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J. Kohout
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From: J. Kohout <jjkohout@cox.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 02, 2019 3:00 PM

To: 'RepDonBeyer@mail.house.gov'

Subject: GWMP Comments to Accompany Response to Your Message about the 11 July Study

Presentation

Dear Congressman Beyer—

Traffic challenges on the George Washington Memorial Parkway have been aggravated in recent years by increased
traffic volume caused in part by the expansion of Fort Belvoir activities and resident population and partly by increased
congestion along the Richmond Highway.

There are three particular problem intersections on the Parkway: Morningside Lane, Belle View Boulevard, and Belle
Haven Road. Frequent accidents at Morningside Lane characteristically happen when an impatient driver on
Morningside tries to turn north on to the Parkway without waiting for a clear view of on-coming traffic and encounters a
speeding driver on the Parkway not paying attention to intersection traffic. During rush hour traffic conditions, sight
distances are inadequate at this point. Belle View is also the scene of numerous accidents. The traffic island between
oncoming lanes in the Parkway is too narrow to protect cars turning left from Belle View to the Parkway and
southbound Parkway traffic turning right into Belle View block sightlines and confuse drivers’ judgement as to speed and
clearance from on-coming Parkway traffic. The Belle Haven intersection needs more stacking distance to accommodate
cars turning left from the Parkway northbound into Belle Haven Road.

The traffic circle in front of the Mount Vernon Estate generated a number of issues. While the four-way- stop signs at
the intersection of Parkway, VA-235, Mount Vernon Memorial Highway and the exit from the estate’s behind-the-wall
parking meters traffic well, the yield signs on the circle giving priority to traffic entering the circle. This is not the norm
for most traffic circles. Absent polite and careful drivers, a serious problem there could only be a matter of time. The
right-turn-only lane approaching the stop signs from the Parkway to 235 surprises tourists unfamiliar with the
intersection and often sees drivers in the right turn lane cut in front of cars heading west on Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway from the correct lane.

The Alexandria Avenue stone bridge is the site of all too frequent accidents with the tops of tall busses and, perish the
thought, trucks being de-roofed when they fail to make it to the left hand lane in time.

Advocacy for safety improvements requires historical statistics to demonstrate a compelling need. The present safety
study should provide long-sought accident and volume of traffic statistics from the Park Service. Congressman Beyer’s
help in obtaining this data is most appreciated and should go far in identifying appropriate safety improvements.




The Mount Vernon Trail is a popular mixed use (pedestrian and bicycle)
asphalt trail in the National Park running between Alexandria City and the
Mount Vernon Estate that runs parallel to the George Washington Parkway.

The neighborhood of new Alexandria is the last major population center
south of Alexandria City on the Parkway. It contains single and multi-family
housing and a shopping center. A significant number of its residents can be
seen using the Park. Belle View Boulevard connects this area with the
Parkway. As a result, the Parkway has a lower speed limit as it passes this
neighborhood to meet safety needs through this transitional stretch. South
of this area the speed limit is increased and the road takes on a truer
parkway feel.

The heavily used Mount Vernon Trail is accessed in many points as it
passes through Alexandria City. In the new Alexandria area one must
either take an automobile to one of the parking lots in the Park or cross the
uncontrolled Parkway on foot. All too often one can see people running a
gauntlet of cars to get across. This dad and child made it.

The Parkway in this area is a very high-volume road. It is also one of the
most heavily policed sections in the region (with frequent radar traps),
indicating the lack of success in controlling speeding vehicles.



A traffic signal is needed at the intersection of the George Washington
Parkway and Belle View Boulevard (new Alexandria section of Fairfax

County).
Currently there is a stop sign controlling access to the Parkway from Belle
View which forms a T intersection at that point on the western side of the
Parkway. The speed limit posted on this section of the Parkway is 35 mph.

The Mount Vernon Trail (a mixed-use asphalt trail) runs parallel on the

eastern side of the Parkway in this area. There is no crosswalk or other

assistance for pedestrians or bicyclists to cross the Parkway to access the
bited from riding on the Parkway.
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A traffic signal at this intersection would solve two significant problems: 1) it
would provide a safe way for pedestrians or bicyclists to cross the Parkway
to access the Trail, that does not currently exist, and 2) it would provide
traffic calming to slow automobiles through the section. It would also
provide a safer entrance to the Parkway for automobiles which can have
difficulty during periods of heavy volume.

It is my understanding that the National Park Service has resisted efforts to
signalize this intersection in the past. | do not believe a traffic signal would
affect the "parkway experience" here as this is a transitional section (there
is even another traffic signal a mile north of this intersection at the entrance
to this section of the Parkway). We really should make it safer for our
citizens to use these wonderful resources.

Peter Christensen
Lynnhall PL
Alexandria, VA



