
Wildland Fire Management Plan: 
Public Scoping Meeting

Welcome! Please sign in and help yourself to the 
handouts available. 

The meeting will begin with a short presentation on 
wildland fire management at the park followed by an 
“open house” where park staff will be available to 
discuss the fire management plan and answer your 
questions. 

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
Olympic National Park

Olympic Complex 2008. Over 30 
fires were ignited by lightning in 
August 2008. Several of the fires 
were suppressed due to close 
proximity to the park boundary and 
values at risk while others were 
monitored. Several of the fires 
reached an estimated at 5 acres 
before rain put them out. 



Purpose and Need: 

 The park’s purpose in taking action is to update the 
FMP in order to meet the most current NPS and 
federal wildland fire policies. 

 The need for taking 
action is to have a 
plan that provides 
park managers the 
most current direction 
and guidance to assist 
when making 
decisions related to 
wildland fire activities. 

Griff Fire, 2003





Federal Wildland Fire Policy - Guiding Principles and Policy Statements
The following guiding principles and policy statements are excerpted from the Review and Update of the 
1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy (January 2001). These remain the foundational principles for 
Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy (2009).

1. Firefighter and public safety is the first priority in every fire management activity.

2. The role of wildland fire as an essential ecological process and natural change agent will be incorporated 
into the planning process. Federal agency land and resource management plans set the objectives for the 
use and desired future condition of the various public lands.

3. Fire Management Plans, programs, and activities support land and resource management plans and their 
implementation.

4. Sound risk management is a foundation for all fire management activities. Risks and uncertainties relating 
to fire management activities must be understood, analyzed, communicated, and managed as they relate to 
the cost of either doing or not doing an activity. Net gains to the public benefit will be an important component 
of decisions.

5. Fire management programs and activities are economically viable, based upon values to be protected, 
costs, and land and resource management objectives. Federal agency administrators are adjusting and 
reorganizing programs to reduce costs and increase efficiencies. As part of this process, investments in fire 
management activities must be evaluated against other agency programs in order to effectively accomplish 
the overall mission, set short- and long-term priorities, and clarify management accountability.

6. Fire Management Plans and activities are based upon the best available science. Knowledge and 
experience are developed among all federal wildland fire management agencies. An active fire research 
program combined with interagency collaboration provides the means to make these tools available to all fire 
managers.

7. Fire Management Plans and activities incorporate public health and environmental quality considerations.

8. Federal, State, tribal, local, interagency, and international coordination and cooperation are essential. 
Increasing costs and smaller work forces require that public agencies pool their human resources to 
successfully deal with the ever-increasing and more complex fire management tasks. Full collaboration 
among federal wildland fire management agencies and between the federal wildland fire management 
agencies and international, State, tribal, and local governments and private entities result in a mobile fire 
management work force available for the full range of public needs.

9. Standardization of policies and procedures among federal wildland fire management agencies is an 
ongoing objective. Consistency of plans and operations provides the fundamental platform upon which 
federal wildland fire management agencies can cooperate, integrate fire activities across agency boundaries, 
and provide leadership for cooperation with State, tribal, and local fire management organizations.



Area Map with Large Fire History (1961-2017)

Red is 2003 to present; Orange=pre-2003
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Fire History showing cause and size class over 
precipitation gradient map. Note the significant rain 
shadow effect. 

Fire Occurrence Data, 1979 – 2016. (Including Olympic 
National Forest)
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Fire Behavior

In the Olympic Mountains, fire 
behavior can vary from 
smoldering/creeping fires to 
active crown fires. Fire behavior 
is dependent on a combination 
of fuels, topography, and 
weather. Critical fire weather 
patterns are the primary 
influence for active fire behavior. 
Fuel conditions also need to be 
dry enough to allow fire to burn 
and actively spread. Although 
recent wildfires have burned for 
weeks and even months, there 
are relatively few active fire 
growth days.  

Green Fire, 2008

Paradise  Fire, 2015

Constance Fire, 2009

Green Fire, 2008

Griff Fire, 2003

10 Mile Fire, 2009

Paradise Fire, 2015

Cox Valley Fire, 2016

Hopper Fire, 2010



Ecological Benefits Of Wildfires

o Forest ecosystems are dynamic and 
in continuous succession. 

o Natural Disturbances provide for 
patches and gaps on the landscape.

o Heterogeneous landscapes increase 
biological diversity and can enhance 
wildlife habitat. 

o Fires recycle nutrients and promote 
herbaceous and shrub growth.

o Fires maintain fire dependent 
species such as Douglas fir.

Low to moderate intensity fires leave a mosaic of burned and 
unburned and benefit Doug fir forests (10 Mile Fire, 2009)

This picture shows the Chimney fire (1981) in foreground, with the Buckinghorse fire (2009) in 
background. Note open meadows and shrub fields with conifer reproduction in the 30 year old 
burn area, This shows forest succession. (Photo taken 2010)

Mixed severity fire pattern with areas low, moderate , and high 
severity  areas provide various fire effects and create openings in 
forest canopies. Inset map is severity map showing Low (Green) to 
high (red) severity areas. (Griff Fire, 2003; photo taken 2004)



E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

Preliminary Alternatives



*Current step in the planning process.

NEPA and Where We Are in the Process?



How to Comment  
1. Submit comments electronically at: 

http://parkplanning.nps.gov/FMPscoping

2. Submit comments in-person at one of the public meetings.

3. Submit written comments by mail:

Superintendent Sarah Creachbaum

Olympic National Park – FMP Scoping

600 East Park Avenue

Port Angeles, WA 98362

Comments submitted by phone or email will not be 
accepted. Comments submitted by individuals or 
organizations on behalf of other individuals or organizations 
also will not be accepted.

You should be aware that your entire comment – including 
personal identifying information such as your address, 
phone number, and email address – may be made publicly 
available at any time. While you can ask us in your comment 
to withhold your personal identifying information from public 
review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. 


