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The National Park Service, in partnership with Georgetown Heritage, the District Office of Planning (DCOP) and the Georgetown BID (GBID) is engaged in
comprehensive planning and design for revitalizing the one-mile section of the C&O Canal National Historical Park (NHP) in Georgetown. In accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the NPS is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to evaluate the potential impacts to the natural and
human environment as a result of the action. Concurrently, the NPS is conducting consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,

as amended (NHPA) to assess effects on significant cultural resources.

Purpose

The purpose of the proposed action is to develop a plan to enhance the one-mile portion of the C&O
Canal NHP in Georgetown, from the Zero-mile marker to the Alexandria Aqueduct. The plan will focus
on addressing deferred maintenance issues and related safety and accessibility concerns associated with
the towpath; improving connections between Georgetown and the C&O Canal towpath; enhancing visitor
experience through increased signage and optimizing underutilized areas. The plan will be developed

in a matter that addresses the identified needs, while also preserving the historic character and cultural
significance of the C&O Canal NHP and the Georgetown Historic District (DC Landmark, National
Register of Historic Places, National Historic Landmark).

Need

The Georgetown Canal plan is needed to provide a coordinated approach to address the
following concerns:

» Portions of the towpath are uneven, narrow, » The park desires to expand opportunities
and poorly lit, creating potential safety hazards; for interpretation, education, and cultural

» Visitors with limited mobility can only access P et ENG
the towpath from Grace Street, NW (south » The park has limited amenities and facilities
of the canal). All other access points are not for visitor comfort such as seating, drinking
compliant with the Architectural Barriers Act fountains, and rest rooms; and

Accessibility Standards (ABAAS); » Several plazas along the canal are underutilized

« Many access points to the towpath are not and could be developed to provide additional
readily visible or unknown due to lack of recreational activities.
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Project Area and Draft Area of Potential Effect NEPA and Section 106 Process

STEP 1 — SCOPING

Initiate Section 106 Process
Identify Historic Properties
Gather Information on Existing Conditions
Scoping Period and Public Meeting

STEP 2 — DEVELOP ALTERNATIVES

Develop Viable Project Alternatives that Meet Purpose and Need
Identify and Assess Impacts on Significant Cultural Resources
Determine Environmental Impacts

Washington Canoe Club
Potomac Aqueduct Bridge Abutment & Pier

- STEP 3 — CONSULTING PARTIES
Joseph Carleton House MEETIN G S

Georgetown Market

Bomford Mill

DC Paper Manufacturing Company Evaluate Adverse EﬁéCtS
Old Engine C No. 5 : :
City Twern Develop Resolution Strategies
Georgetown Commercial Buildings
Vigilant Fire House

Wisconsin Ave. Bridge and Canal Monument

I(’}s?ocslgl ll\l/filonic Lodge No. 5 STEP 4 - DR.AFT EA

Adams-Mason House

il i & Fecteral Youse ' Release Drafft EA to Public for a 30-Day Comment Period

Duvall Foundry EA will include Environmental and Cultural Impacts and
Loughborough-Patterson House

20. Thomas Sim Lee Corner
21. Henry McCleery House
22. West Heating Plant

23. Godey Lime Kilns
24. Watergate Complex

25. Key Bridge STEP 5 — CONCLUSION

mmmm Project Boundary  mmms Draft APE boundary Review and RQSPOnd to Public Comments
Ligged Pypgprties (30010 Prepare NEPA Decison Document (FONSI)

Conlcude Section 106 process (MOA or PA)
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Mitigation and Minimization Strategies

Give Us Your Tonight Mail
Fe e db ack! Take a moment to write down your comments on the forms Mail written comments to-

provided and drop them in the comment box C&O Canal National Historical Park Headquarters Office
NPS welcomes comments regarding potential Online 1850 Dual Highway

issues and concerns that should be considered Suite 100 C O mments are due

during the planning Process Submit written suggestions, comments, and concerns regarding the project online at : Hagerst()wn, MD 21740

http://parkplanning.nps.gov/georgetowncanalplan By July 7’ 20 1 7
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