
United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
George Washington Memorial Parkway 

c/o Turkey Run Park 
M c h ,  Virginia 22101 

IN REPLY REPER TO: 
H2217A (GWMP) 

Ms. Kathleen Kilpatrick 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Virginia Depbnent of Historic Resources 
2801 Kensington Avenue 
Richmond, V A 2322 1 

ATTN: Ethel Eaton 

Subject: Section 106 Consultation re: Issuance of Permit by Kational Park Service, George Washington 
Memorial Parkway, to Arlington National Cemetery for Headstone Removal and Stream 
Stabilization Undertaking on NPS Properiy in Arlington, County, V A (see also MHR File # 
20 12-0390) 

Dear Ms. Kilpatrick: 

The staft of the George Washington Memorial Parkway ( G W ) ,  a unit of the National Park Service 
(WS) has h e n  working with personnel from Arlington National Cemetery ( ANC) and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACOE) for the issuance of a permit by NPS for Ihe ANC Millenium Area 
Headstone Removal undcrtaking, a portion of which is located on NPS property. This permit will allow 
ANC to remove discarded headstones from stream and drainage channels and to stabilize (and ultimately 
restore) these water features located within the former Section 29 of ANC, a parcel containing both ANC 
and NPS property, in Arlington County, Virginia. 

ANC and USACOE have consulted separately with your office (VDHR File # 2012-390) under Section 
106 of the National Histork Preservation Act of 1966 W A ) ,  as amended, and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation's regulations, 36 CFR Part 800, for the Millenium Area Headstone Removal 
undertaking. ANC had sought (Haynes to Holma letter June 5,201 2 )  and received (Holma to Haynes 
letter June 1 2,201 2) concurrence from your office with a "no adverse effect" finding for the undertaking. 
The NPS felt this finding was premature (Virta to Holma e-mail June 13 ,201  2) as we believed gaps 
existed in the definition of the undertaking, resourcc documentation. and impact analysis, espscially as it 
pertained to NPS lands. 

The NFSowned portion of Section 29 is part of the Arlington Woodlands associated with Arlington 
House. the Robert E. 1 Memorial, which is a historic property listcd on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 



Contained within this woodland are many specimens of old-growth forest and both historic and 
prehistoric archeological sites and specimens (see V D m  File # 95- 1353-F and Cultural Resource 
lnvestigafions at Section 29 at Arlinfion House. The Robert E by Heather Millis et al, 
Garrow & Associates 1998). 

The NPS has worked with ANC as a consulting party lo address the issues we perceived with compliance 
with the MIPA Section 106 process as well as with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
p m x s s .  The nature of the undertaking has been beuer defined, improved identification and 
documentation of cultural resources has been accomplished, and the level of potential impacts to 
resources has been more clearly understood through the drafting of an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
by ANC and USACE with NPS as a cooperating agency. Following a public review period, in which 
your office had the oppottunity to participate. the NPS issued a separate Finding of No Significant lmpact 
W S I )  contingent upon conditions and stipulations contained within the NPS-issued permit to help 
ensure no adverse effects to historic properties would occur (both attached for your information). 

At this point the NPS believes the impacts of the undertalung to historic properties (and the environment) 
have been minimized or mitigated to the degree we can concur with a finding of 9-10 adverse effect" for 
the undertaking in accordance with W A  Section 106. As the NPS must underbke a separate federai 
action of issuing ANC a construction permit for the project to access NPS property to carry out the 
undertaking, we are notifying your office of this proposed action and seek your comment in accordance 
with NHPA Section 106, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's regulations, 36 CFR Part 
800, and provisions set forth in the ie National Park 
Service (PA). The NPS feels its actions will have No Adverse Effect on historic properties. We hope you 
agree and have provided a signature block below for your convenience. 

Should you have my questions regarding this project, please do not hesitate to contact me at 703-289- 
2500, or GWMP Cultural Resources Program Manager Matthew Virta at m ~ e w  virta@nws.pov or 703- 
289-2535. Thank you for your continued assistance. 

Jon G. James 
Acting Superintendent 

Enclosures 



I concur the pennit issuance by the NPS for the AMC Millenium Area Headstone Removal 
project will have "No Adverse Effects" upon historic properties and that the present 
correspondence satisfies federal agency responsibi1 ities under Section 106 of the NHPA. 

Signature L 
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Printed Name & Title 


