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Appendix C: Scoping Summary and Analysis 

To begin the planning process, Valley Forge NHP reached out to stakeholders, 
including the general public, interested individuals, local governments, 
organizations, and any agencies having jurisdiction by law or expertise, for 
assistance in determining the scope of issues that would be addressed during the 
planning process. To distribute information about the proposal and the GMP/EIS 
process, the planning team provided a newsletter, news releases, public open houses, 
a website, and briefings for organizations that requested them. Public open houses in 
October 2002 attracted 140 participants, and close to 1,000 letters of comment were 
received via mail and email. 
 
The National Environmental Policy Act calls these consultations “scoping.” All 
scoping comments received are reviewed and sorted into categories according to 
whether and how they would be addressed during the GMP/EIS process. This 
appendix provides a summary of comments received during the scoping period and 
how they were categorized. The categories are: 
 

1. those actions that must be taken because they are mandated by laws and policies  

2. those actions that cannot be taken because they are inconsistent with laws 
and policies or beyond the scope of this plan  

3. those interests and concerns raised that are appropriately addressed by the 
GMP/EIS: 

 Resources and Environment (includes Physical and Natural Resources, 
Cultural Resources, Socioeconomic Resources, Carrying Capacity, and 
Boundary Issues) 

 American Revolution Center and other Partnerships 
 Traffic and Circulation 
 Interpretation and Visitor Experience 
 Recreation 
 Facilities 
 Operations 
 Funding 

4. other 
 
Following is a list of the issues and suggestions received both at meetings and in 
writing. 

1. Those actions that must be taken because they are mandated by 
laws and policies  

 Preserve the historic structures and archeological sites 

 Do a better job to preserve natural resources and biodiversity (woodlands 
and grasslands) 

 Local citizens need to be represented in the process—keep us in the loop 

 Asbestos deposition areas should be cleaned up and made usable by the public 

 Get more input from environmental and preservation groups 
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 Control invasive plants 

 Clean up stream pollution  

 Keep working to protect Valley Creek 

 Protect Valley Creek from flooding caused by upstream uses; stabilize 
stream banks  

 Better preserve natural resources and biodiversity; restore the forest habitat 

 Maintain appropriate carrying capacity—don’t allow deterioration from overuse  

 Protect wetlands on north side – siltation basin 

 Protect vernal ponds 

2. Those actions that cannot be taken because they are inconsistent 
with laws and policies or beyond the scope of this plan 

 Remove privately-owned lands from within park. (While this is beyond the 
scope of this plan, it is the intention of NPS to acquire the remaining lands 
within the congressionally authorized boundary, on a willing seller basis.)  

 Purchase more property. (Almost all the land adjacent to the current 
congressionally authorized boundary is developed. NPS believes that there is no 
land adjacent to the boundary that meets legal criteria for inclusion as park land. 
For information on the criteria, please see Section 3.5 of NPS Management 
Policies 2006, by clicking on http://www.nps.gov/policy/mp/policies.pdf.) 

 Eliminate chronic funding shortfalls. (Although the plan will examine operating 
costs and identify ways to make more strategic use of partnerships, annual 
appropriations are beyond the scope of this plan: funding for units of the national 
park system is set by the U. S. Congress in its annual appropriation bills.) 

 Replace the superintendent. (Personnel actions are beyond the scope of this 
plan.) 

 Eliminate the “squeeze” on North Gulph Road between Richards and Valley 
Forge Roads. (Valley Forge NHP and Upper Merion Township agreed in the 
early 1990s to add one travel lane to this road to provide safe travel. Deed 
issues had prevented implementation but the problem has been resolved.)   

 Ensure that rebuilding Betzwood Bridge does not negatively impact park and 
Schuylkill River Corridor. (The PennDOT categorical exclusion evaluation and 
4(f) documentation that addresses impacts on the park and any necessary 
mitigation is being reevaluated. In addition, the VFATPS [see 
www.nps.gov/vafo/vafo_gmp or www.dvrpc.org] was undertaken specifically 
to find regional solutions to traffic impacts in the park.) 

 If park cannot properly maintain buildings, sell them to private owners. (It is 
prohibited by law to sell park resources.) 

 Put a National Veteran’s Cemetery within the park. (Converting park land to non-
park uses is prohibited by policy. See http://www.nps.gov/policy/mp/policies.pdf; 
also see next comment.) 

 North side should not be part of park, put operations over there. (Park land can be 
deleted from the congressionally authorized boundary only if the land does not 
contain a significant resource, value, or opportunity for public enjoyment related 
to the purposes of the park. See Section 3.5 of NPS Management Policies 2006 
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for a full discussion of this policy at http://www.nps.gov/policy/mp/policies.pdf. 
The north side contains numerous historic and archeological resources, significant 
natural resources, and future opportunities for public enjoyment.) 

 Build playground, dog park, school, ball fields, soccer fields, barbecue areas. 
(Many forms of recreation enjoyed by the public do not require a national park 
setting and are more appropriate to other venues. NPS provides opportunities 
for forms of enjoyment that are uniquely suited and appropriate to the 
superlative natural and cultural resources found in national parks. The NPS 
defers to local and state governments, private industry, and non-governmental 
organizations to meet the broader spectrum of recreational needs and demands. 
Please see Section 8 of NPS Management Policies 2006 for a full discussion of 
this policy at http://www.nps.gov/policy/mp/policies.pdf.) 

 Fund a grant to provide sprinklers at Washington Memorial Chapel and 
incidental uses therein. (Park funding cannot be used for privately owned 
properties.) 

 Fund the Schuylkill Metro Line. The Feds will only fund 50% matching 
funds. Rendell said he could come up with the rest of the money if the Feds 
would do 60%. (There is no congressional authorization to use park funds 
for other purposes.)  

 If we make it pure history, name should be changed to Valley Forge Suicide 
Park? 

3. Those interests and concerns raised that are appropriately 
addressed by the GMP/EIS 

Resources and Environment (includes Physical and Natural Resources, 
Cultural Resources, Socioeconomic Resources, Carrying Capacity, and 
Boundary Issues) 

 Manage the population of white-tailed deer that affects not only the park, 
but neighbors as well 

 Do not manage the population of white-tailed deer 

 Protect the park from encroaching development and work with local 
government to preserve open space 

 Mow the meadows in the summer to allow people to use them 

 Keep/expand the meadows 

 Restore the landscape to the way it looked in Washington’s time 

 Control noise from traffic—keep the park quiet 

 Reduce traffic coming to and traveling around the park to improve air quality 

 Put power lines underground 

 Asbestos-contaminated areas should be cleaned up and made usable by the 
public 

 Enforce off-road rules and park regulations to limit impacts 

 Protect all the remaining parcels of private land within the boundary 

 Don’t let the perimeter of the park slide into the same contemporary 
appearance as found beyond the boundary 
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 Park should do more to help with historic resources outside the park 

 Properly maintain historic buildings 

 Please don’t cut down berry bushes; berry picking is a nice family outing 

 Manage the natural resources as a primary concern with the education and 
cultural/historical concerns second 

 Create deeper wetland pools in the lower desilting basins 

 White-tailed deer reduction needed now to restore ecological balance to 
woodlands 

 White-tailed deer reduction needed now to reduce the spread of Lyme 
disease 

 Hunting is ineffective and socially unacceptable in a park. Use contraception 
for white-tailed deer – to stabilize and ultimately reduce white-tailed deer 
numbers 

 Support infiltration of stormwater upstream of Valley Creek 

 The tall grass land areas are wonderful. Can we have more? 

 Scarce habitat at edge of property should be re-evaluated 

 White-tailed deer must not be blamed for everything wrong or unhealthy with 
the forest. Please avoid selectively blaming white-tailed deer and ignoring 
other factors, such as acid rain, fungus, etc. that influence the forest health 

 Can we develop more wetlands along the north side by Walnut Hill? 

 Keep the tangled and forested area around the Fatlands and mow path for 
nature lovers 

 Fire plan for the high grass 

 Look at known biologically valuable map – some marginal areas should be 
re-evaluated 

 Bald eagles have been spotted in the park – only through cohesive resource 
management can the symbol of our nation survive within Valley Forge 

 What are legal requirements for wetland protection in regard to migratory 
bird treaties? 

 The impoundment walls can be removed and still maintain the artificial 
wetlands. It will help flood control downstream 

 The GMP must require action on the white-tailed deer issue!!!!!!!!! 

 The white-tailed deer population is by far the most serious concern…White-
tailed deer control is a MUST 

American Revolution Center and other Partnerships 

 We live in an age where very few organizations can live alone, are strong 
enough to carry out a mission on their own. It’s possible to lose more 
resources by not partnering than by partnering 

 The Valley Forge NHP/ARC partnership has promise for history education, 
especially for children, for the means to provide first-rate interpretation 
that’s also entertaining, for appeal to diverse populations, and for tourism 
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 Integrate the planning for the center into the GMP/EIS process 

 Obtain commitments of local and state government for project support  

 Ensure state-of-the-art green-building principles guide location and design 
of museum to maximize energy and other resource conservation 

 Build a bigger museum for artifacts 

 Too much emphasis on museum…get people out on the site 

 Ensure any new buildings blend into the landscape—don’t let any new 
buildings dominate the landscape 

 Ensure that many voices are considered in deciding what the museum includes 

 Don’t make the museum or the park Disney-like 

 The ARC can make an important contribution to regional tourism 

Traffic and Circulation 

 Incorporate the recommendations of the VFATPS into the GMP/EIS process 

 Control/remove through-traffic within the park 

 Get traffic off PA Route 23 

 Don’t put PA Route 23’s traffic in residential neighborhoods 

 Do not limit local residents’ use of roads 

 Control/remove visitor traffic within the park 

 Take parking lots out of the park; move parking lots to outer boundaries of park 

 Get traffic out of the park and make sure that as visitation grows, the 
additional traffic doesn’t harm adjacent neighborhoods; establish a shuttle 
service to replace the use of personal automobiles in the park; re-open the 
two railroad stations in the park for visitors to come to the park on the future 
SVM; incorporate public bus service; promote bicycle travel to the park as 
an alternative to automobiles 

 Ensure future SVM does not negatively affect park’s cultural and natural 
resources 

 Build a new pedestrian bridge across the Schuylkill River 

 Build a pedestrian tunnel below US Route 422 

 Discourage traffic from entering adjacent neighborhoods 

 Use better warnings where white-tailed deer are most likely to cross roads 

 For those of us who live in Phoenixville and west, the key to diverting 
traffic from Valley Forge NHP is to improve US Route 422. Without that 
improvement of US Route 422, diverting us from PA Route 23 is a 
singularly unattractive prospect! 

 The Agricultural Culvert under the turnpike by Wilson Road should be used 
to access the park, at least by pedestrians 

 Close North Gulph Road (known as the Great Road built in 1725). Close it 
from PA Route 23 to the Arch. Make it a trace road. 

 Look for alternate for US Route 422 
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 Speed bumps 

 Reroute PA Route 23 along Pawlings Rd. and US Route 422, not along the 
railroad tracks through Valley Forge NHP 

 Change road geometry to prevent “Christmas at Valley Forge” 

 Close part of County Line Road and remove a portion of the road from Park 
Maintenance to Gulph Road (Great Road). Keep the portion to access the 
Welcome Center lot and maintenance 

 If PA Route 23 is to remain in park, then straighten and embank it so not to 
see traffic from park 

 Please ban trucks from PA Route 23 

 They should not rebuild the Betzwood Bridge! The rebuilding of this bridge 
will allow much more construction of the Riverview development in the 
floodplain 

 Double-decker PA Route 23 – animals pass under road 

 Submerge PA Route 23 into a tunnel 

 Incorporate the Inter-County connector (PennDOT) into the plans. Therefore, 
no traffic in Valley Forge NHP 

 NPS should require additional mitigation for the impacts of a rebuilt Betzwood 
Bridge, including restoration of historic trace roads within the park 

 No to speed bumps on PA Route 23. Keep Gulph Rd. County Line Rd. – 
optional 

 Discourage building roads where people live, through their developments, 
even mobile homes. Displacing local residents is unacceptable 

 Consideration of boat launch relocation 

 PA Route 23 alternative. Route P5 for PA Route 23 (merge to US Route 
422) is probably best option, as long as added bottleneck not created on US 
Route 422 

 PA Route 252 concerns. If PA Route 23 is closed to most traffic, have worry 
that traffic will significantly increase on PA Route 252 going west. (Maybe 
stoplight timing can take care of this!) 

 Allow commuter/local traffic only 

 Don’t only think big – also try to solve some of the problems that are easy 
and immediate, like traffic calming, bike safety, etc. 

 All support discouraging commuter traffic from the park 

 What about “championing” commuter light rail to reduce cars? 

 Must provide a safe crossing at PA Route 23 and PA Route 252 intersection 
– an overpass or underpass – so that link possible for western spine of 
recreation 

 Need RV parking available for people traveling especially to view and 
experience historical area. Parking needs to be at least overnight or longer 

 Build that Sullivan’s Bridge for walkers and bicyclists 

 Multi-use bridge across Schuylkill River, include horse trail 
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 No RV parks! 

 It is a mistake to put a roadway next to the river to remove the traffic from 
the park – present PA Route 23. Pedestrian/cycle bridges should loop and 
connect north and south side of the park 

 Explore the prospects for pedestrian traffic by ferry across the Schuylkill to 
the north side 

 I go with the option P4 to replace PA Route 23 

 For traffic traveling east on PA Route 23 where it turns left by the Visitor’s 
Center – Why is there a left turn signal that does not allow left turns, it 
impedes traffic!! 

 Look at flooding of Pawlings Road Bridge. Need to elevate it 

 Open up the passenger railroad through to Reading on an old fashion hourly 
basis and forget the metro. The hourly rail can go now 

 US Route 422 bridge currently there should be widened before adding 
ramps. The on and off ramps immediately before and after a two lane (each 
way) bridge is the problem! 

 Why not direct traffic off at Oaks interchange? (northern relief route) 

 Why not use simple logic and narrow the roads, add more curves, etc. and 
really improve the roads by making them all bucolic and calming? 

 A tunnel through Mt. Joy from PA Route 23 paralleling the current PA 
Route 252 should be considered, which would let existing road be a trace 
road 

 Locate museum on north side to reduce vehicular traffic on south side of the 
park 

 A bridge across the Schuylkill at the west end would help spread the 
recreational load, as would underpasses under any significant roads 

Interpretation and Visitor Experience 

 Provide more educational programs and events 

 Do more to convey and emphasize the story of Valley Forge and the 
American Revolution—it is primary 

 Connect what happened at Valley Forge to the rest of the Philadelphia 
campaign 

 Expand interpretation to include, and other local histories in the region, such 
as industrialization, the Schuylkill River Valley and its historic towns 

 The park should be a historic site honoring the past, educating the public 
about the values of freedom 

 Make the park relevant to everyone – not just the usual park visitors 

 Bring back patriotic activities in the park, particularly at the amphitheatre 

 Use the amphitheater for historical productions 

 Establish interpretive and recreational programs on the north side of the park 

 Open more of the historic buildings to the public 
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 Add more soldiers’ huts 

 Ensure that there are places for quiet reflection 

 Provide more places to sit 

 Mark the location of the two forges 

 Mark the location of Sullivan’s bridge 

 Provide more historical markers and signage; talking signs and interactive 
exhibits; user-friendly historical displays; exhibits organized by themes; 
costumed interpreters; observation tower  

 Don’t use interactive/hands-on exhibits (too much maintenance) 

 Add interpretive and preservation messages to recreational offerings 

 Expand facilities and hours 

 Represent natural resources in context of historical resources  

 Interpret specific items/areas/themes within the park, such as Lafayette, 
Von Steuben, farmers, weapons, periods before and after the encampment 

 The park could support more food service, entertainment venues and 
programmed activities while still fulfilling its mission 

 Consider disking to chop up honeysuckle. Also consider using goats which 
would be effective and consistent with the interpretation 

 Management zones for the park?? In natural resource zone, they could be 
managed for their intrinsic value, separate from cultural resources 

 Obtain the Vaux Mansion for a future museum/education center relative to 
military history – tie it in with Freedoms Foundation and the Schuylkill 
River Heritage Corridor 

 Show encampment in transition; between March-In, March-Out; challenges 
in forming the continental army 

 Multicultural interpretations – African-Americans, American Indians, other 
Europeans 

 What plans exist that will show the layered history of this site? 

 Be willing to lend objects to smaller museums 

 Historical landscapes through technology and interpretation tell the story of 
the landscape. Restore key areas to tell the story. Muhlenberg huts. Build a 
field hospital to tell the story of sickness and disease 

 I think it’s important that the process of the cultural items be explained. For 
example: Duportail was responsible for the defense structures, but what 
discussion took place and how does the “engineer” interact with the logistician? 

 Show archeology digs in progress 

 The archeology should be a major component – the excavation shows the 
real feature – not reconstruction. This will be a major draw for tourists. 
Primary archeology should focus on 1776 era history, given limited 
resources; the rest should be protected for future investigation 

 Set up a system similar to some Canadian historical parks where archeology 
and historic artifacts are accessible to visitors on computers 
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 Do archeology in the Fatlands area – via park archeologists, schools, 
volunteers, internships 

 The park should offer programming that link Valley Forge to actual battle 
sites in the region such as Brandywine Battlefield, Paoli Massacre, and 
Battlefield of Clonds 

 Assist citizens who want to trace their family history back to the American 
Revolution – more computerized information on soldiers at the encampment 

 Spending some time focusing on the geology of Valley Forge Park would be 
interesting 

 Don’t use “Shrine/Pilgrimage/Icon” religious connotations 

 Integrate north side into the whole park experience 

 Rehabilitate the old Wetherill Mansion 

 Print a discovery guide to Walnut Hill and Fatlands similar to the 
Washington’s Headquarters area walking tour guide 

 Create at least two more wayside exhibits for the Walnut Hill area 

 Joint activities with Montgomery Park system…bird walks, have a Scenic 
River Day with the state on Scenic River Day, do a program at Walnut Hill 
for the next Earth Day 

 Explore relationships/opportunities to join efforts with Audubon Center 

 The north side is obviously a very valuable historical area. Make it 
accessible to visitors, perhaps just for “touring” purposes. Minimal impact 
on environment 

 Restore barn at Walnut Hill with no additional surrounding development, for 
interpretative purposes 

 Please keep the north side undeveloped 

 The talking sign at the von Steuben Statue was so nice. It has been broken 
for a year. Why not fix it and set up other talking signs 

 It would be wonderful if you could put some bird ID pictures near tall grass 
meadows so folks would learn bird names 

 Interpret the park’s 19th century industrial village around Headquarters and 
Village of Port Kennedy 

 I would hope that a more proactive plan to view the war in the Delaware 
Valley starting with Washington’s Crossing and ending with Monmouth 
could be promoted as a single and interconnected event 

 Interpretive paths, bikeways, river access points, etc. should be incorporated 
where appropriate in order to bring visitors out into the landscape. The 
natural landscape should become an interpretive feature 

 One of the things that can be done to enhance the national attractiveness and 
also the educational value of the park is to perhaps integrate the Valley 
Forge Freedoms Foundation with the park 
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Recreation 

 Too many recreational users; do not allow recreation to overwhelm history 
or impact natural resources 

 Keep same recreational uses—don’t reduce area available for people to 
enjoy themselves; do not limit park to just “historical” uses 

 Recreational users are a given and will only increase as surrounding 
development continues; include them in the plan, capitalize on their 
presence, transform them into historical visitors 

 People should be able to enjoy recreation and history 

 Allow passive recreation only 

 Prohibit model airplane use 

 Keep model airplane use 

 Assess all trails, both authorized and illegal, for value for visitor use and for 
resource impacts 

 Repair the trails; keep them free of erosion and debris 

 Improve existing walking and biking trails 

 Improve the access to and through woodland areas 

 Add walking and biking trails from the edge of the park, for example from 
Chesterbrook, the convention center, along PA Route 23 for visitors coming 
from west of the park; connect regional recreational resources, such as trails, 
to and through the park 

 Separate bicyclists from pedestrians 

 Rebuild the footbridge over Valley Creek 

 Incorporate more natural experiences, such as birdwatching 

 Does enhanced recreation include hunting for recreation – if so, it will only 
serve to boost productivity 

 If possible, make sure the bike and roller blade trail is buffered visually 
from the interpretation areas. Conversely, put horses near the 1777-78 
interpretation areas 

 Establish a public stable, like Northwestern Stables run by the city of 
Philadelphia. This housing of horses would help create a 1777-78 
atmosphere 

 Consider access to the river and the use of historic period barges 

 Remove mountain bike trails in the lower desilting basin. Keep only the 
trails created by the engineers between 1945-55 

 Please add a new trail along the turnpike and another along the river with 
the railroad bed 

 Improve trail markers 

 Develop path from covered bridge to Knox Farm area and trail 

 Need to pave the biking path along Valley Creek 
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 The west end of the park has valuable historical resources. Any movement 
of recreational activities to this end of the park should not endanger these 
resources or stop on-site interpretive exhibits 

 Please continue kite flying and sledding 

 Keep the riverside trail on the northern side as a gravel trail 

 Camporee’s for boy scouts and girl scouts 

 Website for trails – to inform the public about management plans; history; 
how the public can get involved in the care for trails 

 Don’t add playgrounds near wetland areas on North Side of park 

 I would not establish recreation opportunities in the park that would bring 
“team” sports to this historical area 

 Separate paved bike trails from paved walking trails 

 Single track quiet, wooded trails are very important. Some people really 
seek the quiet and beauty of the woods 

 Keep trail on top CCC berm in north side of park 

 Loops to control unauthorized trails 

 Loops are needed individually for all types of trail usage along with safe 
parking areas 

 Need to make black top loop wider for biker and walker use. It is too narrow 
for both users 

 Mountain bikers ride illegally because there are no legal trails. 
Accommodate mountain bikers legally 

 Walk-a-thons – do they have to be on north side? 

 Conduct programs on boating safety with the Coast Guard along the 
Schuylkill River when busy 

Facilities 

 No more structures (tourist attractions) after the museum 

 Don’t spend lots of money on new building if current one can be reused 

 Provide affordable restaurant 

 More restrooms 

 I would like to see more rest areas in the park (at least two more) 

 A water fountain is solely needed by the Pawlings parking lot to assist 
people who are walking/running longer loops 

 Build a large swimming facility that would be used by visitors (children 
primarily) who have been strapped into car seats for long hours. A place to 
stop and cool off 

 Establish a small animal facility which would have all sorts of indigenous 
animals, plus the white-tailed deer herd. The park white-tailed deer herd 
should be either fenced or removed entirely from the park lands 
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Operations 

 Not enough staff 

 Take advantage of volunteers as docents 

 Need more security 

 Maintain the park—keep it as well maintained as it used to be 

 Do not allow park buildings to be used as residences 

 Need better signage both to get to the park and within the park 

 Establish a volunteer coordinator to partner with bicyclist, horseback riders, 
walkers, runners (and their groups) to help maintain trails 

 Organize work for youth groups 

 Have an adopt a trail program 

 Publicize volunteer needs/opportunities! 

 Teach proper care and usage of trails 

Funding 

 Explore strategies for user fees, including seasonal or annual passes; charges 
for program; parking passes 

 Explore new sources of revenue, including food service, bike rentals, guided 
bus tours, shuttle service 

 Charge the recreational user, not the historical visitor 

 It would be wonderful to eliminate all automobile traffic in the park – if the 
money was available 

 How do we fund these improvements? (both transportation infrastructure 
and park programs) 

 Consider using Chester County grant funding for Historic Resources by 
Friends group (provided through hospitality tax) and investigate such a tax 
in Montgomery County 

 Yearly fundraiser from corporations/hiking clubs/biking clubs, etc 

 Pay an annual parking sticker fee – for money toward trails 

 NO FEE 

 Usage fees: how to assess those who walk in? 

4. Other 

 Find a balance between park environment, development, recreation, and 
adjacent landowners 

 The park should be a sanctuary for citizens and not subject to encroaching 
commercial development with privation to the general public 

 Keep the park the same 

 Do not allow any commercialization 

 Don’t turn Valley Forge into a theme park: it was a place of sacrifice, 
suffering, and sorrow 
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 Any plans must have dedicated, long-range support from local, state and 
federal authorities 

 The park is a bad neighbor and ignores the wishes and needs of the 
immediate neighbors 

 The park is a great asset to neighboring communities as a gathering place in 
a world where community is rarely considered 

 Do a better job of outreach to surrounding communities 

 I would like to see the park remain a park and not given any land for a 
cemetery. Although I am an ex-serviceman, I could live with a cemetery on 
the outskirts of the park. I would still like to see the park remain as is 

 I would like to see the NPS buy the rest of the private land in and around the 
park so it won’t have to go through again what it went through with Toll 
Brothers 

 What is the park going to do about the PCB contamination in Valley Creek? 

 Get park on 911 system. Get name Valley Forge off the Village of Port 
Kennedy train station – confusing to responders 

 Because this area is so rich in colleges and universities, I believe Valley 
Forge NHP should partner more with those colleges and universities 

 Provide speakers to youth organizations that might want to hold meetings 
and picnics in the park 

 Create opportunities for undergrad and graduate research 

 Locate a veteran’s cemetery on North Side 

 Has federal government considered buying conservation easements on land 
that may not necessarily need to be bought in fee or have total use by NPS? 

 Do not use North Side for cemetery 

 Eventually buy some of St. Gabriel’s property for inclusion in the park 

 Private utilities should be communicated with. Not have in trail – PennDOT 
needs to do 

 Maxwell’s Library needs historical preservation (more priority than most)! 

 Charge horseback trailers for parking 

 Bulletin boards at each washroom or parking lot 

 Signage – kiosks – information on how to ride bikes (trail etiquette) 

 Signs/awareness of Lyme Disease 

 Don’t sell food in park! 

 The remaining parcels of privately held land – not just Toll Bros. -- should 
be purchased by the Federal Government or protected by easements 

 The land ownership question must be resolved. I think it’s ironic that in Valley 
Forge Park citizens are being fought when they want to develop their land 

 The park should not be opened for real estate development 
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D-8 Valley Forge National Historical Park 
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D-12 Valley Forge National Historical Park 
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