








































































significant. The Potomac Gorge Conservation Site has been 
given a biodiversity significance ranking of B1. which 
represents a site of outstanding significance. The natural 
heritage resources of concern at this site are: 

Stygobromus pizzinii Pizzini's Amphipod 
G3G4/S1S2/NL/NL 
Eryngium yuccifolium var. yuccifolium Northern rattlesnake­
master G5T5/S2/NL/NL 
Phacelia covillei Coville's phacelia G3/Sl/NL/NL 
Symphyotrichum shortii Short's Aster GS/Sl/NL/NL 
Fontigens bottimeri Appalachian Springsnail 
G2G3/S2S3/SOC/LE 
Solidago racemosa Sticky Goldenrod G3?/Sl/NL/NL 
Stygobromus sextarius Capital area groundwater amphipod 
Gl/Sl/NL/NL 
Northern Coastal Plain/ Piedmont Mesic Mixed Hardwood 
Forest G5/S5/NL/NL 
Coastal Plain/ Outer Piedmont Basic Mesic Forest 
G4?/S3/NL/NL 

DCR supports the Mitigation Measures and Best Management 
Practices of the Preferred Alternative outlined under the 
Natural Resources header in Chapter 2, page 26 of the 
Environmental Assessment including minimizing soil 
disturbance through erosion and sediment control best 
management practices, measures to reduce the introduction 
and spread of invasive herbaceous plant species associated 
with ground disturbing activities during the project, 
conducting rare plant surveys prior to construction within the 
limits of outfall repairs to identify and delineate confirmed 
occurrences of Phacelia covillei and ongoing consultation with 
DCR. DCR requests copies of rare, threatened and endangered 
species survey results upon completion. 

Due to the legal status of the Appalachian springsnail, DCR 
recommends coordination with the Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF), Virginia's regulatory 
authority for the management and protection of this species to 
ensure compliance with the Virginia Endangered Species Act 
(VA ST§§ 29.1-563 - 570). 

In addition, the Rusty patched bumble bee (Bombus affinis, 
Gl/Sl/LE/NL) has been historically documented within two 
miles of the project area. The Rusty patched bumble bee is 
listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act by U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) effective March 21, 2017. 
Since the late 1990s, the Rusty patched bumble bee has 
declined throughout its historical range including Virginia and 
is anticipated to be extinct in all ecoregions by 2030. Threats 
to the Rusty patched bumble bee include disease, pesticides, 
climate change, habitat loss and small population dynamics. 

DCR recommends the implementation of the following USFWS 
voluntary measures for the conservation of the Rusty patched 
bumble bee: avoid pesticide use, avoid herbicide use, and 
plant native flowers that bloom throughout the spring and 
summer to support pollinator habitat. 

There are no State Natural Area Preserves under DCR's 
jurisdiction in the project vicinity. 
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Under a Memorandum of Agreement established between the 
Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
(VDACS) and the OCR, OCR represents VDACS in comments 
regarding potential impacts on state-listed threatened and 
endangered plant and insect species. The current activity will 
not affect any documented state-listed plants or insects. 

New and updated information is continually added to Biotics. 
Please re-submit project information and map for an update 
on this natural heritage information if the scope of the project 
changes and/or six months has passed before it is utilized. 

The VDGIF maintains a database of wildlife locations, 
including threatened and endangered species, trout streams, 
and anadromous fish waters that may contain information not 
documented in this letter. Their database may be accessed 
from http://vafwis.org/fwis/. According to the information 
currently in our files, Pimmit Run, which has been designated 
by the VDGIF as a "Threatened and Endangered Species 
Water" for the Wood turtle is within 2 miles of the project site. 
Therefore, OCR recommends coordination with Virginia's 
regulatory authority for the management and protection of 
this species, the VDGIF, to ensure compliance with the Virginia 
Endangered Species Act (VA ST§§ 29.1-563 - 570). 

75 Hooray! Pavement condition right now is awful, awful and I 
look forward to a smoother ride and a better RT 123 
interchange. Two lanes through a must! Please improve the 
merge onto 495 N, too. Big backups in the morning while 
driving west/north from Rosslyn. Please fix the drop-down 
drain inlets as well. They are like massive potholes. Tire-
poppers! 

Thank you for your comments. It is the NPS 
intention to use a context sensitive approach 
that helps to preserve the historic character 
of the Parkway while making necessary 
roadway, drainage, and safety 
improvements. 

Modifications to the existing GWMP/1-495 
off and on ramps are not part of the scope of 
this project The NPS will consider this 
request in the overall management and 
future projects on the Parkway. 
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APPENDIXE 

SECTION 106 PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT 

Finding of No Significant Impact 32 




