Managing Wildland Fires in National Parks
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to thin vegetation in areas. This helps prevent Many animals like to forage along the

large, intense wildfires. Sometimes vegetation is edges of burned areas and find cover in

piled and burned when conditions are favorable. unburned areas. Standing dead trees
provide habitat for cavity-nesting birds.

Chainsaws or mechanical equipment may be used

You may see smoke during your visit to the park. Intermittent travel delays and trail closures may
be possible. Please slow down, turn your lights on, and watch for firefighters working along the
road. For your safety, please do not stop along the road in the vicinity of the fire.

Fire managers work with state and local agencies to montor smoke impacts. Smoke may settle
when air temperatures cool at night and in the early morning hours. Smoke usually lifts during
the day. Breathing smoke is not healthy for anyone, but some people are at greater risk,
including people with heart or lung disease, children, and the elderly. If it looks smoky, you may
want to limit or eliminate exercise or other outdoor activities.

www.nps.gov/fire




