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you’re 
invited 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Franklin Park Public Meeting 
Project Update  
 

 
 
 

 
when 

 
Thursday, June 20th, 2019 

Session I: 8:30 A.M.  - 10:00 A.M. 
Session II:  6:00 P.M.  -  8:00 P.M. 

 
 

where 
 

Session I: 
DowntownDC BID 
1275 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

 
Session II: 
Hotel Hamilton 
1001 14th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

 
The National Park Service (NPS), the D.C. Department of General 
Services, the D.C. Office of Planning, the D.C. Department of Parks 
and Recreation and the DowntownDC Business Improvement 
District (BID) are hosting two public meetings on Thursday, June 20, 
2019, at the following times and locations: 
 
8:30 a.m.- 10:00 a.m.                             6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
DowntownDC BID                                   Hotel Hamilton 
1275 K Street NW                                   1001 14th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005                          Washington, DC 20005 
 
The meetings will provide an update for the restoration and 
transformation Franklin Park, located in downtown DC between K and  
I Streets NW and 14th and 13th Streets NW. The Franklin Park designs 
were developed based on desired park uses and programs prioritized 
from public comments submitted to NPS and feedback received at 
prior Franklin Park public meetings. 
  
For more information about the Franklin Park Vision and 
Transformation Plan, please visit:  
parkplanning.nps.gov/ FranklinPark
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SCALE: 1" = 20'-0"
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PROPOSED DESIGN - SITE PLAN
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CAFE/PAVILION & DECK
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CAFE - SCALE OF 20TH CENTURY PARK LODGECAFE - SCALE OF 20TH CENTURY PARK LODGE
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CAFE CONCEPT - TREE CANOPY AND LODGECAFE CONCEPT - TREE CANOPY AND LODGE
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CAFE - CANOPY PLANCAFE - CANOPY PLAN

GREEN ROOF

MECHANICAL WELL
SKYLIGHT

February 2019
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CAFE - FORMAL DIAGRAMCAFE - FORMAL DIAGRAM

SOFTENED EDGES BEND IN
SUBORDINATE ROLE WITHIN THE PARK

FOCUS TOWARD THE PARK WHILE  
ADKNOWEDING I STREET

RESPECTS HISTORIC SYMMETRY AND 
DOES NOT OBSTRUCT VIEWS TOWARD THE 

CENTRAL FOUNTAIN

ORGANIC GEOMETRY

LINEAR I STREET

TRANSITION

February 2019
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SOFTENED EDGES BEND IN
SUBORDINATE ROLE WITHIN THE PARK

FOCUS TOWARD THE PARK WHILE  
ACKNOWLEDGING I STREET

RESPECTS HISTORIC SYMMETRY AND 
DOES NOT OBSTRUCT VIEWS TOWARD THE 

CENTRAL FOUNTAIN
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MATERIAL CONCEPTS

February 2019
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MATERIAL CONCEPTS

OPERATIONS ACCESS

PUBLIC ACCESS

CAFE ACCESS

February 2019
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AERIAL PERSPECTIVE - LOOKING SOUTH WEST TOWARD EYE STREET

CAFE PAVILION - DECKING DETAILS

PROPOSED RAILING MATERIALS & ELEMENTS

WOODEN TOP WITH BAR & LEAN-TO

STAINLESS STEEL WIRE MESH

June 2019

FRANKLIN PARK

STONE / METAL / WOOD

December 2018
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MATERIAL CONCEPTS
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STONE / METAL / WOOD

December 2018
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WEATHERED CONDITION NEW CONDITION

WIRE MESH
(to be black in color)



CHILDREN’S GARDEN
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PLAY EXPERIENCE

SOUND TUBES

ANIMAL TRACKS

CLIMBING STRUCTURE

SLIDE

Lee & Associates

June 2019
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INFRASTRUCTURAL ELEMENTS

OUTDOOR
CLASSROOM

INTERACTIVE
SCULPTURE

SEATING

STAIRS

Lee & Associates
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FOUNTAIN
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CONTEXT

Fluidity Design Consultants

THE FOUNTAIN IS THE PARK’S CENTRAL ORGANIZING LANDMARK, 
BRINGING A MEANINGFUL STATEMENT.

June 2019
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THE FOUNTAIN’S ELLIPTICAL FORM IS INTEGRATED WITH THE 
PARK’S SURROUNDING SPACES AND WALKS. 

ITS COPING’S NEOCLASSICAL PROFILE AND MANNERED OUTLINE 
IMBUE THE FOUNTAIN WITH HISTORIC AUTHENTICITY. 

THE FOUNTAIN’S SMALL, WIDELY SPACED JETS DO NOT 
ESTABLISH A STRONG VISUAL ANCHOR.

HISTORY, FORM & EFFECT

Fluidity Design Consultants

THE FOUNTAIN’S ELLIPTICAL FORM IS INTEGRATED WITH THE PARK’S 
SURROUNDING SPACES AND WALKS.

THE COPING’S NEOCLASSICAL PROFILE AND MANNERED OUTLINE 
IMBUE THE FOUNTAIN WITH HISTORIC AUTHENTICITY.

THE FOUNTAIN’S SMALL, WIDELY SPACED JETS DO NOT ESTABLISH A 
STRONG VISUAL ANCHOR.
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HISTORIC FOUNTAIN / PLAY FOUNTAINS HARMONY

Fluidity Design ConsultantsFIRST 100 YEARS 
1851 - 1933

PAST 100 YEARS
1933 - 2020
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SCALE
Fluidity Design Consultants

PLAY FOUNTAIN — PRECEDENT IMAGERY
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PLAY FOUNTAIN — CONCEPT

Fluidity Design Consultants
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PLAY FOUNTAIN EXPERIENCE LESSON

Fluidity Design Consultants  Franklin Park   190225

PLAY FOUNTAIN — SCALE

Fluidity Design Consultants

June 2019

FRANKLIN PARKFRANKLIN PARK
31



PLAY FOUNTAIN — PROPORTION

Fluidity Design Consultants
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CENTRAL PLAZA PROGAMMING - TYPICAL DAY
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CENTRAL PLAZA PROGAMMING - EVENT DAY
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PROGRAM STUDY - 500 PERSON EVENT PROGRAM STUDY - 500 PERSON CEREMONY PROGRAM STUDY - 200 PERSON EVENT WITH MEGA-TENT

PROGRAM STUDY - MOVIE NIGHTPROGRAM STUDY - 200 PERSON EVENT PROGRAM STUDY - MARKET FESTIVALS

PARK PROGRAMMING STUDIES

MAXIMUM
500 PERSON, 4 HOUR EVENT
44” X 45” STANDARD PORTABLE RESTROOM (8)
71” X 71” ACCESSIBLE PORTABLE RESTROOM (2)

MAXIMUM
200 PERSON, 4 HOUR EVENT
44” X 45” STANDARD PORTABLE RESTROOM (3)
71” X 71” ACCESSIBLE PORTABLE RESTROOM (1)
60” X 96” PORTABLE GENERATOR (1)

24’ X 12’ STAGE
6’ DIA. TABLES - 8 TOP (200 PEOPLE)
40’ X 160’ TENT (1)
2’ X 12’ BAR (2)

40’ X 22’ MOVIE SCREEN
1500 PEOPLE

16’ X 6’ MOVIE SCREEN
250 PEOPLE

200 PEOPLE
CAFE / PAVILION

FOUNTAIN PLAZA
10’ X 10’ TENT (28)

CAFE/ PAVILION PLAZA
10’ X 10’ TENT (12)

June 2019
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MAXIMUM
500 PERSON, 4 HOUR EVENT
44” X 45” STANDARD PORTABLE RESTROOM (8)
71” X 71” ACCESSIBLE PORTABLE RESTROOM (2)
60” X 96” PORTABLE GENERATOR (1)

500 PEOPLE
22.5’ X 22.5’ TENT (8)

24’ X 12’ 
STAGE



SITE PAVING
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SITE PAVING - MATERIALS LIST

June 2019

FRANKLIN PARK

Prest Brick Pavers - Linear
Cafe Plaza

Ipe
Cafe Decking

Stone Fines
Children’s Garden

Bluestone
Central Plaza

Exposed Aggregate Concrete
Sidewalk

Engineered Wood Fiber
Children’s Garden

FRANKLIN PARK
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Bus Shelter

Additional Sidewalk Sq. Ft.
(4,620 Sq Ft. Total)

3300 Sq. Ft.

345 Sq. Ft.280 Sq. Ft.

110 Sq. Ft. 280 Sq. Ft.

195 
Sq. Ft.

110
Sq. Ft.

Bike Racks (10 Typ.)

SITE PAVING - INCREASED SIDEWALK SPACE

June 2019
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HISTORIC 
INTERPRETATION
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HISTORIC INTERPRETATION - CONCEPT

1

Central Spring & 
Fountain as 

“wellspring” of 
Franklin Park 

History
Evolving 
Natural & 
Cultural 

Landscapes

Arena for 
Social 

Engagement

Wayfinding 
& Code of 
Conduct

Sustainability 
& Hydrology

Franklin Park Interpretation

MOA Stipulation:

2. Interpretation:
a. The NPS will erect interpretation 

(wayside exhibits) that include 
information about the history of the 
park and/or surrounding area. The 
waysides will follow the NPS standard 
design for wayside exhibits.

b. The NPS may install a historical 
timeline within the pavement area of 
the pedestrian mall that reflects the 
history of the site.

EHT Traceries

June 2019

FRANKLIN PARKFRANKLIN PARK
40



1851 - 1933PRE - 1851

FIRST 100 YEARSEARLY HISTORY, 
FARMLAND OF PORT ROYAL

NEXT 100 YEARSPAST 100 YEARS

1933 - 2020 2020 - 2120

?
FIGURE 11: Franklin Square in 1905 SOURCE:  Bromwell 1905

22

Franklin Park Vision and Transformation Environmental Assessment 

3-9 

Figure 3.4 – 1934 General Plan of Franklin Park  

 
Various modest changes, works of maintenance and even restoration, such as the replacement of 
modernistic ―mushroom‖ lamps with PWA-era Saratoga lamps, took place in Franklin Park from the mid- 
through the latter twentieth century. The ―Y shaped‖ walks were installed in 1945 and then both of them 
were removed in 2004-2005. In recent years, several trees have been removed to create sunny spaces. The 
change in Franklin Park‘s surroundings accelerated in this period. The neighborhood transitioned into a 
densely built-up part of the central business district. Rallies, demonstrations, and other public events took 
place periodically in the park. However, by the late 1960s, after the riots that followed the assassination of 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the area declined further. Prostitution, crime, and the 
presence of vagabonds discouraged middle class patronage.  

Beginning roughly at the turn of the current century, downtown Washington, including the area around 
Franklin Park, enjoyed an astonishing commercial revival. Slick glass and thinly applied stone veneer 
post-modern office buildings — reaching and sometimes breaching (due to inclusion of towers) the height 
limit — were built on every side of the park. The historic and restored Franklin School on 13th Street and 
the relocated façade of the Almas Temple along K Street were the only exceptions. In tandem with the 
growth of commercial real estate, major new increments of residential space have been constructed in 
apartment blocks along sections of Massachusetts Avenue and eastern downtown. Assuming the 
permanence of the height limit, downtown Washington will shortly be ―built out.‖  

HISTORIC INTERPRETATION - CONCEPT

June 2019
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HISTORIC INTERPRETATION - LOCATIONS

PRE - 1851

June 2019
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HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION - CENTRAL PLAZA TIMELINE
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SITE FURNISHINGS 
& LIGHTING
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CHILDREN’S GARDEN BENCH FOUNTAIN PLAZA BENCH OVERLOOK BENCH

SITE FURNISHINGS - CUSTOM BENCHES
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SITE FURNISHINGS - PRODUCT IMAGERY

SITE BENCH - NPS Standard Bench (ADA)
CONSTRUCTION DETAIL: Under Development

CHILDREN’S GARDEN - Off-The-Shelf Log Bench
DRIFTER BENCH: Streetlife

WATER FOUNTAIN - NPS Standard

LANDSCAPE FORMS - Chipman Bar Chair LANDSCAPE FORMS - Chipman Table & Chair LITTER RECEPTACLES - NPS Standard

June 2019
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CENTRAL PLAZA - Bench Under-Lights CAFE DECK - Railing Under-Lights RAIN GARDEN & CENTRAL PLAZA - Tree Up-Lights

SITE - Refurbished Seratoga Pedestrian Lights CENTRAL PLAZA - Tree Grate Up-Lights CHILDRENS GARDEN - Flood Lights

SITE LIGHTING - PRODUCT IMAGERY
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SITE PLANTING
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CAFE PAVILION PLAZA - PLANT SCHEDULE

Kalmia latifolia ‘Elf’
Elf Mountain Laurel

Hydrangea quercifolia
Oakleaf Hydrangea

Hydrangea arborescens
White Dome Hydrangea

Anemone x hybrida ‘Honorine Jobert’
Windflower

Iris versicolor
Northern Blue Flag

Fothergilla gardenii
Dwarf Fothergilla

June 2019
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CAFE

Osmunda cinnamomeum
Cinnamon Fern

Onoclea sensibilis
Sensitive Fern

Carex pensylvanica
Pennslyvania Sedge

Rhododendron mucronatum 
‘Winterthur’ - Winterthur Azalea

Tiarella cordifolia
Foam Flower

Hakonechloa macra
Japanese Forest Grass

Geranium macrorrhizum
Bigroot Geranium

CHILDREN’S
GARDEN

FRANKLIN PARK
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CENTRAL PLAZA - PLANT SCHEDULE

Hermocallis x “The Jury’s Out”
Day Lily

Ilex verticillata ‘Nana’
Sprite Winterberry

Muscari armeniacum
Grape Hyacinth

Ilex glabra ‘Shamrock’
Shamrock Inkberry

Hydrangea arborescens
White Dome Hydrangea

Anemone x hybrida ‘Honorine 
Jobert’ - Windflower
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Hermocallis “Hyperion”
Daylily

Liriope muscari ‘Trabert’s White’
White Lilyturf

Hermocallis citrina
Night Blooming Day Lily

Hakonechloa macra
Japanese Forest Grass

Allium ‘Millenium’
Ornamental Onion

Geranium macrorrhizum ‘Album’
Bigroot Geranium

Carex pensylvanica
Pennslyvania Sedge

CHILDREN’S
GARDEN
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CHILDREN’S GARDEN - PLANT SCHEDULE

June 2019
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Rhus glabra ‘Laciniata’
Cut-Leaf Smooth Sumac

Symphyotrichum cordifolium
Blue Wood Aster

Rhus aromatica ‘Gro-Low’
Gro-Low Fragrant Sumac

Hydrangea quercifolia
Oakleaf Hydrangea

Cornus stolonifera ‘ Farrow’
Arctic Fire Red Twig Dogwood

Rhododendron calendulaceum
Flame Azalea

Osmunda cinnamomeum
Cinnamon Fern

Asarum splendens ‘Quicksilver’
Quicksilver Chinese Wild Ginger

Hamamelis x intermedia 
‘Jelena’

Ilex verticillata ‘Nana’
Sprite Winterberry

Liriope muscari ‘Trabert’s White’
White Lilyturf

CHILDREN’S
GARDEN
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PAVILION

Cephalanthus occidentalis
Common Buttonberry 

Tiarella cordifolia
Foam Flower

FRANKLIN PARK
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SITE PERIMETER - PLANT SCHEDULE

Ilex verticillata ‘Nana’
Sprite Winterberry

Rhododendron mucronatum 
‘Winterthur’ - Winterthur Azalea

Hydrangea arborescens
White Dome Hydrangea

Baptisia sphaerocarpa
Yellow Wild Indigo

Fothergilla gardenii
Dwarf Fothergilla
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Carex pensylvanica
Pennslyvania Sedge

Hosta spp.
Plantain Lilies

Geranium macrorrhizum
Bigroot Geranium

Hakonechloa macra
Japanese Forest Grass

Tiarella cordifolia
Foam Flower

Hydrangea quercifolia
Oakleaf Hydrangea

Liriope muscari ‘Trabert’s White’
White Lilyturf

Dryopteris erythrosora
Autumn Fern

OVERLOOK

CAFE / PAVILION
PLAZA
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SITE TREES - PLANT SCHEDULE 

June 2019

FRANKLIN PARK

Ginkgo biloba ‘Princeton Sentry’
Ginkgo

Chionanthus virginicus
White Fringe Tree

Magnolia virginiana ‘Northern 
Belle’ - Sweet Bay Magnolia

Hamamelis virginiana
Witchhazel

Cercis canadensis var. alba
White EasternRedbud

Amelanchier spp.
Serviceberry

Magnolia acuminata
Cucumber Magnolia

Aesculus hippocastanum
Horse-Chestnut 

Cedrus atlantica
Atlas Cedar

Ilex opaca
American Holly

Acer × freemanii ‘Armstrong’
Freeman Maple

Quercus phellos
Willow Oak 

Nyssa sylvatica
Black Gum

Gymnocladus dioicus
Kentucky Coffeetree

Taxodium distichum var. distichum
Bald Cypress

Malus spp.
Crabapple

FRANKLIN PARK
53



PROPOSED DESIGN - AERIAL PERSPECTIVE

June 2019
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NOTE:
Project/Construction Logistics Plans will be shared 
with the community upon the procurement of a 
general contractor and prior to construction.

PROJECT TIMELINE - UPDATE

General Contractor Procurement: 
Summer / Fall 2019

Final Public Meeting: 
Today

Construction Start: 
Fall 2019

Construction Completion: 
Fall / Winter 2020

June 2019
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COMMUNITY MEETING 
FRANKLIN PARK 
JUNE 2019
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you’re 
invited 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Franklin Park Public Meeting 
Project Update  
 

 
 
 

 
when 

 
Thursday, June 20th, 2019 

Session I: 8:30 A.M.  - 10:00 A.M. 
Session II:  6:00 P.M.  -  8:00 P.M. 

 
 

where 
 

Session I: 
DowntownDC BID 
1275 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

 
Session II: 
Hotel Hamilton 
1001 14th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

 
The National Park Service (NPS), the D.C. Department of General 
Services, the D.C. Office of Planning, the D.C. Department of Parks 
and Recreation and the DowntownDC Business Improvement 
District (BID) are hosting two public meetings on Thursday, June 20, 
2019, at the following times and locations: 
 
8:30 a.m.- 10:00 a.m.                             6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
DowntownDC BID                                   Hotel Hamilton 
1275 K Street NW                                   1001 14th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005                          Washington, DC 20005 
 
The meetings will provide an update for the restoration and 
transformation Franklin Park, located in downtown DC between K and  
I Streets NW and 14th and 13th Streets NW. The Franklin Park designs 
were developed based on desired park uses and programs prioritized 
from public comments submitted to NPS and feedback received at 
prior Franklin Park public meetings. 
  
For more information about the Franklin Park Vision and 
Transformation Plan, please visit:  
parkplanning.nps.gov/ FranklinPark
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PROPOSED DESIGN - SITE PLAN

June 2019
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