Museum Exhibit Replacement Project Description
This project involves replacing about 1,400’ square in the front museum gallery with a new exhibit in the Pipestone National Monument Visitor Center or Historic Structure (HS)-2.  The new exhibit will share American Indian Tribal perspectives on spiritual practice and quarry significance.  The current museum exhibits were designed and installed during construction of the Mission 66 Visitor Center in 1958.  Ongoing consultations, since 2012, with 23 affiliated American Indian Tribes have resulted in a new design, scheduled for installation in the fall of 2019.  Coordination with Tribes has been ongoing throughout the exhibit planning process.  The new exhibit has been designed with the comments Tribes have provided, and this collaborative effort will continue.  Demolition of the existing museum space will remove all exhibits, exhibit casings, wall treatments, light soffits, floor coverings, and one diorama.  Exhibit artifacts will be returned to the collections’ storage spaces.  Privately owned items on loan to the monument will be returned to the owners.  Electric wiring, outlets, and new lighting will be installed.  The Area of Potential Effect (APE) includes the front, southwest-side, museum gallery space of the Visitor Center.  This project will take place inside a building, so archeological resources will not be affected.  The structure is a Mission 66, National Register of Historic Places-listed, historic resource.  As described in an updated draft National Register form (2016:29) discussing the Visitor Center significant features and integrity:  "As well, an open floor plan, ease of orientation, spacious voluminous lobby area with open-beamed ceilings; decoratively painted wood light troughs with aluminum dual spots; and original interpretive displays are significant features in the interior of the structure."  Expected stipulations or conditions of the adverse effect determination under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 include, but are not limited to:  
1) photography in accordance with Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record standards, 
2) an update of the National Register of Historic Places forms, 
3) completion of a Historic Resource Study, 
4) technical support for restoring the former Pipestone Indian School Superintendent’s Residence built in 1907; and, 
5) producing an educational online component to the park’s webpage that emphasizes public education on Mission 66 architecture and the park’s role in its development nationwide.
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Light Soffit or Trough in Visitor Center Entrance.
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Light Soffit or Trough in Visitor Center Front Gallery.
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Aerial View of Park Showing the Area of Potential Effect (APE),
 Inside the Visitor Center, a 1958 Mission 66-style Historic Building.
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Visitor Center, view Northeast.
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