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We Want to Hear From You

• Two Methods:
 Preferred - Visit the the NPS’s Planning, Environment, and Public Comment 

(PEPC) Website at:  https://parkplanning.nps.gov/CanalHeadquarters and 
provide comments.

 Or fill out tri-fold paper and mail it to C&O Canal NHP 

• All comments are due by April 24, 2019 

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/CanalHeadquarters
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Project Overview

• New Construction: 20,000 sq. ft. Administrative Building and Visitor Center
• Bring 75+ NPS jobs to the Local Economy
• 420,000 visitors in 2017 and we expect many more in 2019
• Compliment Other Improvements in Cushwa Basin Area:

• Repaired Conococheague Aqueduct
• Lock 44
• Lock 44 Lockhouse
• Railroad Lift Bridge
• Canal boat Operations
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National Historical Preservation Act – Section 106

• Section 106
o Development of site is considered a Federal Undertaking
o Therefore must comply with Section 106 of NHPA.

• Area of Potential Effect (APE)
o APE is within Williamsport Historical District 
o Four structures within the APE are a contributing resource to the district:

 Miller Lumber:  Potomac Street building(s)
 Miller Lumber:  Mill Shop building along Route 11
 Cline House on Potomac Street
 Malott House on Salisbury Street
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Option A
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Option B
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Summary of Options

• Both Options:

 Fill in the gap along Potomac Street landscape with new building
 Have approx. 100 parking spaces
 Could use Cline House for Canal Quarters
 Could provide economic development opportunities of Miller Lumber 

storefront
 Remove Malott House
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Challenges

• Route 11:

 Traffic on Route 11 will continue to increase
 Provide safe access to Cushwa Basin and Towpath for visitors

• Funding:

 Uncertain funding sources from NPS
 Unknown potential for local, state or federal grants and economic 

development funds
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Options for Use of Miller Lumber Buildings

• Bike Shop/Rentals

• Cafe

• Gift Shop

• Boat Rentals

• Hiking Shop

• Education Shelter

• Bike Storage
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Economic Options

• Warming Hut vision from San Francisco
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What are Your Thoughts?

Option A Option B

Which existing historical 
buildings are important 

to save? 

What visitor service 
could the historic 

buildings be used for?

Where would funds 
come from to convert a 
historic building into a 

new visitor use?

Which viewpoint is more 
important:  From the 
Towpath or from the 

Courtyard?
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