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Appendix 1: York River Study Act 
York River Study Act – A Portion of the Carl Levin and Howard P. Buck McKeon 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 20151  

128 STAT. 3848 PUBLIC LAW 113–291—DEC. 19, 2014 

PL 113—291 (Excerpt) 

SEC. 3074. STUDIES OF WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS.(a) DESIGNATION FOR STUDY.—Section 
5(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1276(a)) is amended by inserting after 
paragraph (141), as added by section 3041(e), the following: ‘‘(142) BEAVER, CHIPUXET, 
QUEEN, WOOD, AND PAWCATUCK RIVERS, RHODE ISLAND AND CONNECTICUT.—The 
following segments: ‘‘(A) The approximately 10-mile segment of the Beaver River from the 
headwaters in Exeter, Rhode Island, to the confluence with the Pawcatuck River. ‘‘(B) The 
approximately 5-mile segment of the Chipuxet River from Hundred Acre Pond to the outlet 
into Worden Pond. ‘‘(C) The approximately 10-mile segment of the upper Queen River from 
the headwaters to the Usquepaugh Dam in South Kingstown, Rhode Island, including all 
tributaries of the upper Queen River. ‘‘(D) The approximately 5-mile segment of the lower 
Queen (Usquepaugh) River from the Usquepaugh Dam to the confluence with the 
Pawcatuck River. ‘‘(E) The approximately 11-mile segment of the upper Wood River from 
the headwaters to Skunk Hill Road in Richmond and Hopkinton, Rhode Island, including all 
tributaries of the upper Wood River. ‘‘(F) The approximately 10-mile segment of the lower 
Wood River from Skunk Hill Road to the confluence with the Pawcatuck River. ‘‘(G) The 
approximately 28-mile segment of the Pawcatuck River from Worden Pond to Nooseneck 
Hill Road (Rhode Island Rte 3) in Hopkinton and Westerly, Rhode Island. ‘‘(H) The 
approximately 7-mile segment of the lower Pawcatuck River from Nooseneck Hill Road to 
Pawcatuck Rock, Stonington, Connecticut, and Westerly, Rhode Island. ‘‘(143) NASHUA 
RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS. The following segments: ‘‘(A) The approximately 19-mile 
segment of the mainstem of the Nashua River from the confluence with the North and 
South Nashua Rivers in Lancaster, Massachusetts, north to the Massachusetts-New 
Hampshire State line, excluding the approximately 4.8-mile segment of the mainstem of the 
Nashua River from the Route 119 bridge in Groton, Massachusetts, downstream to the 
confluence with the Nissitissit River in Pepperell, Massachusetts. ‘‘(B) The 10-mile segment 
of the Squannacook River from the headwaters at Ash Swamp downstream to the 
confluence with the Nashua River in the towns of Shirley and Ayer, Massachusetts. ‘‘(C) The 
3.5-mile segment of the Nissitissit River from the Massachusetts-New Hampshire State line 
downstream to the confluence with the Nashua River in Pepperell, Massachusetts. ‘‘(144) 
YORK RIVER, MAINE.—The segment of the York River that flows 11.25 miles from the 
headwaters of the York River at York Pond to the mouth of the river at York Harbor, and 
any associated tributaries.’’. (b) STUDY AND REPORT.—Section 5(b) of the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1276(b)) is amended by inserting after paragraph (20), as added by 
section 3041(e), the following: ‘‘(21) BEAVER, CHIPUXET, QUEEN, WOOD, AND 
PAWCATUCK RIVERS, RHODE ISLAND AND CONNECTICUT; NASHUA RIVER, 

                                                           
1 Only pertinent section included here. 
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MASSACHUSETTS; YORK RIVER, MAINE.— ‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years after 
the date on which funds are made available to carry out this paragraph, the Secretary of 
the Interior shall— ‘‘(i) complete each of the studies described in paragraphs (142), (143), 
and (144) of subsection (a); and ‘‘(ii) submit to the Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the 
Senate a report that describes the results of each of the studies. ‘‘(B) REPORT 
REQUIREMENTS.—In 83 assessing the potential additions to the wild and scenic river 
system, the report submitted under subparagraph (A)(ii) shall— ‘‘(i) determine the effect of 
the designation on— ‘‘(I) existing commercial and recreational activities, such as hunting, 
fishing, trapping, recreational shooting, motor boat use, and bridge construction; ‘‘(II) the 
authorization, construction, operation, maintenance, or improvement of energy production, 
transmission, or other infrastructure; and ‘‘(III) the authority of State and local governments 
to manage the activities described in subclauses (I) and (II); ‘‘(ii) identify any authorities that, 
in a case in which an area studied under paragraph (142), (143), or (144) of subsection (a) is 
designated under this Act— ‘‘(I) would authorize or require the Secretary of the Interior— 
‘‘(aa) to influence local land use decisions, such as zoning; or ‘‘(bb) to place restrictions on 
non-Federal land if designated under this Act; and ‘‘(II) the Secretary of the Interior may use 
to condemn property; and ‘‘(iii) identify any private property located in an area studied 
under paragraph (142), (143), or (144) of subsection (a).’’ 
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Appendix 2: Record of Endorsements and 
Support for Wild and Scenic Designation 

Municipal Endorsements 
Eliot vote – voting results documented in 
letter from Town Clerk 

York vote – voting results certified by Town 
Clerk and letter from Town Manager 

Kittery Town Council resolution adoption – 
copy of signed resolution 

South Berwick Town Council resolution 
adoption – copy of signed resolution 

Letters of Support 

Individuals 

State Representative Lydia Blume 
State Representative Patty Hymanson 
State Representative Michele Meyer 
State Senator Mark Lawrence 
Emerson Baker 
David Burdick 
Scott Eldredge 
David Gittins 
Edward Little 

Entities and Organizations 

Eliot Conservation Commission 
Eliot Historical Society 
Eliot Select Board 
Eliot Town Manager 
Friends of York River 
Great Works Regional Land Trust 
Kittery Conservation Commission (memo to 
Town Council) 
Kittery Land Trust 
Kittery Planning Board (memo to Town 
Council) 
Kittery Water District 
Maine Coast Heritage Trust 
Old York Historical Society 
Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge 
South Berwick Conservation Commission 
Southern Maine Planning and Development 
Commission 
Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve 
York Country Club 
York Harbor Board 
York Land Trust 
York Lobstermen’s Association 
York Parks and Recreation Department 
York Planning Board 
York Rotary 
York Shellfish Commission 
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Letters of Support - Individuals 
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Letters of Support - Organizations 
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Appendix 3: Examples of Wild and Scenic 
Study Outreach and Education
York River Study Committee Website 
June 2016 – Present:  

News and updates were regularly added; 
meeting minutes, notes, presentations, 
and final project reports were posted for 
review; events and activities were noted 
in the online calendar; background 
information was provided; outreach 
documents and materials were available; 
an overview video was on the home 
page; and a Stewardship Plan 
development page noted updates and 
provided access to draft documents. York 
River Study Committee documents and 
events were listed on the web-site and 
continue to be listed. 

York River Study Committee Meetings 
(monthly) 
(Agenda and minutes available) 
March 2016 – March 2019  

ORV Subcommittee Meetings and 
Presentations (monthly meetings) 
(Meeting notes and presentations available) 

February 13, 2018: Water Quality and Fish 
Habitat 

Presentations by Angela Brewer and 
Robert Mohlar from the Maine 
Department of Environmental 
Protection; Jake Aman, Wells National 
Estuarine Research Reserve. 

November 9, 2017: Fish, Wildlife, and 
Habitats  

Presentations by Jake Aman from the 
Wells National Estuarine Research 
Reserve; Amanda Shearin and Bill 
Hancock from the Maine Department 
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. 

August 24, 2017: Cultural and Historic 
Resources 

Presentations by Gemma Hudgell, 
Stephen Scharoun, Steven Mallory, 
Scott Stevens, Tad Baker, Suzanne 
Petersen, and Dick Lord.  

June 20, 2017: Conservation Lands 
Presentations by Doreen MacGillis and 
Joe Anderson from the York Land 
Trust; Scott Lindsay from Maine 
Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife; Tom Gilmore from Great 
Works Regional Land Trust; Karen 
Young from Mount Agamenticus to 
the Sea Conservation Initiative; Ward 
Feurt from the Rachel Carson National 
Wildlife Refuge (US Fish and Wildlife 
Service); Keith Fletcher from the 
Maine Coast Heritage Trust; Kim 
Richards from the Eliot Conservation 
Commission.  

May 11, 2017: Watershed Drinking Water 
Supplies 

Presentations from Karl Honkonen, a 
Forest Watershed Specialist with the 
US Forest Service, on Forests, Water 
and People; Mike Rogers, 
Superintendent for the Kittery Water 
District, on Kittery Water District 
water supplies; Gary Stevens, 
Resource Protection Manager with 
the York Water District, on Resource 
Protection Program. 

April 26, 2017: Working Waterfront and Tidal 
Water Recreation 

Presentations by Claire Enterline from 
the Maine Coastal Program on the 
York working waterfront; Dylan 
Smith, the Town of York Planning 
Director, on Town Goals and Priorities 
for Marine Uses; David Webber, the 
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York Harbor Board Chair, and Drew 
Donovan, Assistant Harbor Master, on 
York Harbor Priorities and 
Observations; and Cindy Donnell from 
the York River Study Committee on 
York Harbor Use and Economic Value. 

March 30, 2017: Infrastructure 
Presentations by Alex Abbott from the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service on Maine 
Stream Smart Program; Jake Aman 
from the Wells National Estuarine 
Research Reserve on the Maine 
Stream Connectivity Work Group and 
stream crossings; Jim MacCartney 
from the NPS on eligibility criteria for 
Wild and Scenic River designation; 
Judy Gates from the Maine 
Department of Transportation on 
Workplan Process and Priorities.  

March 7, 2017: Water Quality 
Presentations by Teri Dane from the 
Maine Department of Marine 
Resources on the Shellfish Sanitation 
Program; Angela Brewer from the 
Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection Marine Unit on Water 
Quality. 

January 31, 2017: Saltmarsh and Sea Level 
Rise 

Presentations by Kristen Puryear from 
Maine Natural Areas Program; Jeremy 
Gabrielson from Maine Coast 
Heritage Trust on Salt Marsh Mapping 
and Analysis. 

Media Releases 

October 2018: Speaker Announcement 

September 2018: Learn More about 
Partnership Wild and Scenic River Designation 
for the York River   

June 2018: Draft York River Watershed 
Stewardship Plan Released  

December 2017: Designation 
Recommendation and Upcoming 
Presentations 

June 2017: Public Walking Tours, Watershed 
Research, and Efforts to Preserve Working 
Waterfront 

Final Reports 

York River Watershed Stewardship Plan 
StoryMap by Wells National Estuarine 
Research Reserve: https://arcg.is/njfP9 

An Assessment of Spring Fish Communities in 
the York River, Maine: Report to the York 
River Study Committee; Wells National 
Estuarine Research Reserve, December 2017. 

Architectural Survey of the Upper York River:  
For the York River Study Committee; 
Groundroot Preservation Group, November 
2017. 

Archaeological Survey of the York River 
Headwaters: A Community Approach for 
Identification and Management; Northeast 
Archaeology Research Center, December 
2017. 

York River Watershed Study Regulatory and 
Non-Regulatory Recommendations Report; 
Southern Maine Planning and Development 
Commission and Spatial Alternatives, June 
2018. 

York Watershed Build-Out Scenarios; 
Southern Maine Planning and Development 
Commission and Spatial Alternatives, June 
2018. 

Story Map by Southern Maine Planning and 
Development Commission and Spatial 
Alternatives: http://arcg.is/C1e8O  

Information and Outreach Materials 

Letter to York River Watershed Residents 
(October 2018) 

Maritime History Speaker Flyer (October 
2018) 

Designation Recommendation / Overview 
(updated September 2018) 

https://arcg.is/njfP9
http://arcg.is/C1e8O
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Frequently Asked Questions on York Wild and 
Scenic Study (updated May 2018) 

Walking Tours Flyer (July 2017) 

Archaeology Survey Flyer (June 2017) 

Archaeological and Architectural History 
Survey for the York River Headwaters, 
Presentation by Gemma Hudgell, Northeast 
Archaeology Research Center presented at 
the Eliot Historical Society monthly meeting 
(April 10, 2017) 

Educational Video on the York River (May 
2017) 
A brief educational video overviews the York 
River watershed and its values, Wild and 
Scenic Rivers, and directs viewers to the study 
website for additional information.   

Letter and Map to Landowners in the Historic 
Resources Survey Area (March 2017) 

Overview of the York River Study and the NPS 
Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers Program: 
York River Study Factsheet 

Public Input Poster on York River Watershed 
Resources 

Postcard mailing announcing fall 2016 events 
(September 2016) 

York River Study Committee Listening 
Session: Agenda, Study Committee List and 
Watershed Map, York River Watershed 
Report List, & Presentations (June 20, 2016) 

Community Presentations by the York 
River Study Committee/Coordinator: 

Presentation to Kittery Town Council, 
(October 24, 2016 & December 11, 2017) 

Presentation to the Eliot Select Board 
(December 8, 2016 & December 2017) 

Presentation to the South Berwick Town 
Council (November 1, 2016 & November 
2017) 

Presentation to the York Board of Selectman 
(October 2016, October 2017, May 2018, & 
June 2018) 

Community Forums (June and October 2016) 

Presentation to the South Berwick 
Conservation Commission (October 2017) 

Presentation to the York Harbor Board 
(December 2017) 

Presentation to the York Historic District 
Commission (June 2018) 

Presentation to the Eliot, Kittery, South 
Berwick and York Planning Boards (May & 
June 2018) 

Presentations to the York Lobsterman’s 
Association, Great Works Regional Land 
Trust, Eliot Historical Society, York Rotary, 
and York High School students in three 
marine science classes. 

Presentations at Atlantic Design Center, Eliot 
Conservation Commission Speaker Series, 
and Kittery Land Trust Stewardship 
Committee.   

Education and Outreach Events 

Watershed Walks (July 2017):  
The Study Committee conducted two 
different watershed walks to connect 
citizens to the history and habitats of the 
York River watershed. Walks were fully 
subscribed, with over 25 participants for 
each event. 

Public Participation in Diadromous Fish and 
Archaeology Surveys (Spring 2017): 

The Study Committee invited hands-on 
citizen participation in two of the projects 
it commissioned. York High School 
students participated in the diadromous 
fish survey conducted by Wells National 
Estuarine Research Reserve in spring 
2017, and 28 citizen volunteers 
participated in the June 2017 four-day 
dig that was part of the archaeological 
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survey conducted by Northeast 
Archaeology Research Center. The Study 
Committee and its contractors for the 
historic resources surveys met with the 
Eliot Historical Society at three of its 
monthly meetings from October 2016 to 
January 2018 to get input and provide 
results from the surveys. All landowners 
in the historic resources survey area were 
mailed a letter and invited to attend an 
informational meeting about the surveys. 

Informational Tables at the community 
events, including York Marketfest, Eliot 
Festival Days, community markets, and at 
Eliot and York voting centers (2016-2018) 

York River Study Committee Email List: 
The Study Coordinator maintained an 
email list with over 300 email addresses. 
Emails sent generally monthly provided 
updates on meetings, reports, events, and 
Stewardship Plan development. 

York River Study in the News 

Year in Review: Smooth waters after choppy 
year for York River, York Weekly / Seacoast 
Online  
(January 1, 2019) 

So. Berwick council endorses York River 
designation, Portsmouth Herald / Seacoast 
Online  
(December 12, 2018) 

Kittery supports York River Wild and Scenic 
designation, Portsmouth Herald / Seacoast 
Online  
(November 27, 2018) 

Kittery Town Council hears pitch from York 
River committee, Portsmouth Herald / 
Seacoast Online (November 16, 2018) 

Kittery, South Berwick up next in York River 
designation, York Weekly / Seacoast Online  
(November 13, 2018) 

York River measure passes overwhelmingly, 
York Weekly / Seacoast Online  
(November 6, 2018) 

Editorial: YES on 2 for York River’s Future, 
York Weekly / Seacoast Online  
(October 30, 2018) 

Passions rise on York River wild and scenic 
ballot measure, York Weekly / Seacoast 
Online  
(October 23, 2018) 

Harbor Board endorses stewardship plan, 
York Weekly / Seacoast Online  
(September 18, 2018) 

Editorial: 3 selectmen to be lauded for Wild 
and Scenic River vote, York Weekly / Seacoast 
Online  
(August 28, 2018) 

Divided board puts York River plan on ballot 
in November, York Weekly / Seacoast Online  
(August 28, 2018) 

Selectmen hold public hearing on York River 
plan, York Weekly / Seacoast Online  
(August 14, 2018) 

Hearing Monday on York River plan, York 
Weekly / Seacoast Online  
(August 7, 2018) 

Selectmen praise management plan for York 
River, York Weekly / Seacoast Online  
(June 26, 2018) 

Study: York River healthy, resilient, York 
Weekly / Seacoast Online  
(June 19, 2018) 

York River study work winding down, York 
Weekly/Seacoast Online  
(June 6, 2018) 

York River committee seeks KEYS region 
input, York Weekly/Seacoast Online  
(May 11, 2018) 

York River Study looks at housing 
development, York Weekly/Seacoast Online  
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(April 10, 2018) 

York River panel seeks wild and scenic 
designation, York Weekly/Seacoast Online  
(January 1, 2018) 

Movers and Shakers: Stewards of the York 
River, York Weekly  
(December 27, 2017) 

York River and watershed alive and well, 
Seacoast Online  
(November 12, 2017) 

York River committee enters final year of 
study, York Weekly/Seacoast Online  
(October 16, 2017) 

Committee looks at past, present and future 
of York River, York Weekly/Seacoast Online  
(October 10, 2017) 

York River archaeological sites ‘pretty 
amazing’, York Weekly/Seacoast Online  
(August 30, 2017) 

Understanding York River through walking 
tours, York Weekly/Seacoast Online 
(July 4, 2017) 

Discovering the past one shard at a time, 
York Weekly/Seacoast Online  
(June 27, 2017) 

YHS students study fish species in York River, 
York Weekly/Seacoast Online  
(May 9, 2017) 

York River talks focus on harbor dredge, 
overuse, York Weekly/Seacoast Online  
(May 1, 2017) 

York River study to delve into Eliot’s 
archaeology, Portsmouth Herald/Seacoast 
Online  
(April 13, 2017) 

Two studies of York River soon underway, 
York Weekly/Seacoast Online  
(January 31, 2017) 

Kudos for community connections, Seacoast 
Online Editorial  
(January 31, 2017) 

‘Education not regulation’ of York River, 
Seacoast Online  
(October 25, 2016) 

York River committee updates residents on its 
work, Seacoast Online  
(June 20, 2016) 

York River watershed worthy of federal study, 
Seacoast Online Editorial  
(March 29, 2016) 

Four-town committee works to preserve York 
River watershed, Portsmouth Herald  
(March 27, 2016) 

York River study committee starts meeting, 
Seacoast Online  
(December 1, 2015) 

Study begins of York River, ‘stunning natural 
resource,’ Bangor Daily News  
(September 2, 2015) 

Maine’s humble York River moves into 
spotlight, Portland Press Herald  
(March 10, 2014) 
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