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Purpose –
• Identify a suite of strategies and actions 

to manage transportation, visitation and 
visitor use, trail use and  access 
throughout the corridor. 

Need –
• The plan is needed to address a range of 

changing conditions and challenges with 
the GTSR corridor associated with 
unprecedented visitation levels and 
dynamic use patterns.

• These include: roadway gridlock and 
parking lot congestion; visitor safety 
issues; natural and cultural resource 
impacts and heavy stress on park 
facilities, services and operations. 

Purpose and Need 
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Issues

• Visitation Increases

• Vehicle Congestion

• Alternative Transportation

• Natural Resources

• Trail Use

• Historic Significance
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Alternatives
A- No Action

B –Adaptive Management Approach to 

Address Visitation Levels (Preferred 
Alternative)

Possible Actions within the GTSR corridor and 
during peak season subject to funding and 
triggers:

• Expand shuttle system with additional buses, 
extended hours and six new stops.

• Extend Visitor Center hours.

• Construct new 100 car parking lot on the west 
side and increase parking at St. Mary VC and 1913 
Ranger Station.

• Manage trail use levels during peak season to 
provide a range of visitor experiences and for 
visitor safety. (Ex. Highline, Siyeh and Gunsight).
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Preferred Alternative 
Continued

• Add five miles of hiking trails, 1.5 miles of bike 
trails, and pit toilets on popular trails.

• Require parking permits for a portion of parking 
lots at Logan Pass, and St. Mary Virginia Falls. 

• Prohibit overnight parking.

• Convert portion of Avalanche Campground to day 
use parking.

• Enhance bicycle opportunities.
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Indicators

Visitation 
levels

# of 
vehicles 
through 

entrances

Daily peak 
visitation 

times

Peak 
visitation 
seasons

Daily trail 
use levels

Vehicle 
miles 

travelled

Human/ 
vehicle 
wildlife 

encounters

Social 
Trails/

Human 
Waste
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Analyses Completed

• Transportation/Shuttle

• Transportation Analysis

• Shuttle System Mini - Value Analysis

• Travel Model on GTSR

• Carnegie Mellon Students Analysis of Parking and Hiker Shuttle

• Lease v Purchase Fleet Analysis

• Visitation, Visitor Experience, Parking, Climate Change

• Research on use at key parking lots and hiking trails (2005-2014)

• Visitor Surveys on experiences and management options.

• Visitation Trend Analysis

• Visitation Trends in Response to Climate Change



Visitation 2019



Recreational Access Display (RAD)





Many Glacier Valley Restrictions



GLAC % Change Over Previous Year



What Are We Seeing with Peak 
Month Visitation?



Who’s
Coming to 
Glacier?

Preventative 
Search and 
Rescue 
(PSAR)



Sweet Spot: Demand for 
Outdoor Recreation
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Results show that as time passes, there is a large disparity between parking attempts and successes. The 
result of this difference is the parking congestion experienced in the park. 

Logan Pass Filled by 9:30am, Peak Congestion at 1p



Thank you.
Questions?


