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Devils Postpile National Monument

Proposed Fire Management Goals and Strategies

1. Manage all fire actions to reduce risk to the public and firefighters, and to protect monument development and infrastructure, and adjacent Forest and community resources.
a. Provide an aggressive response to unwanted wildfire.
b. Manage wildland fire incidents in accordance with accepted interagency standards using appropriate management strategies and tactics and maximize efficiencies through interagency coordination.

2. Protect park visitors, staff, and firefighters and reduce the risk to natural and cultural resources from unwanted wildfire.
a. Reintroduce low to moderate intensity fire as a disturbance process through understory prescribed burning to mimic the past fire regime and reduce the likelihood of high intensity fires like the 1992 Rainbow Fire.
b. Use mechanical treatments (thinning, piling, limbing) combined with prescribed fire to reduce fuel loads, reduce risk of high severity fire, restore natural fuel conditions, and restore a more natural fire regime. 
c. Manage wildland fire incidents in accordance with accepted interagency standards using appropriate management strategies and tactics and maximize efficiencies through interagency coordination.

3. Restore a more natural fire regime and forest structure to increase resilience to the effects of wildfire and other stressors.
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Use a combination of prescribed burning and mechanical treatments to reduce fuel loading and restore forest structure.
b. Manage naturally ignited wildfire to increase ecosystem resilience, provide ecological benefits, reduce fuel loading, restore forest structure, and restore a more natural fire regime.
c. Use prescribed fire or fuel treatments to reduce conifer encroachment in meadows.
d. Develop adaptive fire management strategies for managing Soda Springs Meadow as a meadow refugium. 

4. Collaborate with Inyo National Forest staff to develop interagency strategies, where appropriate, and to develop valley wide wildand fire and fuels management activities. 
a. Develop an agreement with the Inyo National Forest fire program to clarify roles and responsibilities in wildland fire response and delegation of authority from NPS to USFS. 
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Devils Postpile National Monument

Proposed Fire Management Goals and Strategies (continued)

5. Maintain ecosystem resilience and allow for the ecological benefits of wildfire as lands transition to the Wildfire Maintenance Zone.

a. Complete restoration projects to restore forest structure and ecosystem resilience
6. Promote public understanding of fire management program and objectives.  
a. Develop and publish interpretive material regarding wildland fire, prescribed fire, and fuels management activities for the public, the NPS workforce, and cooperating agencies.  
7. Minimize or avoid unacceptable environmental impacts to natural and cultural resources from fire management operations.
a. Identify sensitive areas and outline mitigations to minimize impacts.
b. Utilize Minimum Impact Suppression Tactics (MIST) to protect wilderness character and natural and cultural resources.
8. Minimize air quality impacts of fire management activities.
a. Provide Air Quality Advisories during wildland and prescribed fire events to inform the public and employees about current and expected conditions, and health concerns. 
b. Work with Great Basin and San Joaquin Air Districts during all prescribed fire and managed wildfire operations to minimize smoke impacts.
9. Apply the best available science and monitoring to inform and prioritize fire and fuels management. 
a. Continue monitoring fire effects and forest regeneration plots.
b. Continue long term meteorological monitoring.
c. Continue monitoring particulate matter (PM2.5) during the summer months.
d. Identify information gaps that hamper science-based decision making and solicit fire research to help fill these gaps.
e. Investigate past and expected fire effects to better anticipate vegetation community change. 
f. Investigate the effects of fire on potential climate change refugia under different climate change scenarios.
g. Investigate the effectiveness of fire or fuel treatments on reducing conifer encroachment in meadows.
h. Investigate the effectiveness of fire type and timing on reducing invasive plants in meadows.
i. Collaborate with the Sierra Nevada Inventory and Monitoring network, United States Geological Survey, local research stations, and universities to facilitate fire research at the monument and the greater Sierra Nevada region. 
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