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The National Park Service (NPS) prepared a development concept plan and environmental assessment
(plan/EA) for Rock Creek Park to establish a vision and clear guidance for the future management of the
Nature Center area (Nature Center Complex) at Rock Creek Park in Washington, DC. For the purposes of
this plan/EA, the project area is defined as the Nature Center and Planetarium; Horse Center Area;
Maintenance Area; and the immediate surroundings, including picnic areas #13 and #14 and nearby trails.

The facilities within the Nature Center Complex currently do not meet the full needs of park visitors and
staff. They require upgrades for code compliance purposes, including improvements for physical and
programmatic accessibility, fire suppression, and electrical and mechanical system upgrades. The current
configuration of the Nature Center, a contributing resource to the Rock Creek Park National Register
Historic District, does not make optimal use of its existing square footage, which limits its use for
community gatherings and potential revenue generation.

The EA was prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA; 42
United Stated Code [USC] 4321 et seq.) and its implementing regulations (40 Code of Federal
Regulations [CFR] 1500-1508.9); the Department of the Interior NEPA regulations (43 CFR Part 46); and
with NPS Director's Order 12: Conservation Planning, Environmental Impact Analysis, and Decision-
making (2011) and its accompanying handbook (2015). The statements and conclusion reached in this
finding of no significant impact (FONSI) are based on the documentation and analysis provided in the EA
and associated decision file. To the extent necessary, relevant sections of the EA are incorporated by
reference below.

SELECTED ALTERNATIVE

The EA analyzed a no-action alternative (alternative 1) and two action alternatives (alternatives 2 and 3)
for proposed renovations to the Nature Center Complex, with a focus on actions associated with the
Nature Center, Horse Center, Maintenance Yard, and surrounding amenities.

Selected Alternative Description

Based on the analysis presented in the EA, the NPS has selected Alternative 3 as the selected alternative
for implementation. Under the selected alternative (see pages 15-19 of the EA), the Nature Center
Complex will see some upgrades intended to enhance visitor opportunities at the Nature Center, Horse
Center, and surrounding area. In addition, areas that support park operations, such as the Maintenance
Area, will be reorganized and expanded for improved efficiency and functionality. Buildings will be
reconfigured, repaired, and/or repurposed to improve functional use and upgrade visitor and staff
accommodations. Universal accessibility and safety improvements in the Nature Center Complex will be
completed, and deferred maintenance will be addressed. The Nature Center Complex will use and
showcase sustainable green solutions and technology, minimize damaging impacts to the environment,
and strive for net zero emissions. Informational signs, new paths, and new connecting trails will also help
facilitate pedestrian connections between facilities. Lastly, in this alternative, the Miller Cabin will be
relocated into the area.
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CONCLUSION

As described above, the selected alternative does not constitute an action meeting the criteria that
normally requires preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS). The selected alternative will
not have a significant effect on the human environment in accordance with Scction 102(2) (c) of NEPA.

Based on the foregoing, it has been determined that an EIS is not required [or this project and, thus, will

not be prepared.
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