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O Jamwary 17, 2000, President Clinton established by proclamation the Minidoka Intemment
MNational Moaument in the State of ldaha, consasting of approximately 72,75 acres of Federal
lands cusrently administered by the Burcau of Reclamation.

The proclamation direcied the Secretary to iransfer adminisiration of the monument o ihe
Mational Fark Service, Upon completion of the transfer, the monument will become a unit of the
Matronal Park System. In order o carry et the purposes of the proclamation and 1o mterpret the
relocation and internment of Japanese Americans during Weorld War [1, the National Park
Service must prepase o management plan by January 17, 2004,

The President’s proclamation cites the monument's unigue and irreplaceable historical resources
It recopnizes valid existing rghts within te monument ad states that nothing in the
proclamation shall interfere with the operation and maintenonce of the Morthsibe Canal 1o the
exlen! that any such activities, thal are ol valid existing nghis, are consistent with the purposes
of the proclamation,

O March 28, 2000, Seeretary Gail Norton sent letters to the Governors in cach state where a
new momement was established by presidential proclamation during the last teo years of the
previous Adminisiration, Leters were alse sent o e congressional delegation, and staie and
local officials, asking them 1o work with the Secretary in determining the future of the
mionument. In particulan, the Secretary asked for any recommended boundary adjusiments,
special uses that should be allowed, and unique environmental or historical characteristics to be
protected within the monument. She alse askesd for thear pacicipation in the general management
planning process for each moniment,

A copy of the proclamation and a copy of a letier the Secretary sent 1o one of the county
commissioners are atlached.

Responsabality: Regional Disector, Pacific West Region
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Proclamation 7395 of January 17, 2061

Establishment of the Minidoka Internment Wational Monuo-
menk

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Ther Minidoka Infernment Mational Monument is a unique and irmeplaceable

histarical resource which protects historic strectures and objects that provide

opportunities for public education and interpretation of an important chaptar

!h: ﬁﬂ.‘nadm history—the internment of Japanese Americans during World
ar Ll

Un Febroary 19, 1942, President Franklin 0. Roosevelt signed Execuiive
Order 906, authorizing the Secretary of War and military commanders
b designate military areas from which “any or all persons may be excluded”
and o “provide for residents of any such area who are excluded therefrom,
such tranaportation, food, shelter. and other accommodations a8 may ba
necessary,”

Starting in eadly 1942, military authorities began designating military exclu-
sion areas in the States of California, Washington, Ceegon, and Arizona,
and the territory of Alaska, Following the slgning of Execative Order D06E,
American citizens and residemt aliens of Japanese ancestry living in the
designated exclusion areas ware ordersd o evacuate their homes and bosi-
nesses and report b lemporary assembly centers located st fairgrounds,
horse mootracks, and other make-shift facilities.

To provide more permenent accemmodations for the evacuess, President
Rooseveli established the War Relocation Authority (WRA) In March 1942,
The WEA oversaw the construction of ten relocation centers on Federally
owrned lands in remobe areas of six western Stabes and Arkansas, including
the Minidoka Eelocation Center in Idaho. Alaskan Mative residents of the
Aleutian and Prikiloff Islands and members of other sthoic and religions
groups wera ales relocated or intermed during the course of the war.

Establizhed in Auguet 1942, ihe Minidoks Relocation Center, also known
ag the Hunt Site, was lossted on Federal lands in Jeroms County, in south
central Idaho, During its operation from Auwgust 1942 to October 1946, the
Eupularh:m raached a peak of 9,397 Japanese Americans from Washington
tata, Oregon, and Alasks. The Center Included over 33,000 acres of land
with adminkstrative and resldential facilities located on approcdmately 850
acres. The Canter had more than 6800 boildings incloding administrative,
religious, residential, educational, mess, medical, manufscturing, warehowss,
security, and other sirectures.

Living conditions at Minldoks and the other centers were harsh. Internees
wapa housed in crude barracks and cramped tars, and they shared
commumnal facilities. nbernees engaged in irrigated agriculiure, livestock pro-
duction, and light manufacturing o produce f and parments for the
camp. Approximately 1,000 internecs from Minidoka served in the 115,
military. Fifty-four Japaness American serviceman from Minidoka ware killed
kn action,

Section 2 of the Act of June & 1006 (34 St 225, 16 US.C. 431), anthorizes
the President, in his discretion, o declare by public proclamation hisioric
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Fanderarks, historic and prehistoric strocfures, and cilver chjects of histori:
of acianlilic intamal bl s d@lualed wpon lasds e or costeallied By
th Goversmsst of the United Stais 10 be nabions] monussents, asd o
[E=aFVE {s A thoreod pancels of lands. tho limis of which o all ceses
ghall be ned #o the smallest ares compatible with the proper care
and mansgement of the chjscs to ks protecied.

WHEREAS i appears that it woald be im the peblic inberest o reserve
much lamds as o natlonal monument 1o be known as the Minidoka Internment
Pational Monussent:

MY, THEREFORE, 1, WILLLAM | CLINTOM. Presidont of the Unfind Stabes
of Amerim, by the suthority vested inm me by section 2 of the Aot of
June B, 1006 [24 Sisf, 225, USC 4010 do poclaim that there are heeoby
il apart and raserved @ the Minideka Inlemssenl Malional Manuman
fior thee purpose of Eﬂ.ﬂulnﬂ tha Bistoric struciures asd objects of historsc
Imterest contalmed thereln, all lands amd Enlereste o lands owned or oon-
trolbed by the United Sties within the boundaries of the ares desoribed
oy the map antitled “Minidoks Intemanent Mations] Monussent™ atsched
b and Sormbng a pert of this proclamation. The Fedeml lands and imensis
in lamd meserved oonsist of approcdmately 72.75 aores, which 1= the smallast
ares compalible with the proper care and mansgement of the structures
and objects o be protecied.

All Federad lands and interests in lands within the boundaries of this mon-
mant are hershy appropristed smd wilthdrawn from all foems of enbry, 1om-
Hon, selection, wle, or keasing or other disgposstion under the pablic Lond
af oilsar Fadoral kws, Enchudisg bt met Emited o witksdrowal fom bocstion,
uniry, and patent under the mining lows, and from dispositbcn ander all

lawes relating 1o mimeral and geothermal leasing.

Thi Secratary of the Inbarior, E!uu.uﬂ 1 lagal authoritie:, shall m
the monamesd amd shall trensler sdminisimtion of the mosument o
Plational Park Service b implamesd the purposes of this proslemation,

Tao marry ot the purposes of this proclsmation snd to inberpret the redocation
and internment of o Americans during World War [ the Secmiary
of the Intariar, the Mational Park Servics, shall pregare o masagemen|
el For the monament within 3 e of this dite

Thi=s proclamation doss not ressrve waler 3= 5 matter of Fedoral law mor
rolimquish any water righta held by the Fedeml Goversonent eisting on
this dain. The Secretery shall week with apgropeiain Staie authoriiies s
nsure that amy water resounces neded for monwment purposos am availabile.

Tha rtablishmant of this msnames & 1 valid axisting righis,
providad that i this o] smmation intarfere with the operstion
anid malptemance of the Northside Canall 1o the mtend that any such activites.
that ar nol valikd existing rights. am consistesd with the purposes of the
przlamation.

Mothimg in this proclamation shall be deemed fo snlarge or diminish the
righte of any Indism tribe,

Mothing in this procdamation shall be desmed 1o revoke any exdsting with-
dirmwnl, reservation. or approprintion: howeer the paliomal mosumest shall
b tha demminant pessrvlion.,

Wamming is herehy given to all unauthorized persons Dot o uppmgrllh.
mjure, o or remown amy febwre of this monument and not 1o
o el upon sy of tha lasds thamal,

B WITHESS WHEREOQF. 1 have bersunio ssi my hand this seventesnih
day of Jasmary, in the yoar of our Lord teg thousand ces, and aof the

Frcdural Registar i Vol, 86, Mo, 147 Mondey, Jnuary 22, 2000 Prasidmtial Doecumimts

T30

Indupendence of the Lnibed Statns of America the two bandeesd aml tvesty-

Finh,

oy wwie J0m-T1-F
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Appendix B:

Record of Decision,
Minidoka
Internment National
Monument General
Management Plan
and Final
Environmental
Impact Statement

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

MNATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECORD OF DECISION

GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Minidoka Internment National Monument

Jerome County, Idaho

INTRODUCTION

The Department of the Interior, Mational Park Service (NPS), has prepared this Record of Decision
(ROD) on the dbbreviated Final General Management Plan and Environnmental Impict Statement for
Minidoka Internment National Menument, Idaho. This ROD includes a statement of the decision made,
synopses of other alternatives considered, the basis for the decision, 2 desenption of the environmentally
prefered alternative, a discussion of impairment of resources or values, a listing of measures (o mimmize

environmental harm, and an overview of public invalvement in the decision-making process.

DECISION (SELECTED ACTION)

The Mational Park Service will implement the preferred alternative (alternative C) as deseribed in the
Abbreviated Final General Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement 1ssued in June 2006,
The selected action is largely unchanged from the preferred alternative as presented in the deaft GMP/EIS.
It emphasizes on-sile education and interpretation and the extensive treatment and use of cultural

respurces in tellmg the Mimidoka story, On-site education and interpretatson will be accomplished through
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a wide range of visitor experiences, includng immersion into the histone scene, mteraction with a variery
of educational and interpretive media and personal services, and participation in creative and self directed
activities. Dff-site visitor education and interpretation will be conducted through diverse programs
developed in cooperation with partners, including school districts, museums, and educational and legacy

organizations and institutions.

The selected action will use various preservation techniques to protect and enhance historic resources,
such as delineation, stabilization, restoration, rehabilitation, and limited reconstrection. These historic
respurces will be used for interpretive purposes to accurately and authentically convey the history and
significance of the national monument. The establishment of one complete barracks block exhibit in its
original location and contiguration will be the comerstene of interpretive services and facilities at the
national monwment, essential for understanding and appreciation of the incarceration experience and the
significance of the national monument. A visitor contact facility and maintenance area will be developed

by adaptively rewsing existing historic buildings. There will be minimal new development.

The selecied action requires Congressional legislation to authonize a boundary adjustment to melude areas
where barracks historcally stood in arder to reestablish a complete residential block in an original historic
location. Additionally, the NPS will request congressional legislation to transfer the historic Minidoka
Relocation Center landfil), located 1 mile north of the national monument, from the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) to the NPS and transfer of 10.1% acres of historic lands from the Bureau of
Reclamation (BOR) to the NPS. Under the selected action, the NPS will recommend a name change to

Minidoka National Historic Site, to be more reflective of its histonc value.

Future construction projects, such as development of visitor contact facilities or adaptive re-use of histone
structures and other implementation-level projects envisioned under the selected action, may require site-

specific design and analysie. Such future plans and actions will be subjeet to the requirements of the

Mational Environmental Policy Act and may require additional, more-detailed environmental analysis at
the time they are proposed. As provided by the Council on Environmental Quality regulations, any NEPA
document produced fior these efforts will be “bered” or procedurally connected to this EIS. These

analyscs will also include additional epportunitics for public review and involvement.

OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

Three other alternatives for managing Minidoka Intermment National Monument were evaluated in the
draft and final environmental impact statements. Alternative A, the “no action” alternative, is the baseline
for evaluating and comparing the changes and impacts of the three “action” alternatives. The “no action™
alternative would continue current management practices, maintaming general manegement puidance for
incremental and minimal changes in operations, staffing, visitor services, and facilities to accommodate
vigitors. While the historic resources of the site would continue to be protected, only minor additional site

wink would be anticipated.

Alternative B emphagizes the development and exiensive use of outregch and partnerships to assist NFS
stafll in telling the Minidoka story to the American people. Off zite visitor education and interpretation
would be conducted through diverse comprehensive programs developed in cooperation with partners,
including school districts, museums, and educational and legacy organizations and mstitutions.
Alternative B would focus on identifving off site facilities for education and infterpretation with minimal
new development at the national monument site. Historie structures would be adaptively reused for visitor
and monument funetions and for minimal administratrve and operational needs. Key historic features
would be delineated, restored, or rehabilitated. On site education and interpretation would be

accomplished through a range of self exploratory visitar experiences.

Alternative D identifies several actions that would focus on education and interpretation on site,

specifically through the development of new visitor facilies. The east end site would be used to develop
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new facilities and to provide space for 8 new visitor center, education and research functions, along with a
new lssei memorial. On site education and interpretation would be accomplished throngh a wide range of
visitor expenences, including interaction with & variety of educational and interpretive media,
participation in creative and self guided activities, and limited access of the historic scene, Visitor
education programs, adaptive use of historic structures for park wse, and the establishment of formal
parmerships for education and autreach purposes would complement the new construction. Altemative D
would foeus on sound cultural resource management through preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, and
reconstruction of certain histonc features. Several actions would provide far the protection and
enhancement of natural and scenic resources. Other actions would cstablish administrative and
operational capabilities in termes of cilites and staffing, Most national monument stafT sctivities would
b on site o manage resources and provide for visioor understanding and appreciation of the national
monument. However, some off site educational programs would complement the on site programs

through parinerships.

BASIS FOR DECISION

The Organic Act established the National Park Service in order 1o “promote and regulate the nse of
parks._.." The Organic Act defined the purpose of the national parks as “to conserve the scenery and
natural and historic objects and wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such
manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.” The

Organic Act provides overzll guidance for the management of Mmidoka Internment Mational Monument.

In reaching its decision to select the preferred alternative, the National Park Service considered the
purposes for which Minidoka Internment National Monument was established, and other laws and
policics that apply to lands in the national monument, mecluding the Organic Act, Mational Environmental
Policy Act, and the NPS Management Policies. The National Park Service also sought and carefully

considered the public’s comments during the extensive planning process.

2X6  Minidoka Internment National Monument General Management Plan

Aldl of the alternatives were evaluated with a varety of criteria and congiderations to determine which
management alternaiive could provide the greatest advantages o the public and to the NPS. Alternatives
were evaluated o determine how well they:

®  support the national monument’s purpose, significanee, and desired future conditions

*  maximize education and interpretation of the national monument’s interpretive themes

*  maximize protection of cultural and natural resourees

« provide a high quality visitor experience

s maximize pannership opportunitics

o develop efficient operations

*  linut cffects on the national monument's neighbors and local community

* gttain the public’s vision for the national monument

Compared w all of the altematives considered for management of the monument, the preferred alermative
(selected action) best represents broad public sentiments about the future of Mimidoka, with an emphasis
on ¢ducation and interpretation, cultural resource and site protection, visitor use, and partnerships and
outreach. A core component and distinguishing feature of the selected action, restoration of a complete
biock of residential barracks, will fulfill broad public opinions about the need to sccurately depict the
experiences of some 13,000 internees who were incarcerated at Minidoka. A restored barracks block will
provide highly effective interpretive and educational opportunities focused on the historic character of the
site, while remaining more cost effective than constructing a new visitor center that would introduce a

discordant modern structure onto the landscape, as envisioned under alternative D.

Adaptive use of the barracks will enable a varety of interpretive, educational, administrative, and

operational functions for the park, while prowviding necessary flexibility in the ultimate use of each



building, Structures will be adaptively used and renovated az public use demands and as funds become
available. Thus, the selected nction provides greater flexibility in meeting both the public's desires and

the NP5’ needs for management of the monument than any of the other aliematives,

The selected action will also greatly focus efforts on the educational purpose of the monument, educatmg
the public about Minidoka and the internment and incarceration of Mikkei (Japanese American citizens
and legal resident aliens of Japanese ancestry). This will be done both through on-site interpretive exhibits
of the histonic landscape (such as reconstruction of the honor roll, guard tower, flagpole, and barbed wire
fence) and the experiences of the intemees (oral histories, for example) as well as through off-site
interpretive programs, outreach, and exhibits in partnership with other organizations, Thus, more than any
of the other alternatives, the selected action provides education and interpretation using the advantage of

off-site cooperative efforts and the power of the site nsell

In addition, the selected action 15 umgue m that if proposes Congressional lemslation to authorize a
boundary expansion to include areas where barracks historically stood in order to reestablish & complete
residential block. This area also includes the “Farm-in-a-Day” project, which may be eligible for the
Marional Register of Historic Places and represents an mportant connection between the Mimidoka
Relocation Center, how the land parcels were distributed following the decommissioning of the camp, and
the development of agniculture m southern ldaho. The selected action will also recommend Congressional
legislation to transfer the historic Minidoka landfill site from the BLM to the NPS for inclusion in the

monument and transfer of 10,18 acres of histonic lands from the BOR to the NPS.

The selected action responds o concerns about how the national monument would impact the local
community and agricutiural and commercial vehicular t:afﬁc on Hunt Road. The NPS will work with
neighboring landowners and the Hillsdale Highway Distriet to develop recommendations that will address

concemns about the national monument's impacts on local traffic and concemns about visitor safety. This

transportation study will analyze existing roads, access, and safety issues related to the national
monument end propose alternative management strategies for transportation and circulation, It may also
consider the feasibihty of rerouling the section of Hunt Road that traverses the national monument.
Finally, the selected action provides this full range of measures in a manner that is cost-cffective for the
public and the NFS.

ENVIRONMENTALLY FREFERRED ALTERNATIVE
Records of decision are required under Couneil on Environmental Quality regulations 1o identify the
environmentally preferred alternative. Environmentally preferred is defined az “the alfernative that will
promote the national environmental policy as expressed m §101 of the National Emvironmental Policy
Act. Scction 101 states that *. it is the continuing responsibility of the Federal Government to. ..
(1) fulfill the responsibilities of each peneration as trustee of the environment for succeeding
generations;
(2) assure for all Amernicans safe, healthful, productive, and aestbencally and culurally pleasing
surroundings;
(3) attam the widest range of beneficial uses of the environment without degradation, risk 1o health or
safety, or other undesirable and unintended consequences;
{4) preserve important historic, cultural, and natural aspects of our national heritage, and maintzin,
wherever possible, an environment which supports diversity and variety of individual choice;
(5) schieve a balance between population and resource use which will permut hagh standerds of hving
and a wide sharing of life's amenities; and
{6) enhance the quality of renewable resources and approach the maximum attainable recyeling of

depletable resources.”

The “environmentally preferred’” alternative is the NPS selected action {alternative C in the Minidoka

Tnternment National Monument Abbreviated Final General Management Mlan and Environmental Impact
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Statement), The selected action provides management strategies that are environmentally responsible,
ensuring that future generations will be able io enjoy its resources. This alternative will create
opportunities for 2 wide range of visitor expericnces and avenues for learming abowt the interpretive
themes, both on-site and off-site. Appropriate cultural landscape treatments will enhance, rather than
degrade, the cultural resources for both long-term historic preservation and visitor understanding and
appreciation. The addition of lands directly associated with the national monument's cultural landscape
will ensure the preservation of essential cultural resources related to the national monument’s history.
This action will also provide research, educational, and visitor use opportunities. The selected action will
sdaptively rehabilitate historic buildings and landscape features for visitor use, minimizing new
construction throughout the site, This aliernative will ensure restoration and revegetation of disturbed
areas, removal of invading nonnative plants, and reestablishment of native vegetation and wildlife habitar,
weed management, and on-site protection of natural resources, Thus, the selected action will satisfy ali six

metional goals to a high degree.

The selecied action surpasses the other allermatives in realizing the full range of national environmenial
policy goals in section 101. By continuwing existing courses of action, the no-action alternative would
effectively limit resource preservation efforts, provide only bare minmmum vigitor services, and could
ereate potential risks on the site. Protecting and preserving the national monument's resources could not
be sustained over the long term if management and funding continued at curvent levels. Additionally, the
WS could not provide adequate education and interpretation of the history and sigmificance of the
national monument to the American people. Therefore, the no-action alternative would not fulfill any of

the goals listed above.

Alternative B, which focuses on outreach, resource protection, and minimal new construction, would
fulfill national environmental goals 1 and 2 to a ugh degres. Allernatve B would ensure preservation of

cultural and natural resources on the site and limit new construction, as well as educate the Amernican
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people about the national monument's interpretive themes. However, the focus on outreach and education
at off-site locations would not provide a wide range of beneficial uses on the national monument site.
While resources would be preserved, only minimal preservation trestments would be emploved, thereby
limiting the public’s use, understanding, and appreciation of the site’s resources, Although visitor
facilities would adaptively rehabilitate historic buildings and landscape features, the quantity and quality
of visitor services would not promate a wide range of visitor experiences. Thus, alternative B would

fulfill goals 3, 4, 5, and 6 to only a satisfactory level.

Alternative D, which emphasizes on-site education and interpretation through new facilities, would fulfill
many of the national environmental goals to a high degree, including goals 1, 2, 4, and 6, Successive
generations would benefit from the preservation and enhancement of the cultural resources on-site.
Appropriste cultural landscape treatments would enhance, rather than degrade, the cultural resources for
hoth long-term historic preservation and visitor understanding. Altemative D would create oppormumities
for learmng about the interpretrve themes, both onsite and off-site. This alternative would also ensure
restoration and revegetation of disturbed areas, removal of invading nonnative plants, reestablishment of
native vegetation and wildlife habitat, weed management, and on-site protection of natural resources,
However, compared with the selected action, altemative D does not propose to add historic lands nor does
it relocate 3 historic barracks block, theretry limiting the extent of cultural resource preservation and
educational and interpretive opportunities in an authentic seting. Alternative D's focus on new facilities
would hkely be incongruous with the histonc scene and would make it the most costhy altemnative to

implement. Therefore, altemative D would fulfill goals 3 and 5 bn.un.ly o satisfectory level.

FINDINGS ON IMPAIRMENT OF PARK RESOURCES AND VALUES
The National Park Service may not allow the impairment of park resources and values unless directly and
spegifically provided for by legislation or proclamation establishing the park. Impaimeent that is

prohibited by the NPS Organic Act and the General Authorities Act is an impact that, in the professional



judgment of the responsible NPS manager, would harm the integrity of park resources or values,
including the opportunities that otherwise would be present for the enjovment of those resources or
values. In determinmg whether an impairment would oceur, park managers examine the duration, severity
and magnitude of the impact; the resources and values affected; and direct, indirect, and cumulative
effects of the action, According to MPS policy, “An impact would be more likely to constitute an
impairment to the extent that it affects a resource or value whose conservation is: a) Necessary to fulfill
specific purposes identified in the establishing legislation or proclamation of the park; b) Key to the
natural or ¢ultural integrity of the park or to opportunities for enjoyment of the park; or ¢) Identified as a

poal in the park’s general management plan or other relevant NPS planning documents.”

This policy does not prohibit all impacts to park resources and values. The Mational Park Service has the
discretion to allow impacts to park resources and values when necessary and appropriate to fulfill the
purposes of 8 park, so long as the impacts do not constinute an impairment. Moreover, an impact is less
likely to constitute an impamment if it is an unavoidable resalt, which cannot be further mitigated, of an

action necessary to preserve or restore the integrity of park resources or values.

After analyzing the environmental impacts described in l‘m,‘fbb;wimad Final General Managemeny Plan
and Environmerntal fmpact Statement and public comments received. the NP'S has determined that
implementation of the selected action will not constitute an impairment to Minidoka Internment National
Momument's resources and values. Provisions in the selected action are intended to protect and enhance
the monument’s cultural and natural resources, and provide for high-quality visitor experiences. Overall,
the selected action will have beneficial effects on such resources as historic buildings and structures,

archeological resources, cultural landscapes, vegetation, and wildlife habitat.

Mo mujor adverse impacts to the national monument's resources or the range of visitor experiences and no

irreversible commitmenis of resources are expected. While the selected action wall have some adverse

10

effects on the monument’s resources, most of these impacts will be site-specific, minor © moderate or
short-term impacts. None of the impacts of the selected action will adversely affest resources ar values to
a degree that will prevent the Mationzl Park Service from fulfilling the purposes of the national
monutment, threaten the natural integrity of the monument, or elimnate current or future opportunities for

people 10 enjoy the national monument.

MEASURES TO MINIMIZE ENVIRONMENTAL HARM

The National Park Service has investigated all practical measures 10 avoid of minimize environmental
impacts that could result from the selected action. Measures to avoid or minimize envirenmental harm
have been identified and incorporated mto the selected action as described in the Abbreviared Final
reneral Management Plan and Environmental fmpact Statement, Key measures to minimrze
environmental harm include: conducting surveys for archacological resources; siting projects and
facilities to avord urintended disturbance of cultural resources; designing additional project-speeific
mitigation measures for cultural regources n coordnation with the Adisory Council on Historie
Preservation and the Idaho State Historical Preservation Officer when appropriate; applving temporal and
spatial restrictions on construction and maintenance activities; monitoring constriction activities; when
possible, siting projects and facilities m previously disturbed locations; employing best management
practices to minimize impacts to soils and vegetation: restoring habitats using native plant materials,
where appropriate; weed control measures to minimize infroduction and spread of undesirable mvasive

species; and inventory and monitoring of natural and cultural resources.
FUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

The Mational Park Service provaded a number of opportunities for the public to participate in the

Minidoka Infemment National Monument general management planning process,
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Throughout the planning process the NPS has diligently engaged the public in the development of the
general management plan. Preceding the formal scoping process, the WPS staff in Idaho and Washington
conducted approxinmately 50 informational meetings about the national monument with potential
stukeholder groups, orpanizations, vanous governmental entitics, and individuals during the spring,
summer, end early fall of 2002 in Idaho, Washington, Oregon, and Alaska, The NPS conducted this extra
level of public mvolvement, reaching out to the geographically diverse communities of former internees
and therr farnilies, because they wanted to hear from the people that were the principal subjects of the

national monument. Approximately |00 people were contacted through this effort.

The first planning newsletier was sent to the public, and nine public workshops were held for scoping in
the fall of 2002. The newsleners were mailed to about 2,000 people, and an equal number were made
available through organizations, libraries, and other pubﬁl:.luc:ulmns. Following scoping, a second
newsletier was released to the public which summarized th_nla scoping comments that were received from
the 250 meeting participants and from the approcumetely 225 written responses. In summer 2003, & third
newsletter was scnt to the public, and eleven public warkshops were held in Idaho, Orcgon, and
Washingion to discuss the draft alternatives and solicit additional concerns and preferences to help refine

the draft alternatives and wentify a preferred alternative,

The Minidoka Internment National Monument Draft General Management Plan and Environmental
Impact Statement document was released to the public in June, 2005. The Environmental Protection
Agency published the notice of availability m the Federal Register on July 1, 2005. The NP5 mailed
approximately 900 draft GMP/EIS documents to agencies, organizations, and the public, invitmg
comments on the plan. The draft GMP/EIS was posted for public review on the NPS Planning,
Envitonment and Public Comment website, and the document was available at libraries in Idaha,
Washingion, and Orepgon. A fourth newslenter summarizing the drafi GMP/EIS was produced and mailed

to approximately 2,600 individuals. Another 2, (400 newsletiers were senl in packets (o of ganizations,
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libraries, and public locations in the west and to stakeholder groups throughout the U.S. The newsletter

provided an overview of the planning process and the four alternatives, it announced the schedule of

public meetings, and it asked for comments on the drafl.

The NP5 held ten public meetings in ldaho, Washington, Oregon, and California in July and August 2005
to provide the public with an oppartunity to learn about the draft GMPYEIS and to offer comments, A total
of 213 people attended these meetings, In addition, the NP5 recerved a total of 1539 written responsss in
the form of letters, e-mails, newsletter response forms, and web comments during the public comment
period, which formally closed on September 19, 2005, All written comrespondence and notes from public
meelings are maintained in the adminisrative record, for both the stoping phasc and in response to the
Draft EI5. After carefully considering the public comments received on the Draft General Management
Plan and Environmental Impact Statement, the NPS concluded that only minimal changes to the draft
GMP/EIS were necessary (and these were of mmor nature and confined prinsarily to factual comections
which did not modify the original analysis). Therefore, an abbreviated formai to the final GMP/ELS was
used, in compliance with the Couneil on Environmental Quality’s regulations for implementing the
Mational Environmental Policy Act (40 CFR 1503.4[c]). The notice of availability for the final
environmental impact statement was published in the July 28, 2006 Federal Register. The 30-day “no

action” period ended on August 27, 2006.

Durng the planning process, the NPS consulted with various tribal, federal, state, and local government
agencics. Although the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes were consulted for this project, no formal response has
been received by the NP8, Correspondence with the US Fish and Wildlife Service determined that no
threatened or endangered species or their eritical habitats are present in the area. The Service agreed that
further consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act was not needed for this project. As
the national monument mvolves the G-aete entrance area listed on the National Register of Historic Places

as well as stakeholders and related sites in neighborng states, the State Historic Preservation Offices n
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Idaho, Washington, and Oregon, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation were all consulted
during preparation of the GMP/EIS. The NPS also consulted with Jerome County Planning and Zoning,
and will continue 1o collaborate with Jerome County to initiate a request for the inclusion of Minidoka

Internment National Monument lands into the Jerome County Preservetion Zone.

Organtzations engaged in the development of the peneral management plan mclude the Japanese
American Citizens League, Jerome County Historical Society, Hagerman Fossil Couneil, Friends of
Minidoka, Wing Luke Asian Muscum, Misci Veterans, South Central Idaho Tourism and Recreation
Development Association, Oregon Mikkei Legacy Center, Densho Project, Japancse American Mational

Museum, Japanese American Historical Society, and [daho State Historical Society,
Throughout the planning process, the public’s comments and recommendations have provided the
foundation for the new GMP, represented in the national momument’s purpose, significance, interpretive

themes, alternatives, and particularly as incorporated in the sclooted action.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS NOT INCLUDED IN THE FINAL EIS

The Conservation Fund and The Friends of Mimdoka conducted a real estale appraisal on the Farm-In-A-

Dhay property, which determined the fair market value of the 1 2B-scre parcel adjoining the national
monument. On June 19, 2006, The Conservatson Fund purchased the property from the owner. The
property will be held by The Conservation Fund and mansged under a cooperative agreement with The

Friends of Minidoka to benefit Minidoka Intemment National Monument according to the management

elements defined i the Fmal General Management Plan. The long term strategy is that The Conservation

Fund and The Friends of Mimdoka would hold and manage the property until such time as Congress may

authorize a boundary expansion for the national monument that would melude the 128-acre parcel. Upon
such authority for a boundary expansion, NPS would pursue options to purchase all, or a portion of the

Farm-In-A-Day property, m accordance with legislative authorization.
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In 2002, the WPS was dirccted by Congress to conduct a study of aliernatives for the long-term
management and public use of the Bainbridge Island Japanese American Memarial in Kitsap County,
WA The law directed that a special resource study be conducted to exarmine the national significance of
the site of the Eagledale Ferry Dock, and the suitability and feasibility of designating it a¢ a unit of the
National Park Systemn. The final study report, which was transmitted to Congress in May, 20086,
recommends the addition of the Bainbridge Island, Nidoto Nai Yo Memonal to Mimdoka Internment
Mational Monument as a satellite site, rather than as a separate new unit of the Mational Park System. Any
action taken by Congress as a resull of the study findings that would affect Minidoka Internment National

Monument might require an amendment to Minidoka's general management plan.

Ot July 17, 2006, Congressman Jay Inslee (D) WA, and Congressman Mike Simpson (R} D introduced
a bill, HE. 5817, to adjust the houndary of Minidoka Internment Mational Monument to include the
Midoto Nai Yoni Memorial, This B-acre site, owned by the City of Bambridge Island, would thus be a unit
of Minidoka Internment Mational Monument, manapged under a formal Agreement with the City of
Banbridge Island, the Bambridge Island Metropolitan Park Recreational District, the Bainbridge Island
Japanese American Community Memorial Commitiee, and the Bainbndge Island Historical Society.
Minidoka Internment Mational Momument would have primary responsibility to develop imterpretive and
educational materials and programs in cooperation with the above pariners and with Manzanar National
Historic Site, California.

On December 16, 2005, Senator Mike Crapo (R) ID and Senator Lamry Craig (R) ID introduced a Bill,
5. 2129, which would transfer two parcels of Burean of Reclamation tands, a total of 10,18 acres, to the
NP3 to be managed as part of Minidoks Internment National Mooument. On June 21, 2006, Congressman

Mike Simpson (R) ID inroduced H.R. 5665 in the House which 1s identical 1o 5. 2129,
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CONCLUSION

Among the alternatives considered, the selected action best protects monument resources while also
providing highly effective educational and interpretive visitor experiences focused on Minidoka's histonc
significance, meets NP8 goals for managimg the national monument, and meets national environmental
policy goals. The selected action will not result in the impairment of the monument's resources and

volues. The official primarily responsible for implementing the new GMP is the Superintendent,
Minidoka Internment National Monument.

Doate: j}hl &
Approved: _ CEEMG“-B:

[ Jonathfin B. Jarvis

Regional Director, Pacific West Region, National Park Service
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