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Dear Interested Party: 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Salmon Protection and 
Watershed Network (SPAWN) has prepared the Lagunitas Creek Floodplain and Riparian Restoration 
Project Environmental Assessment and Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (EA and ISIMND) 
in collaboration with the National Park Service (NPS) in order to evaluate the effects of the proposed 
actions on National Park Service lands within the Lagunitas Creek watershed. 

As landowner, NPS has approval responsibility for the project and is the lead agency for NEPA 
compliance. The project sponsor, SPAWN, has collaborated with the NPS to prepare this joint EA and 
ISIMND in conformance with NEPA and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The 
California State Coastal Conservancy (SCC) is the lead agency under CEQA. The SCC has provided 
funding for project planning and will provide, along with the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and the State Water Resources Control Board, funding for project implementation. 

The project consists of modifications to, and restoration of, the Lagunitas Creek floodplain to provide high 
value off-channel habitat for juvenile salmonids. In addition, modifications to and restoration of the 
floodplain can be expected to improve geomotphic function and channel form within the creek. The 
project is located on NPS lands within the north district of Golden Gate National Recreation Area but 
managed by Point Reyes National Seashore (PORE). 

The puipose of the project is to restore floodplain processes and enhance riparian ecosystem function 
and habitat for Coho Salmon (Onchorynchus kisutch). The overall project goals are to: 

• Enhance winter habitat for the rearing life stage of Coho Salmon 

• Enhance habitat for the spawning life stage of Coho Salmon 

• Protect and enhance habitat, to the extent feasible, for other non-salmonid species such as 
California freshwater shrimp (Syncaris pacifica), Northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis), 
California red-legged frog (Rana draytonii), Pacific lamprey (Entosphenus tridentatus) and 
Western pond turtle ( Clemmys marmorata) 

• Improve water quality conditions in Lagunitas Creek, implementing actions of the 
Lagunitas Creek sediment Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation Plan 





alcove, and high-flow channel and perennial channel features. In-channel habitat structures would be 
installed to improve and enhance existing and proposed channel features in the project reach. The 
project site would also be enhanced by removal of invasive and non-native plant species at all three 
sites. 

Proposed actions are expected to be implemented in the summer and fall of 2018. Construction of the 
proposed actions would occur in one phase (construction season) with actions at Sites 1, 2, and 3 
occurring in the first year with additional construction done in a second year if necessary. 

Ground-disturbing work would occur during the summer dry season, generally between June 15 and 
October 15. Site revegetation would occur in the fall. 

Project construction methods and site mitigations are identified in the EA and Appendices. Upon 
completion ofthis project, all staging areas and access routes would be returned to its former condition. 

If you have any questions, please contact John Dell'Osso, Chief of Interpretation and Education at 415-
464-5135, or John_A_Dell'Osso@nps.gov. We appreciate your participation in this process. 

Sincerely, 

Cicely Muldoon 
Superintendent 




