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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve

P.O. Box 140

Gustavus, Alaska 99826-0140

Tel: 907-697-2230 · Fax: 907-697-2654


IN REPLY REFER TO:

L76

November 21, 2006
Dear Reader:

The National Park Service wishes to update you on our progress with the Dry Bay OHV Environmental Assessment.

Public comment was solicited on the proposal to designate routes of travel for motor vehicles in the Glacier Bay National Preserve.  The public comment period closed on June 31, 2006.  Nine written comments were received from commercial fishermen, lodge owners, regional organizations, and state government.  Two public meetings were held in June, one in Dry Bay and one in Yakutat.  Fifteen people attended the public meetings. 

Some themes in comments included:

Most comments discussed closing or maintaining a specific trail for a specific use. 

Most were concerned that crossings for the Dog Salmon, Doame River, and East Alsek River be kept open and maintained. 

Several respondents were concerned about the increasing number of trails appearing over time whether they were needed or not.

A common concern was how to designate and maintain trails in estuarine and sand dune areas that change significantly from year to year and season to season.

OHV crossings in salmon streams and the long term effects on salmon populations need to be analyzed.

The amount of maintenance the trail network would require and lack of funding or manpower needed is a huge issue.

Some felt that trails should not be used for “recreational” purposes.

Some felt there was no need to designate or close any trails and that the current situation is OK and that use is self limiting.

A team of NPS and Alaska Department of Fish and Game biologists visited Dry Bay in July to gather site specific information on trail conditions, stream crossings, dune areas, and wetlands, document fish populations, and vegetation present along trails.

In addition to public scoping comments, a 2005 OHV trail condition assessment, site visit information, wetland inventory and GIS mapping data will be used to create three alternative courses of action to be analyzed in the environmental assessment.  Affects on water quality, the fishery, wildlife habitat, vegetation/wetlands, and user access (commercial fishing, subsistence, and lodge and recreational users) will be assessed in the EA.  We expect a public review draft of the Environmental Assessment to be published by early 2007.

It will be extremely important for all interested parties to review the draft EA carefully and provide comments on the alternatives.

We appreciate your continued interest in helping NPS find ways to maintain and improve OHV trail conditions in the Preserve.  If you have new information to offer about these issues please call Allison Banks, Project Coordinator at: (907) 697-2611 or email her at Allison_Banks@nps.gov.

Sincerely,

Tomie Patrick Lee

Superintendent

List of specific comments received
*All current OHV tracks should be designated and maintained. 

*The trails from the Special Use cabin on the East River to the headwaters and parallels the river should be closed. It was created after ANILCA was passed and is used just to float the river.  The river is often too shallow to float boats so people drag their boats over salmon spawning habitat.

*The trail to Bear Island is hardly ever used.  Close it.

*Select and maintain only one trail through the “Desert”.

*Routes through tidal areas should not be designated as they shift by season and year.

*All trails that are designated need to be maintained. Make use of a joint effort between NPS and Dry Bay users.  If the designated trails are maintained, everyone will use them and the other trails will fade away.

*The two Dog Salmon Creek crossings and the Doame River crossing are essential for both OHVs and vehicles. Vehicles using the crossings from May to October disturb salmon eggs less than a bear chasing fish or a moose wading year round does.

*Design routes differently in different zones to respond to differing conditions.  We suggest this:


Zone 1: sand flats, floodplain, tidal areas should be entirely open to travel with no specific routes designated.


Zone 2: Keep currently used trails in more established areas open.

Zone 3: Designate 1 maintained trail from the fish plant to the center of the temporary zone.

*Trails designated should be minimal.  Use should be controlled by permit and impacts monitored over time.

*Why do you think ATVs are devastating the habitat?  Brush and trees grow over the trails in about 5 years or less.

*Structures at each stream crossing should reflect each specific site’s conditions, fish species present, and maintenance considerations.

*ATVs should not be used for recreation on NPS lands.  ANILCA did not authorize ATV access for recreation.  ANILCA did not mention ATVs in the “exceptions” for access, only airplanes, motor boats, and snow machines.

*Protection of resources is the priority, not enjoyment.  Second priority would be specifically authorized uses such as commercial fishing and subsistence.

*Designate routes and authorize ATV use using 36 CFR 4.10 special regulations, not Title 8 of ANILCA.

* Inventory all trails (age, length and path, condition) and categorize by use (commercial fishing support, subsistence hunting, fishing, trapping, lodge access, etc).

*Trails developed after 1980 should be closed except for access to permitted cabins or fish camp sites.

*Trails should not be located just to provide the quickest or most direct route, but where they will do the least amount of resource damage.

*Phase in the use of low impact OHVs (low impact tread, tracked, quiet, low emissions) and require them after a grace period.

*ATV tracks are just not seen as a problem by permittees.  Define what the problem is.
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