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Correspondence Text

I hope there can be an exemption so the locals who live and work here on the Island do not have to
reserve and pay for a spot to go see what is right in their backyard, that would be a very unfortunate and
hard hit for the locals of MDI. Please make revisions to this draft, thank-you.
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Locals should not have to make reservations to get onto the park loop roads.
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.

I am a year-round resident of Bar Harbor and gladly paid for my Park Pass each year. [ really object to
being limited to use the Ocean Drive, Sand Beach access, etc. or any other restriction of my access to

Acadia National Park during the 'pleasant weather season'.

There should be some provision for people who live here year round to be able to access without the

need for reservations and additional fees.
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I'm have some concern about the proposed reservation system for certain areas of the park. [ run an
oceanographic summer program in Seal Harbor that runs for 9 weeks in the summer. While I'm aware
of the congestion concerns, I'm worried that the reservation system would limit our ability to make a
last minute decision (due to weather or other changes to our schedule) to visit some areas of the park.
Typically we set our schedule two weeks in advance so we would want the ability to make the
reservations within that time frame and not several weeks or even months in advance.

I'm also concerned about being charged for the reservation since we already pay for a CUA and
entrance to the park. I would hope it was a per vehicle charge and reasonable or maybe have no charge
at all. The park already charges everyone an entrance fee and it is going up. It seems like a double
charge. '

While our program is enhanced by having access to Acadia and our program teaches students about it's
importance and protection, it is also a National park. All US citizens fund it through taxes so it needs to
be accessible to all citizens at a reasonable cost.

Thank you.
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While T am not a fan of having to make a reservation to visit my favorite national park, I understand the
need for some type of control of the parking and driving during the busiest season. My
concerns/questions/comments are these: ‘

1. How does this affect residents of MDI? Some need to use park roads to get to work or to get home.
Can MDI residents get a waiver for reservations as long as they purchase a park pass?

2. I object to having to pay for a reservation after already having to pay for a pass. Park passes have
already been increased $5 ( at least it wasn't the initial $70 increase). It seems punitive. You are
restricting my access to parts of the park and I have to pay more. I think this will have a negative
impact on visitation.

3. Could Maine residents get first preference to reservation times?

4. Could the Island Explorer service be expanded? More trips along the reservation restricted areas of
the park? Adding Explorer service to Cadillac Summit to bring tourists and hikers?

5. How are you going to publicize this? If [ were a visitor from "away" and made my vacation plans to
visit Acadia and didn't make reservations to visit the park, I would be pretty upset if I found out after I
got here that I had to get reservations in advance and pay extra. I would be extremely upset if [ got here
and found out all the time slots were already filled and I couldn't go to those sections of the park.
Getting this information out to visitors is going to be critical.

6. How are you going to take these reservations? How far in advance? If as a local resident I decided to
go to Acadia on a nice day, would I be able to get a reservation that day or would I run the chance of all
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the available time slots being already taken? Will you hold some reservation time slots for same day
calls/online reservations?

7. How are you going to police this activity at the parking lots? Do you have enough park rangers? I
think not. -

As I said, I understand the need for some type of control but reservations may not be the best way. I
would prefer some type of capacity type control. If you only allow a certain number of vehicles per
hour into the park and restrict parking, this would be a better solution. It would not cost extra. You
could increase Island Explorer buses along the more popular routes and add routes to include the
Cadillac Summit? This makes entry a first come first served basis. I think this is a fairer system. It also
would prevent the vacationer scenario [ discussed in #5.
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As a long time visitor and former Island Explorer employee I think the idea for reservations is a bad
idea that will affect visit numbers. As a former transportation Supervisor for a Maine agency I have
worked on projects such as this, increasing the buses and providing ample park and ride that is
convenient to town then limiting the vehicle traffic makes much more sense. I feel your idea is putting
the cart before the horse. [ have a lifetime pass for.the 'NPS. I would hate to have to make reservations
to drive into the most beautiful place in the country.- -
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Two summers ago, circa August 1st, my wife and [ had a 1230 reservation for 4 at the Jordan Pond
House. I dropped off my wife and our two guests and embarked on an unsuccessful search for a parking
space. There being none, I had lunch in Northeast Harbor! '

Somehow, you need to ensure that there is reserved parking for all persons who have reservations at
Jordan Pond House. Otherwise, the Jordan Pond House will continue to lose business.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482

Page 8 of 639




PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 8

Author Information

Keep Private: No

Name: N/AN/A

Organization:

Organization Type: [-Unaffiliated Individual
Address:

Gouldsboro, ME 04607
USA

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Apr 26, 2018 Date Received: Apr 26, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: No

Notes:

Correspondence Text -

Fees for RESERVATIONS, besides entry fees? Reservations to allow out of staters to flood the park
and not allow Mainers to enjoy it? You have already limited access. Why should 'we the people’ pay
taxes for the NPS if we do not have free access to it?

Perhaps, you need to limit the people from out of state. Make THEM PAY for reservations. Local and
Mainers should not be penalized because of the "congestion" associated with the out of state visitors. -

Perhaps, the NPS needs to provide MORE PARKING on the top of Cadillac? There certainly is room!
What's next? Limited visitation? Perhaps a lottery for people to be allowed to visit?

This plan stinks! EXPECT pushback!
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My family has been coming up to acadia, for over 30 years. When I come it's 2x ayear. The end of
august, and the end of September. Each visit last 10 days each. What [ have read of your plan stinks.
My plans change day to day sometimes hour to hour based on the weather. You people what to make

the trip into the park like making dinner reservations in NYC. Its time to go spend my money else
where. :
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I have visited AcDia Bational Park for the last 35 years. As crowded as it gets, I do not favor a plan
with reservations. Please don't mess with a good thing, This plan sounds bad to me. Make bigger lots at
Jordon Pond and be happy you have the crowds.
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If they do this, they probably won't get any more money from me. I purchase a season pass every year,

" so that I can go any time I want, which is usually when the urge hits - [ almost never just "plan” to go.
If I have to make reservations - compete with tourists who will be filling the quotas months in advance,
1 simply won't go. Deer Isle is just as beautiful and not nearly as many people. And it's FREE to go
there. They're going to turn Acadia into a playground for people from away who have the time and
money to do this - "Martha's Vineyard North" - essentially blocking out the locals who live and work
here. Gone will be the days of packing up the kids for a spur of the moment trip to Sand Beach. Very
unfortunate! Perhaps they should stop being so greedy and just let peoplefind the place on their own,
instead of marketing it so heavily - that's the way it used to be and it worked out just fine. Perhaps start
with eliminating or reducing the cruise ships. Yes they are good for the local economy, but have a
minimal impact on the statewide or even Natl economy. I truly almost feel sorry for the people who
spend hard earned money and travel, sometimes, thousands of miles to go there to "get away from it
all", only to find themselves surrounded by crowds of people and traffic...
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Hello. I would like to comment because I have a unique perspective. [ am a seasonal ranger at Baxter
State Park where we strictly regulate the numbers of visitors using trails and points of interest passively
by keeping our parking lots small and not allowing street parking. This limits the number of people on
the summit which can still be quite crowded at peak times.

[ did my first personal visit to Acadia National Park this past October and I hiked the Precipice Trail. I
was somewhat off put by the numbers of people on the trail (cars were parked a half mile down the
road past the parking lot), the damage to the resources in terms of folks missing switchback turns going
off trail, and the amount of microtrash I found.

I know our park's missions are slightly different, but I'm definitely in favor of managing the number of
folks in any given area, One way to perhaps make the change easier for the public to accept is to model
the new regulations and policies after those already in place at other national parks, then time spent
educating new visitors will be reduced since they've been "trained" beforehand by parks with similar
regulations. It would be cool if The same system/s were in place at every national park you travelled
t00 so visitors know what to expect ahead of time.

Whatever the case make sure all staff have a list ready of good alternatives for park visors to go check
out instead. It's amazing how a majority of park visitors all end up in one or two spots and there are so
many other cool things the park has to offer!

Thanks!
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KDY

Could you perhaps distinguish between vehicles visiting MDI for the day and those staying on MDI?
(and therefore contributing significantly more to the local economy) For a modest additional sum, an
MDI temporary residence permit or similar could give those visitors staying on MDI preferred access
times or earlier entry, for example. :
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Thank you for working on this. Keep promoting the buses and add to the fleet if you can - they get full.
More pronounced markers where the bus stops would be really really helpful and could act as
advertisements or encouragements to use the bus. Example - we like to park at Soeur de Monts, and
hike up and over Cadillac to the entrance to Black Woods. There is nothing to assure us that the bus
stops at the trail head or at Black Woods Road entrance- so the first time we worried. how about big
obvious logo'd signs for anywhere the bus stops? (the signs can be aesthetic...not commercial, just
obvious). make it really clear to all visitors just how easy it is to hop on and hop off the bus and that it.

stops all over the place? L

Otherwise, the timed parking reservations make some sense at some locations.
I would love to see more of the roads closed to cars and only open to buses.. especially Cadillac Mt.

Make people enjoy the view instead of driving. Maybe you could allow handicapped visitors car access,
but otherwise, take the bus, bike or hike.

Consider closing the loop road to all but buses and bikes on Sundays.. that would be fantastic or
designate some special days in the summer that are bus and bike only days.

Just some thoughts. Good luck!
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I think plan C seems to be the best offered option.
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[ would like to comment with my endorsement of Alternative Option C. As a long time visitor, my
husband and I have noticed a significant up tick in traffic and congestion in the Park during the high
season. I am supportive of the reservation system. ‘

My feedback is the following:

-If this becomes a reality, proper and effective marketing of the reservation system MUST happen.
Both physical signage but also digital and through social media platforms. I can imagine that with poor
marketing and visibility of the new reservation system (especially at J ordan Pond House) is going to
have angered visitors and berating of staff employees who manage this gates.

-The superintendent and other high ranking park officials should be present (and even take a shift at
these proposed gates) to show support. Their mere visibility will help ease tensions.

-1 love the idea of a bigger parking lot at Eagle Lake. Great idea!

-My husband and I frequently use the Explorer busses to get around the island. We actually rent only
where we have easy access to the Explorer. Will there be more busses headed to those reservation only
places on a daily basis? A

-Finally, if possible, I would love to see the busses equipped with a larger capacity to hold more bikes.
We noticed that many other visitors have caught on to the awesome-ness that is the bus and found
ourselves having to wait for another bus because the bike racks were too full. I wonder if with the
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reservation areas (again, especially around Jordan Pond house) if the busses could hold more bikes or
have bike trailers on certain hourly busses.
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[ remember years ago driving into the Zion National Park canyon road and being
traffic. Well that park now has a wonderful clean transportation bus service at peak visitor season. We

loved the few times we went back.

Arcadia has to do the same or at least come up with some permit pass system ? Limited to so many
vehicles per day ? No easy answer for Arcadia as some roads are also used by permit or summer

residents. We visit ANP each Memorial Day and I have to say my favorite drive is at 6AM around park
loop road. It is so peaceful and quite, [ bet people would have a better experience year round by

eliminating, if possible, vehicles.

[ hope this plan is approved and it will be 100% for the better.
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My family owns a home in Bass Harbor. [ have been visiting the park since I was born. Acadia means a
lot to me and my family. ' -

[ have read through the reduced newsletter version of théipl._ém’s. I g’grée that Plan C is the best
alternative to the current system. . B 5

[ support moving forward with Plan C. While a reservation é};s'tem may. put off some people and
disappoint those who like to "wing it", [ think it does a lot of good. It most definitely does more good

than harm. I think it is gentle and effective.

Thank you to all those involved for listening to our concerns throughout this process. It has been a
breath of fresh air knowing that our voices matter.

Thinksl
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After reading the plan I think option B makes the most sense to visitors. I've been going to Acadia for
20 years now, and one of the things I enjoy is driving the park loop road whenever I want, sometimes a
few times in one day. [ don't want to have to stop and think about when do I want to drive around the
park. I do think the reservations for the "hot spots” is a great idea. Too many times over the last few
years we have missed or at least not enjoyed some favorite spots due to no parking, or just too crowded.
[ realize the other options only call for a small portion of the road to be timed but still, when you're on
vacation sometimes you just want to be carefrée and fly by the seat of your pants, and option B has a
better opportunity for that. e

Thank you for all that you do for Acadia, and I'm glad to see this plan taking shape!
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While it is convenient to drive along the park roads, the congestion warrants taking a look at a full park
shuttle service during peak season using exterior parking lots. This works well at Zion. I can't imagine
that timed lots will be effective. Shuttles (with bike racks) would be a great solution. Then the entry
would be per person, not car. ‘
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[ have an additional question to be considered. -
In reading the proposal I see no accommodation for frequent visitors or local residents. I do not live on
the island but I live only a short drive away. I go to the park frequently, sometimes as often as once per
week. [ watch my grandson in the summer and he loves to go to the beach. We go to Sand Beach
almost every week. Under the proposed plan it appears I would have to pay an additional fee for a
reservation to go to the beach in addition to the annual pass I already purchase. Depending on the cost -
of the reservation, this could increase my-cost to take my grandson to the beach by up to $100 over the
course of the summer. This is affordable for'and I would think for most people.

[ understand I could take the bus but that would entail carrying everything I would need for the day,
blanket, towels, toys, cooler with drinks and snacks etc from my car to the bus, from bus to beach and
back, then from the bus to my car all while not losing track of my very active grandson. Not very
practical.

Could there be a way of linking my annual pass to the reservation so that I and other "frequent flyers"
could get a discount on the reservation fee? I don't mind making a reservation. I don't mind paying a
small fee but those of us who use the park frequently should get some type of a break.

If some discount option is not going to be available or if the reservation fee is more than $1-2 than I
will not be able to go to the park with my grandson or at other times. I probably won't purchase an
annual pass either since I won't be going to the park very much if at all. I love Acadia and I understand

the need to deal with the congestion and parking issues but don't penalize the people who use it the
most.
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Another question, if I want to sightsee in the park and do the loop road, have a meal or tea at Jordan
Pond, and summit Cadillac to watch the sunset I have to buy 3 reservations?

1

]
A
SRy
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Didn't see- much about bicycles which is how I interact with the Park. Hope they will be considered.
Like plan D. Hope Park Loop Road 25 mph throughout.
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Sounds like the PS has contrived a complicated, orderly system for people on vacation to follow at a
time when admission rates have risen, People on vacation expect simple and flexible and do not
respond to rules, which, of course, entail an enforcement cost. People planning an outdoor vacation
expect, for example to adjust activity scheduling to what the prevailing weather dictates. The proposal
will likely result in widespread disorder, dissatisfaction and ultimately diminishing popularity, which
may have been the goal of this social engineering experiment all along.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482

Page 26 of 639



PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 24

Author Information

Keep Private: No

Name: T
Organization:

Organization Type: [-Unaffiliated Individual
Address:

Fort Fairfield, ME 04742
USA

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Apr 27, 20138 Date Received: Apr 27, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: No

Notes:

Correspondence Text

Controlling traffic at Acadia is a start. But, controlling traffic is not going to stop the overcrowding.

Restricting traffic and putting people on buses is not going to stop overcrowding. You need to limit the -~

amount of people entering the park!!! All of the overcrowding is bad for the environment, and needs to
be controlled.
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[ have been visiting The island and the park since my parents brought me there as a child. I'm 54 now
and the beauty and solitude I can still find on mountain peaks and near a crashing shore is always near
to my heart. I do find the traffic has gotten worse over the years. In fact I try to plan my visits at times
of the year when there are fewer people on the island. Myself, I really don't like being bussed except in
the evenings from the camp area. One idea I have sent in before is to open up more of the southern side
of the island. The area near and around Bernard Mtn., Seal Cove Pond would be a great area to
develope mountain bike/hiking trails. 1 understand the rules and all that but hiking mountain biking
trails, if created properly, can become a huge asset to the region. - ,

Many bikers would park on the southern side of the island and ride to the other side leaving their cars
off the roads. You would need to have larger parking areas. Anyway, think buses are good but maybe
electric and painted to reduce the visual impact. o
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Hi!
Thanks for the opportunity to comment.

| agree that changes need to be made. : - »

In order to address the older adult population, I would like to see a number of entrance passes at the
reserved sites for people 65°. I am imagining a couple coming for a ride on the Loop Road, unaware of
the new system, and being extremely disheartened at being turned around and asked to find a kiosk and
get a reservation for another day or to find an Island Explorer bus, which may be uncomfortable
considering limited mobility. ——

The Schooner Head parking area and Fabbri picnic area will be full of overflow cars. It would be
beneficial if the parking lots were doubled in size. Big large restrooms at these areas would also help
accommodate the crowds.

In lieu of right lane parking, perhaps a new parking/ picnic/ restroom area could be constructed between
Otter Creek and Seal Harbor.

For the purpose of unobstructed views, we could set a limit on the number of commercial busses.

A couple last thoughts...

If conditions are unfavorable (i.e. rain, cold) would the reserved areas be open to general pass holders?
Are bikers required to obtain a reservation?

s there an option to wait at one of the reservation-only areas in order to gain access when the crowds
have thinned? .

[ appreciate all the thought and effort that has gone into the new plan.

Thank You!
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[ support plan c.
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My feedback on the proposed plan to require reservations to use the park loop road and go up cadillac
are as follows.

If the purpose of the plan is to eliminate over crowding in those areas then how about putting a gate at
the bottom of Cadillac that opens and closes automatically on both the up side and down side of the
road. If it reaches it's capacity, you have to wait for someone to come off the mountain before the gate
opens to allow you up. Similar to a parking garage. Also prohibit RV's from going up at all.

The park loop should be left alone. Yes, it is crowdedv but every park is crowded in July and August and
it's okay. Let it be.

If you have to limit it, at least let locals have an access pass allowing them to get in without a
reservation.

Locals are the caretakers of the park. We are the Friends of Acadia, we are the supporters of legislation

that protects the park. Don't distance us from the park that we work to protect and that we love and
know better than anyone.

Thank you
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v

Could you close the road to Cadillac when the Island Explorer runs and only have ticketed bus service
to the summit? If not the Island Explorer than another bus service? Doing sunrise and sunset would be a
must. Other buses go up there. And people could still hike if they wanted. Just thinking about
national parks that don't let you drive to certain places inside the park. Especially once the parking lot
at the visitor center is enlarged this might work. Maybe the wonderful Island Explorer needs to become

part of the NPS.
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We have been visiting ANP and MDI for 45 years. As your
report indicates, the park is now over used and over populated. We have never been there in the
summer, just May and October. And even October is now extremely over crowded. The cruise ships
and their numbers of passengers have increased to the point where they need to be managed for the
benefit of the entire island, and Schoodic. We appreciate your intent to have every visit be meaningful.
Indeed the wonder of the park and its majesty is simply breathtaking. We support your recommended
plan and will do everything to respect new rules, reservations, guidelines and ecological considerations.
The park is a treasure, and the island is home to a lot of good citizens. Hopefully meaningful
compromises can be reached that will allow the park and the surrounding neighborhoods to exist in
peaceful, respectful,harmony. Thank you for undertaking this effort.
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Although I live in Maryland, I have a small camp in Maine that we spend time in every summer. [
cannot imagine a summer visit that did not include at least one trip to Acadia. Having visited annually
over more than 40 years, [ have been aware,of the large increase in the number of visitors and the
inevitable traffic and parking problems that result. Obviously, something must be done so that everyone

who visits can enjoy the trip rather than spending the day frustrated because favorite spots are or seem
inaccessible. k

I prefer a major expansion of patk and ride areas. Many other parks have simply decided that the only .
way to manage the number of people is to have people park remotely and bus in. All of us love our cars
and the freedom to just hop in and go wherever we want to. However when you multiply each of us by
millions of visitors, what people are seeing is traffic, not nature. Last summer [ visited Bandelier
National Monument in New Mexico. When I went to Bandelier 25 years ago, you could drive right in.
Last summer, we parked outside the park and took the bus like everyone else. It was fine. (I am 71, my
husband is 76 but even as older people, we found the bus convenient, easy to use, and able to drop us
close to places we wanted to see.)

My second choice would be timed entry that many museums have been using for years. I recall back in
the 1970's waiting in line for nearly 5 hours to see the King Tut exhibit at the National Gallery of Art.
When I finally got in, it was still so crowded that it was hard to see anything. Shortly thereafter, the
National Gallery went to timed entry for major exhibits. That system did what it was supposed to; it
controlled the number of people at any one time and everyone's experience was better. Bar Harbor and
Mount Desert have a lot of other things to do if people need to wait an hour or two before the time they
are assigned to enter Acadia. It might even bring in more business for shops and restaurants.

The only idea I think won't work is specifying a time people have to leave. How would you enforce
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that? What a nightmare! Good luck with this project. Making change is always hard, but once you get a
new system in place, people will get used to it. I think everyone will benefit.
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1 am SO desperately disappointed that it's come to this. I've been going to Acadia for over 25 years and
it was NEVER this outrageously crowded. I think it's been excessively advertised and I think you're
seeing the results of it. I very much miss the days when you could simply pull into a quiet parking area
and enjoy a peaceful walk in the woods....as it was meant to be. I, for one, do NOT want to have to
reserve a time to enter this park nor do I want to take a bus to see it. We were meant to FREELY enjoy
coming and going through it. I've said it before and I'll say it again: STOP THE ADVERTISING. It
may be more money in the hands of the greedy store owners (and whoever pockets the taxes) but it's -
killing the very nature of Acadia. ...and Maine in general for that matter.
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" While Im still reviewing the Acadia National Park transportation proposal [ would like to submit a
couple of ideas while they're fresh in my mind.

Eliminate all free entry onto park loop road. Limit the number of entry points to 3 and put a gate at
each. All other entrances get converted to exits only. I really believe this will cut back on the traffic in
general as well as overcrowding on Cadillac Mt and at Jordan Pond.

‘Separately, or in conjunction with any plan, a preferred (higher fee) park pass for those who want to
maintain the current level of access and parking. Locals would pay a substantially lower rate.

As someone who visits Acadia several times a year, [ would be more than happy to pay a premium
($100-$150) for a pass that provides me open access to the park.
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Due to the amount of money tourists have to pay to reserve lodging months in advance to be able to
stay on the Island and the unpredictability of the Acadia weather even in summer, it would be a great
disservice to the public to require reservations to travel on Park Loop Road.

Alternatively, tourists should get an earlier start in the morning and plan to do multiple activities while
inside the park, which is feasible if they start out earlier in the day.

The ONLY - and I mean ONLY - tourist-friendly solution for the long-term is to spend money on
improving roads and parking to accommodate demand. If this weren't a national park, but an
amusement park, private resort, or other commercially-run enterprise, they would do the following: (1)
expand both the number of access roads and the number of traffic lanes in each road, (2) double or
triple the size of parking lots, (3) create additional trails for hikers to navigate the areas that are most
heavily visited, (4) create brand new parking areas next to some of the equally pretty undiscovered
areas such as coves, cliffs, and overlook hiking trails, (5) create a designated paved bikeway, more or
Jess following the coast and other internal park roads, but making such bikeways separated by at least
15 feet from the road for both safety and aesthetics/enjoyment, and (6) change the funding mechanism
so that each particular national park's budget for infrastructure improvement is automatically expanded
based on total number of visitors per year.

I am not saying we should ignore safety for somewhat dangerous trails that need restricted volume of
hikers. Perhaps during peak season, the Behive and Precipice should have "pick a number" rules so less
than XXX hundred people are allowed to go up every 2 hours. Other trails do not have such safety
concerns.

Also, I am not saying we should destroy the beauty of nature. However, without allowing McDonalds,
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6-Flags, and speedboat rentals inside the park, we can still take steps to accommodate the expanding
volume of tourism in a responsible and satisfactory way. Overall, our national parks are managed to
allow the public to enjoy them; Acadia is not a wildlife sanctuary per se (although there are certainly
developmental restrictions on expansion and permissible visitor conduct important to protecting
ecologically-sensitive areas/species).

Thank you for your consideration.
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Free bikes at all bus stops
Electric and Three wheel electric for elderly and reduce cost _

Bus service only to the top of Cadillac Mount provide bike racks so some could ride down the
mountain. :

More bus service very difficult to get from Northeast harbor to Southwest perhaps a ferry service would
help. -
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Even though my family and [ have driven the roads of ANP many times and know about less popular
sites, we are often frustrated at the lack of parking spots or the audacity of some drivers to make their
own parking place. I suggest closing the parking lots at Cadillac Mountain and Sand Beach to all cars
during peak season, using the parking lots for busses only. Cars might be allowed to drive to the
summit but must immediately descend without stopping. Signage and expanded parking at the main

entrances would be required.

P.S.

As "locals" and regular visitors to ANP, my family and I have learned to avoid the park during peak
season. The benefits are less congestion and a restful visit when we do go; the drawbacks are closed
roads and rest facilities. I'd like to see maps and updates on the website indicating which roads and rest
facilities are open/closed throughout the year with maps highlighting the open roads and facilities (for

comfort and environmental reasons).

We heard about the open comment period on WABI-5 TV.
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the 2018 Acadia Draft Transportation Plan.
Please accept these suggestions in a spirit of respect and cooperation.

My opinion is more generally aligned with Option "D". System management seems less complicated
for everyone. But perhaps some hybrid of "C" and "D" makes sense, at least to start. I support further
evaluation/revision as things play out.

Perhaps I've missed something in the narrative, but it's not completely clear why a counterclockwise
flow of Park Loop traffic would be necessary under Option "D". It would be helpful to understand why
a clockwise direction was dismissed from consideration under that option.

It would be helpful to include a preliminary breakdown of estimated costs and sources of funds to
implement each of these options.

t would be helpful to include preliminary estimates of expected implementation timelines for each
option.

Creating incentives to encourage alternative transportation/smaller vehicles is a crucial element going
forward.

Consider an accelerated phase-in schedule for vehicle size restrictions, which is important under any
option. There will be ample time between approval and implementation to communicate such changes.

And please retain a focus on enhanced pedestrian and bicycling access as a high priority.
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Regarding other elements of the plan as outlined:

1. Reservation System:

Option "D" would be better. Option "C" is too fragmented/unwieldy/confusing. Also, consider
"classes" of reservations based on size/capacity of vehicles.

2. Right Lane Parking: :

Option "C" is the more reasonable approach, but it's not clear what "social trails" are, and how they
would be negatively impacted under Options "C" or "D". If these trails are indeed a right lane parking
issue, you might be able to keep some of these spaces open under Option "D" by virtue of systemic
management of visitor volume. A better alternative would be small, strategically placed parking lots
nearer (but not necessarily immediately adjacent to) these trails.

3. Eagle Lake/Acadia Mtn/Satterlie parking:
All are great ideas, but is Liscomb Pit and Old Rt 233 one and the same? (i.e., are Option"C" and
Option "D" identical in this regard?). If not, even better.

4. Hull's Cove:
Increased parking for a transportation hub is a good idea, but limit the size/scope of a visitor facility
there (which would be redundant with 5. below). .

5. Gateway Center: .
Option "D" preferred. Definitely make it the primary- visitor center. If the first orientation to Acadia is
comprehensive, how many other centers are necessary?

6. Thompson Island:
Option "C" preferred. ‘ ’ C e

[ appreciate the myriad challenges involved in a project of this scope. You've conducted a thoughtful. - -
process. It's difficult to be all things to all people.

Thanks again.
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Create a "grand central station” for the Island Explorer, and build it right near the end of the causeway
5o visitors can't miss it (there could be subordinate hubs in Bar Harbor and at J ordan Pond).

Large "departures" board should list all popular destinations along with time to get there and a
countdown to Next Bus (or call it a Tram so it sounds more attractive). Buses on each route should be .
scheduled with only five to ten minutes between buses, so there is a perception (and reality) of
continuous motion and always-on accessibility.

Parking prices at the Grand Station should be very low- to encourage as much use as poséible for the
transit system, parking fees could be linked to EasyPass to avoid long lines getting in.

Parking footprint could be minimized in a solar-roofed, multi-level garage - you could also offer
reserved parking for a premium fee. Individual-auto entry fees should then be raised and parking within
the Park should be fee-based. Tickets for the Island Explorer should be free to super-affordable to
encourage ridership and offer a very real alternative to individual autos. Tickets could be sold digitally
after a year or two if need be.
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December 6, 2016 (date I originally submitted this letter)

, To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Eli Simon and I am the owner of the Atlantic Climbing School (ACS) in Bar
Harbor, Maine.For those who may not be familiar with ACS, we are a small, year-round -
guide service offering rock and ice climbing instruction in Acadia National Park since =~
1994 under a Commercial Use Authorization permit.

[ am writing in the hope of opening a dialog about how the Acadia National Park
Transportation Plan might affect the daily operations of ACS (as well as my competitor,
Acadia Mountain Guides [AMG]) and to explore what accommodations may be
considered so that our businesses may continue to offer our services to park users without
any adverse impacts from the plan. I would like to highlight a few concerns I have with
some elements of the Preliminary Concepts.

ACS and AMG together service a very active and unique user group in Acadia. We both
offer private and customized full-day and half-day climbing courses, seven days a week,
at many different locations in the park. Access to several of these climbing sites requires
right lane parking on the Park Loop Road.

At ACS, we meet our clients at our office in downtown Bar Harbor before each course;
here we outfit them with gear and discuss the options for the day. We explain the
differences between the various climbing sites and together we decide what will be the
best fit, taking into account the client's fitness, experience level and attitude (as one
might expect, the prospect of rock climbing can be intimidating to many novice clients,
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hence our careful approach). It isn't until we have this face-to-face with our clients that
we determine which area we will be climbing. Additionally, there are often times when
we will visit multiple areas during a single course. After departing the office, an ACS
climbing guide typically rides in their client's vehicle to the climbing site. Historically,
this system has worked extremely well and provides us with the efficiency, mobility, and
freedom to customize each course, and the ability to maintain the level of flexibility we
need to modify plans quickly.

The most popular course length at ACS is a half-day course. One of my concerns is that if
we could no longer access the park's climbing sites by client vehicle and instead had to
rely on a park shuttle bus to transport our clients and guides into the park, we would loose
a significant amount of time and jeopardize the viability of half-day courses. The loss of
right lane parking and having to rely on bus transportation would also reduce our ability
to switch locations seamlessly.

We have also viewed the use of a private vehicle on each course as another layer of
safety: the ability to quickly exit the park in the case of an emergency (such as if a client
has an anaphylactic reaction to a bee sting and must be rushed to the ER). :

If a reservation system is implemented I would suggest that ACS and AMG have a set
amount of parking spots available each day at specific climbing sites. During peak season
[ estimate that, between the two climbing schools, we average less than forty vehicle trips
into the park each day.

I hope you will take the potential adverse impacts the Plan may have on ACS and AMG
into consideration as the planning process unfolds. Please know that I am supportive of
the Goals and Desired Conditions outlined in the Preliminary Concepts Newsletter and
stand ready to assist the park in any way [ can going forward.

Thank you for your time and consideration. :

Sincerely, ' '

Eli Simon

Atlantic Climbing School
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[ have been coming to Acadia each summer for approximately 40 years. During the past 15 years I have
been coming during July and August.

Comment 1: Buses should have a safe place to stop at trailheads in the park so they can pickup/drop off
visitors at trailheads within the park especially on the loop road

Comment 2:There needs to be a better parking arrangement at Echo Lake. Currently when the lot is
full, people hover in their cars all over the lot waiting for a space to open near them-and then the go all
out to get there before another car.  have seen numerous arguments and a couple of fights in the
parking lot. Perhaps a system where at the entrance to the lake there is a sign that shows how many
spaces are available and/or when the lot is full. Cars wait in a line and enter only when a space becomes
available.

Comment 3: There should be more buses so that the wait time is shorter, That will encourage more
people to give up their cars and use the buses.

Comment 4: Buses should be able to accommodate more bikes. Other than the bus from Bar Harbor to
Eagle Lake buses normally have space for just a few bikes.
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I think the best part of proposal is the construction of additional parking at the Visitors Center, and
Eagle Lake (Liscomb Pit). Another area where additional parking is needed is on Rt 198 in the vicinity
of the Parkman and Brown Mt parking area, '

[ realize that there is a reluctance to add additional parking, but most people coming to the park, and
especially day use visitors, come by car. With limited parking, these visitors are spending a lot of time
driving around looking for parking or parking in non-designated areas and this adds to the congestion.
My thinking is that A CAR IN A PARKING LOT IS A CAR THAT'S NOT ON THE ROAD.
Additional, strategically located parking areas should help to alleviate road congestion.

Whatever system is put in place there will always be a need for an improved and expanded shuttle
system. With the present system, a lot of time can be spent getting from one location to another. This
discourages people, especially day use visitors or locals wishing to spend a few hours in the park, from
using the shuttle.

It seems like the timed-entry reservation system would be complicated and difficult to manage, but it's
worth a trial run. Additional cell phone coverage would be required in all areas of the park to make the
on-line reservation system work.

My long-range view would be the elimination of all vehicle traffic on the Loop Road and a "people
mover" transportation system - for example, electric, trolley type, hop-on, hop-off vehicles traveling in
both directions with no schedule, but in sufficient number that there would never be more than a 10 min
or so wait. This would free up the Loop Road for biking AND WALKING.
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Correspondence Text

For many of us that live in the area the park is an integral part of our every day life. A good portion of
us have jobs or own businesses that are tourist related. We support the park, we volunteer, we pick up
trash, rake leaves....all because we respect the opportunity that we have to live here. With the preferred
option given by the park, a good portion of us will lose our ability to visit. Our time is governed by our
guests/customers. We will not be able to make a reservation to drive park loop road to our favorite hike
when we manage to wrangle a free hour in our day. Adding the additional cost of making a reservation
on top of our annual pass....along with a good probability of not being able to honor the reservation due

“to circumstances that arise in business. I think Cadillac should be monitored from sunrise to sunset. -
Install gates....it won't be the end of the world to have gates. More entrances need to be monitored to
check for passes, you are losing more money than you know. I don't think any of the options presented
are the best choice, however a mixture of them all sounds more logical. Offer a "resident" annual pass
that does not require additional reservations.

I'd
’
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I would like to eliminate large(to be defined) campers on the loop road during the high season.
Providing more bus alternative seems like a very good idea. Better cell phone coverage on MDI would
not only help dissemination of needed congestion information to visitors but would help visitor safety
as well. N
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We are frequent visitors to Acadia for annual stays averaging 2 weeks, during which we hike an
average of 12 mountains. Alternative C makes sense to us to help resolve congestion, but only if the
reservation windows for entry are at least one hour in length, and ideally two hours, for entry slots prior
to 9 am, to accommodate morning travel times. For example, driving over from Southwest Harbor to
drop hiker 1 at Precipice Trailhead and then taking the car to Sand Beach to climb Champlain Mountain
to meet hiker 1 and return to Sand Beach, we normally are at Sand Beach somewhere between 7:30 and
9:00 am. But if we only have a 15 or 30 minute window, this requires much more coordination (and no
unexpected traffic delays) on"getting to the Sand Beach entrance station. We'd have similar concerns
for Jordan Pond House North parking; we usually arrive there for climbing Penobscot, Sergeant or
Pemetic somewhere between 7:30 and 9. It would be very difficult to conform to a short window
period. ,

We have never found parking or loop road traffic to be congested at those early hours, so longer
windows seem justified then even if shorter windows might work later in the day.

One hiking option the plan would make difficult is splitting our party on a Dorr Mountain hike, with
hikers 1 and 2 continuing over to Cadillac while hiker 3 returns to Sieur du Mont, getting the car and
-driving up Cadillac to retrieve hikers 1 and 2. It of course would be fantastic if there were a minibus or
van that brought people back down from Cadillac summit to a point on the loop road, perhaps the North
Cadillac trailhead or the Visitor Center. I can see people interested in a hike up, ride back option.
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The focus of the plan should be on reducing overuse. Providing more access by bus tours, Island
Explorer, bicycle tours and other mass tourism modes only worsens the problem of overuse in the Park.

Furthermore, these mass access modes discriminate against the elderly, the handicapped and those with
small children.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC 1D: 58482

Page 52 of 639




PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 46

Author Information
Keep Private: No

Name i

Organization:
Organization Type: [-Unaffiliated Individual
Address:
Nottingham, NH 03290
USA
E-mail: b

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: May 4, 2018 Date Received: May 4, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter; No

Notes:

Correspondence Text

The trend in the park for the last few years seems to have been to force people onto the buses by
reducing parking, Two examples come to mind. One, Bubble pond parking was negated with an
expensive revision that only resulted in reduced parking. Two, the parking on Park Loop near Jorden
Pond house could have been expanded with some careful grooming of the shoulder between the road
and the fence. '

These are only two examples. One has to wonder the motivation behind these type of decisions.

The point that seems to have been missed is that parked cars reduce congestion as well as pollution.
Many people continue to just drive around looking for parking that no longer exists.

Many of the existing lots could be expanded a bit with minimal environmental impact.
There are many Park users that will be unable to comfortably use the park if the increased parking
restrictions continue: old folks, disabled people, families that require multiple strollers, runners that

need extra clothing, bicyclists when bus racks are full.

Someone has suggested using a system such as that used in Denali. Great, a drone and a large video
screen would do the job just as well. That is not enjoying the park!
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Thank you for being open to comment. We appreciated Friends of Acadia's notification and NPS's
feedback opportunity. We have made annual pilgrimages to Acadia for 30 years. It's a spiritual
experience for us. We've seen the dramatic iricrease in cruise ships, cdrs and busses. We have witnessed
firsthand the detriment to the park's solitude, ecological resources, nature and safety, as your plan
describes. We have changed our vacation time to come.after the summer peak. We've also experienced
the challenges of aging, yet we still fully enjoyed the park. For us to'take the Islander to get to our
favorite idyllic places is unrealistic, e.g., Duck Brook bridge, quiet alcoves of Schoodic, Hawk Watch; .
Fabri and Sieur de Mont birding, College of the Atlantic evening lectures, Beech Mountain views, etc.
After three back-fusion surgeries, foot surgery, three joint replacements, reaching our 70s, etc., we need
supplies (e.g., walking sticks, canes, water, birding scope, binoculars) to be handy in our car. They are
more than we can pack and carry on the bus from stop to stop. We also need restrooms when we need
them, not when the bus is scheduled. I totally agree with the plan's suggestions to limit tour busses,
reduce cars, retain bicycles, keep Park Look Road 1-way, create more bus routes with more frequent
stops, expand park/ride lots, etc. But please allow us to drive independently. We would be inconsolable
if we couldn't directly and feasibly access the beauty and spirituality of the park. Thank you.
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Acadia National Park is a much beloved park which I have been enjoying for many, many years, firstas

day trips with my grandfather when we would drive up from his house in Blue Hill until now as part-
time, off-island seasonal residents. Over the last decade or so we have been as concerned as the Park
Service over the increasing surge of usage of the park. Many areas are so crowded that our own usage
of the park has been pushed to off hours, either very early or late in the day. The free Island Explorer
has become a welcome part of our experience of the park, which we usually access from the Acadia
Gateway. Of the alternatives provided by the Park Service, Plan C would seem to provide the best cost. - -
vs. benefit to us as off-island, seasonal residents. I do have some concerns regarding accessibility. We - -
are more than happy to park and ride the Island Explorer. The buses are clean, the air conditioning is
welcoming after hiking and best of all they are free. I would hope the plan stresses an increase in this
free transportation option, with commercial buses being limited to more tour and learn capacity. If
L.L.Bean is unable to donate the buses and service to accommodate the needed increase, perhaps buses
could be provided by other companies as well, providing an opportunity for advertising on the buses for
those companies. As a member of a family coming into the park with four kids for frequent visits over
the summer, having to pay for transportation on a per visit, per person basis would definitely decrease
our enjoyment and usage of the park. I think the expansion of the Acadia Gateway will be a good thing,
especially if the Island Explorer routes can be reconfigured so that not every route seems to end at Bar
Harbor. We love the bus, but when traveling with small kids having to wait and take a second bus to get
back to our car at the Acadia Gateway can be onerous. As the park has become more crowded over
recent years [ have become increasingly concerned with bicyclists using the park roads. I love the
ambition of those that summit Cadillac by bike but as someone trying to get around these visitors in a
car, they definitely are a hazard. Decreasing off-shoulder parking and the humber of vehicles on those
roads would allow bicyclists to more safely use the roads as well. I love that the park offers car-free

days and regret that we have not been able to take part in the off season. Perhaps these could be
increased to once a month, mornings only during the high season? I love the planned expansion of
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Hulls Visitor Center with a new building. My elderly mother hasn't visited the Hulls Cover Visitor
Center in years because of the limited handicap parking in the small upper lot and all the stairs to reach
the building. I miss the 3-D park "map" and hope that will be part of the new facility. We love
bicycling the carriage roads and have found the parking at Eagle Lake to be a bit of a nightmare,
especially with young children, so opening a large lot to allow off-road parking will be welcome.
support Plan C as the best option for Acadia National Park.
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We believe that any reservation system would be unworkable for a variety of reasons. The majority of
visitors drive to the park and often make last minute plans based upon the weather. In addition, setting
up and managing the system would be extremely difficult. Would people with a reservation be turned
away if they arrived an hour or two late for example? Another option would be to have a few very large
parking lots which offered continuous bus service (propane fueled?) to-the loop road (the entrance fee
per person could be collected before boarding the buses). Visitors could get on and off of the buses as
often as they wished. Mobility carts could be available for people who have limited walking ability at
some places on the loop road. With this approach, no cars would be allowed .on certain areas of the park
loop road during the busiest time of the year.
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Correspondence Text

As a vacation homeowner on MDI, and frequent year-round visitor for the past 16 years, we have noted
with mixed feelings the increase in visitors to ANP and the congestion it has created. [ applaud the NPS
for being pro-active to address this issue, and having read the draft transportation plan, I generally
endorse option C, but [ have two concerns: ‘

1. I do not think right hand lane parking should be eliminated. This option greatly expands the
accessibility of trail heads throughout the park. In fact, it was disappointing to see the roadside parking
south of the Jordan Pond House blocked on both sides over the last few years. This greatly contributes
to the congestion and difficulty accessing the area.

2. If access is limited by reservations, it is essential that provisions be made for people that live on
MDI. I would go as far as to suggest that residents or property owners be exempt from the requirement
for reservations. This would have a minimal impact on overall congestion and be the right thing to do.
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You have done a great job listening and balancing interests with your preferred alternative. I
particularly like the expansion of Hull's Cove for park and ride and the new parking at Eagle Lake. And
[ am very glad you are not proposing a restricted entrance to the entire park- -that "in and out" character
is part of Acadia's charm. Only one suggestion: . '

I may have missed the definition of "peak times" but would urge that, at least at the-beginning, the peak
be limited especially at Jordan Pond House where there.are so many hiking and carriage trails to access.
Would suggest peak time not begin until 11 a.m. when folks are arriving for lunch. Similarly, would
suggest that at least the first half of June be considered non-Peak for all three locations. I know from
experience that these times are not that crowded in the Jordan Pond lot. '
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My first thought after 1eadmg the proposal is: 1 dont know if I want to go to Acadia under these
conditions. First, the timed entry from mid-may to mid-October. We have frequented the park in Early
June and there has never been a problem with parking or traffic. I can understand Memorial Day
weekend, Labor Day weekend, and busy parts of the summer but not times with the traffic isn't there.

Second, we go to Acadia for vacation. I don't want to have to worry about being at a certain place at a
certain time that is just stressful!
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We think that you have come up with a lot of good ideas, especially the new parking lot on Liscomb Pit
Road. One idea that we brought up at previous open houses that we don't see anywhere in the plan is to
make the section from Jordan Pond North Lot to the start of the Cadillac Summit Road be one way -
heading Northbound. This stretch has so mary blind curves that when there is traffic flowing in both
directions and there are bikes on the road, it becomes impossible to pass them for long stretches,
whether driving a car or a bus. Many park visitor bike riders are also infrequent riders so this presents
even more safety hazards to both the riders and the drivers. Vehicles wishing to head to Jordan Pond,
Bubble Rock, etc from Bar Harbor or:the ANP Visitor Center could be directed to use Eagle Lake Rd
or Route 3 as an alternative route if the Ocean Drive section is being limited by the proposed new

reservation system,
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I have no issues with any plan that seeks to eliminate congestion and impact on this incredible resource.
I do however travel with a pet so would ask that the buses allow well behaved pets to travel with their
owners. It is the single most limiting tHing that keeps me from utilizing public transportation within the
park. I would personally LOVE to allow someone else to do the driving but I love to hike with my dog
so I am forced to drive. ' '
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My-husband and I have been coming to the park for thirty years. We have been extending our time
from one week to two and are hoping to make it three. We are coming at peak season mid-July to Mid-
August. We time our hiking-times in these congested areas to early morning and late afternoon. We
hike Gorham and the carriage trails leading out of Jordan Pond during these times. What has created
issues for us is the closing of what few parking areas there are outside the Jordan Pond area. While we
can appreciate the congestion concerns and have experienced these, I do not see a reservation system
working nor do I see the éxpansion of the Explorer buses being able to absorb the number of visitors
into the park. We do'hike out of the parking lot at the main Hulls Cove Visitors Center to gain access to
park of the carriage roads. The park loop road near Sand Beach is always an issue, but eliminating
parking on the right side of the road? In my observation the parking on the right hand side of the road
has lessened the dangers. I KNOW that people/kids/bikes are going to step out in front of me, but they
will do that crossing the road from a parking lot. If [ am going to be in Acadia for two or three weeks, I
am going to have a car and would want access to those reservation areas several times while I am there.
The carriage roads are most accessible from Jordan Pond. The parking at the far ends of those roads is
less accessible, more restricted and dangerous. I'm not sure what the answer is, but as a long time
visitor, I'm hoping that there may be a workable plan B to reservations. Thank you
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I think Plan C is best, because it creates immediate relief on the most critical congestion spots while
leaving open options for more action later. The other lots for hiking and biking are largely unchanged
for now. .

1 do think that both rider experience and reservation experience would be greatly enhance by creating
an APP to the Islander routes and timetables. This should be an active APP that allows visitors to type

where you want to go, when, your current location (GPS), and if you prefer to go by car. The APP can. . .

then give the nearest Islander stop and time. If the visitor wants to go by car, the APP can make the
reservation (if required). Further the APP can show how congested sites/lots are in real time as well as
least crowded time to visit. Think of the APP WAZE. A good APP should encourage more bus use and
less congested visitor times.
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My wife and I took a trip to the Grand Canyon recently. The 'no personal vehicles/free and frequent
buses' was a great approach! We could get on and off where we wished, stay as long as we wanted, and
did not have to deal with traffic or parking.

I strongly advocate for this approach to be implemented at Acadia, especially on the loop road. It would
really enhance everyone's experience of the park, and save wear and tear on the roads (maybe

collectively decrease our carbon footprint, too!)

Thank you for considering this option.
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Please take the needs of locals into account in the plan. Residents (including summer residents) and '
homeowners of the four MDI towns contribute to the success of the park in numerous ways. We
deserve access to the park with a minimum of additional cost (on top of our annual Acadia pass) and
with a minimum of friction. ' ’ ;

One way to minimize the friction for locals is to-allocate a portion of entry slots each day to local
residents for same-day reservations. Even 10% (20% would be better) would allow someone to enjoy -
spots along Ocean Drive that they may have visited for 5, 10, or 20 years. Forcing us to plan our daily
lives the way visitors plan their vacations is unrealistic and punitive.

Any thinking that locals don't use the park during mid-day hours is overly simplistic. Many people
work different shifts, are retired, or have flexibility in their schedules. If [ wake up on a Tuesday and
find that my work projects are under control, the weather is good and want to hike up Jordan Cliffs
(using the Jordan Pond House parking lot), I should not be precluded from doing so because I failed to
reserve a space two weeks earlier. Requiring that kind of planning essentially places a priority on
visitors over local residents, discounting the community's role in sustaining the park.

If this plan is implemented as proposed, I will likely sell my home in Mount Desert and go somewhere
more welcoming. That won't help the park. No locals means no workers, no businesses, no services and

ultimately no economy. Please don't drive us away.

Thanks you.
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Correspondence Text:

[ like Alternative C or D. If you feel like C is preferred than I will trust that this works best for
everyone involved. This needs to be put in place as quickly as possible.

With all of these changes (which I agree with the need/should be made) there will probably be an
uptick in large buses to those popular areas, and also perhaps an uptick in bicycles. This could cause
some more possible bicycle/road traffic issues. Is there a way if we are getting rid of right-hand parking
to create a dedicated bike lane? Is this already in there, can't find it? I am an avid bicyclist and would
love to see this be put into place. o

If we are going to limit cars (yeah!!) could you also subcontract with the bike shops in town to have
them set up a rental spot at the new Visitors Center? That way people can rent right at the VC, and then
get on the Island Explorer. We need to make the bus (already great!!) and biking easier to integrate and
swap back and forth without needing cars. There must be efficient and interesting bike rental systems
we could look to like in the Netherlands, cities, etc.

Also, could there be more bike lock-up stations installed at more of the trailheads and at the carriage
road parking lots? This makes it a bit easier to go from bike to trail and back as well.

As part of the new signage can you provide info on how bicyclists (and hikers) show they have paid
their entrance fee? And then check!

The other section of the park that I think needs to be considered as part of the reservation system is
Echo Lake. You mention "incremental management actions" on Pg 26 but what are those? And it says
that Echo Lake would be considered for VAOT, but I'm not sure if that means you can determine
before driving there what parking is like/available, or if this is part of the reservation system (sorry if
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this is clarified somewhere). I would encourage Echo Lake to at a minimum be able to figure out on
some app what parking is available, and even better to be on an entry reservation system for 10 am - 4
pm.
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The Island Explorer buses should be used more and perhaps restrict personal vehicles to the most
visited areas such as Sand Beach, otter rocks, Jordan Pond and Cadillac Mountain during specific times
of the day and specific seasons. The Island Explorer Buses need to be better coordinated so visitors
aren't stranded during daylight hours because the last bus left at 4:30 or so in the-a#ternoon from Jordan
Pond. I am open to timed pre-paid parking. I read about this in the Friends of Acadia Journal.
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The traffic in Acadia could be mitmitigated by closing Park Loop road to cars during the busy part of
the year and using a bus system. The system at Grand Canyon is amazingly well run: convenient and
easy to use. Until T went there I would not have believed that it would be way better than driving.
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We are Friends of Acadia members and long time annual visitors. While none of these plans are perfect
we generally agree with the recommended option with 2 refinements.

1)We are not in favor of increasing commercial traffic outside the Island Explorer busses if additional
capacity is needed Island Explorer should be the tool to serve that need. Adding third party busses will
not reduce traffic, noise, pollution, view blocking or otherwise meet the needs set out in the plan and
may in fact exacerbate the existing situation.

2)We are not in favor if expanding cellular communications within the park. This would obviously
require the addition of antennas throughout Acadfa. These antennas will spoil the natural beauty of the
park and the historical landscape. Yes, antennas can be camouflaged however they rarely blend with the
environment. There are arguments for safety which have merit though we have lived hundreds of years
without cellular communications in the wilderness. Acadia is one of the last natural bastions of the
disconnected experience which is part of the charm and also the relaxation that comes from the park.
As evidence of this plan alone, clearly we do not need to create reasons for more visitors to experience
Acadia as we are approaching capacity today. If the disconnected experience is too much for some
visitors to handle for a few hours or a day maybe a museum would be a better experience for them.
Cellular communications will forever change the natural, serene experience Acadia has to offer and
replace it with all of the distractions we see in the modern world including distracted
driving/walking/biking, loud telephone conversations and the like.

In short we support option C but would respectfully ask you reconsider additional commercial traffic
and cellular communications within the park boundaries.
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Visitors can always access the Park on foot or by bicycle. Add more to the fleet of park buses and have
them run more frequently so that the Park buses are the only vehicles allowed on the loop road.
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Hello, I would like to submit the following comments to the NPS transportation plan for Acadia
National Park.

Plan statement of moving Eagle Lake parking to Liscombs Pit - good idea - however I would keep the
current parking area as is and for off season use. Once it's full, park in the pit.

Tearing down the Thompson Island visitors center and moving it to the Trenton facility - good idea.

Any plan that involves reservations? Bad idea.

What is going to stop bus tours and other concessionaires from buying up all the reservation slots?
What about those that buy a reservation and then never use it? It will be a logistical nightmare for Park
staff and visitors alike.

If I were Park Manager for a day, here is how I would fix your congestion problem(s).

1. Make the mountain road one way so the entire looped system is now one direction. Have only two
entrances to get onto the looped system, all other entrances are now exit only. Allow parking in the
right hand lane. Remove all the rocks and handmade sawhorses that have been blocking traditional
access sites incrementally over the past 10 years, especially the ones at the entrance gate to Land and
Garden Preserve propetties.

2. Re-establish the original Bubble Pond parking area.

3. Erect a gatehouse at the bottom of Cadillac Mtn road and keep a ranger there and a road counter.
Once the number of vehicles matches the number of spots, the ranger closes the gate. Visitors can wait
for a car to come down or move along and come back later. When vehicles come down, more can go
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up. This is similar to how Baxter State Park runs Katahdin - once so many people are on the Katahdin
trail, no more can come in. It's well respected.

4. The summit road and loop road were not designed for tour busses or campers. Adopt the same rules

as Cooksey and Sargent Drive - No busses, no campers, no trailers. Concessionaires can charge a fee to
get on to 15 passenger vans.

5. Expand current or establish a new parking area at the end of Schooner Head road as Sand Beach
overflow parking. There is already a great walk/bike way to the beach parking lot from there and it will
remove a lot of traffic from the loop road.

6. Also similar to Baxter State Park - adopt a nationwide program that says if your primary residence is
in a state wherein which lies a National Park, your entrance fee is waived/optional. It's just the right
thing to do.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482

Page 74 of 639




PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 65

Author Information

Keep Private: No

Name: "
Organization:

Organization Type: I-Unaffiliated Individual

Address:

Lexington TWP, ME 04961
USA

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log;
Date Sent: May 9, 2018 Date Received: May 9, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: No

Notes:

Correspondence Text

Thank you for considering public input. It is so important to gather this information and use it wisely.

If this is already not part of your plan, something that may be of value is to create a formula that will
measure the current and predicted traffic flow, especially late in the day or during inclement weather. If
certain markers are met in the formula, then allow temporary, spontaneous, additional personal car
access to the areas that are normally reserved. Assess the same fee as those who pre-reserved the route.
This may benefit the hardy souls who brave poor weather conditions that day, or those who arrive when
an unusually slow traffic time period has arisen, and it will add to the park's operational finances.

[ have tried to entertain out-of-state visitors during high season, and parking along the roadsides
seemed a bit dangerous - to drivers, bikers, pedestrians, and my vehicle. Increased public shuttles may
well be a reasonable solution to this congestion hazard. While visiting Glacier National Park last June,
we found the buses to be of great asset to tourists who simply wanted to enjoy the scenery and avoid
the hassles of crowded roads and parking lots. Buses at Acadia should be free of charge or only charge
a nominal fee of $2 per rider for a day pass, in order to encourage ridership. The low fee will also
ensure that those who wish to experience the park to its fullest, but who may not wish to or may not be
able to access the park without motorized assistance, will not be excluded from this wondrous public
national park experience.
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My husband and I live in Oregon now. (4 1/2 years), but are New England natives, Maine residents
1992-2013. I return every year in September to bike and hike in Acadia. As a kid my family camped
there; raising our family my husband and our 2 sons and me also camped there. I have known and loved
Acadia all my life. I contributed my suggestions to this plan back in 2015 and am glad to see your plan
moving on. ' '

We agree with your preferred transportation plan. My initial suggestion was to do away with all private
vehicles on the Park Loop Road, but I realize this is impossible, at least for now. I bike, ride the buses,
park away from Park Loop road and walk in (like at Otter Cliff Road), and that suits me (and my sister
from NH who goes there with me these days). Even though we are older (ages 74 and 64), we can still
do this. I know that may end at any time. But I would be willing to go in on the buses from a visitor
center if it comes to that.

Americans are spoiled; it's a fact. The reservation plan will be a pain in the butt at first to those who do
not get "creative" like my sister and me, but they will get used to it and abide, or forgo seeing this
magnificent park. A shame, but people make choices based on what is really important to them. I have
survived 3 battles with ovarian cancer, watched a sister die from cancer, watched my brother battle for
his life in 2016 against cancer. Maine will always be my home and my ashes will go there when I die.
My annual trip to Acadia every September with my sister is a highlight of my life these days, and this
year our brother (lives in England) will be joining us! Thank you for all you are doing to maintain this
beautiful place.
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I am doubtful of Plan "C" regarding the reservation syatem for parking, especially at Sand Beach and
Jordan Pond. You state there will be a window for those entering but no time limit on the stay. How can
that be implemented if those visiting the beach intend on staying for a majority of any given day? Same
for Jordan Pond, should one decides to get an early start, hike one of several trails and have lunch.
Establishing more parking at Jordan Pond seems counter to.a plan to reduce automobile traffic.
Encouraging or mandating use of the Island Explorer shuttles would accomplish the same objective
while saving valuable resources.’Additional non-stop shuttles from both Bar Harbor and the Visitors -
Center to all heavily visites areas is a better alternative.
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Good day,

My wife and I would like the committee to seriously consider allowing pedal-assist (Electric-powered)
bicycles in the park, and on the carriage trails.

We believe the original restrictions were designed for gas-powered "motor carriages," Motorcycles,:

moped, and gas scooters. There is a big difference between today's quiet, eco-friendly: battery operated,
non-carbon, pedal-assist bikes. o

This would be an amazing way to see the park and have people spread pictures of its beauty.
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After review, [ believe that Alternative C does the best job in meeting to the best extent possible all the
objectives outlined in the Foundation for Planning and Management Section.

As a volunteer in the park for a number of years, and as a resident of Bar Harbor since 2003, I have
seen firsthand the results of maintaining the status quo. It is already resulting in a very negative
environmental impact in a variety of ways, a poor park experience for some visitors, and is inconsistent
with the mission of preserving and protecting the natural beauty of Acadia National Park. The status
quo will only make things worse in the future. R

Alternativé C is not perfect, but this is a clear case where the perfect should not be the enemy of the
good. There are many executable, well thought-out ideas in this option that should be implemented.
There will always be opportunities to tweak the plan in the future to enhance it should there be minor

problems that arise. Therefore, I vote for Alternative C and hope it can be implemented in a very timely
fashion.

Kudos to the park personnel responsible for drafting this valuable plan!
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Guess my e-mail address says it all. [ began life as a baby in Bar Harbor. Acadia is important to me. In
this changing world it is difficult to please everyone, but changes must be made if park is to survive and
both locals and visitors are to enjoy, yet protect the area. My aunt even had to go to the grocery store at
certain times of the day to avoid traffic and find a place to park. In her nineties, that was not easy.
Alternate means of transportation seem necessary to the specific areas you have highlighted. However,
fees would impact both locals and visitors. Jordan Pond has always attracted locals and visitors. This is

. not an.easy task. Please know that I appreciate your efforts. When returning to Maine during the

summer, even I feel sadness as to what the impact of growth has done to"an area I love so much.

I have visited many other National Parks and even the big ones are feeling the stress of growth. I
support paying a larger entrance fee and hope ranger pay can be increased. Don't change hats. The
tradition is important when so many wonderful parts of history are disappearing. Everyone knows the
hat wearers are welcoming and full of knowledge to increase the fun in the adventure
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We live in Bangor and have held a year-long pass for the past 4 y__ears. Altogether, we (as family and
with visitors from away) typically visit the park 3-5 times per year during the busy season to access the

- carriage roads, hikes (e.g. the Bubbles), Ocean Drive or the Great Head:loop.

While I see the need for getting a better handle of the parking situation, the need of local/regional
visitors (day trippers like us, or visitors from further away that decide to stay not on Mount Desert
Island but a little further away) should be taken into account. The carriage roads and hiking trails
should remain easily accessible by vehicle (especially for cycling as well as families with very young
kids that have difficulty taking the Island Explorer).

[ see Option C as most feasible, but have additional comments/suggestions.

1) Corridor management has the disadvantage that it is prone to still involve lots of idling, searching for
parking, etc. at specific lots.

Many users just go to one parking lot rather than doing the whole loop and booking a specific parking
lot would accommodate them better.

A mix of Corridor and Site Management could be advantageous (e.g. at each lot 50% of the parking
spaces are managed in one way and 50% in the other).

2) 1 think time-limited reservations would be a logistic mess. Who wants to time their exploration of
Ocean Drive, their hike, or their lunch at Jordan Pond? This would drastically take away from the
relaxation the visit is supposed to provide. :

Either the times are relatively short so that many people exceed the time (e.g. stay longer than expected,
hike takes longer, long wait/slow service at Jordan Pond house, etc.) resulting on backups and visitors
disgruntled by fines, or parking time is relatively generous, but precious parking space is wasted
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because many people leave earlier.

3) Whatever reservation system is chosen, the bubbles parking lots should become part of it

(reservation on entry only) as they are one of the most desirables hikes and parking there is very
limited.

4) If a reservation system is established, a large percentage (>30%) should be reservable only up to 1h
or 2h in advance at park entrances or the visitor center. That ensures people that are actually there on
short notice have a good chance of getting timely parking.

Availability of reservations can become available as people leave reservation lots to ensure maximum
utilization.

5) Reservation fees need to be sufficiently high ($10 ) to discourage people from booking them in
advance and only later deciding whether they actually will go. This would also contribute to fund the
necessary infrastructure. An alternative is a higher no-show fee (i.e. a deposit only refunded if the
parking permit is actually used at the gate) and cancellation fees that increase the longer a reservation
was held (Ontario Parks campground reservation policies are a good example).

6) Parallel parking on Ocean Drive should be retained until parking pressure is provably alleviated.
Painting it would increase utilization (less space between cars).

7) The new Eagle Lake parking lot should be geriéfdixély sized, as it seems demand there is growing
rapidly (subjective impressions from the last 3 years).

8) Any parking management needs to be coupled with additional routes (not just capacities) of the
Island Explorer. Most pressing seems a two-way route from Seal Harbor via Stanley Brook Road to
Jordan Pond House and on to the Bubbles and, if possible, the new Eagle Lake parking lot. This would
take pressure of Jordan Pond and the Bubbles parking lots.

9) Not mentioned at all in the Draft Plan is parking aloiig Highway 3. Access to Carriage roads and
hiking paths from there should be improved, with either clearly marked road-side parking or increased
parking space (e.g. Brown Mountain, Parkman). This would draw more local/regional visitors (i.e. day
trippers) to those areas, decreasing parking pressure on the loop road and Eagle Lake.

I sincerely hope you take this comments into consideration.
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I would like more consideration given to the limited access to the carrage roads from Black woods
Campground. Families must go on a major highway to get there. A trail would make things safer.
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I fully recognize the original intention of people viewing the park from their own cars, but honestly that
concept was hatched when the American-population was ONE THIRD of what it is today (123.1
million in 1930 vs. 325 million in 2017 - US Census Bureau). '

Recognizing the priority today must be moving PEOPLE through the Park, NOT CARS - importantly
this does not mean "no cars" but it means we should be fostering the best possible transit alternatives so
that as many as possible can get to experience the awesomeness of ACADIA.

As a fantastic example of how to accommodate this, here is a link to a short article on CityLab.com:
https://bit.ly/2IBPGge

Basically:
« remove parking from all roadsides
« don't increase the number of parking spaces within the Park

« maximize and prioritize buses with high frequency, transparent and reliable schedules

THANK YOU'!

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482

Page 84 of 639




PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 74

Author Information

Keep Private: No

Name: “
Organization;

Organization Type: I-Unaffiliated Individual

Address:
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
USA

Eomil P biniitos

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: May 12,2018 Date Received: May 12,2018
Number of Signatures: | Form Letter: No

Notes:

4
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[ offer the following comments on the Acadia National Park Draft Transportation Plan.

1. The central problem addressed by the Plan is that of traffic congestion, principally, and at different
times, on the Ocean Drive, on Cadillac. Mountain, at Sieur de Mont, and at Jordan Pond House. The
Plan proposes various solutions to this problem, but they all share the same fatal flaw: each solution
would, in effect, curtail access to these areas and thereby limit the number of visitors permitted to enjoy
the Park. That approach is wrong-headed. The objective of any valid Transportation Plan should be to
reduce or limit traffic congestion while, at the same time, maintaining or increasing the number of
visitors that the Park can comfortably accommodate. That can be achieved only by increasing the
availability of parking, through adding additional parking spaces or lots or enlarging existing lots,
and/or substantially improving the availability of public transport both along the Loop Road and
throughout the Park generally. The current Plan should be withdrawn; the Park should devise a new
Plan that deals forthrightly with the Park's long-term need to accommodate ever-increasing numbers of
visitors.

2. The Plan identifies four alternatives. The first, Alternative A, proposes a continuation of the status
quo. That alternative has the virtue of familiarity; it does not solve the problem of congestion, but it
does preserve the Park as a natural haven that can be enjoyed by visitors and residents in a casual and
spontaneous manner, without undue physical or legal constraints or bureaucratic interference. This
comfortable status quo should not be changed or displaced unless and until a clearly superior alternative
is identified. None of the Plan's three remaining alternatives is sufficiently fully described to allow a
fair and thoughtful analysis and comparison with the status quo; they are, as yet, too vague, incomplete,
and unfinished to warrant rejection of Alternative A. Matters relating to the practical administration of
Alternatives B, C, and D must be spelled out in considerable detail before those alternatives can be
properly evaluated; only then will it be possible to identify and select a new Park transportation and
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usage scheme that warrants departure from the status quo.

3. The problem of congestion that Alternatives B, C, and D apparently are intended to address is purely
seasonal, being most troublesome between roughly the beginning of July and the end of the Labor Day
weekend. Yet those alternative proposals are not restricted just to the busy summer vacation season;
they would apply from at least mid-May until mid-October and might be extended even further into the
off-season. There is no justification whatsoever for imposing burdensome reservation requirements
during the off-season and little basis for imposing such requirements in what may be described as the
shoulder seasons of late spring and early autumn. '

4, The proposed reservation systems are highly problematic and raise many questions. How would the
reservation systems be administered? Would an application fee be imposed? Would limits be placed on
the number of applications an individual or family can file? How long in advance could applications be
filed and would reservations be granted? What fees would be imposed for reservations? Who would
grant the reservations, and what criteria would govern the grant process? In the cases of Alternatives B
and C, which envision five separate reservation areas throughout the Park, how would a vacationing
family's legitimate interest in visiting each of these various areas over one or just a few days be met?
As to Alternative B, for what blocks of time would reservations be granted, and would those blocks of
time take into account the varied interests in hiking, cycling, sightseeing, swimming, dining, and so
forth? As to both Alternatives B and C, why would reservations be required for each of the five areas at
all times, even though the problem of congestion is far more intense at some areas and at some times
than at others? Alternative D is even more draconian, for it would, in effect, place an absolute limit on -
the number of persons privileged to enjoy the Loop Road on any given day; this raises many questions:
as examples, how would that overall limit be determined? would reservations be granted sufficiently in
advance to permit families to plan their vacations? would local residents be permitted some flexibility
in making spontaneous trips along the Loop Road with visiting friends or family? All of these questions
must be carefully considered and thoughtfully answered before any reservation system is adopted that
radically changes the status quo.

5. Right-lane parking is a particular problem along the Ocean Drive corridor, where it poses a risk to

bicyclists and .pedestrians. But right-lane parking should not be prohibited unless and until alternative - -

parking arrangements are made available through the selective widening of portions of the Loop Road,
the enlargement of existing parking lots, or the construction of new lots. On this point, Alternative C
appears preferable to either Alternative B or D.

6. The obvious result of adopting any of the proposed reservation systems and any of the plans for
eliminating right-lane parking would be to restrict the public's ability to access the Park using private
vehicles. Yet the various alternative proposals say nothing, beyond vague generalities, about increasing
the availability of public transport throughout the Park. The current bus service, which is generously
provided by private funds but is not fully operational in the shoulder seasons, is inadequate to meet
current needs and would be completely overwhelmed by an influx of vacationers denied the privilege of
using their own private vehicles. If the Park intends to reduce the number of persons who can visit
using private cars, it has a duty to the public to provide alternative transportation. No proposed
alternative that shirks that duty deserves serious consideration. The enhancement of public
transportation needs to be a critical element of any new Park transportation plan.

7. The rationale for the proposed changes at Eagle Lake is not explained. Additional parking spaces, if
that is what Alternatives C and D propose, would benefit visitors; but the removal or relocation of
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restroom facilities that now conveniently service the carriage roads would obviously be counter-
productive and would not address the problem of congestion.

8. The proposal for a new and enlarged Visitors Center, as in Alternatives B and C, has little direct
relevance to the problem of congestion that presumably is the principal focus of the Transportation
Plan. The existing Visitors Center adequately serves the needs of the visiting public. The funds that
would be needed to replace the existing facility with a new and larger center would be better spent in
providing additional parking throughout the Park and in providing expanded and improved public
transportation. Moreover, since the existing Visitors Center does serve the needs and interests of
visiting vacationers, it would be a serious mistake, and counter-productive, to demolish it, as
Alternative D proposes.

o

9. In summary, Alternatives B, C, and D should be rejected. Those alternatives have the apparent and
improper purpose of reducing the number of visitors who can enjoy the Park; they do this by imposing
legal and bureaucratic obstacles to the use of private vehicles, without ensuring the availability of
suitable public transport as an alternative means of travel throughout the Park. The current status quo
should be maintained until the Park proposes a better, fairer, and less bureaucratically complex solution
to the problem of congestion.

10. The Park has two major groups of constituents, with different needs and interests. There are
vacation visitors who come from hundreds of miles away to visit the Park, sometimes as a once-in-a-
lifetime experience. And there are local Maine residents, many of whom are members of Friends of
Acadia and loyal supporters of the Park, who enjoy making spontaneous casual visits to the Park as
weather, family, and job pressures permit. Alternatives B, C, and D harm both of these groups. Those
alternatives would seriously complicate distant visitors' efforts to arrange family vacations, confronting
them with uncertainty concerning the availability of reservations and then locking them into arbitrary
reservation schedules. Those alternatives also would seriously interfere with the ability of local
residents to make spontaneous casual visits to the Park, even at times when, by observation and
experience, they know that there is little risk of congestion and obstruction. The Park must consider the
needs and interests of these very different groups of visitors and devise a plan that permits both groups
to continue to enjoy, to the maximum extent possible, the many and varied features that make the Park
a wonderful place to visit.
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I wholeheartedly support Acadia taking steps to preserve the park and increase visitors' enjoyment and
safety while in the park. Option C seems like a solid start - - taking a number of steps that will have an
impact and allow the park to assess how these changes are received by the public and how effectively
they address the traffic and congestion issues. I am glad the park is taking these problems seriously and
applaud the care and effort that's gone into designing the plan.

Thank you.
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First, the Park has done a great job in putting together some possible solutions for the overwhelming
crowding that occurs each summer. The extensive draft Transportation Plan / EIS reflects the many
person-months that must have been spent. in its creation.

I have two thoughts I'd like to offer: one about the reservation system proposed for par kmg at Jordan
Pond, vehicle access to Cadillac Summit Road, and the Ocean Drive corridor; and one about what -

~might be first steps in what will surely be year's long implementation.

Though the reservation concept is worth trying, I have trouble imagining how it w111 not become
competitive, with some (visitors or residents) looking for ways to "game" the system to maximize their
chances of getting the vehicle access they want. Also, I can see how it can lead to considerable
disappointment for those who feel they can never get a suitable time to access the Park with their
vehicle.

On the other hand, I think a temporal division between unlimited vehicle access, and transit-only access
might be, in the long run, not only more beneficial for limiting private vehicle jams on the park loop
and at parkmg lots, but also for providing equal access to the Park for all. For example, no limitations
might be given to private vehicles between the hours of 5pm and 8am, with the remainder of the day for
transit access only. Such an approach would likely require much more parking space at a visitor center
(I'd opt for Hulls Cove park expansion, as suggested in the Plan), and a more extensive system of transit
routes, including frequent routes throughout MDL.

As to first implementation actions, seems to me expanded parking at Eagle Lake and at Hulls Cove
makes some sense. Whether or not a reservation system is used, much more use of transit will be
required, and hence more parking space needed: kind of like energy balance - the vehicles are on the
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Island, if they're not permitted in the park, they have to be somewhere. A trade-off to consider when
planning is the balance between the extent of the transit network and the parking capacity needed. An
extensive network would reduce the needed parking capacity if visitors could get a transit vehicle
within a modest walk of the location where they stay.

A last thought about parking and park access. How about kiosks at which park passes may be
purchased? The pass could be two parts - one to stay with the car, and one part to carry and be used for
boarding transit vehicles. I think the Park should maximize the likelihood that everyone who enters the
Park has purchased a pass.
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I agree that Alternative C does the best job of balancing access demand and supply in the most heavily
trafficked areas of the Park, while applying restrictions fairly to all visitors. In periods of excess
demand, the availability of the public and commercial park transportation providers ensures flexible
access to all parts of the Park, and encouraging visitors to use these providers, aléng with information
on less-known attractions on the Island, can help guide visitors to wonderful areas of the park that are
under-utilized. As a visitor to the Park since the early 1960s, I now avoid visiting in the high season
(June-mid Sept.) and mostly limit my activities to less-traveled trails, peaks and ponds, unless I have
with me a visitor new to Mt. Desert, in which case 1 would be willing to plan ahead and reserve access
to the Loop Road, Jordan Pond and Cadillac summit (noting that the desire for good weather at the
summit is likely to confound many visitors' reservation plans for access to the Summit Road).

Given that two of my favorite trails on Cadillac are the North Ridge and Gorge trails, how will trailhead
access to those trails be affected by the new roadside parking restrictions on that stretch of Park Loop
Road?

With that one question, I am in support of Alternative C.
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It is difficult to comment without knowing the proposed cost of the reserved parking. As seniors, we
have looked forward to retiring in Maine, especially with our National Park pass. If the parking is
reasonable in cost (around $5) I would be in favour of it, but we typically wait until we see how we are
feeling that day, and checking the weather, before driving up to the park so reserving in advance would
be difficult for us. I would not be willing to pay and commit to a certain day without being able to
cancel my reservation without penalty. » :

As seniors, it is more difficult to travel without our own car, notbéing.ablve to carry as much.in a
backpack, such as additional clothing, picnic lunches, etc. Ideally, I would like those of us with senior
park passes to have flexible and free access to parking! Perhaps this can be arranged as long as it's not
during high peak season, such as July 1 - August 25.

I also am in favour of expanded Island Explorer buses to manage the traffic backlog. Some parks rely
exclusively on buses (Grand Canyon South Rim) but it was difficult to get back on a bus for the return
ride. ‘

We have been avid supporters of Acadia NP, and we belong to Friends of Acadia. We would like to be
able to continue visiting our favorite national park with less congested roads. Something obviously has
to be done and Option C sounds promising but please don't forget the seniors!
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Thanks so much for all your work and efforts on behalf of the developing transportation plan.

I'm hoping you can consider adapting these new regulations with regard to Volunteers. A few issues to
consider:

Volunteers often put in several hours/day. - . .

» Parking time limits or time frame would dramatically limit the number of hours a Volunteer can work
in the park. - :

« Parking fees would reduce Volunteers consldermg kamg

« If Parking lots become fully registered it is possible Volunteers might not be able to work at that time.

Suggestions:

« New parking/enlarged parking areas could have a few spaces established as saved/available for
Volunteers.

« Provide a hanging car sticker for Volunteers at work. The space they take (if designation is a problem)
would be allowed without regard to time or fee.

I'm sure there are other options as well.

Would just like o] insure that the Park remains welcoming to its Volunteers.
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An express bus from gateway to visiter center, ‘ ,
Current stop at all campground keep me from using the gateway.

>

~
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[ live Year-Round on MDI, and pay taxes accordingly.

Therefore, is it reasonable for me to NOT be able to spend the day at, for example, Sand Beach if I
choose? ' ' :

Shouldn't there be a system where Residents get'a colored sticker, or some other kind of identifier, and
NOT be subject to the Reservation System, since such system is only necessitated by the presence of
too many tourists? e

Thank you.
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First of all, I am strongly in favor of Alternative C, the preferred plan. For those of us who have been
immersed in the transportation challenges on this island, this plan presents long-overdue, much needed
ideas: a larger Eagle Lake parking lot, timed reservation at the most popular lots for a minimal fee,
comprehensive redesign at Hulls Cove. I do not want to see any preferential treatment for locals, as all
of Hancock County considers Acadia in their backyard.

No doubt, this transportation plan will divert visitors to other le§s~populated parts of the island and
encourage more visitation between Columbus Day and Memorial Day. What concerns me is that you
are taking away parking at Acadia Mountain (as you have already done at Parkman to accommodate the
Island Explorer) without adding parking lots anywhere else. The Brown Mountain, Parkman, and
Norumbega lots already fill up in the summer so visitors are forced to park along the road. In fact, so
much so that the Parkman and Norumbega shoulders become a contiguous line of parked cars.

Unquestionably, I see a need for more park access points if parking is restricted elsewhere. | realize that
can be cost-prohibitive, I live part-time in an area of Route 198 that could easily be converted into new

public access to the park. T own a house at 275 Sound Drive, adjacent to a social trail and across from a

gravel shoulder. I envision that with a little maintenance to the social trail and paving the road shoulder,
this shoulder could become the Shady Hill parking area.

Incidentally, the road is being resurfaced at the moment and the civil engineer just told me the
Department of Transportation does not want to pave the shoulder and maintain that trail on a 55 MPH
road. This sounds silly to me because the Department of Transportation is adding bike lanes, which
have the potential to slow down traffic, and the road is already a recreational corridor with several
already existing parking lots.
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I realize that the National Park regularly works with the Department of Transportation, so I am sharing
this idea with you. I will also be contacting the Department of Transportation. This all stems out of
concern that as much as you say you would like to encourage people to hike and bike into the park, you
are not establishing enough points of entry to do so. "

Thank you for consideration.
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Thank you- this planning is so important and so well carried out. One missing link in the transportation
system is a bus from Otter Creek and Blacksoods over to Seal Harbor,Nnorth East Harbor and Jordon
Pond (and back). Currently it can take 1-2 hrs on this link as we have to go via Bar Harbor. Walking is
quicker, but not easy on Rt 3, and there is no easy connector path. Adding this bus link would allow us
to not need a car, and it would allow campers better access. More frequent buses that also have room
are essential.

- Thanks
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My wife and I are FOA members and have been coming to Acadia for 2-3 weeks in Septembet for
some 25 years. We are anticipating having to alter the way we spend our yearly vacation...and that's ok.
As we listened to the meeting at thie Jessup Library on line we both felt strongly that locals should not
have the same level of access restrictions that are placed on us as vacationers. This is their home...not
ours. My wife and I are very aware that we are part of why this transportation plan is needed and we
accept that. If we were locals (in our dreams!) we would be all the more resentful of the situation if we
had.to "schedule" a visit to our back yard.
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[ am a life long fan of Acadia, visiting as often as I can. My family has been present in the area since
the mid 19th Century, some on a permanent year round basis, and others, like myself, on a summer
only basis. -

My preliminary vision for Acadia, however, in addressing the 3.5 million visitors annually, is that it
needs a longer term plan to completely eliminate private vehicles from the park and move towards an
environmentally friendly public transportation system. This will be technically challenging -
eliminating diesel buses, for example, is a serious challenge faced by many cities, and the alternatives
available are expensive and include major disruptions to lifestyles and accepted patterns of behavior.
Yet, if we want to save the park, and I don't say that lightly, we have to understand that there are
serious limits to its capacity to entertain on a "drive through" basis.

What I see in the alternatives proposed are traffic management alternatives that all must fail at some
level of park visitation.
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Please start by implementing Plan B for 2 to 3 years to work out the glitches with the reservation
system and any unintended consequences inherent in the plan, then proceed to Plan C only if Plan B
proves to be insufficient. Plan B will require fewer changes than Plan C and will be less expensive and
less disruptive to the lives of full time residents on MDI. ”

Please increase to size of the parking lot at the Brown Mountain Gate House to reduce the overflow
parking on Route 198.

Please retain the small parking lot on the north side of Eagle Lake Road even if you add an extra
parking lot at the top of the hill opposite the park headquarters. Having the small parking lot available
during the winter is important to year-round residents. '

Please enforce short term parking on the boat launches at Ikes Point and Eagle Lake only forloading
and unloading boats. Currently the boat launch at Ikes Point is often blocked by cars of people who are
swimming or sunbathing.
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Please place my name on the mailing list for this project.
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We have the following feedback and suggestions to the Acadia Transportation plan:

-Oversized vehicles - we would suggest vehicle length restrictions in addition to proposed height
restrictions be enacted along the entire park loop road. The proposed height Testrictions seem to have no
margin to bridge height (restriction of 12' and Sieur De Monts bridge is 12" height), it is suggested to
reduce the height restrictions by at least 6 inches (i.e. 11'6")

-Special consideration for Maine/MDI residents - Maine or at the very least MDI residents should be
-given consideration with an exemption from the reservation system/fee. A residence sticker or-pass in
addition to the normal Park pass is one option.

-Expand Island Explorer season to correspond to expected visitor peak season (mid-May to Mid
October). -

Thank you.

e
‘
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Hello,
Taking more cars out of the park is a good idea. The best ways to do this is _

-Have the islander explorer have more stops through out the island and run more often. Charging a $1
per ride would help allow this to work and no one would flinch at paying it

* _Have free remote parking lots where buses pick people up (and drop them off) that-take people in and

out of the park
-Enforce parking on the sides of the road by towing people

-Not have paid parking reservations, this is unfair to lower income people. Having timed free 2-3 hour
meters where you are ticketed/booted/towed if you go beyond that would encourage turn over

-People with a local address (summer or full time) should get a special sticker that allows them to use
any shut off roads as a lot of people have to cut through the park to get to their jobs, errands, etc.

-Better signage to attractions through out the park

-A digital board showing the current number of open parking space as key locations once you enter the
park from one of the main enterances '

-Limit the size/weight of buses
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-Encourage other sections of the island by promoting other trails and spots to spread people more
evenly through out the island

-Have 1 car/bus free day a week in the park
I think overall the best way is to increase public transportation by having more stops/lines and have

more remote parking and promote other sections of the park which would be used more if the explorer
reached them all. :
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Acadia National Park Transportation Plan
Public Comment

8 ok author, ANP volunteer

[ have heard several comments on the plan so far concerning a desire on the part of residents to be
given more liberal access. Those same sentiments have also been expressed by other demographics,
including summer residents, and an entire category of visitor [ would describe as "regular and repeats.”
While I understand that there is nothing in existing federal law or regulation that permits or requires
special consideration for such groups, I think it is important that the National Park Service at least
acknowledge the depth of their affection for Acadia, and, acknowledge that these groups use the park in
a different way than most other visitors.

And, it is in a desire by the NPS to remain sensitive to various visitor constituencies, not any request to
convey special status on people based simply on geography, that should hold precedence here.

One item in particular seems to hold the greatest potential to change that relationship.

It is an aspect of the preferred option that would prohibit casual transit of the Ocean Drive section of
the Park Loop Road when a reservation system is in operation. Many, many local people and summer
visitors enjoy using the Park Loop as it was designed, as beginning to end motor touring experience.
This is especially true of folks who often take elderly or infirm friends and family members for a casual
ride, most often on short notice (think Sunday after church). Seldom do they stop, or park, or get out to
look around.

Having a large section of the Park Loop Road deleted from the itinerary, and unavailable would be to
degrade the historic design goals of the road as well as ignore a pattern of historic and traditional use
that has evolved over multiple generations.

There are several potential management headaches from such an approach. They include:
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+ A lack of transit only authority would disenfranchise a large, mostly older, technologically-challenged
demographic group who are unlikely to be able to complete an online reservation request, should any
slots even be left when, they choose to do so.

« Turning people away who don't have a reservation (or who seek to avoid the controlled area) may
increase traffic on the town-owned Schooner Head Road.

» People looking to avoid the reservation system may exit on Schooner Head Road, then reenter on
Miller Garden Road, thereby increase traffic and wear and tear on that town-owned road as well.

» Not alfowing transit only passes means area residents would be precluded from the convenience of
dropping off or picking up family or guests along Ocean Drive hiking trails or at Sand Beach, again, a
long-standing practice with little economic cost. '

«With Uber, to access Ocean Drive, we're not talking a ride of a few blocks here. In urban areas where
there is much rideshare competition, a five-mile, 15-minute ride is approximately $16. That puts the
cost for an uber from town to sand beach, round trip, closer to $32 - without tip. That's not likely a price
point that would entice folks to use it.

Rather than by geography, or tax bills, or similar artifice, why not create a "transit only" option for
holders of season passes, lifetime passes, or senior passes? That bases the qualifying decision on a
person's commitment to the NPS and, theoretically their willingness to give back to the park. These are
the park's "Best" customers, your high-rollers if you will. It rewards best behavior and trusts best
behavior would be returned.

Any of the above pass holders would be able to get an annual sticker (only pennies per unit) for their
pass that would allow transit of the Ocean Drive only during reservation periods. They would only be
available locally at headquarters or other area pass outlets where they could be handed a piece of paper
stating they understand the restrictions. That would be an incentive for folks to get the passes locally,
where the maximum allocation would be kept by Acadia.

Enforcement will be underway anyway so there should be no increase in costs for a sticker. Ifit-is
determined there are costs, a dollar or two could be added later for the upgrade.

Those found to be in violation during the season should be assured of getting a ticket for not having a
reservation anyway and could be precluded from having a transit sticker the next year. -

It would be up to park to determine if the technology and regulations would permit a transit only sticker
to be used on Cadillac but the key area is Ocean Drive.

Any local person should have a season pass and the park service has been very generous about making
them readily available locally. The availability of getting a "transit only" sticker would remove any
complaint about being "double-billed" to use the park. And, anyone who would not be willing to get an
annual pass, and a transit only sticker, isn't going to want any controls or regulation and you will not be
able to please them anyway. )

Thanks for all your work on this plan and for the ability to comment on it.

Thank You
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While change is hard, I generally suppott the effort to improve the parking situation in the Park. New
parking areas at Eagle Lake and Acadia Mountain will be great. [ work a few days a summer at the
Friends of Acadia Membership table at Jordan Pond House, and see plenty of hot and frustrated people
there mid-day in the summer. Of the plans I learned about at John Kelly's presentation, [ agree that "c"
might be best. I do NOT support the idea of limiting entry to Park Loop Road to reservations only.
These are my specific recommendations:

1) Jordan Pond Reservations: There are three parking lots at JPH. [ would recommend reservations for
the two closest to the restaurant, but KEEP THE BOTTOM LOT OPEN FOR FIRST COME, FIRST
SERVED. If my family is willing to get up early and head over there to hike up Penobscot and Sargent
Mountains, I think there should be a way for us to do that, even if we haven't reserved a place in
advance.

2) I understand charging $5 for a reservation might be needed to be sure people don't just sign up for
every possible time. However, for those of us living here, it will be quite a burden: If I make two
reservations a week, that could cost me $160 for the summer months - - way more than an annual pass.
I would like to see a system of discount reservations for year-round and summer residents. Maybe there
could be a way for area residents to create an account and pay $1 per reservation instead.
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PROPOSAL: a Bar Harbor Resident Park pass be established for BH residents to allow such residents
access to the Park without use of reservation system. ‘

CONCERN: Current draft plan would lump BH residents with millions of visitors in terms of gaining
access to the Park!

RATIONALE: Park and BH are interwoven: citizens' property often abuts ANP boundary. All aspects
of residents' daily lives are affected by millions of ANP visitors. BH residents welcome Park visitors
and help make their visit terrific experience. Lumping BH residents with all visitors to gain park access
via reservation negates the fact that we live here year round; that the Park is our next door neighbor;
and that we citizens are stewards caring for the Park. Forcing us to request access via a reservation
system in the same manner as visitors who are here for a few days is unfair and I strongly ask that you
recognize the importance of a BH Resident Park pass allowing us access without use of any reservation
system.

BH resident is typically defined by town government as person who is registered to vote in BH- --thus

this proposal would be for approximately 5 thousand passes- --a very small portion of the 3 million
park visits.

I am very willing to work with any group to provide any information helpful in consideration of this
proposal. Thank you
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Requiring a reservation to drive through the park on the Ocean drive is overly restrictive. This is
especially true for Bar Harbor residents who routinely travel through the park. Parking spots and other
facility access is one thing, driving through without stopping is another.

Pass holders, whether annual or Senior Pass, should not be charged for reservations. They have paid for
park access.

There needs to be some form of exemption or consideration for Bar Harbor residents. They are the
fabric of support for Acadia.
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We are 22-year part time residents in Bar Harbor and support any actions that will ease the parking
situation and reduce congestion at high volume visitor locations. Any restrictions implemented should
only be in force between Memorial Day and Labor day.

Being 79 years old [ strongly suggest to review and change the ban on E-Bikes in the park. I propose to
allow such bikes for visitors age 75 and higher. This can easely be controlled like i.e. the 75 procedures
by TSA at airports.

As far as | know electric powered boats are allowed on lakes in the park. E-bikes nowadays are in use
all over the world and they enable Seniors to enjoy activities they otherwise would be banned due to
age.

I dont understand that i.e. Snow Mobiles are allowed in Winter on certain Carriage Roads and
environmental friendly e-bikes are forbidden.
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Things I like

[ do not mmd makmg a reservation to park because at least I know I will have a space when I get there
[ like the idea of a second hub for the Island Explorer at the Hulls Cove Visitors Center because it
would be way too congested in downtown Bar Harbor to use the Village Green as the only bus hub.

Things I don't like:

As a full-time year round resident, I believe I should be able to drive the length of the Park Loop Road
without a reservation. We live here all year and the Park resides in our towns. Perhaps there could be .
some sort of resident driving pass issued to residents. You could use the list of registered voters and
perhaps the town clerks could assist. It could be much like getting a fishing license and residency could
be checked in much the same way. I do not mind making a reservation to park, but I should be able to

drive through and enjoy the scenery and the views. That's why I live here!
Thank you!
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I am concerned about the future of the back side park areas: Acadia Mt, Beech Mt. Wonderland, and
Ship Harbor. In the last 3 weeks I have been to these sites early in the morning and the allotted spaces
have been filled. Things to consider are the impacts of the local folk who want to be able to visit and
also the lack of compliance with entry fees. none of these sites have any monitoring so folk who are
'frustrated” from the Bar Harbor congestion then seek other places... and they are "free!" So we have a
huge task...keeping the integrity of the park, creating a fee system for this part of the islandk,
accommodating huge amount of visitors, limiting vehicles... perhaps we will have to seriously consider
banning automobiles on the island for five month of the year (except for residents!) Or-a.lottery
system... or a first come first serve. Thanks to ALL who have tirelessly worked on this challenge. It IS
a National Park but feels like it is also "ours" since we have the privilege to live here. .
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As a local I am concerned about the implementation of these plans. While I know that this is a national
park not just our local playground, I believe access to the park for people who live here should be
maintained as much as possible. My concern about the reservation system is the cost to locals who go
to the park almost every day. If the reservation system costs 10$ that is 50$ if you go into the park 5
days in a week. That would make the park cost prohibitive to many local families. I I go into the park
early (before the timed entry system starts) would my car need to be out of the parking lot at the time
the reservation system begins? Has there been consideration of using buses to go up Cadillac? My hope
is that somehow this new system allows the expansion of the bus system to earlier hours and expanded
and faster routes that would allow access to trails and leaving cars home completely. I appreciate all the

work that has gone into these options. Thank you!
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My boys and I have visited Acadia on numerous occasions, enjoying extensive hiking and biking
around the beautiful trails. We typically stay in-town in Bar Harbor, and/or tent camping at
Blackwoods. We use the Island Explorer bus system extensively ... both for personal (people) transport,
as well as transport of us and our bikes. We LOVE the Island Explorer bus system. Each day, we plan
our adventure route, and then map out which Island Explorer buses would get us to/from our trailhead
destinations (often with bikes hitched on). ' :

The efficiency of the routes and scheduling is wonderful, and we are absolutely floored at how
precisely the buses run on-time, on-schedule. The drivers are generally courteous and helpful, always
willing to drop us off or pick us up at an unscheduled trailhead. o

[ would encourage any other Acadia visitor to take full advantage of the Island Expldrer bus system. It
saves time and effort, and runs like clockwork.

If we could offer one suggestion for future improvement:

Along the Loop Road route, we would propose that you add a paved / schedule bus stop adjacent to the
short walking trail that connects the Loop Road to the Blackwoods "A" campground area, i.c., the
eastern-most "corner” of the campground. This would allow campers there to very easily access the
Loop Road buses, with connections to other areas in the part.

Thank you for address the future needs and best plans for Acadia. My family and I truly think this is the
most beautiful place in the country, and we will surely return again and again!

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482

Page 115 of 639




Regards,

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482
Page 116 of 639

~ ¥
1



PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 99

Author Information

Keep Private: No

Name: N/AN/A

Organization: '

Organization Type: [-Unaffiliated Individual
Address:

Bar Harbor, ME 04609
USA

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: May 23, 2018 Date Received: May 23, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: No

Notes:

Correspondence Text

Reading the three proposals, I think I prefer the one where you control the parking areas not the access.
Controlling access will mean people can't even drive the loop road without getting turned around at the
Sand Beach entry. I frequently just go around the loop (particularly when it is really crowded) and
continue on to less occupied areas of the park. I think you need to look into Buses that can make the trip
up Cadillac. That would also help hikers who would like to end their hike up there and would have a
way down to other areas to pick up the Island Explorer.
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I am opposed to a "Resident" pass. This is a "National Park" meaning it is for everyone equally. Just
because people live near the park, does not mean they should be given any special treatment when it
comes to accessing the park. I live just over the bridge in Trenton but work in Bar Harbor, under that
idea, shouldn't I also be given special permission? Where do you draw the line? What about the folks
that live near Schoodic? Will they also be given a "Resident" pass?

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482

Page 118 of 639



PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 101
Author Information

Keep Private: No

Name:

Organization;
Organization Type: [-Unaffiliated Individual
Address: ) o

B amariscotta, ME 04543

USA

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: May 25, 2018 Date Received: May 25, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: No

Notes:

Correspondence Text

I am very disturbed by some of the proposed changes in access to Acadia National Park. As a Maine
resident and very frequent visitor to the park, not only on day trips but camping in an RV, I appreciate
the challenges that overcrowding has caused. All the publicity regarding Acadia in recent years has
resulted in too much of a good thing to the detriment of those of us who have been visiting the park for
over 40 years.

I believe that more parking is definitely in order and the bus service needs to be expanded. We

- fréquently camp at Seawall and the bus service from there is-grossly inadequate. The buses do not run

frequently and transfers must be made to get to most areas.

We used to be able to drive our RV up to the top of Cadillac and that has been eliminated. Off-site
parking and a shuttle needs to be an option.

Since we have an RV, we need to have parking in the right hand lane along the Park Loop Road. An
RV cannot park in any of the lots available. We visit there frequently and having to have a reservation
to even drive through is absolutely ridiculous, especially if we are coming from Seawall. Getting a
reservation and coordinating the trip over to that side of the island will take away from the enjoyment
of visiting the park, making a vacation into an ordeal. We occasionally park at the visitor's center or in
town and take the bus, but with a large family it is difficult to coordinate, especially with bicycles in
tow.

Changing the direction of the flow of traffic through the Park Loop Road is also problematic if parking
will be available on the left side of the road. That means children, elderly, and handicapped people
getting out of their vehicle right into traffic. Right now with parking on the right, people can get out of
their vehicle in the shoulder/grass and safely cross the road.
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There needs to be parking available for RV's and the use of those spaces only by RV's needs to be
enforced. A few years ago, Jordan Pond House's overflow lot had RV spaces and other people parking
in them. They were also difficult to get into. Designated RV parking along the access road into the
overflow lot would be very helpful for those of us traveling this way.
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I am not in favor of providing residents only passes to Acadia because this is a national park supported 4
by funds provided by all citizens. If it were a local park, residents passes would be reasonable, but
Acadia is not a local, regional, or state park. '

An online reservation system that allows cars on the main circle road at hourly periods would give
everyone an equal opportunity of enjoying the beauty of Acadia.
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My wife and I have been coming to MDI and Acadia since 1972; we purchased a home on Long Pond ..
in 1995. We frequently have guests and family visiting us. It is quite difficult to transport ten with a
couple of bicycles, strollers, and two dogs to Jordan Pond for lunch, even if we arrive 3 hours prior to
our reservation- -parking is almost impossible. I believe if you remove the granite rocks on the west
side of the loop road from Jordan Pond House south to the Seal Harbor exit road, 50 parking spaces
could be reinstated. A path could be created, west of the parked cars, for people to walk back to the
JPH. The east side would still not allow parking, traffic should flow smoothly and pedestrians would be
off the roadway. I think the safety issue is worse when so much parking is eliminated and visitors are-so..-
frustrated trying to find parking somewhere.

The Bubble Pond parking lot has been closed for a couple years due to a few illegal parkers. That
parking lot gave many of us access to the Cadillac Mountain westside trail, the Eagle Lake trail, the
carriage road along Bubble Pond, and several more trails south of Bubble Pond.

Acadia Mountain parking is probably the most dangerous area on the island for people going to Acadia
and St. Sauveur mountains. In short term, I suggest a reduced speed in that area to 35 mph. Perhaps
speed limit signs with solar powered flashing lights could warn drivers of the decrease from 50 mph.
Perhaps this coild be activated at peak hikiing times. In addition, white rumble strips could be placed
across Rt. 102 to get drivers attention to slow down and beware of pedestrians.

Parking along the Eagle Lake Rd, just north of the Lake, is very popular due to the intersection of many
carriage roads. These are probably the widest shoulders on the island. Could we try the same
suggestions above to Jordan Pond here too? Liscomb Pit is SO far from the Eagle Lake trailheads. Our
objective is to walk in the Park, not the almost half mile as a precursor.

At the workshop at MDI HS someone asked if major contributors to Friends of Acadia might receive
some reservations for parking or some other reservation consideration. Not a bad idea.

One other concern for our family is a question: what consideration is being made for handicapped
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tagged cars? Will these cars have a separate reservation system?
Thanks for your consideration of my ideas.
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Everyone pays entrance fees as is required now. Autos, buses, motor homes, bicyclists, etc., would pay
a toll fee, in addition to the entrance fee. Alternative, free bus access from designated parking areas on
a regular schedule.
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I was happy to attend the open house at Mound Desert Island High Schbol, and appreciated the

thoughtful answers your staff had for everyone's questions.

I agree that of the alternatives, Option C is the most acceptable.

But to maintain good community relations, [ suggest that it is important, whatever plan is implemented
to restrict parking, to allow unfettered drive-through access along the entire Park Loop Road, including
the Ocean Drive segment. Local residents often are hosts to out-of-state visitors, and want to remain
free to share the beauties of our island without making a reservation.

Thank you for your attention.
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Concerning the ban of e-bikes on Carriage roads:

A Superintendent should not treat a National Park as his own Fiefdom. When you have Park Rangers
issue summons for 36 CFR 1.5 (f), You, Mr. Schnieder, are ignoring 36 CFR 1.5 (a-c), to wit :

36 CFR 1.5 (a) "... consistent with applicable Federal Administration policies." By banning e-bikes it
appears you have gone afoul of H.R. 727, 107th Congress 2001-02, Consumer Product Safety. It states:
Low speed electric bikes are consumer products powered by 750 watts or less. Anything above 750
watts are motor vehicles. :

36 CFR 1.5 (b) paraphrasing here, anythmg of a controversial nature shall have a public hearing and
notification of same shall be published in the Federal Register as where a public hearing will be held. I
could not locate anything of this nature ever published in the Federal Register. As of September 2017
the last three postings from ANP going back to 9 Dec 16 were all about commission meeting schedules.
36 CFR 1.5 (¢) I feel that the determination of (a) has not been met, hence the closure notice of e-bikes
on Carriage Roads is invalid.

Mr. Schnieder 1 feel you are taking us back in time akin to when the wealthy of this Island tried to hold
back the coming age of the automobile. They succeeded in banning it's use until 1915. It has been
relayed to me that you have stated e-bikes will remained barred from the Carriage Roads because of the
need of physical exertion should be the ample reward for riding the Carriage Roads. Really? What
exertion does it take for a person of independent means to ride a horse or in a carriage? Smells a bit of
being elitist not egalitarian. Also I haven't gotten to the slippery slope of allowing snowmobiles. The
park already has a speed limit of 15 miles an hour for good reason. Go as fast as you want to crash.
Gravity can pull a standard bike quite fast. [ feel that e-bikes are keeping with J. D. Rockefeller Jr.'s
intended us of his Carriage Roads, not of your's Mr. Schnieder .
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I seriously don't know how a reservation system for Cadillac MT, and the Park loop road can work.
Seems like a lot of oversight and enforcement problems, Cheaters, disappointed visitors, visitors with
problems using the internet, internet coverage problems, cars that do not show up for their reserved
time, etc. [ think the fairest way, is to not allow any private motor vehicles on the road up to Cadillac,
or on the Park loop road during pre-determined times/days. The Island explorer buses could pick up and
drop off visitors any where along the Loop road. They could go around and around, so as to pass any
given area every 15 minutes or so. Smaller shuttle buses could just go up and down Cadillac MT all day

. long, picking up visitors dropped off by the Island explorer buses. The Exception to the private - -

vehicles, could be handicap related, allowing handicap stickered vehicles only on these roads. Island
explorer buses can pick up visitors any where along their routes, as they pass most Hotels and
campgrounds eliminating parking problems else where. 1 am sure this may be overly simplistic, but
bugs can be worked out much easier than in the reservation system. If Day trippers got into the habit of
using the Transportation Center in Trenton, that would eliminate parking problems for people that
would not be staying in hotels or campgrounds. Of course walkers and bicyclists would be allowed on
these roads at all times.
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r

I am.a slow, responsible bike rider. My knees no longer allow me to ride a bike without pedal assist. I
also appreciate a throttle to be there if an emergency situation forces a "quick exit". If one tries a class 1
or class 2 electric bike, one will find out there is ALOT of work involved and these bikes are NOT
mopeds, They still require lots of work . The bikes I have tried don't go very fast. Way under what a
normal bike can travel. 20 tops! I ride a bike responsibly and I feel I should be allowed to ride where
any bikes are allowed in a National Park. We need to get Americans out of their polluting cars and
more physically fit. Please change the policy and allow at least class 1 pedal assist bikes on the trails.

B S
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[ am a year-round area resident with a 25 year history with Acadia and congestion is congestion
regardless of whether the person originates from a 10 minutes away drive or 10 hours away drive.

As an area resident, I already have the gift of calling this place home, year round. So many people pay
taxes to help this park, even people who pay taxes and never even get to visit a national park ever in
their lives, ever. I live here and benefit from the park and that is why I choose to live here. [ am fully in
support of making a reservation, knowing that my experience will be so much better, since I know 1
have a parking spot. I will most likely choose the Island Explorer more, but it's good to know there is a
reservation system if I choose to go to the really busy places for whatever reason.

In my opinion, there are too many people in the park. This is an area that should disproportionately be
in favor of preservation of the nature and culture, then the visitor experience is contingent on those
things being preserved.

[ could live with Alternative C and think it is the best practical option, but Alternative D is by far.the
better option if people could understand that it protects the park more. Get the cars out of the park as
much as possible.

Alternative C may inevitably lead to a carrying capacity on Ocean Drive, but may serve to increase
(even more) traffic on all other areas of the Park Loop Road and increase the number of Island Explorer
buses, thus making it even harder for cyclists.

Alternative D is the only one that will allow the true experience of the PLR to happen. Let people have
an amazing experience...not one fraught with planning, being careful not to be hit or hit someone or
have anxiety about finding a place to park. There are too many people on the planet to not give public

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482

Page 129 of 639



transportation its place as a far superior experience for everyone.

On demand ride-shares might create more congestion than they solve by looping around and around
hoping to pick up a fare. Maybe consider limiting them at least to start to see how it goes.

If there becomes a way to connect the Mount Desert Island and Schoodic Island Explorer loops (Other
than ferry) that would be fantastic.

Eliminate ALL right-hand parking. This system is confusing, causes confusion, makes cycling harder,
and tragically adds to the overcongestion and people walking on a roadway. The areas that have right-
hand parking for very specific reasons (such as climbers near Champlain) should have a new parking
lot created near that area to address that specific use. There should be NO right hand parking AT ALL.
It is bizarre and makes the Park Loop Road look and feel like a parking lot.

Eliminating the roadside parking on state roads is critical to the overuse of the park and the safety of
people parking there. The roadsides look awful. It used to be that vegetation went to the road. Now the
road extends another meter or so on each side of the road from parking and overcompaction of soil.

Bear Brook (in the considered but dismissed) as a parking area should be reconsidered. Maybe it is
billed as a place to park for those wantmg to bicycle the loop road or have access to Sieur de Mont
through a short hike. : o

I know this is hard. This is like trying to manage an unmanageable problem. [ am hopeful people w1ll
think like a long-term manager rather than just of their short term needs.
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Well over a decade past, I first came to visit ANP. I fell in love with the beauty of this place. Since
then, I have returned annually to spend time there-often more than 'up to four visits' each year.
(upcoming this year, 2 trips planned) :

In my selfishness, I would love to have no restrictions. Impossible, I understand.

Familiar with all of these traffic congestion troubles, I thereforeTecommend your preferred choice of
the alternative plans: C. ' o

The only point [ wish to express is: with my handicap situation is a leg inhibited mobility. [ do have
permanent handicapped license plates. I have tried and have experienced difficulties in attempting to
load onto the Island Explorer buses because of the seemed steep steps up. (Yes, sadly, I avoid Sand
Beach very often). Finding that hard to navigate, I have often chosen to use my own private vehicle. If I
am not able to be gain enough parking spots during reservations, this will be very inhibiting to me. My
friend and I make coordinated times to make the best of timing for light exposures versus tide schedules
& weather conditions. Our purpose is take many photographs at so many locations throughout the park.
With the seeming few parking places for handicapped parking, I am concerned that the reservations
will fill up the available spots.

We have already learned to judge and adjust our plans to monitor the congested traffic. If our time is
more impacted by required to gain reservations, I am hoping I will be able to get where I hope to
locations. Perhaps-the Island Explorer bus steps could be somewhat adjusted to be less steep? [ will
adjust. Change is inevitable. Thank you.
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Our park, and the specific areas cited in the plan have definitely become overly congested and even
dangerous. I agree that something must be done. These are my thoughts:

1. [ suggest completely prohibiting the large tour buses and RVs from climbing Mt. Cadillac. The road
is too narrow to accommodate these vehicles on the sharp turns. This is unsafe to other drivers and
certainly greatly contributes to congestion on the climb up and down and also with the parking at the
top. As an alternative, tour companies, and preferably local tour companies, can provide this service by
using smaller vans or minibuses. Electric vehicles would be optimal. Just having reservations does not
address the serious problem with these extra large vehicles trying to navigate roads that are not
designed for them.

2. 1 agree with your plans in Alternative C on creating more parking at Eagle lake and Acadia
Mountain. The current location and lack of parking is not safe. These are good ideas.

3. As a year round resident and business owner in Bar Harbor, I find it offensive and unfair to have to
make a reservation to see certain areas of the park. Year round residents are the back bone of this
island. We provide the funds through paying our taxes for making this park accessible through the local
roads. We provide the local business that enhance park visitor's experience. We are the community that
enables the park to accomplish it's goals. The park needs the community to be successful. It is a
symbiotic relationship. If [ am to be denied access to areas because I don't have a reservation, after [
have waited all winter to enjoy these places, I am not certain that I would continue to live here long
term. It is my opinion that year round residents should have preferential treatment and not have to make
reservations. We should receive a special pass. [ strongly urge you to do this.
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Stop all private motor coach busses from entering park. Mandate that the companies use vans,
preferably electric powered.
Monitor and regularly report to the public air quality status.
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I applaud the hard work the National Park employees at Acadia have put into developing a much
needed transportation plan. I think the recommended plan is far better than the status quo and with
some refinements is probably the most publically acceptable plan for mitigating the impact of increased
visitorship to Acadia.

My suggestions are unrealistic, but I'll share them anyways.

While tourism is great for the economy of Mt. Desert Island, the island has a population carrying
capacity beyond which the quality of life will be greatly diminished for all - both residents and visitors.
I speak mainly from the perspective of a resident. Visitorship to Acadia has increased from about 2.25
million in 2013 to 3.51 million in 2017, This growth cannot be sustained!

I have two radical proposals,

1) Allow a specific number of Acadia visitor passes for the year - no more than the current number
issued and ideally no more than 2.5 million. Give permanent and seasonal residents priority in

purchasing passes, perhaps by having an early resident purchase deadline date. Then open up the sale of
passes to the general public.

2) Alternatively, or in conjunction with limiting passes, restrict the number of automobiles allowed on
the island and upgrade bus and shuttle service. My radical proposal would be to allow only those who
live or work on the island, or have work/business related reasons to be on the island to have

automobiles on Mt. Desert Island. All other visitors would have to park off island and be shuttled onto
the island. Once on the island they would use public transportation to get around and to visit the Park.
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I'm aware that these proposals are not realistic or popular at this time.

Thanks for soliciting public comments and thank you for a job well done.
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Hello,

I do agree that the increased amount of tourism in Acadia National Park has caused some challenges
with traffic, parking and overall park use and experience.

[ also believe that any new plan that is being considered to alleviate this should consider both tourists
that visit for a short time and residents that visit all summer long.

Competition for parking will be an issue whether in Bar Harbor, Acadia, Bangor, or any other summer
destination. Restricting traffic and eliminating parking on the park loop via automated gates and a time
entry reservation system could negatively impact visitors, both returning and new.

If spaces are reserved ahead of time and sold out the entire season, some visitors may miss out on the
chance to purchase one.

If a pass is reserved for a time entry reservation, visitors will be pressed for time and rushed to explore
their destination. For example, if a pass was reserved for two hours and a hike lasted 3 or more, that
person could be penalized for staying too long.

I worry that if I wanted to head out for a day hike and had to reserve a pass that my time to explore
would be shortened. If parking was not restricted I could drive around and find a space that did not
have a time limit and that would be close to my destination.

Public transportation is a great option for the typical tourist. However if I am doing a full day hike with
full gear, children, dog, etc. it is not viable to load up on the Island Explorer.
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I may not have a definitive solution to this problem, but [ ask that you explore all options and possible
impacts of visitors, both the tourist and the resident. I would gladly pay a surcharge as a resident of
Maine to access the park at my leisure over the course of a season, which may be well over 15
weekends or more.

Thank you, I hope this comment period continues to bring new perspectives and that a plan to serve
both tourists and residents is reached.
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Expand the Island Explorer. No cars at all on Cadillac Mountain Rd. only the buses. just like in Denali
park. Make very clear, very visible Island Explorer Bus Stop signs and put them all over the island
where the bus goes. At this point, the stops and timing are not very clear even though the bus is really

really easy to use once you try it. that will encourage people to take it. add more buses to the fleet.. they
fill up.

Thanks for working on this. Acadia is a National Treasure. good luck.
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I've been visiting MDI for over 30 years and although still one of my favorite destinations, I agree some
hard dissensions need to be made to control the vehicular traffic in the park.
My suggestion is to permit entry into the park on an odd/even license plate system. Even numbered
plates to be admitted on even days of the week and odd numbered plates to be admitted on the odd
numbered days of the week. License plates without numbers should be considered as odd plates. There
_are only two heavy traffic months (July & August) where two odd numbered days follow one another.
Assuming an equal number of odd/even registered plates, the unnumbered plates may add to the odd
plate total making two subsequent odd days equitable. = ‘
There will always be opposition to any idea that may restrict someone's entry into the park. I believe
though that anyone who truly loves the park as I do would be willing to make this compromise which
will ultimately provide for a more pleasurable experience in Acadia National Park.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482

Page 139 of 639



PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 117

Author Information
Keep Private: No

Name:

Organization:
Organization Type: I-Unaffiliated Individual
Address: e ‘

Southwest Harbor, ME 04679
USA

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Jun 1, 2018 Date Received: Jun 1, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: No

Notes:

Correspondence Text

June 1, 2018
Comments on Draft EIS for Acadia Transportation Plan

1. General. [ think the plan is well thbught out and timely. I support the plan and hope that the
implementation will start soon.

2. Island Explorer. As I am sure you are aware, some Island Explorer routes and times are no longer
able to meet demand and operations have been limited in recent years by the availability of drivers. I
highly encourage putting resources toward solving these problems as the first step in implementing this
plan.

3. Parking. The parking growth restriction from the 1990's GMP has made it difficult to deal with
increasing demand and has been a factor in the explosion of roadside parking. To that end, I

recommend that all new and rehabilitated parking lots be built to the highest capacity allowed by the
site. Specifically:

a. Eagle Lake. If Figure 7 is feasible from a traffic safety view, I greatly prefer the Old 233 alternative.
It is easy to find, close to the desired carriage road entrance, and would not require visitors to leave
vehicles in what could appear to be a remote and unsafe area (Liscomb Pit).

b. Liscomb Pit. The concept sketch of the Liscomb Pit lot seems to show potential for greater capacity
and, it that is the chosen site, [ recommend that the full site be used.

¢. Visitor Center. | anticipate that this will be a huge factor when dealing with both the park and Bar
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Harbor parking issues. The surface parking shown on the concept plan is spread out and awkward and I
believe the slopes and proximity to Breakneck Brook might be problematic. I think it's time to consider
a multi-story parking garage to maximize parking and minimize footprint.

d. Schooner Head. While the Satterlee Pit location is a good idea, park maintenance needs somewhere
to store materials when Liscomb Pit is no longer available and 40 cars is a fairly small contribution to
the Sand Beach demand. I support constructing a much larger lot near along Schooner Head Road
between the entrance station turnoff and Satterlee Pit. Much of the terrain is flat and 1947 fire impacted
making it suitable for development. The proximity to Sand Beach, Beehive, and entrance station would
make it both attractive to park users and also useful for entrance station staff trying to re-direct people
when the park is full.

e. Jordan Pond. Yes, the site can handle more visitors and parking is the only limitation. Go for it.

4, Concessions.

a. Gift shops. I recommend removal of concession sales at Thunder Hold and Cadillac. I believe that
they are not necessary, are inappropriate to the purpose of these areas, add to the time spent in these
very busy and crowded areas, and are redundant to the many similar services available nearby.

b. Cadillac. AHowing bus access to Cadillac solely by a single concessioner and/or Island Explorer
would be a very powerful tool. [ did not see this idea in the plan.

5. Entrance structures. Having one entrance station is a useful visitor information service and a good
management tool, but the extensive level of improvements required to implement Alt D is out of scale
and, in my view, makes this alternative unacceptable. : '

6. Carriage Roads and social carrying capacity. The visitor management program for the carriage roads
was and is a model program. There may be lessons that can be applied to the Park Loop Road corridor.
Although not addressed in this plan, I encourage the park continue surveying carriage road users and
implementing management actions as needed. '

| Southwest Harbor, aine 04679
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As retirees who chose to relocate to Ellsworth largely because of its proximity to Acadia, and as
frequent year-round users of the park, we have carefully studied the Draft Transportation Plan. Overall
we feel that Plan C is reasonable. We have the following comments on Plan C.

Timed entry - Congested approaches to the park could make 15 minute time slots very stressful for
visitors (and consequently for park staff). We would suggest a 45 min time slot as the absolute
minimum.

Island Explorer Buses: (We understand that expansion of the Island Explorer system is dependent on
the availability of funding.) One of the problems with using buses from the Gateway Center to access
the park is the amount of time it takes to reach your destination. For instance, using the current
timetables and leaving on the 8:55 am bus from the Gateway Center, arrival times for popular
destinations would be as follows:

Jordan Pond: 10:15 am (1 hr 20 min)
Sand Beach: 10:00 am (1 hr 5 min)

Eagle Lake: 9:52 am (57 min)

Acadia Mountain: 10:40 am (1 hr 45 min)

With all of these destinations less than a 30 minute drive from the Gateway Center, this makes the bus a
much less attractive option. To increase ridership from the Gateway Center, we suggest the addition of
three express bus routes from the Gateway Center, running at least once an hour, to allow visitors to get
to transportation hubs or popular areas of the park and return to the Gateway Center in a reasonable
amount of time:
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Bar Harbor Village Green, with one stop at the Hulls Cove Visitor Center, providing speedy access to
all Island Explorer routes.

Northeast Harbor, first stop at Parkman Mtn parking, additional stops at Brown Mtn Gatehouse and
Asticou before terminating in NEH village center.

Southwest Harbor: First stop at Acadia Mtn parkirig, additional stops at Echo Lake and SWH village
center, where passengers could transfer to the existing #7 bus for Manset, Seawall, and Bass Harbor.

Express buses would stop only at their designated stops and would not be flaggable.

We frequently walk the carriage trails, and we use Jordan Pond as our starting point more often than
Eagle Lake. We suggest that an additional bicycle express could be added from Village Green to J ordan
Pond. Bicycle expresses should have seating for at least as many hikers as bicyclists. Or maybe have
hikers' express buses from Village Green to these two locations?

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Draft Transportation Plan and hope that some of our
comments may be useful.
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What's a local someone that moved there from NYC or CO last year and works, rents or buys a home;
or is a local somebody that rents a summer cottage for 2 Weeks or a month every year for the past 25 or
40 years? Maybe the latter is more "local"? ‘

] GREW UP IN NH, MY FAMILY HAILS FROM CANADA WITH 5 GENERATIONS THRU
MAINE, THEIR ARE POULINS IN ALL THE GRAVEYARDS MORE POULINS THAN SMITHS
IN THE PHONE BOOK.

Maybe it's time to limit the number of buses that can enter the island on a given day; assign 10, 20 a
day? -

Maybe limit the number of cruise ships that can anchor and onshore people; limit the spots, have a
lottery for cruise companies.

Maybe limit the number of RVs, or issue RV passes not unlike the Islands of Nantucket or Martha's
vineyard can only offer so many ferry spots for cars.

Issue RV Permits; only 30 per week? 10 or 20 per day?

Tear down the causeway and have a ferry.

DO NOT allow scooters or electric bikes - they've ruined Martha's Vineyard.

The Island hopper works great; have more?

in the heighth of the crowded summer, maybe limit foreigners, give priority to Americans and not
Canadians.

Too many park visitors are just driving thru, they gobble up parking spaces they hog roads they see the
whole place in a day and maybe that's not sensible. Make a day pass EXPENSIVE in peak season!
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Background: Local resident, frequent park user, Park volunteer with Search and Rescue, Volunteer
Emergency Medical Director ANP

I have reviewed Plan and attended Information Sessions
Agree that Alternative C "Preferred Alternative" is best choice presented.

Increased Bus service is essential for this to work and needs to be implemented with or ahead of
restrictions, not a follow on. The bus service needs to feed into the park from more places on the Island
and there needs to be more parking near but not in the park. Visitors will not drive out to Trenton to
park to get a bus, The Island towns are going to develop parking nightmares in areas near the park and
the primary bus routes otherwise.

Bus service needs to start earlier in the day or parking spaces in the park will be taken early and held all
day.

Highest desirability permits to bus accessible locations should be primarily for the disabled.
Bus service needed to the top of Cadillac.

Size restrictions on all vehicles needs to be correct for park and enforced. CDL drivers need to be
educated to park rules and banned if violate.

Taxi/Uber/Lyft need to be enforced as CUA with regs. There needs to be control on these drivers taking
permits designed for non commercial visitors and hoarding/ reselling for profit (ie you can get into the
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park if you hire me)
Access for climbing guides needs to be specified. How is that going to work?

Loop road parking is scheduled to be phased out. I would suggest initially banning parking in areas of
greatest hazard: poor site lines, uphills that slow bicyclists, and long uninterrupted areas that encourage
frustration and risky passing. Gradually shrink to ideal areas near key sites (eg Orange and Black,
portions of Ocean Drive) only.

The Thompson Island West side parking area should be maintained year round as a meeting area and
carpool consolidation area even without the visitor center; it saves much driving and vehicle overuse,
especially for local residents. Spending a large sum to tear out the parking area and "restore it" is a
waste.

The congestion on Cadillac and Ocean Drive is a current CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER, as a
member of the park Emergency response I feel we are at severe risk on busy days.

Need to establish system for emergency responders to get easy access to high traffic areas during peak
times( ie: SAR vehicles/team members/ambulance.
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The Parking Lot on the north side of Eagle Lake Road provides superior cross country ski access to the
carriage roads. It's proximity to the Aunt Betty's Pond, Eagle Lake and Witch Hole Connector loops is
far superior to that provided by the proposed Liscomb Pit lot.

Please consider maintaining the current lot for handicapped-only access in the summer and for general
use in the winter for cross-country skiers, snowshoers and walkers.

Thank you,
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On the issue of requiring parking reservations during peak times at Acadia Ntl. Park-
I strongly believe this is a fundamentally flawed idea that will spawn many new problems, while
wastefully burning many dollars, and creating only an appearance of efficiency.

Yes, I too have suffered through the increase in Park congestion over the last 20 years. I too have
waited 45 minutes for a parking space at the J ordan Pond overflow lot on a peak weekend, so I can
access the trails.’But still I would not leap into a parking system that creates other, more annoying .
problems. -

First, it's important to align with the fundamental charter of the Park system: to maximize the use of
scarce resources for the benefit of the greatest number of folks, at an accessible price point. If we
diverge from this goal, we have lost our way.

I suggest that a reservation system will actually impair efficient access to the Park. Consider: because
hikers cannot know their return time, nor those waiting in lines at the Jordan Pond Restaurant, there
simply cannot be a time limit to any parking reservation. Therefore, it becomes a nearly random event
when a spot will open. But this itself means that the Park can never know exactly how many parking
spots will be open at any particular time, and therefore it cannot really promise the reservation of a
spot, without making some assumptions and compromises.

In mathematical terms, there is a serious "flow variability" problem. Think about how the lines at the
food store surge and contract randomly throughout the day, or how a minor highway event can generate
a shockingly huge backup for hours. The same flow/access irregularities occur when parking spots have
no time limit, but in this case it is the outgoing flow of departing cars that is the problem.
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To ensure that those with legitimate reservations in fact receive a parking spot at the chosen time, and
given this random variability in departure times, the Park (its agent) will have no choice but to
introduce a "fudge factor" to underestimate parking spot availability. For parts of the day, then, a
certain percentage of spaces will have to be held empty, to accommodate the unpredictable surges that
inevitably occur throughout the day. Overall, then, fewer people are able to enjoy the park each day.

Efficient? No. Unfortunately, the most efficient use of spots (and the Park they serve) is to have cars
hovering around, waiting for an opening. In other words, the present system.

There are probabilistic flow models based on multivariate analysis that can estimate the need to keep
open parking spots, so that parking surges (from delayed departures) do not swallow up spots needed to
fulfill later, paid reservations. From my (limited) experience with such models, I believe it is likely the
Park would need to keep 10-15% of parking spots free at times to accommodate typical parking surges,
to be able to guarantee future reservations to a 90% certainty. (Even then, the 10 percent will be very
unhappy.) So, the reservation system actually creates (not eliminates) inefficiencies in parking usage.

Consider also: Summer transit times on the island are highly variable at best for even the most adept of
us, and much worse for the majority who don't know their way around the Island. It would be expected
that the majority of visitors struggling to make their way to their reserved spots will be significantly late
(and some early). Again, probabilistic flow models call for (inefficiently) holding open empty spaces to
accommodate those late arrivals. Conversely, for those who arrive early, there is a new problem of
having them sit on the roadway until their spot opens. In many places in the Park you cannot simply
drive-around the block for 5 minutes. -

Consider also the impact on public road traffic, of having people racing to get to their spots on time, for
fear of having a ruined day where Dad didn't get family to Sand Beach on time. Imagine the arguments
that will ensue when a driver arrives on time to find no spot (perhaps 10% of the time), or arrives late
and is furious at Park personnel when his spot has been released. A single argument with a parking
attendant itself can create a huge and long-lasting flow problem into the lot, just like a small fender
~+bender on the highway creates a surprising traffic jam. Do we really want our Park system to operate-
like a public highway or worse, like an airline? Do we want the added stress of having to meet
reservation times?

Secondary issues here (and in order of priority) are (1) true safety concerns, as distinguished from (2)
congestion/annoyance issues (traffic jams, parking wait times and fender benders).

As for safety: The example is always given of traffic jams on Cadillac and related safety concerns. The
Cadillac problem is relatively easy- have an observer at the top radio to an attendant at the bottom when
the lots are full, and from there, simply allow 5 cars in for every 5 cars that leave.

Sure, there is a cost for personnel, but that is easily recovered. Remember that the huge increase in
attendance has itself led to a significant increase in attendance fees, and the ability and responsibility to
pay for parking attendants. If Cadillac is the problem, one could consider a surcharge for Cadillac.
Certainly a dollar per car, ten per bus, would pay for two attendants and two walkie talkies.

Alternatively, consider how many people access the park on the Island Explorer without paying a
penny in access fees (despite the rules). Perhaps we should consider tightening up on this huge
loophole. Is it so hard to have the bus drivers require a flash of a Park Pass?
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Are there truly serious safety concerns related to Park congestion that cannot be addressed more
simply? Emergency vehicle access perhaps? In my years here, I have only heard of such issues on
Cadillac, discussed above, and on Loop Road from Sand Beach to Thunder Hole. The Loop Road issue
is amenable to simple solutions. For example, upon a need to admit emergency vehicles, the entrance
booths can immediately close off access to cars (if they have immediate communication), and in the 10-
15 minutes it takes for emergency responders to arrive, the downstream roadway will clear naturally.
One ranger on a motot scooter could assist with road clearing. The emergency vehicles can enter via
Schooner Head, or via Otter Cliff Road, bypassing any backup.

Now to the third issue, that of annoyance, congestion, fender benders and wait times. We must weigh
these issues against the alternative- Do I prefer to wait for parking politely and patiently (as most do) or
would I prefer to be told that I cannot enter today, or that I missed my reservation by 10 minutes, or am
early by 10 minutes? I for one would always choose the former. The proposed reservation system too
often will lead to complete non-access, rather than delayed access.

Another bandaid to be considered works quite well at ski resorts. If you inform visitors at entrances
with lighted information boards about which tourist sites are backed up, with green, yellow and red
lights, they will self-select to move on to the next site that is less crowded. This self-selection process is
one that actually increases the efficiency of use of the limited resources including the parking lots, and
therefore is tremendously helpful. -

The park might also consider what London and NYC do to limit peak time jam-ups. There could be two
passes, two prices, only one of which allows entry to the park at certain peak times. Or perhaps annual
passes get the priority over weekly passes at certain times. Call that the Disneyland approach.

Fundamentally, this will always be a problem without a real solution, as the Park's inherent interest in
bringing more and more people every year directly conflicts with the goal of having easy access to
limited resources. If other resorts are the guide, it is simply a matter of time until word gets out that the
Park is impossible to navigate, and either the shoulder seasons expand, or tourists find somewhere else
to go. That's OK too- part of the natural evolution of resorts-
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[ congratulate the NPS, especially the ANP staff, on a well done plan, document, and outreach program.
My comments are as follows:

Endorse Preferred Alternative that features reasonable and appropriate management traffic strategies
with several needed capital improvements.

Would suggest that improved frequency of service and slightly reconfigured-Island Explorer system
would go a long way in reducing the peak usage stress on ANP interior roadways. and parking. With the
bus system hub/transfer center being the heart of Bar Harbor, the buses are slowed because of traffic
congestion and the relatively narrow roadway geometry. Parking is already in short supply in Bar
Harbor. And Bar harbor, while being a prime attraction, is not central to most of the visitors/residents
on the island and the destinations. I suggest examining creating transit hub at the reconfigured the Hull
Cove Visitor Center or at the former ferry terminal along Route 3 - -although that opportunity may be
precluded soon. These re central locations convenient for visitors to park and offer the potential for a
more reliable, efficient, and used bus service. I fear the hub location of the Acadia Gateway Center
would only be convenient and used by people coming from the mainland and to residents and visitors
on the island - - it would be actually and perceived as backtracking by on-island residents and visitors.
Getting the bus hub out of Bar Harbor would enable shorter and more reliable round trip times for each
bus run and increase the utilization of the bus fleet and drivers.

Would also suggest investigation of using nearby school district bus vehicles and drivers that are
unused at the peak ANP visitor times to supplement the Island Explorer system during the peak
visitation periods. Recognizing that many of the local school bus drivers may already be Island
Explorer drivers or other tourist bus drivers, consider a targeted recruiting/training/licensing programs
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reaching further inland or to other school or business employees that are underutilized during the
visitation period.

As park of management plan, consider restricting single or even low occupancy vehicles at peak times.

And not addressed in the impacts assessment, but in the spirit of "Leave No Trace", prohibit the
unmufflered/under mufflered motorcycles, trucks, cars and other vehicles within park boundaries. This
destroys the enjoyment of the park for the majority for the selfish practice of a few.
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With regard to the Phase 2 release of the Draft Transportation Plan for Acadia National Park, [ find
several issues of concern, however none more so than that of locals right to access the park in light of
the proposed reservation system and restricted access options outlined in this most recent release. As |
am aware that many others in the local community share that same concern, I offer the following by
way of a problem identification, justification for a solution and a suggested process to address the issue.
It should be noted that the process I will outline below addresses only the MDI portion of the park, it
could easily be adapted for the Schoodic unit as well.

The NPS published visitation numbers for 2017 are reported to have been in the 3.5 million range. And,
though I am aware that this figure is somewhat subjective, based upon the methodology utilized, there
is little doubt that the components of this figure include a number of local visitors, or those who reside
on Mount Desert Island. The most recent census data from 2010, indicates that number to be less than
11,000 individuals. Regardless of how the total visitation numbers are calculated, 11,000 visitors
represents a mere 0.3 percent of the total.

Why then, would the NPS be unwilling to consider a Local Pass for this very small percentage of the
annual park visitors? The answer may lie in a variety of considerations.

First, there is the difficult and contentious issue of the criteria for determining what constitutes a local
resident? Should it be limited to taxpaying citizens, only those who actually own property on the
island? Or should it include those who reside on the island in permanent or long-term rentals? Should it
include property owners who claim residency elsewhere and only spend limited time on the island?
Should it include only registered voters? Should it include short-term renters, those perhaps who have
returned year after year to rent property for the season? Should it be extended to include short-term
renters who are here for a week or two, and whose domiciles are then rented by other parties for
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additional short-term periods? And if that group were included, wouldnt guests at hotels and inns
expect to be afforded similar rights? And what of seasonal workers who reside on the island only
during the busiest time of the year?

Obviously, this is an issue best addressed at the local level, with the goal of a standard criteria agreed
upon by all of the towns on the island. That alone would not be an easy task, considering the various
stakeholders and their individual views of the issue. And though some of those groups may seem at the
outset to be non-starters in this discussion, (like short-term renters, hotel and inn guests for instance),
can imagine each and every one of these groups to wish to be heard in the discussion regarding this
important criteria.

Just for the sake of consideration, lets assume that the end result of those difficult discussions yields a
criteria that includes only full-time residents, long term renters and seasonal residents. That number
could then easily swell to 20,000 individuals, or nearly twice the current estimated population of the
island. Even that figure however, still represents only 0.5 percent of the estimated total visitors to the
park.

The second and equally difficult hurdle in this regard would likely be the NPS reluctance to set a
precedent here in Acadia that might then cause them to have to field numerous similar requests from
local groups at other NPS units across the country. Though a valid concern, my argument would be that
this National Park is completely unique with regard to its geographic location, on an island, surrounded .
by small towns. And though the Virgin Islands National Park on the island of St. John could easily
claim a similar environment, the relationship that the towns of MDI have with Acadia is far more
complex and rooted in generations of historical context. No other National Park is as revered and
entwined in so many small communities as is Acadia. The residents of this island feel a strong sense of
ownership in Acadia. That connection is felt in all of the communities on the island and evidenced by
the support that those communities share for the park, and the degree with which those same residents
utilize the park on a daily, weekly, monthly and annual basis. Further evidence appears in the amazing
and supportive relationship shown by Friends of Acadia, without which Acadia National Park would
struggle far more for lack of funds, personnel and community support. All of these facts lend
themselves to the concept that locals, however that is defined, do not want to be excluded from open
access to their park.

So, how do we address this contentious issue such that the needs of both locals and the NPS are
respected? My suggestion is as follows:

After the issue of defining the term local is resolved, I would propose that the NPS offer a local pass for
those qualified and that the pass be offered for a limited period of 14 days, commencing on January Ist
each year. During that period, qualified individuals may purchase that pass for an annual fee of $20.00.
Purchases may be made online or in person, but each applicants name must appear on the official list of
qualified individuals, with proper identification required to accompany all requests for passes. After the
purchase period has elapsed, no further passes will be awarded until the following January, regardless
of individuals who may become qualified later during each calendar year.

The issuance and administration of these passes shall be handled exclusively by the Friends of Acadia.
50% of the fee for each pass shall be retained as a donation to that organization, the remaining 50% to
be paid to the NPS. Additionally, FOA may wish to offer at a reduced rate, a one-year membership to
accompany the annual pass, as a further incentive for locals to become members of this important
organization.
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I£ 20,000 passes were sold at $20.00 per pass, the net could total $200,000. for the park and $200,000.
for FOA, obviously a welcome windfall for both entities, especially considering that we all know the
proceeds retained by FOA will also eventually benefit the park as well.

The effort involved being limited to just a few weeks, also means the administrative costs remain low,
and the commitment of time and resources are minimal, with the whole issue over for the year in a very
short time. With proper automation, nearly the entire process could easily be managed onlme with little
staff required and again the process would be completed in just a few weeks.

While some locals may argue that they already have Senior passes, as many of us do, it should be
remembered that those are viable throughout the NPS system, while affording us open access to our
own park is certainly worth the minor additional expense.

Administration of access by those holding local passes may prove challenging, especially during the
busiest days, however, it should be remembered that most of us who truly are locals, avoid going into
the park on those days anyway, and are therefore far less likely to require any special access as local
passholders.

Use of the pass should also carry the same terms as the Senior pass, with limitations regarding the
number of people in a vehicle and the presentation of personal identification to prove ownership of the
pass. .

Coordination between the local communities, the NPS and Friends of Acadia would certainly be
required for this concept to work, but I believe it would satisfy the needs of all parties concerned and go
a long way to alleviating widespread local-contempt regarding the issue of reservations, limited
visitation days and other components of the current draft, many of which may become reality as we
progress into the coming decade.

Sincerely,

Bar Harbor, Maine 04609
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My suggestion is to add a fourth stop at the Prospect Harbor Post Office for the Island Explorer Bus
service in future years, With four stops during the day at roughly 2 hour intervals it would be possible
for residents on the Prospect Harbor side of the peninsula and beyond to use the bus for half day
excursions to the Schoodic section of the park and leave their vehicles at the bus stop, thus reducing
vehicle trips to the park and saving what is roughly a 20 mile round trip drive from this location.

Thank you.
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Any new restrictions applicable to road/trail access and/or parking on the Mount Desert Island portion
of the park should include a pass system allowing unrestricted access for full-time residents of MDL.

An easy way to administer this would be to allow one pass per household to those households which
have qualified for the real estate tax homestead exemption under Maine law. Using that criteria would
place little administrative burden on NPS staff, but would ensure that only bonafide full-time residents
could receive a pass.

The impact of instituting such a pass system would be minimal, as only a relatively limited number of
households would be eligible to obtain a pass, and those who reside on the island would likely continue
choose off-peak times to visit popular park locations, but would allow residents the flexibility to
continue to have ready access to the park.

A similar system should be instituted for full-time residents of the towns surrounding the Schoodic
portion of the park. «

The passes should allow reciprocal access to the other section of the park so that Schoodic peninsula
residents could access the MDI portion of the park, and MDI residents access Schoodic.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482

Page 157 of 639



PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 127

Author Information
Keep Private: No

Name:

Organization:
Organization Type: I-Unaffiliated Individual
Address: i e

Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
USA

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Jun 5, 2018 Date Received: Jun 5, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: No

Notes:

Correspondence Text

[ understand the need to mitigate peak season issues in all plans; however, I think the plan starts too

- early and cuts into off season. I would only start the permit plan from June 15 thru labor day. The
system could also be used for Memorial day weekend ONLY in May. We've been coming every year,
but it is 16 hours one way. We don't want to drive all that way to hike, spend money on a rental, and
then not have full access to the park on and off throughout the day. We have a dog and need to come
and go between the park and rental (which is a ways out). Riding the explorer would pose an
inconvenience for us to the point where we might not come. We come before peak... usually May or
first week or two of June. Cutting into off season leaves us no way to avoid a permit system. Maybe
charge more for private vehicles to make an incentive to use the shuttle (those like us would be willing
to pay more for vehicle passes for the week) and don't allow tour buses into the park...those two things
might solve your issues.
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All concessions in Acadia, except the horse stable at Wildwood, should be closed when contracts end,
or sooner. . .

Jordan Pond House is now a Disneyland like recreation on steroids of what the traditional tea house
used to-be. It should be turned into a museum, with historical perspective, rather than "make as much
money hype."

All gift shops.should be closed.

NPS should continue to provide filtered water stations to drink and refill water bottles. Oh, and also
bathrooms. Information kiosks should replace all souvenir sales within the park.

With so many entrances and exits available it is exceptionally convenient to shop and dine in a village
near any park destination.

This would help traffic congestion at Jordan Pond House, as well as provide a natural flow of traffic out
of the park for shopping and dining, a benefit to local communities.
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Overall I feel the plan addresses the major congestion issues in the most popular areas of the Park. A
reservation system may be appropriate to restrict the number of vehicles in a given area at a given time.
Here are some concerns | have moving forward with the preferred alternative(s): 1)Increased bus
(shuttle) service is a must and should have additional hubs (like the Gateway center) added to the

- current visitor center and downtown Bar Harbor Island Explorer stations. Already, these places are

overcrowded. 2) Cadillac Mt. access may need to be restricted to shuttle / bus only at high use times,
however, I don't know if this is feasible for sunrise and sunset. 3) With any expansion of parking lots,
_cénsideration should be taken with removing some existing parking. No net increase in parking,.more
parking will just add more vehicles overall. The desired conditions should weigh resource protection
higher than visitor access. This way the visitor experience will be high, assuming they can enter the
park when they want to.
Hold on to the adaptive management strategy as long as possible, there will undoubtedly need to be
changes based on realities observed once the plan is implemented.
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To whom it may concern,

I have been visiting Acadia for many years with my family. Some years I would visit Acadia 2 to 3
times. Always enjoying the beauty of the park. However, I am not in favor with the proposed plan of
limiting the amount of people who can visit the park, not to mention the additional payment fora
reservation. Who would determine which people would get the reservation in visiting the park? Are we
going to have book a reservation years in advance? When working its hard to actually plan a time to
visit the park years in advance. There are times that [ would have a weekend off and just.go to visit the
park for a few days. '

This plan is going to make the park less accessible to me and my family. Sure there have been times
when tha park was crowded and I had to make some changes in what I planned on doing that day. I was
okay with that because I know that at certain times of the year the park will be crowded. Its just a fact
of life. This plan will only cause me to visit some other national park that doesn't impose these kind of
restrictions. Americans enjoy driving their cars and that will not change in the near future. Its part of
being an American. I am a member of "Friends Of Acadia" I am sad to say that [ will no longer be a
member if this plan goes into effect. Hopefully a much better solution can be found. Thank you.
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Of the four alternatives presented, Alternative B is definitely my preference. As a year round resident
of Mount Desert Island I have a special, 'eternal' relationship with ANP. It is part of the very fabric of
life here on MDI, and it would be a huge sadness to be made to feel like a 'tourist' in my own home
during those peak visitation times. Most of us try to avoid those prime areas like Cadillac, Sand Beach,
Thunder Hole etc then anyway, but we'd like to retain the freedom to just decide, spur of the moment’
to turn off the state roads and travel the Park Loop for a break in routine and much-needed dose of the
Park's beauty during those weeks when we need to be reminded that this island belongs to us, and that a
large part of why we choose to live here is the presence of ANP.

[ do not mind the idea of having to reserve a time for Sand Beach, Cadillac Summit, Thunder Hole or
Sieur de Mont. However, access to all the Park motor roads is a right of all of those who make this their
home, year round or seasonally. This is the trade-off the Park has made historically for being located in
the midst of a year round community of residents and businesses. Many of us use the Park year round,
and we volunteer on cleanup, maintenance, and winter trail grooming crews. We support Friends of
Acadia wth our donations, which supplement ANP's infrastructure costs, scientific research, and special
programs. :

It is vital that Acadia National Park retain free and open access to her motor roads, carriage roads, and
trails. Limiting parking access at certain key locations with reservations, and allowing access on the
Cadillac Summit road only by reservation is a good idea, but should be limited to those.

Thank you.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482

Page 162 of 639



PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 132

Author Information

Keep Private: No

Name: -

Organization:

Organization Type: [-Unaffiliated Individual

Address: -
Southwest Harbor, ME 04679
USA

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Jun 12,2018 Date Received: Jun 12,2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: No

Notes:

Correspondence Text

The proposed Acadia Gateway Center should serve as the parks primary visitor center and this project
should have priority over work at Hulls Cove. I like the key action item under Alternative D: At Hulls
Cove, the existing visitor center would be removed and a small visitor contact station would be rebuilt
closer to an expanded Hulls Cove parking lot.

Expand Island Explorer Bus Service! Direct appeal for § to lodgiﬁgs providers rather than Select
Boards? Fund a bus? Fund a driver?

We need more parking at Eagle Lake, so I like the expanded parking area options described under
Alternatives C and D.

Remove gift shops from inside the park?

Consider closing Cadillac Mountain to private vehicles at least at certain times of day. How much
sunrise traffic is there on top of Cadillac?

Im not a fan of the proposal (not described in the plan but suggested at public outreach meetings) to
give local residents unlimited access. But perhaps locals might receive a discount on the cost as they do
for their annual park pass? Is Acadia the only national park that offers the half price pass to locals or is
this a regular National Park Service policy?

Incentives to get people, particularly day trippers out of their cars? Cash / discount incentives /
vouchers? Priority consideration for future visitation? Parties returning another year get a 5% discount
on their lodgings reservation from participating businesses? They would need some kind of voucher
that the business could verify. [ have no idea how this could get done.
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Control people buying more reservations than they need to allow themselves free access. That is,
someone buys five reservations to Jordan Pond incase the first four days its raining. Leaving four
reservations unavailable for other visitors so Jordan Pond is actually under capacity rather than over.
Perhaps this can simply be controlled by charging a significant amount for the reservation. Or charging
more for multiple reservations to the same place by one party. Reservation should be attached to the
vehicle, not individuals. It would have to be some automated, big brother-ish type of system, but could
it be done?

Communication and outreach to prospective visitors will be hugely important and lodgings providers
ought to be partners in this. It is in their interests to help.

GOOD LUCK!
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At this point, I can't get into the park hot spots like Sand Beach, Ocean Drive, Sieur de Mont, Cadillac,
Jordan Pond, and enjoy myself after 10 am because there is no place to park and too many people. The
busses are full- -you can't even plan to take the bus because they might have to drive by you 3 times
filled with people before picking you up. It has happened to me and my young family. T have ridden by
car to Jordan Pond for a lunch reservation and the driver finally just left us and went back to Bar
Harbor and had us call him to pick us up- -he drove around for 45 minutes looking for a place to park.
used to be able to drive my family, last minute, up Cadillac for the sunset. Last time [ tried to do that [
got stuck in traffic 1/2 mile from the top. Awful. So, I'm not sure who all these local people are who are
feeling like a reservation system is gong to infringe on their ability and habit of "driving the park loop
road for fun" in the middle of the day because I don't really think anyone is able to do that now? I can't.
I mean, | could, if I wanted to sit in traffic turning right from Schooner Head Road waiting to turn left
to get in line for the fee station- -but is that really fun for people? I'd rather have timed access and a
reservation to those spots during peak time so [ know I can get there if I want to. And I don't think I
deserve special treatment because I'm a local.
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has any one taken the easy way out and called Disney. times have changed, monorails electric vehicles,

ramps, plant trees to hide what you do not like. roads can be moved and rebuilt . no matter what-
$$$$$$. change is difficult. :
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I am very concerned about the possibility of disallowing right lane parking on the Park Loop Road. I
am disabled, I am unable to walk more than a few feet. [ have no alternate means of movement. If I am
not allowed to park in the right lane of Park Loop Road, I will be excluded from many of the places that
[ love in the park. Please, seriously consider the horrible impact this will have on my quality of
experiencing Acadia; as well as others that may be in my situation. I am a resident of Mount Desert
Island and have enjoyed and contributed to Acadia my entire life. Please don't close the right lane to
parking and exclude me from almost all of the park that I am able to enjoy. Thank you.
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Please consider the following suggestions. I favor Plan B because it will allow me, as a resident of
‘MDI, the most freedom to access the Park. ' -

1. Remove/close the gift shops at Thunder Hole and Cadillac Mt. People and cars linger needlessly in
these spots. This will allow the expansion (or permanent) restrooms to be put in those areas. The one ‘at
Jordon Pond House is fine. Add a gift shop to the proposed new Visitor Center in Hulls Cove where
there should be sufficient parking.

2. Break down the data by hour (not just day) in Figures 21 and 22 before you determine any
reservation system. I can see sunrise and sunset reservations, but mid-day should not be an issue. The
data by hour will allow the correct windows to be defined.

3. If the park does do reservations, limit them to the true peak months (July, August and potentially
October). The current definition of mid-May to mid-Oct as 'peak’ is overly restrictive and simply when
the Park is open.

4. I wholeheartedly want to exclude the huge Cyr/Northeast buses from Cadillac. The smaller tour
buses park in regular spots. The current bus spots could be converted to more for Oli's Trolley and
Acadia Tours.

5. Issue small stickers to locals to attach to their 'mirror' hang-tags so that you can identify us. Our
licenses will have local MDI addresses. Any other individual who lives here part time (such as the
summer) can go to your office to provide proof and be issued a different one for summer residents.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482

Page 168 of 639



PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 137

Author Information

Keep Private: No

Name:

Organization:

Organization Type: I-Unaffiliated Individual

Address: e
Elk Grove, CA 95624-1226
USA

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Jun 14, 2018 Date Received: Jun 14, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: No

Notes:

“

Correspohdence Text

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation Association, I respectfully submit
my comments in support of the Acadia National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape,wildli’fe and.visitors are increasingly
impacted by vehicle congestion which has increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in
the park than ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and Jordan Pond are
bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing vehicle congestion on the
roadway is degrading park resources, marring the visitor experience and causing safety issues for
visitors on foot and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking reservation system to manage
Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems
while providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on addressing traffic congestion at the
Acadia National Park.
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We respectfully Wish that the National Park Service turns down all proposals for Acadia National Park
that include a "reserved parking system." I think a parking reservation system is a bureaucratic
nightmare, and not the best way to go at all. Yes, it might solve some problems, but will likely create
more. There will be a plethora of people who get a reservation and don't come, leaving empty parking
spaces when others who have come (without knowing of the reservation system or even that you could
possibly get some spaces reserved for spur of the moment day travelers) won't be able to use them. I'm
all for an expanded shuttle service and expanded parking areas in high traffic locations, even more
parking in lower traffic locations to make them more popular and accessible. Yes, [ realize that more
parking areas (these don't have to be hardscape) takes away from some of the nature you've come to
witness. But our national parks are a treasure for the people only if you allow them to visit. And to us,
there's nothing better than taking a family to witness the nature and history in them. Please do not put in
place a plan for a "reserved parking system". Not the best solution at all. And too drastic to us than a
step by step plan utilizing expanded shuttle and some moderate expansion of parking.

Jeff Peterman
America's Best History
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The period when reservations are required for the preferred alternative C seems lbng (mid May. to mid
October). Other than Memorial Day and Columbus Day weekends, the park only seems crowded in
July and August, and maybe early September.
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We live in Bar Harbor and go into the park almost daily to walk or hike, many times twice a day
(morning and afternoon). We know others who do the same and also some who walk in the park for
short periods before and after work. When we go to the Ocean Drive area, we usually park in the
unnamed lot just past the Gorham Mountain lot or the Fabbri picnic area lot. Neither of these have ever
been full, even mid-morning and mid-afternoon during the peak season.

The preferred Alternative C would require reservations to enter the Ocean Drive area including the
above parking lots. It wouldn't be practical for us to make reservations daily. It could be costly and
reservations might not be available. It is also not practical to take the bus (when it's operating) for short
periods since we would spend more time getting to and from than actually walking.

We would like to see a local resident pass which would allow park access without reservations.
Selecting who is eligible would probably be an issue. Maybe such a pass could be available to those
with a long term regular park pass such as the yearly National Park or Acadia passes, Senior Pass, etc.
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Consider using local school district buses to provide additional capacity for the bus system during peak
months.
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1. I prefer option B - only restrict Cadillac access and parking.

2. You define peak season as mid May to mid Oct. It really is only July & August and "leaf peeping"
Oct-mid Oct. ) :

3. ] want to see breakdown not just seasonal (by day) but time of day. If you do reservations, only
restrict 4-7am (sunrise) and sunset for cadillac..re. chapter 4 - Figures 21-22.

4. Local residents (addresses on Maine licenses) should have year round access for mid day (not times
above). ' :
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Have you considered large Park and Ride lots with bus "hubs" located outside the Park?
- lots holding 100+ cars with increased bus coverage

- located at gateway, North East Harbor, Southwest Harbor

- this might have a positive economic impact spreading tourism over the island
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- Add white lines to park loop on side of road so LDW (Lane Departure Warning System) can work in
Park road

- More electric bikes & normal bikes in park with safer roads with LDW use. White lines are needed to
work with your app on Iphone.

- Encourage only slow charging 110 volt in BH Hotel & Park Trenton parking for free and keep people
off roads because it would take up to 3 days in Tesla to charge at this rate.

- Need electric bike charger at concession at Cadilac Mtn, Jordan Pond House, Hulls Look Visitor
Center. T :

- One lane for e-bike ped & normal bikes on Park loop and Schoodie loop. Painted another color like
green.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482
Page 176 of 639




PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 145
Author Information

Keep Private: No

Name;

Organization:

Organization Type: [-Unaffiliated Individual
Address: N/A

N/A, UNN/A

USA
E-mail: :

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Jun 15, 2018 Date Received: May 17,2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: No

Notes:

Correspondence Text

Thanks so much for all your work and efforts on behalf of the developing
transportation plan.

I'm hoping you will consider adapting these new regulations with regard to
Volunteers. A few issues to consider:

Volunteers often put in several hours/day.

» Parking time limits or time frame would dramatically limit the number of
hours a Volunteer can work in the park.

» Parking fees would reduce Volunteers considering working .

« If Parking lots become fully registered it is possible Volunteers might not be
able to work at that time .

« Suggestions:

» New parking/enlarged parking areas could have a few spaces established as
saved/available for Volunteers.

+ Provide a hanging car sticker for Volunteers at work. The space they take (if
designation is a problem) would be allowed without regard to time or fee.

I'm sure there are other options as well. Would just like to insure that the Park
remains welcoming to its Volunteers.
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I have been taking the past few weeks to review the Draft Transportation/Environmental Impact Plan. I
was unable to attend the open house meetings in Bar Harbor and was not available for the online public
comment session. We have been going to Mt. Desert Island for twenty five years and eleven years ago
we purchased a home on the island. The presence of Acadia National Park was one of the reasons we
chose to buy our home on the island. We spend four to five months there each year and often have been
there longer. We are active in the community, donate our finances and our time to various charitable
organizations on the island including Acadia National Park. We, my husband and I both agree that
Acadia's unique beauty and location has encouraged more people to visit it each year and the traffic has
become a problem both for those wanting to enjoy the park and for the fragile ecosystem. So we
understand the need for a change and also applaud the Park Service for its iniative in striving to devote
a plan that will not only protect Acadia but will preserve it for future generations to enjoy. .

My concern is that parts of the plan will make it difficult for those of us who are not locals or year
around residents, to enjoy the park. We are usually in the Park four to five days a week hiking and
biking. In the Jordon Restaurant area we only park in the North lot or the lower parking lot near the
pond. We respect the need to keep the upper lot open for those only going to the restaurant. If we are
put in a position to make reservations for a timed entry to the park or parking, it will impact our
volunteer activities and enjoyment of life on the island. Since we are not locals we would fall into no
man's land as to spots reserved for locals. We do not live close enough to town to drive in and wait for
a shuttle (if we can find parking) and do not own the kind of dogs who would ride a shuttle. Yes, our
dogs are always on a leash in the park and we do clean up after them. We pay property taxes and other
utility bills-on our home and yet it seems as if some of the plan is catering more to people visiting on
vacation. Thatbrings up another point as we have had numerous friends and family pop in for a last
minute visit and were the time entry and reservation plan in place, they would not have been able to
enjoy Acadia.
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One of the things we have noticed over the years when in the park is a high percentage of cars in the
park do not buy a pass for the park for the day, week or however long they are there. Unfortunately if
someone chooses to not do the Park Loop Road or stop at the visitor center, they can enjoy many areas
of the park for free. We have often thought that kiosks in outlying areas could allow people to buy a
day pass or a parking pass or even a gate by the visitor center that would require a parking pass before
entering that region of the park may provide additional funds for the park and ease the flow of traffic.

Another concern is the number of Maine residents throughout the state that choose to come to Acadia
for their vacation as it is affordable. Daily reservation costs and timed entry costs would add up and
may make the vacation unaffordable or at least not very relaxing. Most people I talk to on vacation like
the idea of waking up and deciding what to do once they see the weather. How far ahead would
reservation and entry requests have to be made and how long a time does it give a person in the park to
enjoy it and are there limits to the number of reservations someone can request in any given time
period. If some of this is in the plan, I apologize as it is lenghty to read and study and I may have
missed some of the dialect.

I wish I had some alternative solutions and believe me [ have tried to come up with them. There is no
criticism intended here, it is more a concern as to whether or not tax paying residents can continue to

enjoy Acadia and if those on vacation will feel welcomed or more exhausted by the cost and planning
ahead needed to enjoy the park. -
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[ offer the following comments on the Acadia National Park Draft Transportation Plan.

1. The central problem addressed by the Plan is that of traffic congestion, principally, and at different
times, on the Ocean Drive, on Cadillac Mountain, at Sieur de Mont, and at Jordan Pond House. The
Plan proposes various solutions to this problem, but they all share the same fatal flaw: each solution
would, in effect, curtail access to these areas and thereby limit the number of visitors permitted to enjoy
the Park. That approach is wrong-headed. The objective of any valid Transportation Plan should be to
reduce or limit traffic congestion while, at the same time, maintaining or increasing the number of
visitors that the Park can comfortably accommodate. That can be achieved only by increasing the
availability of parking, through adding additional parking spaces or lots or enlarging existing lots,
and/or substantially improving :

the availability of public transport both along the loop Road and throughout the Park generally. The
current Plan should be withdrawn; the Park should devise a new Plan that deals forthrightly with the
Park's long-term need to accommodate ever-increasing numbers of visitors.

2 The Plan identifies four alternatives. The first, Alternative A, proposes a continuation of the status
quo. That alternative has the virtue of familiarity; it does not solve the problem of congestion, but it
does preserve the Park as a natural haven that can be enjoyed by visitors and residents in a casual and
spontaneous manner, without undue physical or legal constraints or bureaucratic interference. This
comfortable status quo should not be changed or displaced unless and until a clearly superior alternative
is identified. None of the Plan's three remaining alternatives is sufficiently fully described to allow a
fair and thoughtful analysis and comparison with the status quo; they are, as yet, too vague, incomplete,
and unfinished to warrant rejection of Alternative A. Matters relating to the practical administration of
Alternatives B, C, and D must be spelled out in considerable detail before those alternatives can be
properly evaluated; only then will it be possible to identify and select a new Park transportation and
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usage scheme that warrants departure from the status quo.

3. The problem of congestion that Alternatives B, C, and D apparently are intended to address is purely
seasonal, being most troublesome between roughly the beginning of July and the end of the Labor Day
weekend. Yet those alternative proposals are not restricted just to the busy summer vacation season;
they would apply from at least mid-May until mid-October and might be extended even further into the
off-season. There is no justification whatsoever for imposing burdensome reservation requirements
during the off-season and little basis for imposing such requirements in what may be described as the
shoulder seasons of late spring and early autumn. :

4. The proposed reservation systems are highly problematic and raise many questions. How would the
reservation systems be administered? Would an application fee be imposed? Would limits be placed on
the number of applications an individual or family can file? How long in advance could applications be
filed and would reservations be granted? What fees would be

imposed for reservations? Who would grant the reservations, and what criteria would govern the grant
process? In the cases of Alternatives Band C, which envision five separate reservation areas throughout
the Park, how would a vacationing family's legitimate interest in visiting each of these various areas
over one or just a few days be met? As to Alternative B, for what blocks of time would reservations be
granted, and would those blocks of time take into account the varied interests in hiking, cycling,
sightseeing, swimming, dining, and so forth? As to both Alternatives B and C, why would reservations
be required for each of the five areas at all times, even though the problem of congestion is far more
intense at some areas and at some times than at others? Alternative Dis even more draconian, for it
would, in effect, place an absolute limit on the number of persons privileged to enjoy the Loop Road on
any given day; this raises many questions: as examples, how would that overall limit be determined?
would reservations be granted sufficiently in advance to permit families to plan their vacations? would
local residents be permitted some flexibility in making spontaneous trips along the Loop Road with
visiting

friends or family? All of these questions must be carefully considered and thoughtfully answered before
any reservation system is adopted that radically changes the status quo.

5. Right-lane parking is a particular problem along the Ocean Drive corridor, where it poses a risk to
bicyclists and pedestrians. But right-lane parking should not be prohibited unless and until alternative
parking arrangements are made available through the selective widening of portions of the Loop Road,
the enlargement of existing parking lots, or the construction of new lots. On this point, Alternative C
appears preferable to either Alternative 8 or D.

6. The obvious result of adopting any of the proposed reservation systems and any of the plans for
eliminating right-lane parking would be to restrict the public's ability to access the Park using private
vehicles. Yet the various alternative proposals say nothing, beyond vague generalities, about increasing
the availability of public transport throughout the Park. The current bus service, which is generously
provided by private funds but is not fully operational in the shoulder seasons, is inadequate to meet
current needs and would be completely overwhelmed by an influx of vacationers denied the privilege of
using their own private vehicles. If the Park intends to reduce the number of persons who can visit
using private cars, it has a duty to the public to provide alternative transportation. No proposed
alternative that shirks that duty deserves serious consideration. The enhancement of public
transportation needs to be a critical element of any new Park transportation plan.

7. The rationale for the proposed changes at Eagle Lake is not explained. Additional parking spaces, if
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that is what Alternatives C and D propose, would benefit visitors; but the removal or relocation of
restroom facilities that now conveniently service the carriage roads would obviously be counter-
productive and would not address the problem of congestion.

8. The proposal for a new and enlarged Visitors Center, as in Alternatives B and C, has little direct
relevance to the problem of congestion that presumably is the principal focus of the Transportation
Plan. The existing Visitors Center adequately serves the needs of the visiting public. The funds that
would be needed to replace the existing facility with a new and larger

center would be better spent in providing additional parking throughout the Park and in providing
expanded and improved public transportation. Moreover, since the existing Visitors Center does serve
the needs and interests of visiting vacationers, it would be a serious mistake, and counterproductive, to
demolish it, as Alternative D proposes.

9. In summary, Alternatives B, C, and D should be rejected. Those alternatives have the apparent and
improper purpose of reducing the number of visitors who can enjoy the Park; they do this by imposing
legal and bureaucratic obstacles to the use of private vehicles, without ensuring the availability of
suitable public transport as an alternative means of travel throughout the Park. The current status quo
should be maintained until the Park proposes a better, fairer, and less bureaucratically complex solution
to the problem of congestion.

. 10. The_Park has two major groups of constituents, with different needs and interests. There are

vacation visitors who come from hundreds of miles away to visit the Park, sometimes as a once-in-a-
lifetime experience. And there are local Maine residents, many of whom are members of Friends of
Acadia and loyal supporters of the Park, who enjoy making spontaneous casual visits to the Park as
weather, family, and job pressures permit, Alternatives B, C, and 0 harm both of these groups. Those
alternatives would seriously complicate distant visitors' efforts to arrange family vacations, confronting
them with uncertainty concerning the availability of reservations and then locking them into arbitrary
reservation schedules. Those alternatives also would seriously interfere with the ability of local ~ *
residents to make spontaneous casual visits to

the Park; even at times when, by observation and experience, they know that there is little risk of

-corigestion and obstruction. The Park must consider the needs and interests of these very different "

groups of visitors and devise a plan that permits both groups to continue to enjoy, to the maximum
extent possible, the many and varied features that make the Park a wonderful place to visit.
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I am in support of Plan B.
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We enjoyed your well prepared presentation.

In general: having to deal with a reservation system will decrease my usage and ability to visit my
"neighborhood park." However, Acadia is a "National Park" and belongs to all!

From our view and usage the choke points (Cadillac, Jordan Pond, Ocean Drive and Sand Beach)
should be handled now. Address these current headaches fore you and frustration for the visitor!

There is need for a long term plan that might include an off-island visitor center with 1st class bus

transportation linked to the existing system.

Should the state tourism interest want a hotel/motel and downeast museum and visitor center close or in

conjunction with an Acadia transportation hub/center?
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Submitted by G of Bass Harbor, Maine
Email addresses@@ 2t S
Cc: Friends of Acadia

BACKGROUND: Thef

amily has lived on Mount Desert Island, primarily in Hall Quarry, since
about 190 & D oreat-grandfather, was a granite contractor and quarry owner. His
five sons worked in the quarries, ran a store, and sold fish to the large estates. His two daughters were
school teachers and one ran the public library in Somesville for decades § . has been coming to
Mount Desert Island and Acadia since she was a teenager. After we ,

met, we started visiting the island annually and we have brought our children to explore Acadia every
year, We built our home in Bass Harbor in 2005.

GENERAL COMMENTS
The proposed actions will ruin the Acadia National Park experience. Instead of freedom to do what they
wish to do in Acadia whenever they wish to do it, visitors will experience frustration and anger.

Rather than improve accessibility the proposed actions will limit accessibility.

The essence of the perceived problem is one of economics - simple supply and demand. Inevitably,
whenever government tries to manipulate a market, new and worse problems are created even though
the market would have taken care of any supply and demand disparities on its own without any
intervention by authorities. :

The best features of Acadia are the large variety of activities available to enjoy and the ability to enjoy
them spontaneously. Visitors have the freedom to enjoy the park where, when, and how they want to at
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any hour on any day. All of the NPS proposed actions destroy this spontaneity and the power of choice.

If the perceived problems were affecting visitors' experience in Acadia, then the park wouldn't be
seeing a steady increase in the number of visitors each year. With the plethora of information available
to prospective visitors, including online public reviews, they would learn about any real traffic and
parking and access problems and avoid Acadia. Clearly, that is not happening.

The Park Service ignores the fact that visitors are of all ages, health, wealth, abilities, and interests.
Visitors make their daily decisions about how to enjoy Acadia's resources according to their individual
needs and interests. By operation of those individual choices, usage of Acadia's resources is spread
widely throughout the park every day. '

The Park Service ignores that fact that it cannot control the weather! Yet the weather is the primary
factor that determines what visitors decide to do in the park at any given time. The Park Service
assumes that every day between May and the end of October will be bright and sunny and fine for a
visit to the Cadillac summit or for a hike around Jordan Pond, and therefore every day must be
regulated.

There are spots in the park that are more crowded than others, to be sure. But there are also many
wonderful parts of Acadia that are usually quiet. The proposed actions will force people into those quiet
spots and the crowding will spread. The government cannot change human nature. As the Park Service
restricts access to certain areas of Acadia, traffic and congestion will inevitably move to other areas of
the park, creexing new problems in those spaces.

RESERVATION SYSTEM
The National Park Service ignores several factors that render most, if not all the options, wasteful,
counterproductive, discriminatory, and unfair. ~

Any reservationsystem will be the ruin of Acadia by turning the park into Disney World. Anyone
who's been to Disney World knows the necessity working long hours on the computer of booking
restaurants and getting "fast passes" to the theme park's attractions. An entire industry of Disney
consultants has grown up to help people deal with the overwhelming prospect of dealing with it all! The
NPS's proposed actions will change Acadia from a wonderful, spontaneous place where

visitors can plan a great vacation by simply booking an accommodation and deciding what to do after
they arrive into "Disney World North" where it will be a necessity to sit at a computer and plan in detail
months in advance what they want to do, then pay for the reservation and pray the weather cooperates.

Nearly all activity choices on Mount Desert Island and in Acadia are weather-driven. If it's a day MDI
is fog-bound, no one will be making the drive up Cadillac. If it's raining no one will be walking around
Jordan Pond. However, if that's when a visitor had a paid reservation to park at the Cadillac summit or
park at Jordan Pond, then what? They will either have to give up on enjoying that aspect of Acadia or
they will have to compete with current and future visitors for time slots on the other days of their
vacation. They will have to be tethered to a computer system instead of enjoying their stay.

Far from increasing access, the proposed reservation system will limit access. Now, usage is free to
anyone and everyone on a first-come, first-served basis and there are absolutely no limits on the
flexibility enjoyed by people and Acadia can fully accommodate all visitors who make their decisions
about where to go and what to do based solely on their abilities and interests and the prevailing
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weather. Any limit on freedoms is a restriction on access and to say otherwise is a
blatant untruth.

Today, visitors to Acadia have to do only one thing in advance of their visit - reserve accommodations.
The National Park Service's proposed actions will tether visitors to computer systems as they try to
make and change reservations to visit the most popular areas of the park. The Park Service assumes 1)
that there will be high demand all day, every day from June through October, and 2) that everyone with
a reservation will actually show up. If all reservations are taken for a given time of a certain afternoon,
but only 24% of the cars with reservations actually show up, then the Park Service will be limiting
access to an Acadia feature despite the fact that there is no actual overcrowding problem!

The Park Service proposes that once a vehicle has passed onto the Park Loop Road, or onto the Cadillac
summit road, or into a lot at Jordan Pond, etc. thete is no limit to how long the visitor can stay at those
locations. That is a good thing because limiting time to enjoy those sites will utterly destroy whatever
enjoyment level Acadia still offers after the Park Service is finished wrecking it. Forcing visitors to buy
reservations will ensure that they stay in each location as long as possible because they won't be able to
get back again, Therefore, a visitor who paid for a park pass and also spent time and money getting a
reservation may nevertheless still encounter a lack of parking, especially if the Park Service eliminates
right lane parking along the Park Loop Road! There will be frustration and rage when that inevitably

. happens. Furthermore, right lane parking will happen anyway as drivers queue up in the right lane
» waiting for parking lot spaces to open up! ‘ -

The proposed reservation system will have to be so complex and account for so many ever changing

- factors that it will 1) cost a fortune to design, 2) cost a fortune to implement, 3) require full-time IT

employees to run it and maintain it 24-7-365, and 4) inevitably malfunction and perhaps crash. The
costs and frustrations visitors will experience will likely cause the system to be scrapped eventually. All
these issues will be experienced even if everything goes smoothly, on time, and works perfectly. But it
is well-known that the government has demonstrated time and again that it is incapable of designing
and maintaining a smoothly running and efficient computer system, especially not one like the one
proposed for Acadia which will require hourly changes to account for actual visitor levels and weather.

Requiring reservations will make it impossible for photographers and painters to engage in their
hobbies and livelihoods because most often they are seeking a particular set of lighting, surf, and
weather conditions.

On fine weather days, may people enjoy sitting on the cliffs for a few hours reading and simply
watching the birds and lobster boats. Such pleasures will be eliminated because people who want to
spend a morning or afternoon that way won't be able to do so unless the get a reservation first.

Requiring reservations will ruin the spontaneous nature of Acadia and will, in fact, deprive visitors of
the full enjoyment of the park. As of now, if it's a foggy day on Mt. Desert Island, people will not flock
to Cadillac Mountain. However, if it's the day you had reserved, then you're out of luck. No Cadillac
Mountain for you this year! Your only alternative will be to get

up at the crack of dawn the next day and sit in front of the computer repeatedly clicking to see if your
family can get another time slot. How enjoyable will that make the family's Acadia experience?

RIGHT LANE PARKING
[t does not make sense to propose eliminating existing parking when the primary perceived problem
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that needs to be solved is inadequate parking!

Parking in the right lane has been permitted for many, many years and has worked well. Any stoppage
due to a driver parallel parking in to an empty spot is minimal and is something drivers see everywhere
in the country. What is the actual number of accidents and injuries caused by parking in the right lane?

The Park Service eliminated the roadside parking near Jordan Pond and now the Park Service claims
there is a parking problem.

JORDAN POND, ECHO LAKE/ACADIA MOUNT AIL TRAILHEAD

The crowding at Jordan Pond and Echo Lake/Acadia Mountain Trailhead arises from the fact many
different activities take place in both places - dining, shopping, biking, and hiking at Jordan Pond, and
hiking and swimming at Echo Lake/Acadia Mountain Trailhead.

Each of those activities takes a very different amount of time to complete, and a few of them can take
most of a day.

The very first question a software designer is going to ask the Park Service when the work on a
reservations system begins is going to be, "What reservation intervals are going to be needed?" Unlike
in-a restaurant where there is one activity (dining) and the proprietor knows the average time diners
need, at Jordan Pond there are many activities going on separately and joined together. It is impossible
to determine how much time a visitor who needs to park at Jordan Pond

will be there.

Anyone who wishes to enjoy tea, lunch, or dinner at Jordan Pond is well-advised to call for a
reservation. The Park Service's proposed reservation system will mean that diners at Jordan Pond will
have to make three coinciding reservations - one to enter the Park Loop Road, one reservation to park at
Jordan Pond, and a third reservation to dine at Jordan Pond!

MAKING PARK LOOP ROAD ONE WAY ITS ENTIRE LENGTH
This proposal is counterproductive if the Park Service is truly concerned about traffic congestion and
'global warming'.

Currently, people wishing to get to Jordan Pond of to the Bubbles can reach those sites either from the
north or the south because the roadway there is two-way. Making the Park Loop Road one way its
entire length will force drivers to enter the Park Loop Road far from their destination and travel through
the Ocean Drive/Sand Beach/Thunder Hole corridor that the Park Service is says is too crowded
already. :

REVERSING PARK LOOP ROAD DIRECTION

The proposal to reverse the driving direction on the Park Loop Road from clockwise to
counterclockwise is just plain stupid. It's a perfect example of a bureaucratic pride in 'thinking outside
the box' regardless of how dumb the idea produced.

Every scenic view is designed to be seen by drivers going clockwise. To reverse the direction will be to
hide the scenic views.

Moreover, Bar Harbor is wrestling with its own traffic and parking problems. To reverse the Park Loop
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Road direction so that it dumps drivers into Bar Harbor will only exacerbate those issues.

PARK LOOP ROAD PARKING

The proposed actions assume that everyone entering the Park Loop Road wants a parking space, but
often people drive along the road simply to enjoy the scenery.

EXEMPT MOUNT DESERT ISLAND PROPERTY OWNERS FROM THE RESERVATION
SYSTEM }

Unlike every other national park, Acadia is set in the midst of towns and villages where people have
lived and worked long before Acadia National Park was created. Many people make Mount Desert
Island their home for all or for half the year.

Indeed, Acadia wouldn't exist if it weren't for property owners on Mount Desert Island donating their
land to create the park! The Park Service continues to accept donations of land to expand Acadia.

Homeowners on Mount Desert Island pay taxes that support the roads and facilities that are integral to
Acadia visitors' ability to get around and enjoy the park.

Homeowners and landowners donate to the various organizations and causes that are dedicated
to the maintenances and improvement of the park.

Homeowners make up the bulk of the volunteers who help maintain trails and other facilities in Acadia.

In recognition of these important historic and current contributions to Acadia made by homeowners on
Mount Desert Island, if a reservation system is established then Island homeowners and taxpayers
should be exempt. That can be easily accomplished by issuing special passes that permit travel and
parking throughout Acadia without reservations. Homeowners will still purchase park passes.

KEEP HULLS COVE VISITOR CENTER OPEN
Closing the Hulls Cove Visitors Center will be a great mistake.

Families do not arrive on Mount Desert Island solely during business hours. Closing Hulls Cove will
mean that families arriving at night, sometimes late, will have to drive back off the island to Trenton
the next day. '

MISCELLANEOUS

The Park Service complains about poor compliance with obtaining park passes. If there is a problem, it
is not with visitors' compliance, it is with the Park Service's poor enforcement. We have been coming to
Mount Desert Island and Acadia for decades and never once have we seen a Park Ranger checking for
passes!

CONCLUSIONS

In our opinion, the Park Service should elect Option A - No Action and a the same time build parking
and expand parking where it is needed, including again allowing parking along Jordan Pond
approaches.

The Park's founding fathers established it to preserve Acadia's beauty so all people could enjoy it as
they see fit. The Park Service's proposed actions will destroy that legacy.
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The Park Service's proposed actions are typical government overkill. Instead of allowing a perceived
problem to solve itself, the Park Service proposed actions involve high levels of expense and
regulation.

Instead of using a technology-powered sledge hammer to kill a moth, the Park Service should begin
with the least invasive and expensive methods and only move to more expensive and invasive steps if
the initial attempts do not solve the problem.

For example, instead of creating an expensive reservation system (that will not work for years as design
flaws and bugs are worked out), why not simply use a "one-out-one-in" approach at Cadillac once
parking capacity is reached? A volunteer or minimum wage employee can be posted at the entrance and
when a car leaves Cadillac a car can be allowed up. That's easy and efficient and the cost will be very
low or nothing. In fact, the Park Service already does this when the summit parking is full.

Do not spend enormous amounts of money on a computer reservation system that will not work well
and will inevitably require years of expense and manpower to continuously re-design, tweek and
maintain before it is ultimately scrapped. Instead, use common sense, low-tech measures first that will
have lasting value, such as new and expanded parking facilities.

The proposed actions will cause far more problems than they ever will solve. Every time government
attempts to restrict market forces it inevitably creates more and worse problems. Any of the options will
ruin the essential spirit of Acadia and the visitor's experience. -

With all of Acadia open to visitors on a first-come, first-served basis, [ always look forward to having
friends and family visit. Reading these proposals, however, has turned happy anticipation into dread.
Instead of having happy, relaxed friends and family arrive and THEN decide freely what they want to
do and where and when to do it, if these proposals are adopted, then everything will depend upon the .
result of hours of advance coordinating and time on line trying to get reservations, perhaps in vain.

When a visitor buys a pass to Acadia they expect to be able to enjoy Acadia as they see fit. It is going
to be a rude awakening to discover that the pass itself does not allow them to enjoy the park as they see
fit and they have to spend more time and money to get to the most popular sites according to a
regimented schedule.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482
Page 190 of 639



PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 151

Author Information

Keep Private: No

Name:

Organization:

Organization Type: [-Unaffiliated Individual

Address: e
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
USA

E-mail: ;

Correspondence Information

Status:Reviewed Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Jun 17,2018 Date Received: Jun 17, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: No

Notes:

Correspondence Text

] am concerned that the transportation plan as written does not take enough steps to mitigate the impact
of the increase in visitors. In my opinion, this transportation plan is an opportunity to be forward-
thinking and visionary in the park management. The current plan does not look far enough into the
future.

Some points against the transportation plan:

- The proposed reservation system will cap car presence in key locations, such as the top of Cadillac,
Jordan Pond, and Sand Beach. However, when asked what the cap might be for the Sand Beach
location, John Kelly stated that they were proposing 3,000 cars. On the busiest days, 3,500 cars come
through the fee booth. In my opinion, this is not a significant enough difference to impact visitor
experience - there will still be significant car traffic, noise, and congestion.

- At an info session at the Jesup Library, John Kelly stated that the park would not require reservations
from taxis and cars for hire. Since most taxi services accommodate the same number of passengers and
a regular family car, this means that the number of cars would not necessarily be reduced in key
locations. This means that visitor experience would not be improved if visitors chose to take taxis into
the park.

- Park staff was not able to describe the visual impact of the booths and requisite parking that would be
required for the reservation areas. Some areas, such as Cadillac mountain, could be significantly altered
by added infrastructure. [ personally feel saddened that more land inside the park will be developed.

- Removing parking aiong roadsides and 233 will possibly improve safety, but those people are not
going to pack up and go home. This move is going to put pressure on other areas of the park that are
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already suffering from crowded parking lots and public spaces.

- As a local person, I use the park almost every day. I am dismayed that the transportation plan does not
seem to make any allowance for local people. I will be very inconvenienced by a reservation system.

- The reservation system goes against the mission and ethos of the NPS. Our taxes pay for the park
system and we should be able to access it without extra costs.

- The reservation system will require the park to shift to a punitive attitude towards visitors. More
personnel will need to be hired to enforce the restrictions on parking and use. Visitors will be confused
and upset when they cannot just drive into their favorite locations. I think that this will change the
feeling of visiting the park, making more people feel angry and willing to break rules. There will be
more confrontations between visitors and park staff.

- I cannot fathom why expanding the free bus system is not a part of the plan. I understand that it is
hard to find drivers because of housing issues on the island. With the NPS vast resources, this should be
a solvable problem. My brother works for a cruise company in Alaska, and they hire bus drivers from
all over the country, attracting them with competitive wages and housing. Can't the NPS do the same?

What the park COULD be:
- An expanded bus system and limited or no cars on the Loop Road.

- OR incentivize public transportation to improve visitor experience. Why not give deep discounts to
those who take the bus, ride bikes, or walk? :

- Close Cadillac Mountain to cars. It should only be open to bus traffic, and it is crazy that the Explorer
does not go there! While it is good for local tour companies, it would be better for visitors if they could
take a free bus!

- An improved visitor experience. With fewer cars, visitor experience improves. People enjoy nature
and quiet, instead of traffic jams and horns.

In conclusion, as a national park, I feel that Acadia has an obligation to show the way forward to
responsible stewardship of the land. Allowing every family to drive their own car through the park is a
1950's mentality that needs to be shifted.

I feel that the park has an obligation to come up with more green, local-friendly solutions to our
overcrowding problems. Thanks for taking the time to read my comments.
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[ agree that the visitor experience would benefit from some restrictions on parking. Of the alternatives
mentioned, C is the most palatable. However, I do think that the experience of those of us who live on
MDI because we love Acadia must also be considered. Many of us volunteer at the park and support
local organizations which work with the park, such as Friends of Acadia and the Maine Coast Heritage
Trust.

I have several comments on Alternative C.

The Draft Plan states that no one will be denied access to the park, because the Island Explorer is
available. For many of us who do not live close to Route 3 or Route 102, this is not the case if you live
on In addition, the buses are often full. Driving to Hulls Cove to park only to take a bus from the
Visitor Center is uneconomical, time consuming and polluting. I think it would make sense to have a
parking lot with transportation on the Island Explorer to the Park Loop Road available on the west side
of the island, to accommodate both visitors who are staying on the Quiet Side as well as those who live
here. While there would be a cost involved, there would be fewer issues about disturbing the beauty and
history of the park with a parking lot on the west side, since it is already disturbed. Visitors and
residents will be much more likely to use the bus if it is convenient.

Cadillac Mountain is the major problem. While the Jordan Pond and Ocean Drive area are also very
busy, there are many hiking trails which start from this area. Would it be possible to have some lots
open at these locations which would be first come, first served? I'm not sure if the park reaps major
benefits from the gift shops at Cadillac and Jordan Pond, but if not, removing these and relocating them
to the Visitor Center might shorten visits to these areas.

RV's and vehicles which do not fit into a normal parking space should be not be allowed to park. Most
camping areas are on the Island Explorer routes.
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The assumptions used in C are that reservations would be required from mid-May through mid-
October. At this time, there is not a lot of traffic in May and June. While the plan may be anticipating
more traffic if visitation can be shifted from July and August to these earlier months, such a shift will
likely be limited by the school calendar. I would suggest that reservations be required from July 1
rather than mid-May (with the possible exception of Memorial Day weekend). If traffic becomes too
burdensome, the starting date for reservations could be moved forward. I agree that September and
October have become more popular, but question if reservations are necessary at all three locations.
Perhaps requiring reservations for Cadillac through mid-October would be a good solution, with the
requirement for reservations for Ocean Drive and Jordan Pond ending in early to mid-September.

I think tourists visiting Acadia for a week may really wanted to maximize their flexibility while here.
That could be easily done by making a reservation for each of the three sites for each day of their visit.
I expect that the cost of a vacation for a family may cost several thousand dollars for lodging, airfare,
meals, car rental and so forth. The cost of making 21 reservations at $5 each would be $105 and at $10
each would be only $210, rather small in comparison with the total cost of the vacation. If many
visitors take this approach (which I think they will), a potential visitor may find that virtually no
reservations will be available, even if they try to book early in the season. The statement that unused
reservations will open up space is not really helpful for those who want to ensure they can see certain
areas. A solution to this would be to limit the amount of reservations which can be make for one license
plate. Airlines have systems which can prevent multiple bookings, so the technology should be .
available. This is not to suggest that a visitor can make only one reservation for each area, but rather
that it be capped at a reasonable number, such as 2 reservations for each site per week.

Finally, volunteers are very important and cost effective for the park and volunteering should be
encouraged. I believe I read that volunteers contributed over 73,000 hours in 2017 with a calculated
value of almost $1.8 million, which is a huge benefit to Acadia. In order to keep volunteers, those that
need to park at a particular location need a place to park. In addition, the park might consider giving
some perks to volunteers (for example, some amount of reservation free parking) in order to encourage
more volunteering.

Thank you all for your hard work in developing alternatives for these difficult issues and thank you for
taking the time to consider my input.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

Acadia is one of the most beautiful natural area | have ever seen in my
many years of spending part of the summer in Maine, As more people
learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife and visitors

are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has increased by
60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than ever before,
popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and Jordan Pond are
bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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Sincerely,
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Acadia NP is a nightmare. The traffic is the problem. Provide parking
lots and shuttle buses. The experience of the park is not worth the
trouble and anxiety of the traffic. Never thought I'd say that about a
National Park. Thanks.

Sincerely
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| first visited Acadia in 1968. It was a wonderful experience then, but
now [ would only want to visit in mid-winter when I hope traffic will
be minimal. Cars and nature do not belong together. Héavy traffic
adversely affects nature for a significant distance from roadways.

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.
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Sincerely,

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, [ respectfully submit my comments in support.of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

It's 1mportant to maintain the status of thls park as a place to
"get away" and enJoy nature.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring

the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot
and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on

addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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Sincerely,

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482
Page 201 of 639




PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 157

Author Information
Keep Private: No

Name: ﬂ
Organization:

Organization Type: I-Unaffiliated Individual
Address: : :

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:New Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Jun 19,2018 Date Received: Jun 19, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: Potential (Master)
Notes:

Correspondence Text

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

Acadia was the very first "National Park" [ camped in asa

teenager (1961!). It truly open the "world of wilderness" to

me and I continued my exploration of that world. Even now in my 70s [
continue to explore our natural wonders here in the USA.

Yet I also realize that onslaught of population growth suggests others
may not have the same experience I enjoyed so many years ago. Clearly
the challenge is how to insure and assure others may have a similar
eye-opening" experience as I did so many years ago.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over just the past decade. With more cars in the park
than ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain,
and Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic. SUch a situation
benefits no one seeking the beauty and tranquility Acadia provides.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.
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Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access. Such a plan also allows for NPS to plan
appropriately to accommodate visitors, assuring their positive
experience of Acadia's beauty, not congestion.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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National parks have been an important part of our annual vacations.
Just last summer, we visited three parks in Arizona. As one of the 1.3
million supporters of National Parks Conservation Association, I
respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia National Park
Transportation Plan. '

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
‘increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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Sincerely,

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482
Page 205 of 639




PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 159

Author Information
Keep Private: No

Name: e i

Organization:

Organization Type: I-Unaffiliated Individual
Address: g
Canton, CT 06019
USA
E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:New Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Jun 19,2018 Date Received: Jun 19, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: Potential (Master)
Notes:

Correspondence Text

Hello, I have been to Acadia and deeply appreciated its beauty.

I can certainly understand how everyone wants to see it too, but it

seems like the parking reservation system would really help manage what
is becoming a huge traffic jam - exactly the opposite of what Acadia

was intended to be. Please implement this new parking reservation
system to save the core goal of the park - to be a place to enjoy

nature (not cars). Thank you.

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
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reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan. I've been going to Acadia and
camping at Blackwoods for about 25 years and I cherish my time there.
The shuttle buses, sponsored by LL Bean, seem to be very helpful in
reducing some of the traffic congestion in the park and it would be
wonderful if more people would use them regularly.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
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addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
Its working in Yosemite!
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Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, [ respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
Na‘uonal Park Transpoxtatlon Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring

the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot
and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park. I have

visited many of our national parks and Acadia is one of my very
favorites. We always use the bus system that serves the park because of
the parking situation but I do believe this parking reservation system
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would help ease the congestion.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

I was in Acadia three years ago, and the traffic was terrible. It would
be nice if you could do something about it before I return.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on

addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, 1 support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

I also support increasing fees to visitors using all park facilities.

The wear and tear on these resources should be subsidized in order to
maintain their environments.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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So much of our wilderness has already been ruined by development,
drilling, pollution, and logging.-

Enough is enough! ‘ '

The wilderness is supposed to be a place of peace and qulet for us, and
the wildlife which live in it!

The animals are running out of places to live and be safe. Our w1ld11fe
are under threat from so many angles. They desperately need to be
protected, mainly from humans. ‘

Life is hard enough for people, let alone the animals.

Can't we please offer them some much needed help?!

PLEASE save the ACADIA NATIONAL PARK for all future generations before
it is permanently ruined. Some damage cannot be undone!

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
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the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot
and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
How about a shuttle bus system?
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Sincerely,
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As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred. parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access. ‘

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerel
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan. o '

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife

and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and-: " - -
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic. ‘

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking

reservations are an important tool .

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Consetvation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has -
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than '
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountam and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

This year will be my 3rd attempt to visit Acadia. I go to the national

parks for a relaxing peaceful experience . Please help us get away
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from traffic, too often a part of American life.

Sincerel
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access. The reservation could also be for bus tours

to certain popular sites. The buses would be natural gas not petrol

thus reducing the ecological footprint cars put on the park.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supportels of National Parks Conservation
Association, [ respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadla
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, [ support the National Park Service's preferred parking rese
rvation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. I know from
personal experience that parking

reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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Sincerely,
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Acadia National Park's landscape, wildlife and visitors are

increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has increased by 60%
over the past decade. With more cars in the park than ever before,
popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and Jordan Pond are
bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
" vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring

the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

I support the National Park Service's preferred parking reservation
system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking reservations
are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while providing public
access. Thank you.

Sincerely
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

However, I do NOT support the NPS plan for a reservation system for
Loop Road, Cadillac Mountain, and Jordan Pond House. It will ruin the
"spontaneity" of visits for those of us who live on the

island and love to grab our lunch or picnic dinner and head off to the
rocks, for example. Or to catch sunset on Cadillac...when it's going to
be a good sunset....which isn't every day! A reservation system will
bog everything and everyone down...and it's another money maker
probably for a third party who will operate the reservation system.

Let's get cars off the island and go back to an idea that was already
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floated: have a parking area in Trenton and the LL Bean buses shuttling
people onto the island to wherever they want to go. We can have some
kind of system that allows summer residents and full time residents
access to the island...a sticker or tag will do. Perhaps the staging

area can be somewhere on MDI and the buses would restrict people who
want to visit certain places by requiring that they grab a bus to get -
there...I don't know particulars...but let's not get into reservation
systems! '

Thank you for considering my views .

Iy

Sincere
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% oyer the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are battlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park. It's the
right thing to do!
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Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, [ respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan. ¢

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and -
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring

the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot
and bike.

- --All that nature/wildlife, peace, and abundance of trees and they
are being hurt by the traffic. It is the they who need protecting and
wildlife must be stressed by it all (I would be if they were in my
home). I don't know what the solution is but miles of traffic is not
it.-

Therefore, 1 support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.
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Thank you for considering my views and for taking' the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia National
Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia National Park, the park's
landscape, wildlife and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle *
congestion, which has increased by 60% over the past decade. With more -
cars in the park than ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole,
Cadillac Mountain, and Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle
traffic. :

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincere

|
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Dear Kevin Schneider,

I love Acadia, and want it to be a pleasant place to visit, generations
from now! ’

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit-my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan;

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.
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Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by-60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike. We all love to be able to go where we want, when we want and
howwe want but that is resulting in a mess for everyone.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As a registered (in Calif.) professional environmental engineer and one
of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As two of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, we respectfully submit our comments in support of the
Acadia National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike,

Therefore, we support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering our views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park!

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park. I've been to
so many National Parks thru-out the United Stated , and have always
been amazed , but Now we have a Jackass in the Whitehouse , and [ fear
for the Park system under Chump !
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" As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation

Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience, and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, [ respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife,
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring

the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot
and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access. This is a no-brainer solution!

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead in
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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Ongoing traffic jams in national parks are unacceptable. As one of the .

1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation Association, I am
submitting my comments in support of the Acadia National Park ",
Transportation Plan as described below.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has -
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than.
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan. Acadia is our favorite NP as we've
visited 8 times. We appreciate all efforts to improve the enjoyment of

all visitors.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in suppon“[ of the Acadla
National Park Transportation Plan. :

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

[ would be more than glad to do my part when [ visit. I would be more
willing to visit with parking reservations in place.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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Thank you for supporting this request.

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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[ wish to submit my comments in support of the Acadia National Park
Transportation Plan.

Our national parks, including wildlife and visitors, are increasingly
impacted by vehicle congestion which has increased by 60% over the past
decade. With more cars in the park than ever before, popular sites like
Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by.
vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion, Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

|
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan. :

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than

“eVer before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and

Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring

the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot
and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Using some sort of shuttle system can also be effective to help cut
down on traffic. Especially for busier areas of the park Please do
all you can to reduce the impacts of all these vehicles.. it does take
away from the beauty of the park.
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Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482
Page 260 of 639



PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 191

Author Information
Keep Private: No

Name:

Organization:
Organization Type: I-Unaffiliated Individual
Address: ‘ -

"Asheville, NC 28804
USA -

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:New Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Jun 19,2018 Date Received: Jun 19, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: Potential (Master)
Notes:

Correspondence Text

I have enjoyed National Parks for my entire 61 years and although it's
great that more and more people enjoy the parks it's really important
that they have a good experience, especially the kids. Given the

_issues in Acadia something needs to change.

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.
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Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely, -
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, [ respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

I'm happy to know that people love our national parks, but don't let
visitors love the parks to death. As more people learn to cherish

Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife, and visitors are increasingly
impacted by vehicle congestion which has increased by 60% over the past
decade. With more cars in the park than ever before, popular sites like
Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by
vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience, and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike. This is no way to enjoy and benefit from one of our national
wonders. ‘

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking

reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parkin
Y g p g g g

reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considéring my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
-the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I strongly support the National Park Service's preferred
parking reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion,
as well as the many other units in the NP System, such as here as GINS,
in the Florida Panhandle. Parking reservations are an important tool to
protect park ecosystems while providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than -
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while

. providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

[ was fortunate to visit the Park with family at an off time of the
season. What should be implemented is public transportation to take
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people through and out of the Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to mange vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadxa
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehlcle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion.

Parking reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems
while providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan. :

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

I love visiting Acadia and have done so several times. I'm glad many
visitors are going there! But we do need to manage traffic better. Cars
cause pollution and stress and can be dangerous to people and wildlife
alike.

Therefore, [ support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National PYrks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than

ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic....

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring

the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot
and bike. '

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

|
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As a visitor of Acadian National Park in the recent past, and as one of
the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation Association,
I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia National
Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestlon which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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. As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation

Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than

" ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and

Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

] suggest that you set up a shuttle bus system. That has been
successfully used at many national parks.

The National Park Service's preferred parking reservation system would
be a second choice. But a bus system would be a lot better. We need
to protect park ecosystems while providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482

Page 275 of 639



Sincerely,

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482
Page 276 of 639



PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocuméntID: 87579
Correspondence: 201

Author Information
Keep Private: No

Name:

Organization:
Organization Type: I-Unaffiliated Individual
Address: L

Palm Harbor, FL 34683
USA

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:New Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Jun 19,2018 Date Received: Jun 19, 2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: Potential (Master)
Notes:

Correspondehce Text

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Alternatively, creating or using off-site parking as is done in Zion NP
is another alternative. Using shuttle buses to move folks around will
reduce vehicle and congestion within the park. The parking reservation
system does not appear to reduce traffic or the need for parking
spaces.
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Sincerel

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead in
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in suppont of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan. ‘.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and-
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

] am fortunate enough to not have to plan my vacations for summer only
and the numerous complains of traffic in this park made me schedule my
2016 vacation to Acadia in October for the primary reason of avoid
crowds and traffic jams and yet even in October my family and I circled
the parking area of Jordan Pond multiple times before a spot opened up.
The park infrastructure is just not capable of handing the number of
visitors and it leads to unwelcome consequences.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
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reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access. :

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerel
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We leave our urban homes, in part to get away from traffic and stress:
Transportation Planning is an important part of the National Park
Service: ’

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
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addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, [ respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan as well as the entire National Parks
system.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring

the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot
and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

In addition, I am in favor, though I take no pleasure in this, that the
entrance fees be raised significantly. This will slow population as
well as lower destruction of natural treasures such as petroglyphs,
flora and fauna. '
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Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

I As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape,

wildlife and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion
which has increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the
park than ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac
Mountain, and Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

|

Sincere
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Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, [ respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn about and visit Acadia, the quality of their
experience AND the park's ecosystem are increasingly impacted by

. vehicle congestion which has increased by 60% over the past decade.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park.

Therefore, 1 support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I also don't want to see our wonderful Parks loved to
death. So, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan. ’ : ' ”

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic. '

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike. ‘

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

IT SEEMS TO ME THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT THING TO BE CONSIDERING; PARKS
MUST REMAIN PARKS, NOT JUST ANOTHER PLACE FOR PEOPLE TO DEGRADE.
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Sincerely,
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Below are my comments in support of the Acadia National Park
Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park is impacted by vehicle
congestion which has increased by 60% over the past decade. With more
cars in the park than ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole,
Cadillac Mountain, and Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle

traffic. :

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

in light of the above, [ support the National Park Service's preferred
parking reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion.
Parking reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems
while providing public access.

Thank 90u for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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" Please reduce the negative traffic impact in our National Parks. As one
of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic. '

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482
Page 292 of 639



Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482
Page 293 of 639




PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 211
Author Information

Keep Private: No

Name:

Organization:

Organization Type: [-Unaffiliated Individual

Address:
Des Moines, 11, 50317
USA

E-mail: :

Correspondence Information

Status:New Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent: Jun 19, 2018 Date Received: Jun 19,2018
Number of Signatures: 1 Form Letter: Potential (Master)
Notes:

Correspondence Text

[ concur with the following from the National Parks Conservation
Association and encourage you to adopt the NPS preferred parking
reservation system. Thank you.

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
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Sincerely,

addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

How about limiting the number of visitors ( cars) that travel through
Arcadia a day. People could be required to obtain a visitor pass ,
limited to once a.year during heavy usage times. I know this sounds
over the top but could be effective. Something to think about ?
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" Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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People just don't want to visit Acadia anymore because of reports of
how congested it is. I actually discourage people who are visiting

New England from going there, based on past experience.

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia”
National Park Transportation Plan. :

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan. ;
As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestlon which has
increased by 60% over the past deeade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike. '

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access. '

I also support on/off bus/trolley systems similar to the Red Bus in
Glacier NP for visiting scenic sights in our national parks. It made .
our trip much more enjoyable, especially for the driver.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
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addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Accordingly, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my comments and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring

the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot
and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations.are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

We visited Acadia about ten years ago and traffic was not the concern
it is today. This needs to be addressed to ensure the visitor
experience stays a happy one.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
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Sincerely,

addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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[ respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia National
Park Transportation Plan. I'm in California, and know firsthand the
congestion problems faced in popular parks such as Yosemite and
Yellowstone. Now is a great time to head off similar crowding at
Acadia.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring

the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot
and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482
Page 305 of 639



Sincerely,

Correspondences - Transportation Plan - PEPC ID: 58482
Page 306 of 639



Sincerely,

PEPC Project ID: 58482, DocumentID: 87579
Correspondence: 218

Author Information
Keep Private:
Name:

_ Organization:

Organization Type: I-Unaffiliated Individual

Address:
Coraopolis, PA 15108
USA

E-mail:

Correspondence Information

Status:New Park Correspondence Log:
Date Sent; Jun 19, 2018 Date Received: Jun 19, 2018
Number of Signatures; 1 Form Letter: Potential (Master)
Notes:

Correspondence Text

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Rather than a preferred parking reservation system I would support some
sort of shuttle bus service in and out of these areas.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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Our National Parks are getting loved to death. The cars spew

pollution, destroy vegetation and scare off wildlife. Something needs

to be done! I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Some of our parks are getting loved to death! Traffic ruins the
experience for everyone!
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion-which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac:Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

[ visted the Park in 1969 and in 2013. Beautiful place. The roads and

parking need to be upgraded to handel the trific abd preseve the
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ecology and the beauty.

Sincerely,
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All of National Parks, Forests and Wilderness sites are our cultural
heritage - in the same way that Independence Hall National Park site
is. Anyone who has been to anyone of our national parks knows how
beloved they are. More and more people visit our parks every year:
Independence Hall to be steeped in our democratic history and
wilderness sites like Arcadia to experience the natural splendor. -

With more cars in Aradia Park than ever before, popular sites like
Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and Jordan Pond are bottle-necked by
vehicle traffic. Increasing vehicle congestion on the roadway is
degrading park resources, marring the visitor experience and causing
safety issues for visitors on foot and bike.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park.
Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while

providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, 1 support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

As frequent visitors to Acadia we have learned to travel on park roads
early morning or late afternoon. The park is loved to the detriment of
its ecosystems.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
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addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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What's wrong with you all for NOT FIXING THIS HUGE CONGESTION PROBLEM?
DEMAND BUSES..NOT CARSY!

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan. '

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

I fully support reservation systems for all kinds of permits. I have
also used shuttles provided at some parks and it is so nice to leave

the driving to someone else so I can enjoy the scenery.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
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addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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[ support the Acadia National Park Transportation Plan.

The park's landscape, wildlife, and visitors are increasingly impacted
by vehicle congestion which has increased by 60% over the past decade.
This congestion is degrading park resources, marring the visitor
experience, and causing safety issues for visitors on foot and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking -
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely
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As a frequent visitor to our national parks and a member of the
National Parks Conservation Association, I respectfully submit my
comments in support of the Acadia National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people visit Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife and

visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring

the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot
and bike.

For these reasons, I support the National Park Service's preferred
parking reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion.
Parking reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems
while providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

We visited Arches in April and it too desperately needs a traffic
management plan, likely incorporating a shuttle like Zion.

" As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife -

and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking

 reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while

providing public access.
Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on

addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, 1 respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

We love to visit Acadia, and believe it is a very special gem within

our national park system. We want to continue to be able to enjoy its
amazing beauty. As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's
landscape, wildlife and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle
congestion which has increased by 60% over the past decade. With more
cars in the park than ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole,
Cadillac Mountain, and Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle

traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, 1 respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan. One of the best vacations in my

life was at Acadia, and [ also cherish a memory of my mother and me
eating popovers on the lawn of the (since-burned) cabin.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are incréasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marting
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, 1 support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Parks are supposed to be fun, not irritating.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than,
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike. ”

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

This decision makes perfect sense. Please consider this as a serious
option.
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Many of our national parks are seeing rapidly-increasing numbers of
visitors. This results in degradation of resources and park
infrastructure, as well as a less enjoyable experience. I visited
Acadia last October and, by traveling early or late in the day, was
able to see much of what [ wanted to see. However, families find it -
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difficult to be out at these hours, and we need young people to love
the land as much as we do. Reservations may not be a perfect answer,
but it's time to try something different. ‘

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, 1 respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, 1 support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

There can also be a limit on how many visitors can visit per day. That
could be managed by a reservation/ticket venue.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.
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Sincerely,
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As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association and one who is fond of Acadia, [ respectfully submit my
comments in support of the Acadia National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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Hi, ,

We visit Arcadia 50 years ago as newlyweds and later with our children,
Now we would like to reprise our first visit. We have been hesitating
due to serous congestion and parking problems. This along has caused us
the pass on a visit these past few years. And to make matters worse

there is the cruise ship problem that can dump 1000s of people in the
park on a -given day.

As one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and
Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
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providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia National
Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than
ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and

- Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion, Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely
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I love Acadia National Park. As one of the 1.3 million supporters of
National Parks Conservation Association, I respectfully submit my
comments in support of the Acadia National Park Transportation Plan.

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wildlife
and visitors are increasingly impacted by vehicle congestion which has
increased by 60% over the past decade. With more cars in the park than -

- ever before, popular sites like Thunder Hole, Cadillac Mountain, and

Jordan Pond are bottlenecked by vehicle traffic.

Acadia needs a new way to manage vehicles within the park. Increasing
vehicle congestion on the roadway is degrading park resources, marring
the visitor experience and causing safety issues for visitors on foot

and bike.

Therefore, I support the National Park Service's preferred parking
reservation system to manage Acadia's parking lot congestion. Parking
reservations are an important tool to protect park ecosystems while
providing public access.

Thank you for considering my views and for taking the lead on
addressing traffic congestion at the Acadia National Park.

Sincerely,
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During a 1971 Eastern trip [ found the park crowded- -we went to a
private camp ground I see nothing has changed, except gotten worse. As
one of the 1.3 million supporters of National Parks Conservation
Association, I respectfully submit my comments in support of the Acadia
National Park Transportation Plan. '

As more people learn to cherish Acadia, the park's landscape, wi