


The CapitalSpace Partnership

Several District and federal agencies oversee the planning, development, operation, and maintenance of
Washington’s parks and open space.

The District of Columbia Department of Parks and Recreation, District of Columbia Office of
Planning, National Park Service, and National Capital Planning Commission formed CapitalSpace in
2006 to coordinate existing management plans, maximize limited resources, and create a stronger
park system for the city. Since the initial creation of the partnership, several other agencies have
participated, including the District of Columbia’s Department of Transportation, Department of the
Environment, and Public Schools, as well as the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts.

The District’s primary recreation provider is the Department of Parks and Recreation. Its mission is to
maintain the city’s parks and open spaces and provide diverse recreational opportunities to residents and
visitors. Other District agencies, including the Office of Planning, Department of Transportation, and
Department of the Environment, play key roles in planning, building, and maintaining parks and open
space through broader community development strategies. The CapitalSpace partners work closely with
the public school system, which provides 30 percent of the city’s playgrounds and fields.

The National Park Service’s mission is to preserve the nation’s natural and cultural resources for the
enjoyment, education, and inspiration of all generations, and is responsible for managing nearly 90 percent
of the city’s parkland—including major park areas such as Rock Creek Park, the National Mall, Anacostia
Park, and the Fort Circle Parks. The National Capital Planning Commission and the U.S. Commission of
Fine Arts plan for and review proposed development that may impact federal interests within
Washington’s parks and open spaces.

CAPITALSPACE PARTNERS

District of Columbia Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR)
District of Columbia Office of Planning (DCOP)

National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC)

National Park Service (NPS)
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District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS)
District Department of Transportation (DDOT)
District Department of the Environment (DDOE)
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A Park System for the Nation’s Capital

The partners are excited to present this
CapitalSpace progress report. After the adoption
of CapitalSpace-Ideas to Achieve the Full Potential of
Washington's Parksand Open Spaces (CapitalSpace)
in April 2010 by NCPC, the partners shifted
focus to implementing projects that support the
plan’s priority actions, which are organized
around Six Big Ideas.

1. Link the Fort Circle Parks/Civil War
Defenses of Washington via a greenway,
creating destinations.

2. Improve public school yards to help relieve
pressure on nearby parks and better
connect children with the environment.

3. Enhance urban natural areas to better
connect residents to encourage stewardship
for natural resources.

4. Improve playfields to meet the needs of
residents, workers, and visitors.

5. Make center city parks more inviting
and active.

6. Transform small parks into successful
public spaces.

The CapitalSpace partners completed 19 priority
action projects since 2010. Projects range from
creating five gardens for the Coolidge High
School Legacy Project to improving the process
for the partner agencies to share and update
park information.

In addition to the priority action projects,
NCPC, DCOP, NPS, and DPR completed
other capital projects and launched new
programs as part of their respective agencies’
mission and work program.

A Progress Report

This report organizes park projects into two
Section One capital
improvement and program projects according
to the priorities of the Six Big Ideas, while
Section Two describes projects that improve

sections. features

coordination in park management and
resource sharing among the CapitalSpace
partners. The projects featured in this progress
report reflect several park development trends
in the city, including:

* Focusing public investments on co-located
facilities, primarily schools and recreation
centers located adjacent to each other in
neighborhoods, to provide the most value
for communities.

® Incorporating sustainability practices and
features in parks, schools, and recreation
centers, including bioretention cells or rain
gardens for on-site stormwater
management, geothermal energy systems
to power facilities, solar-powered lighting,
and artificial turf for athletic fields.

® Repurposing under-utilized open spaces,
such as alleys, small green spaces in public
rights-of-way and schoolyards into
playgrounds, edible gardens, stormwater
bioretention cells, tree plantings, public art
and local commemoration.

e Working with dedicated grassroots
organizations to assist in the planning,
development and future long-term
maintenance of new parks.

The CapitalSpace Plan and this progress report can be downloaded
from the NCPC website at: www.ncpc.gov/capitalspace.
































































































