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» Established on January 8, 1971 
mandating the NPS to “preserve and 
interpret the historic and scenic 
features of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal, and to develop the potential 
of the canal for public recreation...”  
 

» 184.5 miles from Georgetown to 
Cumberland Maryland 

 

 



SIGNIFICANCE OF THE C&O CANAL NHP 

» Canal transportation and engineering 

technology. 

» Cultural and social history of the Potomac 

River basin. 

» Most heavily used trails in the nation. 

» Three physiographic provinces; a unique 

riparian ecosystem. 

» Inspired a generation of conservationists. 

» Interpretive and educational efforts -- 4.8 

million annual visitors. 

*2016 NPS Visitor Use 
Statistics 



VISION FOR THE CANAL IN GEORGETOWN 

» Celebrate and respect the park’s historic 
character and sense of place. 

 

» Provide multiple active and passive 
recreational opportunities, essential services, 
events and programs. 

 

» Designed as a sustainable, maintainable, 
ecologically sensitive, safe and accessible 
urban place that serves a diverse group of 
users. 

 







GEORGETOWN CANAL PLAN 
A Concept Design & Partnership 

Restore, revitalize, and reimagine the  
one-mile section of the C&O Canal in Georgetown   

 

 
WORKING TOGETHER 

» National Park Service 

» Georgetown Heritage 

» Georgetown Business Improvement District 

» DC Office of Planning 
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» Canal Plan - Design Concept Phase 

» Roadmap to the Canal’s Future 

» Vision into Reality 

» James Corner Field Operations 

 -  Reveal the essence of the        canal 

through protection,         repair, & 

revitalization 

 

GEORGETOWN  
HERITAGE 

You are a part of Georgetown 

Heritage! 


