Cell Phone Tower with Fiber-optic Connection

Environmental Assessment: Initial Scoping Phase
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on National Park. Two possible locations for a proposed cell

tower are shown; insets provide potential tower designs: a lattice tower on the left and a ‘'mono-pine’ on the right.

Bryce Canyon National Park Invites Your Input

The National Park Service (NPS) is considering the
issuance of separate right-of-way permits to Verizon
Wireless and South Central Communications (SCC)

to install a cellular telecommunications tower and
fiber-optic utility right-of-way, respectively. The NPS
is required by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 to
consider all applications for the installation of wireless
communication facilities on NPS lands.

The NPS is preparing an EA for this proposal and invites
you to participate by providing your thoughts on the
alternatives being considered and potential issues and
impacts.

Project Background

Anticipated benefits for both park visitors and staff
include:

* Reduced ‘dead zones’ missed by existing coverage;
» Better data speed for various applications;

*  More bandwidth for more simultaneous users; and
* Improved search and rescue services.

Issues the NPS has already identified include:

* Visual impacts to iconic geologic scenerys;

* Visual impacts to historic buildings;

+ Soil and vegetation impact of trenching; and

* Noise and air pollution from back-up generator.

Purpose and Need

In the fall of 2015, Verizon Wireless, in partnership with
South Central Communications, approached the NPS
with a proposal of installing a fiber optic connected cell
tower at Science Hill where it could provide improved
service to Bryce Canyon Lodge, Sunset Point, and the
trails within the canyon below. All three locations have
poor or zero coverage from all cellular providers.

The NPS’s purpose and need is to determine whether
to issue permits for installation of a cell tower and fiber
optic utility by considering:

» The wireless telecommunication application in
accordance with the Telecommunications Act of
1996 (47 USC 332 note), which authorizes, but does
not mandate, that such requests be granted;

+ The environmental impacts of the proposed action
and alternatives;

*  Whether or not the proposal would cause
unavoidable conflict with the park’s mission; and

» The potential benefit of having telephone access
for emergency law enforcement and public safety
service.



What EA Will Evaluate Bryce Canyon s Developed Area Map

The EA will evaluate the impacts and explore B V) s Itor; Cen te
mitigation measures applicable to building a single ek T

cell tower in the developed region of Bryce Canyon
National park (see map at right). Sites already being
considered include the applicants’ suggested location
near the water tanks and existing NPS radio tower i
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in the area known as “Science Hill,” and a location T : F A
near the Manzanita Dorm adjacent to the Old NPS S5 £ S o ; @ & NS rsioric Dt
Historic District. The tower would be 80 to 100 : 5 '
feet high, with a self-supporting lattice structure or
camouflaged “mono-pine” design. The tower would
be located within a fenced compound approximately
1,100 square feet in size that would also enclose a
communication equipment cabinets and a backup
generator.

In addition to the tower, buried communication and
electrical utilities would be trenched or bored to the
tower site. Electrical connections are available in
many locations in the developed region of the park.
South Central Communications (SCC) currently
only has fiber-optic installed in the northern portion
of their right-of-way, terminating at their building
southwest of the Visitor Center (see map at right).

How to Comment

Please submit your comments by Monday, October
30. Comment on-line at:
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/verizonproject

Or submit written [paper] comments by mail to:

This map shows the two alternative sites, and their proximity to

Superintendent . trails (red), roads, overlooks and facilities of the developed area.
Bryce Canyon National Park
PO Box 640201 . .
Bryce, Utah 84764 Time Line

This is the Environmental Assessment’s (EA) time
Before including your address, telephone number, line.

electr.on.lc rpall address, or other personally + Public Scoping (Sept. 29th to Oct. 30th)
identifying information in your comments, you

should be aware that your entire comment (including * Preparation of EA (Fall 2017)

your personally identifying information) may be « Public Review of EA (Early Winter 2018)
made publicly available at any time. While you can
ask us to withhold your personally identifiable
information from public review, we cannot
guarantee that we will be able to do so.

* Public Comment Analysis/Response (Winter 2018)
* Release of EA Decision Document (Spring 2018)



