant (relessed on May 22, 1997,
and published in the Faderal Register
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on Mey 30, 1997) lor Wolf Trep Farm
Pak

Proposed Action

In this sction proposad by the
National Park Seyvice, sufficiant parking
would be provided for all visitors
wnhintheparkhonndm-:umthom
substantial additional paving o
shuctum?nn:himndaqwapah:s
epace, approximately 3 acres of forest
area (4% of the existing wooded area {n
mwk)wm:dhdmadmda
rtion of the sdjecent grass parking
e arcas yograded. Along the eastern and
vortheastern edges of e park,
meadows ere being allowsd to revert to
forested arcas through ngrural
succession (approximetely 4 ecyes). The
existing paved parking areas would be
n-pavedmdsuipad:nallow fo:!h‘s
maximum p
wonld be anhan, mth'i;;tﬂd
wa&wuysfvrafnw&y
mcnlalionnfthcparkwunldh

at tho plaza would b rpoved and
oplored with a single-stury structure
thal would consolidate all patron and
visitor focused functions. A
development plan for the box
office ploza building and the circls drive
&rea has boen inchided g part of
sltarnative 4. Although this alternative

* requires the yeduction of sume trees and

would be taken to

regreding hills, st
and country

retmin the rurn] feul §
characier of the sits.

Smmqﬂﬂh‘Ali:mﬂnu

allmmalmyw!mmm
wuldb_aacmnmodnmd.
Altsrnative 3

Under this nitsmative, mest parkiog
impacts would ba shaortyed oo paved

lots within ths park bouudaries. Many
additiopal lovel ereas with goud sccess

I e s wiis e puk vould
ep and stri or
areas curently ns}:idfox puxking wenld
be paved and striped for safe end
pa.rhng A romote parldng area
and shuttle bus system would. aﬁ be
implemented for up to 350 cars, Some
areas of the park’s coublry character
would be metrificed to improve patron
canveplence, services, and safety, snd to
minimize p u:uplcl-t on
surrounding neighborhioods.
Allernotive 3

Under this alterpative, vehiclcs and
pedestrians would be sccommodated in

safe, seperats preas, and su;
!umbhwwouldbo m'bemen
in coneert with the Fi Center .

pc:furmnngatlswmplmt.Afnnnl
mntmwouldbebuﬂtm;n"ym

gonetated parking oy
%hdlﬂmﬁﬁ.mﬂa
mors spproach to the Filane
Center wonld be areated. The box affice
plaza area would be red for ’
palmn and visitor cevices, saﬁry and
of the

d be to

pudeﬂmms to capitalize 0a th: country
selting and the ambiencs. and to reducs
the visua! interference of support
facilitine.
Environmentally Preferahles Alterantive

‘The eavironmentally preferable
altesuwtive is Alternative 4, the .
prupused action Envwmmhll

lo is defioed e, * Ty altumutivn
envircmments) policy as expressed in
NEPA’s section 1017 (P.L..91-180, as”
Gegerally,'this meéana the

alternative htmlbolmﬁhm-p
to the biological und plryaical ©
vovizonmeut. This 1evm n]wmdiuﬁu
the dmbwwhﬂhbmpm

. »and snhances historie, --
pmervu (il

, and nxtural resources.
‘I‘ham:ncumpmxnu of Altmrgative

nwdlimldnhapnk-hmhm

and the proposad sction, decision
makers oftap ust balance one
envirenmental value sgalost suother

and make difficult cheoices. Finally, the
agency bas to determine if its decisian
iz in accordance with the Congressional
policies of NEPA.

Rationale for Decision

Altemaative 3 provides for the
constraction of a four stosy parking
structure to cepcentate vehicular
impacts o 3 smaller portion of the park
It also called for 8 redesigned plaz and
spproach. Because the impacts jp this
wlarnative are conceptrated and easy o
mitigate thiz option may 10 be
the alverpative which most
thoroughly protect park resowrtes and
the patron 3 . However, it is

improbable fundiag for Gre=n
improvemeants wounld be svailsble. Also,
the ccale and & of a parkiug .
structure st this location may diminich
the country setting of the

Thus, Alterpative 3 would not be
prefersble to the proposad action
Alterostive 2 would cause detrimental
snviro i , Alternative 1
wonld not eHectively resolve the
parking tmpucts, patron services, and
safety issues raised Juring the stady.

Public conument and input Som
agencios and the Wolf Trap Foundation
aspisted in the decision to sclect
Alternstive 4. Careful consideration and
comparison of the alternatives by the
planning team led the tcam to conclude
that Aleroative 4 best dofines a strategy
to meet the park objectives of promoting
high quality Pﬂ‘fvms arts
and stawardship. und
arts sppreciation, whilo pmucﬂng the
enviraament and mmng
impact . '

Conclasiom .

Thnplun!ngnnddmmnmking
pxwuawhr.hmuhdinmln:ﬁmbf
the propused éction, 66 identifind and |
ddhﬂsdhlhodnﬁandﬂnllmh
this and described above, wes
d in accordance with the
Nammnlxnvimmnu’ohcyl\ctmd
Cmndlonfmvmmnmgmﬂ“’
The action is
mptedmdappmvod-
Doted: July 29, 1997. .
Twwy R Colsbrom, -
Regional Director, National Cugital Region.
[FR Doz 97-21192 Filed 8-11-97: R:45 am]
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