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The mission of the Department of
Interior is to protect and provide
access to our Nation's natural and
cultural heritage and honor our trust
responsibility to tribes.

This material is partially based on
work conducted under a cooperative
agreement with the National
Conference of State Historic
Preservation Officers and the U.S.
Department of the Interior.

Cover photographs:

Upper left: Leap-the-Dips roller
coaster, Altoona, Pennsylvania.
Upper right: Bear Butte, Meade
County, South Dakota. Primarily
associated with the Cheyenne tribe,
here, the agents ofMaheo, the All
Father, imparted to Sweet Medicine,
the most revered Cheyenne prophet,
the knowledge from which the tribe
derived their religious, political,
social, and economic customs.
Because of their beliefs, this site
represents more than an historical
event, but is associated with their
traditional culture. Lower left:
General Motors Building, Detroit,
Michigan, designed by Louis Kahn.
Lower right: Wheeling Suspension
Bridge, Wheeling, West Virginia.
Completed in 1849, and rebuilt in
1859, to carry the National Road
over the Ohio River, this bridge
remains the oldest major long-span
suspension bridge in the world. Still
carrying traffic, it is one of the
nation's most significant antebellum
engineering structures.
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PREFACE

By definition, the almost 2,300
properties designated as National
Historic Landmarks are the most
significant places in American
history—they illustrate and com-
memorate our collective past and
help us to understand our national
identity. National Historic Land-
marks outstandingly represent and
interpret the best and brightest and
the most tragic aspects of our histo-
ry. Through these Landmarks, all
Americans can better understand
and appreciate the broad trends and
events, important persons, great
ideas and ideals, and valuable
accomplishments in the arts and
sciences, and humanities, that are
truly significant in our history.

In the last several years, National
Historic Landmark theme studies in
the areas of women's history, early
contact between Native Americans
and Europeans, and the Under-
ground Railroad have produced
numerous new Landmarks while
fostering a better understanding of
these important trends in our
diverse history. Examples of the
range of properties recently recog-
nized for their important linkages to
our past include: the Holland
Tunnel, New York/New Jersey, sig-
nificant for Engineering; Jackson
Pollock's Studio, Long Island, New
York, significant for Art; Little
Tokyo, Los Angeles, California, a
significant Ethnic neighborhood,
Bentonville Battlefield, North
Carolina, a significant Civil War bat-
tlefield; Greenbelt, Maryland, an
early suburban development; Philip
Johnson's Glass House, Connecticut,
significant for Architecture; Titan II
Missile Complex, Arizona, a Cold
War military site; Mapleleaf
Shipwreck, Florida, significant in

Maritime history; Brown Chapel
AME Church, Alabama, a pivotal
place in the Civil Rights movement;
Brooks River District, Alaska, a sig-
nificant archeological district; and
Dealey Plaza, Texas, the location of
the Kennedy Assassination

Although its legislative history
stretches back to the Historic Sites
Act of 1935, the current National
Historic Landmarks program, as the
Department of the Interior's way of
recognizing nationally significant
sites, is soon approaching its 40th
anniversary. The National Historic
Landmarks Survey is unique in that
it provides a nationally comparative
perspective for the significance of
individual historic places and
requires that these places retain a
high level of integrity that commu-
nicates an association with impor-
tant events or trends. The require-
ments for designation as a National
Historic Landmark have always
been and will continue to be high.

The National Historic Landmarks
program is also about people, our
citizens who care enough about the
history of the nation to seek desig-
nation as a nationally significant
site. It is my hope that this publica-
tion will encourage individuals,
organizations, government agencies
and Indian tribes to work with us to
recognize the very best in American
history through designation as
National Historic Landmarks.

Robert G. Stanton
Director, National Park Service
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I. INTRODUCTION TO
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS

WHAT ARE
NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARKS?

National Historic Landmarks
(NHLs) are cultural properties
designated by the Secretary of the
Interior as being nationally signifi-
cant. Acknowledged as among the
nation's most significant historic
places, these buildings, sites,
districts, structures, and objects pos-
sess exceptional value or quality in
illustrating or interpreting the her-
itage of the United States in
history, architecture, archeology,
engineering, and culture. NHL
designation is an official recognition
by the federal government of the
national significance of historic
properties. By 1999, almost 2300
properties had been designated as
National Historic Landmarks.

Authorized by the Historic Sites
Act of 1935 (Public Law 74-292) and
administered by the National Park
Service, the NHL program focuses
attention on places of exceptional
value to the nation as a whole, by
recognizing and promoting the
preservation efforts of private organi-
zations, individuals, and government
agencies. While some NHLs are
units, or are included within units of
the National Park System, the NHL
program is important to the preser-
vation of many outstanding historic
places that are not included in the
National Park System. Designation
of NHLs also furthers the education-
al objective of the Historic Sites Act,
because it leads to increased public
attention to and interest in a proper-
ty. The program also serves as one of

Albert Kahn designed this fifteen-story structure with its clearly defined
base, shaft and attic story. Completed in 1923, the tripartite vertical
arrangement was typical of tall building design at that time.

the tools used to screen proposed
additions to the National Park
System and to select properties for
nomination to the World Heritage
List. Regulations for the program are
contained in 36 CFR Part 65.

WHAT IS THE
NATIONAL REGISTER
OF HISTORIC PLACES?

In addition to administering the
National Historic Landmarks
Program, the National Park Service
also administers the National
Register of Historic Places. The
National Register is the official fed-

eral list of districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects significant in
American history, architecture,
archeology, engineering, and
culture. National Register properties
have significance to the history of
their community, state, or the
nation. Nominations for listing his-
toric properties come from State
Historic Preservation Officers, from
Federal Preservation Officers for
properties owned or controlled by
the United States Government, and
from Tribal Historic Preservation
Officers for properties on tribal
lands. Private individuals and
organizations, local governments,
and American Indian tribes often



initiate this process and prepare the
necessary documentation. A profes-
sional review board in each state
considers each property proposed
for listing and makes a recommen-
dation on its eligibility. Upon desig-
nation, National Historic
Landmarks are listed in the
National Register of Historic Places
if not already listed.

WHAT IS THE
PURPOSE OF THIS
BULLETIN?

This bulletin has been prepared
in response to the growing interest
and appreciation of National
Historic Landmarks. It contains
instructions for completing the
National Historic Landmarks nomi-
nation form. This form is used to
document historic properties for
potential designation as National
Historic Landmarks.

One nomination form is
completed for each property nomi-
nated for designation. This property
may be a single resource, such as a
historic house or bridge, or it may
be a historic district containing
multiple buildings, structures, sites,
and objects. Information on the
nomination form identifies, locates,
and describes the historic property
in order to determine its integrity;
explains how the property meets
one or more of the NHL criteria; and
makes the case for the national
significance of the property.

A brief history of the NHL pro-
gram; NHL theme studies and their
use; NHL designation procedures;
preparing NHL boundary studies,
NHL documentation improvement
studies, and studies to withdraw
NHL designation; and using NHL
documentation are also discussed in
this document.

HOW ARE POTENTIAL
NHLs IDENTIFIED?

The NHL Survey requires a
comparative framework for the

determination of national signifi-
cance. National Historic Landmarks
are most often identified through
"theme studies" which consider relat-
ed properties within a specific his-
toric context. However, National
Historic Landmarks may also be
identified through special studies of
individual properties which may be
initiated by either the National Park
Service or outside parties. Nomin-
ations outside the context of theme
studies need to establish the proper-
ties' integrity and strength of histori-
cal associations in relation to compa-
rable properties within the content of
the nomination.

The aspects of a NHL nomination
that differ from a National Register
nomination are:

• National significance

• National context

• High level of integrity

• Different criteria

WHO PREPARES NHL
NOMINATIONS?

NHL nominations are prepared
by interested individuals, organiza-
tions, contractors, State Historic
Preservation Officers, Federal
Preservation Officers, and NPS staff,
with the participation and assistance
of the owner(s) of the property. The
NPS staff can provide information
about theme studies and other
comparable properties that may be
relevant in the evaluation of particu-
lar properties and provide prelimi-
nary advice on whether a property
appears likely to meet NHL criteria.
The NPS recommends that those
wishing to prepare a NHL nomina-
tion consult with the NHL Survey to
discuss the property before prepar-
ing the nomination. National Park
Service regional and support office
staff who administer the NHL pro-
gram in their areas may also pro-
vide preliminary evaluations and
assistance in preparing NHL nomi-
nations. Preparers of nominations
should also work with property
owners, the State Historic

Preservation Officers, and other
interested parties to apprise them of
the intended nomination and to
receive their input and assistance.

HOW ARE NHLs
DESIGNATED?

Once a draft nomination is
prepared, it may be reviewed by the
NHL staff of the NPS regional and
support offices, as well as the NHL
Survey in Washington. Following
these reviews and any appropriate
revisions, owners and elected offi-
cials are officially and formally noti-
fied and given an opportunity to
comment on those nominations that
are likely candidates for NHL desig-
nation. (Owners of private property
are given an opportunity to concur
in, or object to, designation. In the
case of more than one owner, if a
majority of private property owners
object, the Secretary of the Interior
cannot designate the property but
can determine whether it is eligible
for designation.) The nominations
are then forwarded to the National
Park System Advisory Board for
review and recommendation to the
Secretary of the Interior. After con-
sidering the Board's recommenda-
tions, the Secretary designates NHLs.

WHAT ARE THE
NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARKS
CRITERIA?

The National Historic Landmarks
criteria (Code of Federal Regulations,
Title 36, Part 65.4[a and b]) set a
stringent test for national signifi-
cance, including high historical
integrity. Potential NHLs are evalu-
ated against the National Historic
Landmarks criteria and their justifi-
cation for NHL designation must be
documented in narrative form.

See Figure 1 for a complete listing
of National Historic Landmarks
Criteria.
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Figure 1.

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS CRITERIA

The quality of national significance is ascribed to districts,
sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess exceptional
value or quality in illustrating or interpreting the heritage of the
United States in history, architecture, archeology, engineering,
and culture and that possess a high degree of integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, and:

Ordinarily, cemeteries, birthplaces, graves of historical figures,
properties owned by religious institutions or used for religious pur-
poses, structures that have been moved from their original loca-
tions, reconstructed historic buildings and properties that have
achieved significance within the past fifty years are not
eligible for designation. If such properties fall within the following
categories they may, nevertheless, be found to qualify:

CRITERION 1

That are associated with events that have made a signifi-
cant contribution to, and are identified with, or that outstandingly
represent, the broad national patterns of United States history and
from which an understanding and appreciation of those patterns
may be gained; or

CRITERION 2

That are associated importantly with the lives of persons
nationally significant in the history of the United States; or

CRITERION 3

That represent some great idea or ideal of the American
people; or

EXCEPTION 1

A religious property deriving its primary national significance
from architectural or artistic distinction or historical importance; or

EXCEPTION 2

A building removed from its original location but which is
nationally significant primarily for its architectural merit, or for
association with persons or events of transcendent importance in
the nation's history and the association consequential; or

EXCEPTION 3

A site of a building or structure no longer standing but the
person or event associated with it is of transcendent importance
in the nation's history and the association consequential; or

CRITERION 4

That embody the distinguishing characteristics or an
architectural type specimen exceptionally valuable for the study of
a period, style, or method of construction, or that represent a
significant, distinctive, and exceptional entity whose components
may lack individual distinction; or

CRITERION 5

That are composed of integral parts of the environment not
sufficiently significant by reason of historical association or artistic
merit to warrant individual recognition but collectively compose
an entity or exceptional historical or artistic significance, or outstand-
ingly commemorate or illustrate a way of life or culture; or

CRITERION 6

That have yielded or may be likely to yield information of
major scientific importance by revealing new cultures, or by shed-
ding light upon periods of occupation of large areas of the United
States. Such sites are those which have yielded, or which may
reasonably be expected to yield, data affecting theories,
concepts, and ideas to a major degree.

EXCEPTION 4

A birthplace, grave or burial if it is of a historical figure of
'transcendent national significance and no other appropriate site,
building, or structure directly associated with the productive life of
that person exists; or

EXCEPTION 5

A cemetery that derives its primary national significance from
graves of persons of transcendent importance, or from an excep-
tionally distinctive design or an exceptionally significant event; or

EXCEPTION 6

A reconstructed building or ensemble of buildings of extra-
ordinary national significance when accurately executed in a suit-
able environment and presented in a dignified manner as part of a
restoration master plan, and when no other buildings or structures
with the same association have survived; or

EXCEPTION 7

A property primarily commemorative in intent if design,
age, tradition, or symbolic value has invested it with its own
national historical significance; or

EXCEPTION 8

A property achieving national significance within the past 50
years if it is of extraordinary national importance.


