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Project Information

Project summary:

The National Park Service (NPS), in collaboration with the World War I Centennial Commission (WWICC), has submitted concept plans for the National World War I
Memorial, to be located at Pershing Park in northwest Washington, DC. The WWICC is project sponsor of the Memorial and was established by the World War I
Centennial Commission Act, in accordance with Public Law 112-272. WWICC is responsible for planning, developing, and executing programs, projects, and activities to
commemorate the centennial of World War I.

Title 30, Section 3091 of the National Defense Authorization Act of 2015 (Pub. Law 113-291) designates Pershing Park in the District of Columbia, along with the Liberty
Memorial in Kansas City, as national World War I memorials. The Act further authorizes the WWICC to honor the service of members of the United States armed forces in
World War I by enhancing Pershing Park with new sculptural and other commemorative elements, including landscaping. The project site is bounded by Pennsylvania
Avenues North and South, and 14th and 15th Streets, NW. The Commerce Building is located to the south, the Sherman Memorial to the west, the Willard Hotel to the
north, and Freedom Plaza to the east. The existing park was designed by M. Paul Friedberg, and includes a central, sunken plaza with water feature, raised berms and
landscaping designed by Oehme Van Sweden. A gazebo, granite steps and seating can also be found on the site. A memorial to General Pershing, including a statue and
walls, is located on the east side of the site. The fountain and water feature currently do not operate.

A open design competition resulted in five finalists, from which the winner – “The Weight of Sacrifice” - was selected in January 2016. Since that time, the sponsor has
continued to develop the proposal. In addition, a Determination of Eligibility was completed for Pershing Park which found the site individually eligible for the National
Register. The project design seeks to combine commemorative elements with an urban park, while considering the existing and contributing elements of Pershing Park.
NCPC reviewed and commented on concept plans at the November 2016 meeting. The concept has since been revised.

Commission meeting date: July 13, 2017

NCPC review authority: Commemorative Works Act (40 U.S.C. 8905) & Public Law 113-291

Applicant request: Concept Review

Delegated / consent / open / executive session: Open Session

NCPC Review Officer: M. Flis

NCPC File number: 7682
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Project Location
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Project Site
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Pennsylvania Avenue Context
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Pennsylvania Avenue Viewshed
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions



11

Existing Conditions
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Pershing Park
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Site Analysis
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Initial Concept Design
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October 2016 Concept Design
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October 2016 Concept Design
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NCPC Comments – November 2016
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Site Context
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Existing Park Analysis



20

Existing Park Analysis
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Memorial Analysis



22

Revised Concept
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Proposed Sculpture
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Revised Concept – View looking West
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Revised Concept – Water Features
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Revised Concept – Pool Treatment



27

Pool & Plaza Concept – Modifications to Existing Park
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Revised Concept – Modifications to Existing Fabric
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Concept Development - Overview
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Concept Development – Preservation and Commemoration
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Concept Comparison - Sections
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Concept Comparison - Sections
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Revised Concept – View looking East
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