L76-GLAC-03-019
Dear Friends:

Enclosed is Glacier National Park’s Environmental Assessment (EA) to grant temporary motorized access to the owners of a small parcel of private property on Snyder Ridge. Two private landowners, with joint ownership, have been in consultation with the Superintendent at Glacier National Park since 1998 requesting permission for motorized access across park lands. They would like to transport building materials to their lot that lies above the Going-to-the-Sun Road near Lake McDonald for constructing a non-residential structure (storage shed). Although these property owners have deeded road access from the Going-to-the-Sun Road up to their lot, a road has never been built. 

An EA and a Finding-of-No-Significant Impact (FONSI) were completed for this project in 2004. The Preferred Alternative identified in the original EA and approved in the FONSI was for Glacier National Park to construct an access path across federal land to allow the landowners to temporarily transport building materials to their property. In exchange, the landowners would agree to permanently transfer their deeded road access rights to the National Park Service. Upon further consideration, and after completion of the EA and FONSI, the landowners decided it was not in their best interest to permanently transfer their road access rights. 

The owner’s request continues to be to transport material, on a temporary access path, by motorized All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). The path would be traversed by ATV for one year, after which it would be rehabilitated, and the landowners would use the path to access the property only on foot. They are also requesting to use and park on an administrative road near their property. Authorization for these uses would be under two separate Special Use Permits: 1) for transport of material that would expire after one year and 2) a five-year permit to park on the administrative road. The owners have proposed that under the terms of the access and parking special use permit, they would agree not to exercise their deeded road access rights while the special use permit is in effect. This EA has been prepared to describe the project and assess the impacts of both motorized access on a temporary path and the potential impacts of a permanent road to the site. Alternatives considered in this EA are:  (1) issuance of two Special Use Permits to transport building materials and park on an administrative road (the preferred alternative), and (2) no action which could result in construction of a road to the site. 

Comments on this environmental assessment (EA) can be provided directly through the Park’s planning website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkId=61) by selecting this project. Or write to: Superintendent, Glacier National Park, Attn: Snyder Ridge EA, West Glacier, Montana 59936. This EA will be on public review for 30 days. Please provide comments by October 6, 2006. Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.

Thank you very much for your continued support and interest in Glacier National Park. 

Sincerely,

Michael O. Holm
Superintendent
L76-GLAC-03-019
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Mark Wilson, Field Supervisor

100 North Park Avenue, Suite 320

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Mr. Wilson:

Enclosed is Glacier National Park’s Environmental Assessment (EA) to grant temporary motorized access to the owners of a small parcel of private property on Snyder Ridge. Two private landowners, with joint ownership, have been in consultation with the Superintendent at Glacier National Park since 1998 requesting permission for motorized access across park lands. They would like to transport building materials to their lot that lies above the Going-to-the-Sun Road near Lake McDonald for constructing a non-residential structure (storage shed). Although these property owners have deeded road access from the Going-to-the-Sun Road up to their lot, a road has never been built. 

An EA and a Finding-of-No-Significant Impact (FONSI) were completed for this project in 2004. The Preferred Alternative identified in the original EA and approved in the FONSI was for Glacier National Park to construct an access path across federal land to allow the landowners to temporarily transport building materials to their property. In exchange, the landowners would agree to permanently transfer their deeded road access rights to the National Park Service. Upon further consideration, and after completion of the EA and FONSI, the landowners decided it was not in their best interest to permanently transfer their road access rights. 

The owner’s request continues to be to transport material, on a temporary access path, by motorized All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). The path would be traversed by ATV for one year, after which it would be rehabilitated, and the landowners would use the path to access the property only on foot. They are also requesting to use and park on an administrative road near their property. Authorization for these uses would be under two separate Special Use Permits: 1) for transport of material that would expire after one year and 2) a five-year permit to park on the administrative road. The owners have proposed that under the terms of the access and parking special use permit, they would agree not to exercise their deeded road access rights while the special use permit is in effect. This EA has been prepared to describe the project and assess the impacts of both motorized access on a temporary path and the potential impacts of a permanent road to the site. Alternatives considered in this EA are:  (1) issuance of two Special Use Permits to transport building materials and park on an administrative road (the preferred alternative), and (2) no action which could result in construction of a road to the site. 

Comments on this environmental assessment (EA) can be provided directly through the Park’s planning website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkId=61) by selecting this project. Or write to: Superintendent, Glacier National Park, Attn: Snyder Ridge EA, West Glacier, Montana 59936. This EA will be on public review for 30 days. Please provide comments by October 6, 2006. Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.

Thank you very much for your continued support and interest in Glacier National Park. 

Sincerely,

Michael O. Holm
Superintendent
cc: Tim Bodurtha, Ben Conard, USFWS, 780 Creston Hatchery Road, Kalispell, Montana
     59901

L76-GLAC-03-019
Montana Department of Environmental Quality

Board of Environmental Review

1520 East 6th Avenue

PO Box 200901

Helena, Montana 59620-0901

Dear Chairman:

Enclosed is Glacier National Park’s Environmental Assessment (EA) to grant temporary motorized access to the owners of a small parcel of private property on Snyder Ridge. Two private landowners, with joint ownership, have been in consultation with the Superintendent at Glacier National Park since 1998 requesting permission for motorized access across park lands. They would like to transport building materials to their lot that lies above the Going-to-the-Sun Road near Lake McDonald for constructing a non-residential structure (storage shed). Although these property owners have deeded road access from the Going-to-the-Sun Road up to their lot, a road has never been built. 

An EA and a Finding-of-No-Significant Impact (FONSI) were completed for this project in 2004. The Preferred Alternative identified in the original EA and approved in the FONSI was for Glacier National Park to construct an access path across federal land to allow the landowners to temporarily transport building materials to their property. In exchange, the landowners would agree to permanently transfer their deeded road access rights to the National Park Service. Upon further consideration, and after completion of the EA and FONSI, the landowners decided it was not in their best interest to permanently transfer their road access rights. 

The owner’s request continues to be to transport material, on a temporary access path, by motorized All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). The path would be traversed by ATV for one year, after which it would be rehabilitated, and the landowners would use the path to access the property only on foot. They are also requesting to use and park on an administrative road near their property. Authorization for these uses would be under two separate Special Use Permits: 1) for transport of material that would expire after one year and 2) a five-year permit to park on the administrative road. The owners have proposed that under the terms of the access and parking special use permit, they would agree not to exercise their deeded road access rights while the special use permit is in effect. This EA has been prepared to describe the project and assess the impacts of both motorized access on a temporary path and the potential impacts of a permanent road to the site. Alternatives considered in this EA are:  (1) issuance of two Special Use Permits to transport building materials and park on an administrative road (the preferred alternative), and (2) no action which could result in construction of a road to the site. 

Comments on this environmental assessment (EA) can be provided directly through the Park’s planning website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkId=61) by selecting this project. Or write to: Superintendent, Glacier National Park, Attn: Snyder Ridge EA, West Glacier, Montana 59936. This EA will be on public review for 30 days. Please provide comments by October 6, 2006. Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.

Thank you very much for your continued support and interest in Glacier National Park. 

Sincerely,

Michael O. Holm
Superintendent
L76-GLAC-03-019
Mr. Bud Clinch, Director

MT Dept. of Natural Resources & Conservation

1625 11th Avenue

PO Box 201601

Helena, Montana 59620-1601

Dear Mr. Clinch:

Enclosed is Glacier National Park’s Environmental Assessment (EA) to grant temporary motorized access to the owners of a small parcel of private property on Snyder Ridge. Two private landowners, with joint ownership, have been in consultation with the Superintendent at Glacier National Park since 1998 requesting permission for motorized access across park lands. They would like to transport building materials to their lot that lies above the Going-to-the-Sun Road near Lake McDonald for constructing a non-residential structure (storage shed). Although these property owners have deeded road access from the Going-to-the-Sun Road up to their lot, a road has never been built. 

An EA and a Finding-of-No-Significant Impact (FONSI) were completed for this project in 2004. The Preferred Alternative identified in the original EA and approved in the FONSI was for Glacier National Park to construct an access path across federal land to allow the landowners to temporarily transport building materials to their property. In exchange, the landowners would agree to permanently transfer their deeded road access rights to the National Park Service. Upon further consideration, and after completion of the EA and FONSI, the landowners decided it was not in their best interest to permanently transfer their road access rights. 

The owner’s request continues to be to transport material, on a temporary access path, by motorized All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). The path would be traversed by ATV for one year, after which it would be rehabilitated, and the landowners would use the path to access the property only on foot. They are also requesting to use and park on an administrative road near their property. Authorization for these uses would be under two separate Special Use Permits: 1) for transport of material that would expire after one year and 2) a five-year permit to park on the administrative road. The owners have proposed that under the terms of the access and parking special use permit, they would agree not to exercise their deeded road access rights while the special use permit is in effect. This EA has been prepared to describe the project and assess the impacts of both motorized access on a temporary path and the potential impacts of a permanent road to the site. Alternatives considered in this EA are:  (1) issuance of two Special Use Permits to transport building materials and park on an administrative road (the preferred alternative), and (2) no action which could result in construction of a road to the site. 

Comments on this environmental assessment (EA) can be provided directly through the Park’s planning website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkId=61) by selecting this project. Or write to: Superintendent, Glacier National Park, Attn: Snyder Ridge EA, West Glacier, Montana 59936. This EA will be on public review for 30 days. Please provide comments by October 6, 2006. Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.

Thank you very much for your continued support and interest in Glacier National Park. 

Sincerely,

Michael O. Holm
Superintendent
L76-GLAC-03-019
Mr. Chris Smith

Montana Department Fish, Wildlife and Parks

1420 East 6th Avenue

PO Box 200701

Helena, Montana 59620-0701

Dear Mr. Smith:

Enclosed is Glacier National Park’s Environmental Assessment (EA) to grant temporary motorized access to the owners of a small parcel of private property on Snyder Ridge. Two private landowners, with joint ownership, have been in consultation with the Superintendent at Glacier National Park since 1998 requesting permission for motorized access across park lands. They would like to transport building materials to their lot that lies above the Going-to-the-Sun Road near Lake McDonald for constructing a non-residential structure (storage shed). Although these property owners have deeded road access from the Going-to-the-Sun Road up to their lot, a road has never been built. 

An EA and a Finding-of-No-Significant Impact (FONSI) were completed for this project in 2004. The Preferred Alternative identified in the original EA and approved in the FONSI was for Glacier National Park to construct an access path across federal land to allow the landowners to temporarily transport building materials to their property. In exchange, the landowners would agree to permanently transfer their deeded road access rights to the National Park Service. Upon further consideration, and after completion of the EA and FONSI, the landowners decided it was not in their best interest to permanently transfer their road access rights. 

The owner’s request continues to be to transport material, on a temporary access path, by motorized All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). The path would be traversed by ATV for one year, after which it would be rehabilitated, and the landowners would use the path to access the property only on foot. They are also requesting to use and park on an administrative road near their property. Authorization for these uses would be under two separate Special Use Permits: 1) for transport of material that would expire after one year and 2) a five-year permit to park on the administrative road. The owners have proposed that under the terms of the access and parking special use permit, they would agree not to exercise their deeded road access rights while the special use permit is in effect. This EA has been prepared to describe the project and assess the impacts of both motorized access on a temporary path and the potential impacts of a permanent road to the site. Alternatives considered in this EA are:  (1) issuance of two Special Use Permits to transport building materials and park on an administrative road (the preferred alternative), and (2) no action which could result in construction of a road to the site. 

Comments on this environmental assessment (EA) can be provided directly through the Park’s planning website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkId=61) by selecting this project. Or write to: Superintendent, Glacier National Park, Attn: Snyder Ridge EA, West Glacier, Montana 59936. This EA will be on public review for 30 days. Please provide comments by October 6, 2006. Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.

Thank you very much for your continued support and interest in Glacier National Park. 

Sincerely,

Michael O. Holm
Superintendent
L76-GLAC-03-019
The Honorable Max Baucus

United States Senate

511 Senate Hart Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Baucus:

Enclosed is Glacier National Park’s Environmental Assessment (EA) to grant temporary motorized access to the owners of a small parcel of private property on Snyder Ridge. Two private landowners, with joint ownership, have been in consultation with the Superintendent at Glacier National Park since 1998 requesting permission for motorized access across park lands. They would like to transport building materials to their lot that lies above the Going-to-the-Sun Road near Lake McDonald for constructing a non-residential structure (storage shed). Although these property owners have deeded road access from the Going-to-the-Sun Road up to their lot, a road has never been built. 

An EA and a Finding-of-No-Significant Impact (FONSI) were completed for this project in 2004. The Preferred Alternative identified in the original EA and approved in the FONSI was for Glacier National Park to construct an access path across federal land to allow the landowners to temporarily transport building materials to their property. In exchange, the landowners would agree to permanently transfer their deeded road access rights to the National Park Service. Upon further consideration, and after completion of the EA and FONSI, the landowners decided it was not in their best interest to permanently transfer their road access rights. 

The owner’s request continues to be to transport material, on a temporary access path, by motorized All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). The path would be traversed by ATV for one year, after which it would be rehabilitated, and the landowners would use the path to access the property only on foot. They are also requesting to use and park on an administrative road near their property. Authorization for these uses would be under two separate Special Use Permits: 1) for transport of material that would expire after one year and 2) a five-year permit to park on the administrative road. The owners have proposed that under the terms of the access and parking special use permit, they would agree not to exercise their deeded road access rights while the special use permit is in effect. This EA has been prepared to describe the project and assess the impacts of both motorized access on a temporary path and the potential impacts of a permanent road to the site. Alternatives considered in this EA are:  (1) issuance of two Special Use Permits to transport building materials and park on an administrative road (the preferred alternative), and (2) no action which could result in construction of a road to the site. 

Comments on this environmental assessment (EA) can be provided directly through the Park’s planning website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkId=61) by selecting this project. Or write to: Superintendent, Glacier National Park, Attn: Snyder Ridge EA, West Glacier, Montana 59936. This EA will be on public review for 30 days. Please provide comments by October 6, 2006. Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.

Thank you very much for your continued support and interest in Glacier National Park. 

Sincerely,

Michael O. Holm
Superintendent
L76-GLAC-03-019
The Honorable Conrad Burns

United States Senate

187 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510-2603

Dear Senator Burns:
Enclosed is Glacier National Park’s Environmental Assessment (EA) to grant temporary motorized access to the owners of a small parcel of private property on Snyder Ridge. Two private landowners, with joint ownership, have been in consultation with the Superintendent at Glacier National Park since 1998 requesting permission for motorized access across park lands. They would like to transport building materials to their lot that lies above the Going-to-the-Sun Road near Lake McDonald for constructing a non-residential structure (storage shed). Although these property owners have deeded road access from the Going-to-the-Sun Road up to their lot, a road has never been built. 

An EA and a Finding-of-No-Significant Impact (FONSI) were completed for this project in 2004. The Preferred Alternative identified in the original EA and approved in the FONSI was for Glacier National Park to construct an access path across federal land to allow the landowners to temporarily transport building materials to their property. In exchange, the landowners would agree to permanently transfer their deeded road access rights to the National Park Service. Upon further consideration, and after completion of the EA and FONSI, the landowners decided it was not in their best interest to permanently transfer their road access rights. 

The owner’s request continues to be to transport material, on a temporary access path, by motorized All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). The path would be traversed by ATV for one year, after which it would be rehabilitated, and the landowners would use the path to access the property only on foot. They are also requesting to use and park on an administrative road near their property. Authorization for these uses would be under two separate Special Use Permits: 1) for transport of material that would expire after one year and 2) a five-year permit to park on the administrative road. The owners have proposed that under the terms of the access and parking special use permit, they would agree not to exercise their deeded road access rights while the special use permit is in effect. This EA has been prepared to describe the project and assess the impacts of both motorized access on a temporary path and the potential impacts of a permanent road to the site. Alternatives considered in this EA are:  (1) issuance of two Special Use Permits to transport building materials and park on an administrative road (the preferred alternative), and (2) no action which could result in construction of a road to the site. 

Comments on this environmental assessment (EA) can be provided directly through the Park’s planning website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkId=61) by selecting this project. Or write to: Superintendent, Glacier National Park, Attn: Snyder Ridge EA, West Glacier, Montana 59936. This EA will be on public review for 30 days. Please provide comments by October 6, 2006. Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.

Thank you very much for your continued support and interest in Glacier National Park. 

Sincerely,

Michael O. Holm
Superintendent
L76-GLAC-03-019
The Honorable Dennis Rehberg

House of Representatives

516 Canon House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515-2601

Dear Representative Rehberg:
Enclosed is Glacier National Park’s Environmental Assessment (EA) to grant temporary motorized access to the owners of a small parcel of private property on Snyder Ridge. Two private landowners, with joint ownership, have been in consultation with the Superintendent at Glacier National Park since 1998 requesting permission for motorized access across park lands. They would like to transport building materials to their lot that lies above the Going-to-the-Sun Road near Lake McDonald for constructing a non-residential structure (storage shed). Although these property owners have deeded road access from the Going-to-the-Sun Road up to their lot, a road has never been built. 

An EA and a Finding-of-No-Significant Impact (FONSI) were completed for this project in 2004. The Preferred Alternative identified in the original EA and approved in the FONSI was for Glacier National Park to construct an access path across federal land to allow the landowners to temporarily transport building materials to their property. In exchange, the landowners would agree to permanently transfer their deeded road access rights to the National Park Service. Upon further consideration, and after completion of the EA and FONSI, the landowners decided it was not in their best interest to permanently transfer their road access rights. 

The owner’s request continues to be to transport material, on a temporary access path, by motorized All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). The path would be traversed by ATV for one year, after which it would be rehabilitated, and the landowners would use the path to access the property only on foot. They are also requesting to use and park on an administrative road near their property. Authorization for these uses would be under two separate Special Use Permits: 1) for transport of material that would expire after one year and 2) a five-year permit to park on the administrative road. The owners have proposed that under the terms of the access and parking special use permit, they would agree not to exercise their deeded road access rights while the special use permit is in effect. This EA has been prepared to describe the project and assess the impacts of both motorized access on a temporary path and the potential impacts of a permanent road to the site. Alternatives considered in this EA are:  (1) issuance of two Special Use Permits to transport building materials and park on an administrative road (the preferred alternative), and (2) no action which could result in construction of a road to the site. 

Comments on this environmental assessment (EA) can be provided directly through the Park’s planning website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkId=61) by selecting this project. Or write to: Superintendent, Glacier National Park, Attn: Snyder Ridge EA, West Glacier, Montana 59936. This EA will be on public review for 30 days. Please provide comments by October 6, 2006. Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.

Thank you very much for your continued support and interest in Glacier National Park. 

Sincerely,

Michael O. Holm
Superintendent
L76-GLAC-03-019
The Honorable Brian Schweitzer

Governor of Montana

P. O. Box 200801

Helena, Montana 59620-0801

Dear Governor Schweitzer:

Enclosed is Glacier National Park’s Environmental Assessment (EA) to grant temporary motorized access to the owners of a small parcel of private property on Snyder Ridge. Two private landowners, with joint ownership, have been in consultation with the Superintendent at Glacier National Park since 1998 requesting permission for motorized access across park lands. They would like to transport building materials to their lot that lies above the Going-to-the-Sun Road near Lake McDonald for constructing a non-residential structure (storage shed). Although these property owners have deeded road access from the Going-to-the-Sun Road up to their lot, a road has never been built. 

An EA and a Finding-of-No-Significant Impact (FONSI) were completed for this project in 2004. The Preferred Alternative identified in the original EA and approved in the FONSI was for Glacier National Park to construct an access path across federal land to allow the landowners to temporarily transport building materials to their property. In exchange, the landowners would agree to permanently transfer their deeded road access rights to the National Park Service. Upon further consideration, and after completion of the EA and FONSI, the landowners decided it was not in their best interest to permanently transfer their road access rights. 

The owner’s request continues to be to transport material, on a temporary access path, by motorized All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). The path would be traversed by ATV for one year, after which it would be rehabilitated, and the landowners would use the path to access the property only on foot. They are also requesting to use and park on an administrative road near their property. Authorization for these uses would be under two separate Special Use Permits: 1) for transport of material that would expire after one year and 2) a five-year permit to park on the administrative road. The owners have proposed that under the terms of the access and parking special use permit, they would agree not to exercise their deeded road access rights while the special use permit is in effect. This EA has been prepared to describe the project and assess the impacts of both motorized access on a temporary path and the potential impacts of a permanent road to the site. Alternatives considered in this EA are:  (1) issuance of two Special Use Permits to transport building materials and park on an administrative road (the preferred alternative), and (2) no action which could result in construction of a road to the site. 

Comments on this environmental assessment (EA) can be provided directly through the Park’s planning website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkId=61) by selecting this project. Or write to: Superintendent, Glacier National Park, Attn: Snyder Ridge EA, West Glacier, Montana 59936. This EA will be on public review for 30 days. Please provide comments by October 6, 2006. Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.

Thank you very much for your continued support and interest in Glacier National Park. 

Sincerely,

Michael O. Holm
Superintendent
L76-GLAC-03-019
The Honorable Ralph Klein

Premier of the Province of Alberta

307 Legislature Bldg. 10800-97 Ave.

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5K 2B7

Dear Premier Klein:
Enclosed is Glacier National Park’s Environmental Assessment (EA) to grant temporary motorized access to the owners of a small parcel of private property on Snyder Ridge. Two private landowners, with joint ownership, have been in consultation with the Superintendent at Glacier National Park since 1998 requesting permission for motorized access across park lands. They would like to transport building materials to their lot that lies above the Going-to-the-Sun Road near Lake McDonald for constructing a non-residential structure (storage shed). Although these property owners have deeded road access from the Going-to-the-Sun Road up to their lot, a road has never been built. 

An EA and a Finding-of-No-Significant Impact (FONSI) were completed for this project in 2004. The Preferred Alternative identified in the original EA and approved in the FONSI was for Glacier National Park to construct an access path across federal land to allow the landowners to temporarily transport building materials to their property. In exchange, the landowners would agree to permanently transfer their deeded road access rights to the National Park Service. Upon further consideration, and after completion of the EA and FONSI, the landowners decided it was not in their best interest to permanently transfer their road access rights. 

The owner’s request continues to be to transport material, on a temporary access path, by motorized All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). The path would be traversed by ATV for one year, after which it would be rehabilitated, and the landowners would use the path to access the property only on foot. They are also requesting to use and park on an administrative road near their property. Authorization for these uses would be under two separate Special Use Permits: 1) for transport of material that would expire after one year and 2) a five-year permit to park on the administrative road. The owners have proposed that under the terms of the access and parking special use permit, they would agree not to exercise their deeded road access rights while the special use permit is in effect. This EA has been prepared to describe the project and assess the impacts of both motorized access on a temporary path and the potential impacts of a permanent road to the site. Alternatives considered in this EA are:  (1) issuance of two Special Use Permits to transport building materials and park on an administrative road (the preferred alternative), and (2) no action which could result in construction of a road to the site. 

Comments on this environmental assessment (EA) can be provided directly through the Park’s planning website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkId=61) by selecting this project. Or write to: Superintendent, Glacier National Park, Attn: Snyder Ridge EA, West Glacier, Montana 59936. This EA will be on public review for 30 days. Please provide comments by October 6, 2006. Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.

Thank you very much for your continued support and interest in Glacier National Park. 

Sincerely,

Michael O. Holm
Superintendent
L76-GLAC-03-019
Mr. Rod Blair     

Superintendent

Waterton Lakes National Park
 Alberta, Canada TOK 2MO

Dear Superintendent Blair:

Enclosed is Glacier National Park’s Environmental Assessment (EA) to grant temporary motorized access to the owners of a small parcel of private property on Snyder Ridge. Two private landowners, with joint ownership, have been in consultation with the Superintendent at Glacier National Park since 1998 requesting permission for motorized access across park lands. They would like to transport building materials to their lot that lies above the Going-to-the-Sun Road near Lake McDonald for constructing a non-residential structure (storage shed). Although these property owners have deeded road access from the Going-to-the-Sun Road up to their lot, a road has never been built. 

An EA and a Finding-of-No-Significant Impact (FONSI) were completed for this project in 2004. The Preferred Alternative identified in the original EA and approved in the FONSI was for Glacier National Park to construct an access path across federal land to allow the landowners to temporarily transport building materials to their property. In exchange, the landowners would agree to permanently transfer their deeded road access rights to the National Park Service. Upon further consideration, and after completion of the EA and FONSI, the landowners decided it was not in their best interest to permanently transfer their road access rights. 

The owner’s request continues to be to transport material, on a temporary access path, by motorized All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV). The path would be traversed by ATV for one year, after which it would be rehabilitated, and the landowners would use the path to access the property only on foot. They are also requesting to use and park on an administrative road near their property. Authorization for these uses would be under two separate Special Use Permits: 1) for transport of material that would expire after one year and 2) a five-year permit to park on the administrative road. The owners have proposed that under the terms of the access and parking special use permit, they would agree not to exercise their deeded road access rights while the special use permit is in effect. This EA has been prepared to describe the project and assess the impacts of both motorized access on a temporary path and the potential impacts of a permanent road to the site. Alternatives considered in this EA are:  (1) issuance of two Special Use Permits to transport building materials and park on an administrative road (the preferred alternative), and (2) no action which could result in construction of a road to the site. 

Comments on this environmental assessment (EA) can be provided directly through the Park’s planning website (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkHome.cfm?parkId=61) by selecting this project. Or write to: Superintendent, Glacier National Park, Attn: Snyder Ridge EA, West Glacier, Montana 59936. This EA will be on public review for 30 days. Please provide comments by October 6, 2006. Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.

Thank you very much for your continued support and interest in Glacier National Park. 

Sincerely,

Michael O. Holm
Superintendent
