
 

 

 

 

 
Mammoth Cave NP seeks public comment on proposed fee increases 

MAMMOTH CAVE, Ky., September 20, 2017 – Mammoth Cave National Park Superintendent 

Barclay Trimble announced today that the Park is seeking public comment on a proposed 

increase in user fees, which would take effect in 2018.  Public comment will be accepted from 

September 20 through October 13, 2017. 

 

“We would like to hear what our visitors and neighbors think about the proposal to increase the 

user fees in the park,” said Trimble.  “Some of these rates have not changed in several years, 

while the cost of doing business has gone up every year.” 

 

Written comments may be submitted through the National Park Service planning website at 

http://parkplanning.nps.gov/MACA.   

 

The authority to charge recreational fees at national parks stems from the 2004 Federal Lands 

Recreation Enhancement Act.    

 

“We anticipate this increase in park fees will provide additional revenue for use in projects that 

benefit our visitors,” added Trimble.   “We plan to use the new funds to help reduce our $94 

million deferred maintenance backlog, improve visitor services, and ensure quality interpretive 

experiences.” 

 

The general cave tours would increase by roughly $1 to $3, and specialty cave tour would 

increase by approximately $3 to $6.  Houchin Ferry camping would increase from $12 to $15.  A 

new fee of $10 would be established for backcountry and river camping.    

 

“The new backcountry fee will allow people to reserve their campsite online from across the 

country, and allow visitors to preplan a trip to the park,” said Trimble.  “Previously, backcountry 

sites were only available by permit at the visitor center when a visitor walked in.”  

 

Another new fee ($2) would be established for recharging electric vehicles.  Later this year the 

park will begin installing two level-2 charging stations in the visitor center parking lot.   

 

Park staff are required to compare the cost of Mammoth Cave fees with the cost of comparable 

services in the local area, which was completed utilizing a comparability model.   
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At Mammoth Cave, 80 percent of the money collected is used in the park to provide facilities 

and services that have direct benefit to park visitors.  The remaining 20 percent helps support 

projects in the 270 national park units that do not charge entrance fees, like nearby Abraham 

Lincoln Birthplace NHP in Hodgenville, Ky.  

 

“The recreation fee program is a great asset to Mammoth Cave,” added Trimble.  “In the past, we 

have used fee money to repair and upgrade cave restrooms, design new cave trails, and 

reconstruct backcountry trails.  More recently, replacement of the pedestrian bridge between the 

visitor center and lodge was funded with fee revenue, and HVAC upgrades at the lodge.” 

 

A chart at the conclusion of this release lists each proposed increase by name of visitor service, 

the present fee, the proposed fee, and the last time a fee increase occurred. 

 

Proposed fee increases at Mammoth Cave National Park:  

Visitor service (tour, campsite, service) present 
fee ($) 

proposed 
fee ($) 

year of last 
increase 

Mammoth Passage Tour (Adult) 7 8 2015 

Mammoth Passage Tour (Youth 6-12) 5               6 2015 

Frozen Niagara Tour (Adult) 13 14 2015 

Gothic Avenue Tour (Adult) 12 15 2015 

Gothic Avenue Tour (Youth 6-12) 9 10 2015 

Domes and Dripstones (Adult) 15 17 2015 

Domes and Dripstones (Youth 6-12) 10 12 2015 

Great Onyx Tour (Adult) 18 20 2015 

Great Onyx Tour (Youth 6-12) 13 15 2015 

Historic Tour (Adult) 14 17 2015 

Historic Tour (Youth 6-12) 9 12 2015 

Cleaveland Avenue  (Adult) 16 20 2015 

Cleaveland Avenue  (Youth 6-12) 10 14 2015 

River Styx Tour (Adult) 15 18 2015 

River Styx Tour (Youth 6-12) 11 13 2015 

Star Chamber Tour (Adult) 14 20 2015 

Star Chamber Tour (Youth 6-12) 10 15 2015 

Focus on Frozen Niagara-Photo Tour (Adult) 13 16 2015 

Focus on Frozen Niagara (Youth 6-12) 9 12 2015 

Trog (Child 8-12) 16 20 2015 

Introduction to Caving (Adult) 26 30 2015 

Introduction to Caving (Youth 6-12) 20 24 2015 

Violet City Lantern Tour (Adult) 18 20 2015 

Violet City Lantern Tour (Youth 6-12) 13 15 2015 

Wild Cave Tour (Adult) 55 60 2015 

Discovery Tour (Adult) 5 6 2015 

Discovery Tour (Youth 6-12) 3.5 4 2015 

Electric Vehicle Charging Station Rates 0 2 New 

Backcountry Camping Fees 0 10 New 



 

 

Houchin Ferry Campground 12 15 2007 
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