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Finding of No Significant Impact signed for the Desert View Inter-tribal
Cultural Heritage Site Plan/Environmental Assessment at Grand Canyon
National Park 
Grand Canyon, AZ - A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was signed by Kate Hammond,
Acting Regional Director for the Intermountain Region of the National Park Service (NPS), for a
site plan to transform Desert View in Grand Canyon National Park into an Inter-tribal Cultural
Heritage Site and share a unifying message from the park's traditionally associated tribes: "we
are still here". The NPS is committed to honoring the cultural, historic, and spiritual
connections that each tribe holds to the Grand Canyon.

Located at the southeast edge of Grand Canyon National Park, Desert View is near the east
entrance to the park. Desert View provides many visitors with their first introduction and
orientation to some of the park's most significant resources, including the Desert View
Watchtower, a national historic landmark, and its surrounding historic district. The area also
offers spectacular views of the Painted Desert and the Little Colorado River Gorge.

Over the last five years, the NPS has worked collaboratively with representatives from the
Kaibab
Band of Paiute Indians (representing five bands of Southern Paiute Indians), Havasupai, Hopi,
Hualapai, Navajo, Zuni, and Yavapai-Apache tribes; the Grand Canyon Conservancy; the
American
Indian Alaska Native Tourism Association (AIANTA); the Bureau of Indian Affairs; and park
concessioners to increase cultural demonstrations at Desert View and identify the necessary
infrastructure needed to transform the area into an Inter-tribal Cultural Heritage Site.

In 2018, the NPS prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Desert View Inter-tribal
Cultural Heritage Site Plan. In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act, the EA
evaluated a no action alternative and one action alternative. Public comments received during a
30-day public comment period, that ended November 24, 2018, were used in preparation of
the FONSI.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-o5wQsQ0V6JaHRmHH9YDNR6gXKlraxW0wUDMz-BabakOJbyQ5Pvnwm0YrYTFojSgXqoRwSjpLH-biEZA2YE7zpPA0p30Hp1Y424_yPF8dpC2n2gs2o3i2_eYcPLQJwj7-e0KYEey62Bt3r7aD3IHOMTkvse_O1uprQ4Dm-JgWwY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-o5wQsQ0V6JaHRmHH9YDNR6gXKlraxW0wUDMz-BabakOJbyQ5PvnwuX6BvKOppqRDlBb_TX1weTI9YbkJYlafrroNwRSvSSZvwFJdw9FfjEuYPboEeK_QGGx8S4TIUhsVQ9EtkfvWiBv20fi3txf7vgLQ_rJS1fZ20KXD-NI-stKmM-XlP9FlfycXCgbs34Ek2cCPxQQcT4=&c=&ch=


Under the park's selected action, the NPS will continue to partner with associated tribes and
park partners to create authentic, first-voice tribal interpretation and expand opportunities for
cultural and educational programs including demonstrations, exhibits, and personal
interactions with tribal representatives and artisans. In support of these expanded programs,
the NPS will modify existing infrastructure, rehabilitate and reuse historic buildings, and
complete some new construction within the existing developed footprint at Desert View.

The EA, FONSI and other reference documents further detailing the selected action can be
found on the NPS Planning Environment and Public Comment (PEPC) website. 

-NPS-

The 2019 Centennial commemorates 100 years of Grand Canyon's designation as a national park. To
prepare for the next century of stewardship, the 2019 Centennial will commemorate the past and inspire
future generations to experience, connect  with, and  protect Grand Canyon's unique resources. Join the
celebration at www.nps.gov/grca/getinvolved/centennial  or on social media with #GrandCanyon100. 
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