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Chapter 2

Public Review of the
Draft GMP/EIS

Throughout the planning process the NPS has diligently engaged the public in the development of the
general management plan. Preceding the formal scoping process, the NPS staff in Idaho and
Washington conducted informational meetings about the national monument with potential
stakeholder groups, organizations, various governmental entities, and individuals during the spring,
summer, and early fall of 2002 in Idaho, Washington, Oregon, and Alaska. The first planning newsletter
was sent to the public, and nine public workshops were held for scoping in the fall of 2002. Following
scoping, a second newsletter was released to the public which summarized the scoping comments. In
summer 2003, a third newsletter was sent to the public, and eleven public workshops were held to
discuss the draft alternatives. A complete summary of these public involvement stages and a summary
of public comments are described in Chapter 6: Public Involvement and Consultation in the draft GMP/
EIS. This chapter described public involvement during the third round of public workshops that were
held to present and review the Minidoka Internment National Monument Draft General

Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement.

The Minidoka Internment National Monument Draft
General Management Plan/ Environmental Impact
Statement was released to the public on June 21,
2005. The draft GMP/EIS was filed with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in June
2005. The EPA announced the availability of the
draft GMP/EIS for public review and comment, and
a notice of availability was published in the Federal
Reqister on July 21, 2005 (Vol.70, No.139, pp.
42094-42095). Government agencies and the pub-
lic were invited to submit public comments by
regular mail, e-mail, fax, online, and at public
meetings. The formal public comment period
closed on September 19, 2005.

The NPS mailed approximately 900 draft GMP/EIS
documents to agencies, organizations, and the pub-
lic who had participated in the planning process,
requested a copy, or were identified by the NPS as
potentially having an interest in the project. Copies

of the draft GMP/EIS were posted for public review
on the NPS Planning, Environment and Public Com-
ment website (http:/parkplanning.nps.gov/miin).
The document was available at libraries in Idaho,
Washington, and Oregon. Copies of the draft
GMP/EIS could also be requested by contacting the
NPS.

A fourth newsletter summarizing the draft GMP/EIS
was produced and mailed to approximately 2,600
individuals. Another 2,000 newsletters were sent
in packets to organizations, libraries, and public lo-
cations in the west and to stakeholder groups
throughout the U.S. The newsletter provided an
overview of the planning process, the four alterna-
tives, and it announced the schedule of public
meetings.

Local and regional newspapers and radio stations
throughout the planning area were used to dis-
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seminate information about the draft GMP/EIS and announce the
public meetings. Press releases were mailed on June 21, 2005 by the
NPS Pacific West Region-Seattle Office. Press releases were provided
to the same print and broadcast media as during the earlier public in-
volvement phases of the project.

Public Meetings

The NPS held ten public meetings in Idaho, Washington, Oregon, and
California in July and August 2005 to provide the public with an op-
portunity to learn about the draft GMP/EIS and to offer comments.
The meetings began with a presentation of the major elements of the
draft GMP/EIS. The meeting then transitioned into an open house
format or a facilitated group discussion format. Meetings were held
in Eden, ID; Twin Falls, ID; Ontario, OR; Bainbridge Island, WA, Se-
attle, WA; Portland, OR; San Francisco, CA; and Los Angeles, CA.
213 people attended the meetings overall. The following table lists
the locations, dates, and number of people who attended each meet-

ing:

Table 1: Public Meetings
Location Date Attendance
Eden, ID

American Legion Hall 7/06/2005 17
Twin Falls, ID

KMVT TV Community Room 7/07/2005 17
Ontario, OR

Four Rivers Cultural Center 7/08/2005 7
Bainbridge Island, WA

Bainbridge Island Commons 7/12/2005 12
Seattle, WA

Japanese Baptist Church 7/13/2005 29

Nisei Veterans Hall 7/14/2005 25
Portland, OR

Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center 7/15/2005 36

Oregon Buddhist Temple 7/16/2005 14
San Francisco, CA

National Japanese American Historical Society 8/09/2005 18
Los Angeles, CA

National Japanese American Museum 8/10/2005 38

TOTAL 213
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Written Comments

During the public comment period, the NPS received a total of 159
written responses in the form of letters, e-mails, newsletter response
forms, and web comments. Of those, nine responses were from gov-
ernment entities and organizations. The majority of written com-
ments were received from Washington, California, and Idaho. Com-
ments were also received from Wyoming, Oregon, Colorado, Florida,
and Oklahoma. One comment was received from the following
states: Alaska, Arizona, Illinois, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, New
Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Utah, Virginia, Wisconsin, and one from
Canada.

Summary of Draft GMP/EIS
Public Comments

The following summary incorporates both the public meeting com-
ments and the written comments received by the NPS through the
close of the public comment period. The NPS received comments
from approximately 375 individuals and organizations during the pub-
lic comment period. Substantive comments are those which chal-
lenge the accuracy of the analysis, dispute the accuracy of informa-
tion presented, suggest different viable alternatives, or provide new
information that makes a change in the proposal. In other words,
they raise, debate, or question a point of fact, policy, or a concept
presented in the document. The NPS is required to respond to all
substantive comments. Comments in favor or against the proposed
action or alternatives or comments that only agree or disagree with
policy, while valuable, are not considered substantive, in a formal
sense, and therefore do not require an official response. The NPS re-
sponses to substantive comments can be found in the Comment and
Response section of the abbreviated final GMP/EIS.



The comments received covered a broad range of topics, ideas, and
preferences. Many statements or ideas were expressed by several in-
dividuals. In this summary, similar comments are stated once along
with how often the particular idea or topic was repeated.

The first section summarizes the public’s preferences of the four alter-
natives and the reasons for their selections. The summary is then or-
ganized by topics that are addressed in each alternative of the draft
general management plan and final general management plan. The
topics are: Interpretation, Education, Cultural Resources, Visitor Expe-
rience and Visitor Facilities, Access and Circulation, Land Protection
and Boundaries, Operations and Management, Partnerships and Out-
reach, Natural Resources, Scenic Resources, Management Zones, and
Carrying Capacity.

The topics that most concern the public are Interpretation, Education,
Cultural Resources, and Visitor Experience and Visitor Facilities. The
topics that were of moderate concern were Partnerships, Operations
and Management, Land Protection and Boundaries, and Access and
Circulation. There were only a couple comments on Management
Zones, Natural Resources, Scenic Resources, and Carrying Capacity,
and did not justify being included in this summary.

Alternatives

Approximately half of the comments received from the public explic-
itly stated a preference for one of the alternatives over the others.
Of those, two thirds of the comments support Alternative C, the NPS
Preferred Alternative. The re-establishment of the barracks block is
the most common reason for supporting the preferred alternative as
well as its educational value. Approximately one quarter of the re-
spondents stated a preference for Alternative A: No Action; approxi-
mately half of these respondents think the NPS is misquided in its in-
terpretation and presentation of historical facts related to the
incarceration of Nikkei during World War Il. The remainder of those

supporting Alternative A indicated their preference for the least ex-
pensive of the four alternatives. Only a handful of individuals support
Alternatives B and D.

Interpretation

Interpretation of the internment and incarceration of Japanese Ameri-
cans during World War Il was the most common topic discussed by
the public. Several individuals recounted their experiences during
World War Il, and it is clear their wartime experiences have shaped
their perspective and how they want this piece of American history to
be interpreted. The people who described their wartime experiences
included former internees, former WRA staff, neighbors to the
Minidoka camp, and World War Il veterans. Many people recounted
historical facts related to the internment and incarceration, conditions
at Minidoka, and also World War Il in the Pacific and European the-
aters. Some changes to the historical background chapter have been
made as a result of public comments. The experiences and ideas ex-
pressed by the public all suggest that Minidoka’s stories are diverse,
and its meaning and relevance to each individual is unique. One par-
ticular commenter stated that “no one Nikkei voice or group should
control Minidoka’s meaning.”

Why the internment and incarceration of Japanese Americans during
World War Il occurred is a topic that was brought up repeatedly in
the public comments. The vast majority of people expressed concur-
rence with the U.S. Commission on Wartime Relocation and Intern-
ment of Civilians findings that the interment and incarceration of
Nikkei “was not determined by military conditions but were the result
of race prejudice, war hysteria, and failure of political leadership”
(U.S. CWRIC 1997: 194). One commenter stated that “it's not a
blame game—it's understanding OUR [American] history.”

Several public commenters maintain that the internment and incar-
ceration was justified because some Nikkei posed a threat to national
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security, and incarcerating all Nikkei was the best way to ensure the
prevention of subversive activities against the U.S. A few people also
want it known that thousands of Japanese Americans renounced their
citizenship and declared themselves enemies of the U.S., and that
Nikkei living outside the exclusion zone were not incarcerated. A
couple of commenters also state that the living conditions at
Minidoka were equal to those of the military and even better than
some people living in southern Idaho at the time.

The vast majority of public comments on interpretation fall under the
interpretive themes that have been identified in the draft GMP/EIS.
These include interpreting the relationship between Minidoka and
civil liberties and constitutional rights, discussing the loyalty question-
naire, and Nikkei contributions to national defense during World War
Il. The public clearly supports the premise that the lives of internees
before, during, and after World War Il must be described, together
with the hardships, racism, and injustice they endured. Many
commenters said that the NPS must interpret the experiences of
people related with Minidoka, such as the WRA staff, neighbors, and
those who were associated with the event or internees. Interpreting
the history and significance of the historic site and its features is im-
portant for the majority of commenter. Also determined important
by most respondents was for the public to understand how internees
and then homesteaders created a community in the desert environ-
ment and transformed the landscape into an agricultural area. Fi-
nally, many felt that the context of a world at war must be inter-
preted for the public. While internees experienced profound hardship
at Minidoka, millions of people throughout the world experienced
war, suffering, and injustice. Overall, the vast majority of people
stated that interpretation needs to be authentic, compelling, and rel-
evant.

Terminology continues to be a controversial topic. Some people want
the NPS to use the term “concentration camp” in publications and in-
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terpretation. A few people want the term “relocation center” to be
used to be historically accurate. Some people state that the term
“internment camp” is misleading and inaccurate, as the “internment
camps” were specifically for enemy aliens run by the Department of
Justice. Words to describe the experience, such as internment, deten-
tion, relocation, evacuation, and incarceration were all discussed, and
no consensus preference emerged for any specific word usage.

Education

Similar to previous public comments on education, the vast majority
of the public said that education is the core mission of the national
monument. Most desire both on-site and off-site education to reach
as many people as possible. Many educational techniques and strate-
gies were proposed to enhance education about the significance and
meaning of the Minidoka experience, and most of these comments
would be accommodated under the prescriptions of the preferred al-
ternative. These educational tools include engaging and interactive
exhibits, a scale model, a website, educational materials, fieldtrips,
teacher trainings, and a traveling trunk kit. Many people mentioned
that lesson plans should be developed and incorporated into school
curricula in numerous states. A few people mentioned that the NPS
should allow for research at the site, including a database of intern-
ees who were incarcerated similar to Ellis Island. Most people agreed
the focus should be a national audience, and some people said that
education should begin locally in the southern Idaho area.

Cultural Resources

Cultural resources was the third most common topic for public com-
ment. Restoring features in the landscape to World War Il era condi-
tions is important to accurately depict the camp. Suggestions, most
of which are included in the prescriptions under the preferred alter-
native, included restoring the garden, honor roll, perimeter barbed



wire fence, guard tower, baseball fields, root cellar, and many of the
small scale landscape features. The Minidoka landfill was also recog-
nized as a critical archeological resource for the national monument.

The barracks block was an intriguing and stimulating proposal for
many internees and was supported by a large majority of the public
comments received. Some people stated it was important to acquire
historic barrack buildings to be authentic and accurately portray resi-
dential life. A few people said that the mess hall and lavatory/laun-
dry building were necessary to show daily life and the conditions in
the camp. Former internees also wanted the barracks to show im-
provements made to the barracks and camp landscape by internees.
A few people want the NPS to ensure that landscape features in the
residential area are accurately portrayed, including the ornamental
gardens and walkways.

Some people disagree with establishing a barracks block because it
could be too costly, and the barracks could be interpreted through
other means, such as a scale model. Additionally, a few people want
to see more of the historic buildings reconstructed.

Many public meeting attendees cited oral history as an essential com-
ponent of education, interpretation, and cultural resources. Some
members of the public suggested candidates for oral histories in addi-
tion to former internees, such as the WRA staff and military police at
Minidoka. Many Portlanders also expressed their concern that the
oral histories are focused on Seattle Nikkei, and they want more rep-
resentation of the Portland Nikkei experience.

Visitor Experience and Visitor Facilities

Several people described their recent visits to the site. Many felt a
strong sense of place at the site, while others were disappointed that
there wasn’t much to see. Some people said the high desert and
open environment allows for a full appreciation of the physical site.

Several people want the national monument to include places where
they can be alone and contemplate, particularly in the residential
area. Expressing emotions and healing is important to some former
internees and their descendants. They want to actually stand in the
residential area and understand the internees’ experiences where they
happened.

Visitor facilities are an important component to visitor experience. Of
those that commented on visitor facilities, the vast majority want
them to be authentic to the historic period, wherever possible. Only
a couple of people wanted a newly constructed visitor center. Most
like the barracks block concept which could serve interpretive func-
tions as well as provide spaces for additional visitor and park needs,
such as classrooms, collections storage, park administration, etc.

Several public comments supported the idea of a new memorial at
the site. Nisei and subsequent Nikkei generations wish to honor the
Issei, as they were the people who suffered the most at Minidoka.

Public comments also reiterate that proper and improved directional
signs are necessary along the major routes to Minidoka.

A few people discussed overnight facilities, whether at the site or
nearby. Some people think it would be intriguing to provide an over-
night experience inside a barracks building for educational purposes.
A few people mentioned the need for camping facilities at the site or
nearby.

Partnerships and Outreach

Partnerships are an important component of the national monument’s
educational mission and in implementation and development of the
site. Specific organizations were suggested as potential partners, in-
cluding local Idaho partners, educational institutions, as well as na-
tional civil rights organizations. Amtrak was suggested as a potential
partner, so visitors could experience the train ride to Eden. It was
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also suggested that the NPS should work with local governments and
organizations to promote tourism in the area.

Operations and Management

Funding was a frequent concern for the public. Most people wanted
to know how the funding process works. A few people suggested
that the NPS seek out private funding for specific projects proposed
in the GMP. Some people disagreed with spending federal funds on
this project, as there are other needs and priorities at this time. A
few people suggested using the money to preserve other historic
World War Il sites.

The proposed name change from Minidoka Internment National
Monument to Minidoka National Historic Site was also an issue for
many members of the public. Of those who commented on this issue
specifically, approximately half agree with the proposed name change,
while the other half either oppose it or have suggested additional
names. Those who supported the name change reasoned that the
term “internment” is technically incorrect and that “national historic
site” is more accurate in defining the site than “national monument.”
Several people who oppose the name change stated that the word
“internment” instantly describes what happened at Minidoka. For a
couple of people, the term “monument” is more powerful than “his-
toric site.” Other names that were suggested include: Minidoka Na-
tional Internment Site and Minidoka Concentration Camp National
Historic Site.

Some individuals are concerned about the project’s schedule and state
that implementation must begin immediately. They would like the fa-
cilities and restoration of historic features to be completed soon so
that former internees can see developments at the site while they are
still alive.

Minidoka Internment National Monument Abbreviated Final GMP/EIS
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Staffing was also a concern for a few individuals. They would like to
see NPS rangers and volunteers at the site. They commented that it
would be a more meaningful visitor experience if some of the staff
were former internees or their relatives so that they could provide
personal stories of their family experience. A few people are con-
cerned with vandalism at the site, and they want staff there to ensure
safety and security.

Land Protection and Boundaries

Overall, acquiring the 128 acre Herrmann property, landfill, and USBR
lands is supported by a large majority of the public respondents.
People stated that the additional historic lands would benefit the
educational mission of the national monument and allow the NPS to
preserve these historic areas. A few people mentioned that it is im-
portant to acquire the farm-in-a-day property in order to educate the
public about the post-camp homesteading era and agriculture in
southern ldaho. A few people said that it would be in the interest of
the NPS to keep some portions in agricultural use, which is the domi-
nant land use in the area.

Access, Circulation, and Parking

Transportation was a key concern at the public meetings held in
Idaho. Some people stated the best solution to traffic problems
could be accomplished by improvement and re-routing Hunt Road
along E Perrine Road and E 400 S to the south of the national monu-
ment. The importance of conducting a transportation study was also
voiced.

Within the site, trails, parking, and roads were mentioned. A few
people stated that the trails linking portions of the site should be ac-
cessible to all people.



Conclusion

Public comments received have been documented, analyzed, and con-
sidered in decision-making and incorporated into the final GMP/EIS as
appropriate. Comments that presented new data or addressed the
adequacy of the document, the alternatives or the analysis are re-
sponded to pursuant to NEPA regulations. Comments expressing per-
sonal opinion or that had no specific relevance to the adequacy or
accuracy of the DGMP/EIS were considered in the decision-making
process but were not responded to directly.

Consultation and agency letters on the DGMP/EIS are included at the
end of this chapter and contain substantive comments received and
responses to those comments. A number of comments provided
valuable suggestions on improving the DGMP/EIS. Some comments
led to changes reflected in the final GMP/EIS. Other comments re-
sulted in a response to explain NPS policy, to refer readers to informa-
tion in the EIS, to answer technical questions, to further explain tech-
nical issues, or to provide clarification.

The public comment period on the draft GMP/EIS was the culmination
of formal public engagement in the planning process for the
Minidoka GMP/EIS. Public engagement has occurred over the past
three years from public scoping through draft alternatives and public
review of the draft GMP/EIS. The widespread support for the pack-
age of actions that constitute the preferred alternative affirm that the
planning process actively involved the public at all stages of the de-
velopment of the GMP/EIS.

Comments on Implementation of the Plan

Throughout the public planning process for Minidoka Internment Na-
tional Monument, the National Park Service received an extraordinary
number of comments that offered suggestions about how the na-
tional monument should interface with visitors, what specific experi-
ences it should offer, and other facets of its operation. Most of these
comments are not specific to any one of the alternatives analyzed in
the draft GMP/EIS. Rather, they suggest programs or activities, which
could be implemented under several of the action alternatives, to
achieve the desired future conditions of the national monument. In
addition, many involve specific suggestions that are beyond the level
of detail addressed in a general management plan. For the purposes
of the EIS, most of these comments are not substantive (see the NPS
Responses to Comments section in this chapter) and do not include a
direct response in this document.

The NPS recognizes, however, that these comments represent valuable
input from a concerned public in support of the purpose of Minidoka
Internment National Monument. Therefore, these implementation-
level suggestions have been summarized and included here so that
future managers of the national monument can consider these com-
ments to help formulate more specific implementation-level plans and
programs that are responsive to the public’s interests. Such future
plans and actions will be subject to the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act and may require additional, more-detailed
environmental analysis at the time they are proposed. (As provided by
the Council on Environmental Quality regulations, any NEPA docu-
ment produced for these efforts would be “tiered” or procedurally
connected to this EIS.) These analyses may include additional public
involvement, providing opportunities for further comments and sug-
gestions.
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Summaries of the implementation-level suggestions provided since
the beginning of the public planning process are listed below:

Interpretation
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Minidoka should be conceived as a site for ongoing debate
about the issues of civil rights and constitutional history, and the
NPS should use this interpretive theme to guide its interpretation
and management of the site by fore fronting it in exhibits,
interpretive materials, public outreach, its web site, and events at
or related to the site.

Develop interpretation to enable visitors to consider Minidoka
from the perspective of and through the experiences of the Issei,
Nisei, and WRA staff.

To be historically accurate, the North Side Canal and the
Swimming Hole should be regarded in two distinct lights: 1) in
the context of the unjust incarceration, and then separately 2) in
the context of what the Nikkei did there, which in this case
includes both positive recreation experiences as well as tragic
events.

As NPS staff proceed with implementation of the plan, they must
keep in mind the tragic, grave, unjust circumstances of the
Minidoka concentration camp that accompany any
“improvements” made there.

“No one Nikkei voice or group should control Minidoka'’s
meaning. All the fractiousness of military service that still haunts
the Japanese American community must be represented in the
voices included in exhibits, printed materials, and other
interpretations of the site.”

“Minidoka should not remain fixed in its meaning, but,
consistent with the Organization of American Historian’s
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suggestions in its 2004 report on Teaching Citizenship and
Patriotism, it should evolve.”

“Explore methods of framing individual group experiences in
dialogue with other group histories, such as seeing Japanese
American history in relation to Native American history. This is a
valid exploration, considering that the federal government’s
management of Japanese Americans during WWII was directly
influenced by its prior experience with Native Americans and vice
versa.”

“Minidoka Internment National Monument should honor the
veterans, but it must not forget the draft resisters, the Issei,
women, and the younger generations of American Nikkei. It is
imperative that the larger public be aware of the fractures within
the community that are a manifestation of the internment and
incarceration and one of its most distressing legacies.”

“Minidoka should provide an opportunity for Americans to
discuss the different experiences that are often the result of
racial or ethnic identity and, hopefully, learn to more fully
appreciate the validity of each others’ views.”

Develop educational programs and materials that include
information about the Department of Justice Camps, including
describing the experiences of Japanese, Germans, and Italians
who were interned in these camps.

Develop educational programs and materials that include
information about other countries (including Mexico and Canada)
that had internment and incarceration camps for those of
Japanese descent.

The national monument should include interpretation of the
trauma that occurred as a result of having to leave beloved pets
behind.



Explore the use of the instructions or other documents given to
the camp guards, detailing their orders and the actions to be
taken under various circumstances. This information could be
used interpretively to underscore the fact that the internees were
being held against their will.

Use the art and creativity of the internees for interpretive and
educational purposes. Include information about internee bands,
music, diaries, sketches, architecture, and other forms of art.
Examples of such interpretation can be found at the Teresenstadt
concentration camp museum in Europe and the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum.

Use the debate over terminology as a topic for active
learning.

Education and Interpretation

Seek and evaluate other sources of information to supplement
that which has already been obtained from public meetings.
Among others, these sources of information should include:

o The Densho testimonies and other oral histories that are
obtained from personal one-on-one dialogues conducted
in an atmosphere conducive to eliciting the maximum
amount of frank information.

o Books about the camps and internment, particularly those
that may include accounts taken from former internees
shortly after their release.

o Diaries kept by the former internees would provide very
valuable insight into the personal feelings and emotions
of the authors recorded when they occurred.

o Articles published in academic journals. Contemporary
articles published in journals in the fields of both history
and ethnic American studies are another source of

information. The more contemporary articles are likely to
be quite dependable sources of historical information,
since all such articles have been peer-reviewed and most
of the facts that the U.S. Government possessed on this
subject are now openly available.

o Ask former internees who have spoken to classes about
student’s questions to develop compelling educational
programs that will cater to students.

o Related educational organizations and museums, such as
the Holocaust Museum in Washington D.C., the D-day
Museum in New Orleans, and the Museum of Tolerance
in Los Angeles.

Interpretive Displays

Present photographs, letters, artifacts, audiovisual programs and
documentaries to provide the visitors with the primary
interpretive themes of the national monument.

Update the displays in the interpretive facilities regularly so
visitors will be enticed to return to the national monument.

Incorporate the latest computer simulation and virtual reality
capabilities in order to provide a virtual tour of the camp as it
existed during WWII.

Create a dioramic display of the landscape, including the flora
and fauna. This display could illustrate how the climatic and
environmental conditions affected daily life at Minidoka.

Create a display showing the names of all those held at
Minidoka. List the names according to their barrack address.

Provide a scale model of the entire camp to enable visitors to see
and understand the vastness of the camp, the large population
residing within the camp, and the spatial relationship of the
national monument to the historic extent of the camp. The scale
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model could be in the interpretive facilities or as part of a
traveling exhibit.

Have a registration book available so that visitors can record their
reactions to Minidoka, and also provide additional ideas.

Educational Programs and Strategies
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Develop multi-media educational materials such as DVDs, videos,
and encourage them to be broadcast on television. Create a
real-time media program. It could be a webcam on-site that is
displayed on the Minidoka website and at off-site locations, such
as Seattle and Portland.

Develop a multi-disciplinary approach to convey the Minidoka
story and leverage the unique power of personal narrative to
convey it. Recount biographies in the individual’s own words.
Personal and emotional connections to history are what most
compel interest in historically significant locales. The poems of
Mitsuye Yamada are one fine example, especially as they recount
her life before, during, and after her time at Minidoka.

Bring together an advisory group of teachers to guide
educational programs.

Provide teacher training workshops on-site during a two day
period. Provide honorarium and credit to teachers for
participating in workshop. Encourage teachers both nationally
and internationally to participate.

Maintain a team of traveling teachers to educate about Minidoka
in communities throughout the region.

Develop a speaking or lecture program with a panel of experts or
speakers on subjects congruent with the purpose of the national
monument.
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Compile a traveling kit for teachers. The kit could include
artifacts, teaching plans, and could be a traveling trunk or duffle
bag representative of those brought to Minidoka by internees.

Develop a traveling exhibit that could include films, PowerPoint
presentations, and workshops that accompany it. It could be
used by school groups, and operated by seasonal staff. It could
be based upon the average internee’s experience.

Work locally with the Valley School, Magic Valley Alternative
School, and Jerome School District.

Minidoka educational materials and funding should be made
available to the College of Southern Idaho (CSI), to augment
their existing facilities and resources. The public could have
access to these materials at CSI.

Partner with the Idaho Council for Social Studies to promote
Minidoka at their annual state convention or at a regional event.
Need a chapter in the Idaho history books about Minidoka.

Develop an education component to work with social studies
teachers, such as the National Council for Social Studies (NCSS),
state departments of public instruction, etc. This should be
coordinated with other existing organizations beyond the borders
of Idaho.

Develop a program where students could receive academic
credits for participating in national monument activities, such as
archeological projects. Educational programs could also be part
of “outdoors school” in order to learn civic lessons.

Create an educational program targeted for the descendants of
former internees. This type of program would encourage
descendants to keep their families’ stories alive.

Build a curriculum that is simple enough to teach. It should
comply with the “No Child Left Behind” standards.



Create a program for individuals to make commemorative
artwork.

Develop a living history program.

Provide a bilingual interpretive program (Japanese/ English), as
many Japanese nationals have an interest in Minidoka.

Work with architecture or engineering classes at I[daho
universities to build a scale model of the camp and of the water
towers.

Off- site Education

Develop off-site interpretation at the various “assembly center”
locations where internees were sent prior to Minidoka and at

some of the places where internees leaving camp were relocated.

Provide educational information at the Eden railroad stop where
internees were unloaded. This location could help to provide
visitors with sense of the internees’ arrival experience.

Cultural Resources

Collections

Collect and display artifacts, such as arts and crafts and scrap
lumber furniture that internees created at Minidoka.

Collaborate with museums and other organizations to increase
knowledge of and accessibility to artifacts and memorabilia
curated and protected by Minidoka Internment National
Monument.

Oral History

Contact the former teachers, military police, and other staff that
worked at the Minidoka WRA Center to obtain oral histories and
other information that could be used interpretively.

Barracks Block

George Nakashima, furniture designer and architect, designed
and built a “model apartment” for his family at Minidoka. With
the help of Nakashima’s descendents, recreate the “model
apartment” based on historic photographs and drawings.

The bathroom, toilet, and laundry room should be authentic:
showers with no partitions, toilets with no partitions or with
cardboard boxes used for privacy, scrub boards to wash clothes,
sheets, and towels by hand, etc. The mess halls should contain
the “picnic” tables where meals were eaten with audio of three
hundred people eating together.

To reflect the complexity of historical experience, to express the
values of most internees, and to show why relocation was unjust
and unnecessary, it is important to balance symbols of
incarceration with those of internee life. Perhaps nothing better
expresses the culture, the endurance, and the vitality of internee
experiences than does a garden. Thus, in addition to Fujitaro
Kubota’s entry garden, it would be very effective to recreate one
or more of the gardens in front of the residential barracks.

Restore unpaved pathways and wooden boardwalks that the
internees built and used at Minidoka Relocation Center.

Show the little details-"1 remember the satin flags with stars
hanging...to represent each family member serving in the
military... A gold star was placed by names on the Honor Roll to
show that that soldier had died in combat... Pail and brush to
clean shoes...”

Consider restoring recreation areas, including baseball fields,
recreation halls, etc.

Natural Resources

Consider contaminants from the World War Il era that may be
on-site and at the landfill, including burned coal residue,
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arsenic, heavy metals, radioactive isotopes, gas/diesel
underground storage tanks, and residue from the historic
wastewater treatment system.

Visitor Use and Facilities

Visitors should be able to experience Minidoka at their own pace

and in their own space. There should be no entrance fee or
mandatory guided tours.

Provide space for a bookstore and gift shop. Sell items that
reflect the experiences of the internees, similar to the historic
canteen items.

Develop a large outdoor gathering space.
Construct a picnic area for visitors.
Provide a classroom and discussion group area.

Include copies of the Minidoka Irrigator newspaper and Hunt
Highlights at a library that it is open to the public.

Artists should be involved early in the development of the

Idaho Organizations: Friends of Minidoka Inc., Jerome
County Historical Society, North Side Canal Company,
College of Southern Idaho and the Herrett Center, South-
Central Idaho Tourism and Recreational Development
Association, chambers of commerce, Idaho Farm and
Ranch Museum,

Oregon Organizations: Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center,
Oregon Cultural Heritage Commission, Four Rivers
Cultural Center,

Washington Organizations: Wing Luke Asian Museum,
Densho Project, University of Washington Department of
American Ethnic Studies,

California Organizations: Japanese American National
Museum, National Japanese American Historical Society,
Japanese American National Library, University of
California at Davis (Japanese American oral history
project).

monument and their work fully integrated into the design.

Partnerships and Outreach

36

Consider partnerships with the following organizations:

o National Organizations: Japanese American Citizens
League(specifically chapters located in Idaho, Washington,
Oregon and Alaska), Asian American Comparative
Collection at the University of Idaho, Smithsonian, Nisei
Veterans associations, Japanese American churches, state
historical societies, Boy and Girl Scouts, Japanese sister
city programs, Pearl Harbor Association, universities and
schools.

Minidoka Internment National Monument Abbreviated Final GMP/EIS

Keep in continuous contact with Japanese American community,
as input is vital for outreach and educational outreach.

Make connections with churches throughout the nation that
provided Christmas gifts to children at Minidoka; outreach to
these communities.

Develop a recreational program related to historic significance of
baseball, with teams from across the nation coming to Minidoka
to play baseball.

Encourage the development of an Asian American think tank,
race relations research center, conference center for seminars.

Land Protection and Boundaries

Through cooperative agreements, encourage the protection of
prominent topographic and landscape features and the character



of the historic camp landscape. For example, use conservation
easements, conservation plans, and scenic conservation
easements.

e Develop strategies for creative management and acquisition
measures with partners (e.g. non-profit acquisition of land in
efforts to preserve or expand national monument boundary).
Only consider willing buyer, willing seller for boundary
adjustments. Condemnation is not an option.

e Consult with the landowner to explore the remnants of the
historic Nitta garden/Wildlife Preserve. Some internees had
experiences there as children played there.

e To orient visitors to the site and to indicate the spatial
relationship of the present-day national monument to the former
Minidoka Relocation Center, work with neighboring properties to
mark the historic boundaries, guard towers, and water towers at
the camp. Mark these locations with tall slender poles or other
indicators that could be color-coded or numbered and referenced
to a site plan drawing.

Access and Circulation

e Issues and ideas to consider in the transportation study- re-
routing Hunt Road, create turnouts, or construct speed bumps.
400 South should be extended as a paved through roadway,
including a bridge over the North Side Canal.

e Consider shuttle or transit service to the national monument with
an interpretive guide or tour. This would limit the number of
vehicles on the roads in and around the national monument.

e In cooperation with Amtrak, arrange for passenger train service
to a stop near Minidoka Internment National Monument.
Arriving visitors would then be bussed to the national
monument. This could be symbolic of the transportation of
arriving internees to the camp by train and bus.

NPS Responses to Comments
from Correspondence

The public comments contained numerous helpful comments and
suggestions to the GMP. These comments are summarized in the
Summary of Public Comments on the draft GMP/EIS found in the
Chapter 6 of this document. The following comment and response
section only addresses substantive comments, as required by federal
law, the National Environmental Policy Act (40 CFR 1502.4) and the
NPS Director’s Order 12 Handbook on Conservation Planning, Environ-
mental Impact Analysis, and Decision-Making. Substantive comments
are those which challenge the accuracy of the analysis, dispute the
accuracy of information presented, suggest different viable alterna-
tives, or provide new information that makes a change in the pro-
posal. In other words, they raise, debate, or question a point of fact,
policy, or a concept presented in the document. The NPS is required
to respond to all substantive comments. Comments in favor or
against the proposed action or alternatives or comments that only
agree or disagree with policy, while valuable, are not considered sub-
stantive, and therefore do not require a formal response. They are,
however, a part of the public record and are considered along with
all other comments both written and verbal.

This section includes reproductions of letters received from govern-
ment agencies, organizations, and the reproduction of substantive
public comments that were received on the draft GMP/EIS during the
public comment period (June 21, 2005-September 19, 2005). Spe-
cific individualized responses to substantive comments, prepared by
the NPS, are also shown. The nature of substantive verbal comments
received from the public workshops held in July and August 2005
were similar to substantive written comments. Therefore, the plan-
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ning team determined that separate responses to verbal comments
were not necessary. Additionally, several individuals raised similar
substantive comments. For the purposes of this comment and re-
sponse section, the NPS selected one of these substantive comments
to represent the particular issue, and provided a single response. It
is noted in the response when the substantive comment summarizes
similar comments.

Letters appear on the left side of each page. Substantive comments
are denoted by brackets. The NPS response to each substantive com-
ment appears on the right side of the page.

A full set of public comments throughout the planning process are
maintained at the Minidoka Internment National Monument head-
guarters in Hagerman, ldaho.
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Responses

/ Letter 17: Elizabeth Wedel \

1 Thank you for your concerned response on the proposed name
change from Minidoka Internment National Monument to
Minidoka National Historic Site. We received several comments
on the name change and are addressing the name change issue
in response to your comment. The comments received both
supported and did not support the name change, and some
individuals offered new names. The NPS strongly considered all
of these comments and concluded that the proposed name
change is the preferred alternative to be carried into the Final
GMP/EIS. There are several reasons the NPS chose to keep the
proposed name change, and they are described below.

One primary reason for changing the name is the lack of
consensus on the appropriate terms that accurately describe the
internment and incarceration of Nikkei during World War Il. As
stated in the “Diverse Terminology and Perspectives on the
Treatment of Nikkei in the U.S. during World War II,” numerous
words have been used to describe the U.S. government’s
wartime policy toward Nikkei, the events through which this
policy was implemented, and the facilities that provided for
implementation. The word “internment” is problematic for
several historians, scholars, and individuals who assert that the
WRA camps were not “internment camps.” “Internment
camps” were Department of Justice camps generally run by the
Immigration and Naturalization Service. They maintain that
“internment” is a legal term that describes the imprisonment of
civilian enemy aliens during wartime, which is different than
imprisoning all Nikkei (Japanese Americans and legal residents of
Japanese ancestry). They suggest that the word “internment”
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Responses

/ (Elizabeth Wedel) \

misinterprets what occurred at Minidoka.

The term “national monument” is similarly confusing for some
members of the public. One commenter noted that “national
monument” conjures large natural landscapes, such as Craters
of the Moon National Monument or Mount Saint Helens National
Monument. Several people have stated their ideas for the
design of a monument or memorial feature, rather than
understanding that the national monument is 73 acres of the
historic Minidoka camp.

Archeological, built, and landscape features and historic events
at Minidoka merit the designation of historic site. In 2001,
Minidoka Internment National Monument was designated a
national park unit through presidential proclamation under the
Antiquities Act of 1906. NPS unit names can be changed
through legislation. It is therefore appropriate to suggest a
name change to Minidoka National Historic Site to be more
reflective of the unit’s historic value. National historic sites may
or may not describe the historic events or features for which the
site was designated in their titles. An example is Manzanar
National Historic Site which preserves, protects, and interprets
the historic Manzanar War Relocation Authority Center where
Japanese Americans were interned and incarcerated during
World War Il in eastern California.

Comments on the name change varied. Some commenters
stated that it is important to keep the word “internment”
because it helps to define what occurred at Minidoka. A couple
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\

Responses

/ (Elizabeth Wedel) \

individuals suggested new names, such as “Minidoka
Concentration Camp National Historic Site” while others were
adamant that the term “Relocation Center” was the most
historically accurate term that should be used. One term in the
NPS unit’s name, whether it is “internment,” “relocation center,”
or “concentration camp” does not describe who was interned,
by whom, during what time period, for what reasons, nor for
how long. It is these questions that the national monument
intends to answer for visitors to the site.

Education is the key mission of the national monument, and the
terminology subject will be an important component of education
and interpretation at the site. Minidoka is intended to present a
forum for learning and discussing the primary interpretive
themes and issues related to the interment and incarceration of
Nikkei during World War Il. Terminology is an important part of
this history and the interpretation of it. Therefore, the NPS’s
position is to change the name to Minidoka National Historic Site
and ensure that the site’s history, including terminology, is
accurately and honestly provided at the site.

- %
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\ / Letter 27: Ralph Walker-Willis \

1 The phrase, “a violation of civil and constitutional rights” is
presently a widely accepted judgment about the World War ||
incarceration of persons of Japanese ancestry in the United
States. The Supreme Court found Gordon Hirabayashi in 1943
and Fred Korematsu in 1944 guilty for their failure to obey the
curfew and exclusion directive created under Executive Order

Ralph Walker-Willls. -
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F:;n;::'t:;rglt‘lnnl'l Monument 9066. In 1976 President Gerald R. Ford forma”y revoked
Hagerman, 10 83332-9570 8 Executive Order 9066 stating, . . . that [the] evacuation was
Anns Tamura,Project Mamager wrong [and] Japanese-Americans were and are loyal

Hatlomal Park Service.
009 First Ave.
Seattle, WA SH1O04-1080

1

Americans.” Thus, Executive Order 9066 is no longer
operational. Additionally, other Presidents and Congress have

1 thask F d1 t the Minidoks Monument;"HPS Relaeases Draft i i

Binara] Loninanent FTass 153 Tus) are epmusns taken actions to acknowledge that the internment and

It has been said that®sme's willimgmess to scknowledge @ painting fs incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War Il was not
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pian it General Management Plan.
Your repested insistamce that the 1940z relocation/internment wes e"vio-
Tatiom of civil and comstitutional rights®i1g bofally untrue:tha US Suprems
Court 1n fts decfsions im the wartime cases of Hirobayashi, Endo amd
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Courts in 1983 and 1986 respectively. Their wartime convictions
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ethnicity. Certainly the Hirabayashi and Korematsu cases are
part of our legal history since the Justice Department did not

o /
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Responses

/ (Ralph Walker-Willis)

appeal the vacated verdicts and these cases never went up to
the 1983 and 1986 U.S. Supreme Court. As legal precedent,
however, District Court Judge Patel writes that “it is now

Judge Voorhees in 1986 stated that, “It is now considered by
almost everyone that the internment of Japanese-Americans
during World War Il was simply a tragic mistake for which
American society as a whole must accept responsibility.”

recognized as having very limited application” and, District Court

\

/
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/ Letter 38: Robert K. Tsutakawa

/
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1 Early in the planning process, the NPS did consider including a
campground as a feature of one of the alternatives to be
analyzed in the EIS. Upon review, however, a campground was
not considered to be compatible with the purpose of the national
monument. In addition, the small size of the monument makes it
impractical to properly locate such a facility on-site without
disrupting cultural resources, the cultural landscape, or their
interpretation. Thus, a campground was eliminated from the
alternatives carried forward for analysis.
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/ Letter 42: Diane Takeuchi \

1 Early in the planning process, the NPS did consider providing
train and bus transportation for visitors to the national
monument. This would be symbolic of the rail and bus
transportation of arriving internees and would provide an
interpretive experience for visitors. These provisions would
almost certainly be developed in partnership with others, as you
suggest. Thus, they are implicitly included in the strong off-site
educational, interpretive, and outreach programs to be
developed through partnerships under alternatives B, C, and D.
Your recommendations have been carried forward as
implementation-level suggestions. See the new section
“Comments on Implementation of the Plan” located in Chapter
2: Public Review of the Draft GMP/EIS located in this
Abbreviated Final GMP/EIS document.

- /
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/ Letter 46: Tom Mukai \

1 The map on page 2 of Newsletter Number 4, released in June
2005, incorrectly labels some of the residential blocks. However,
the map of Minidoka Relocation Center on page 14 of the Draft
General Management Plan correctly identifies the proper
locations of the residential blocks and other camp features
relative to the footprint of Minidoka Internment National
Monument. This map is used in the Abbreviated Final General

Management Plan instead of the map that was included in
Newsletter 4.
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management af whal wauld become the Minidaka Nation Historic Site. Our cangratulations o the Madional

Park Service for working 1o presere fis mparanl pan of aha and US histony

Fiich Just

Manages

Comprehensive Planning, Resaanch and Raview
I&aho Department of Parks and Recreation

PO Box 83720

Boise |0 837 20-0065

[208)-X34-418], exl. 306

FAX (208)-334-3741

nustiTlidpr. stabe id.ug

Wisit our websibe ab wae parksandrecregiion dabo gov

JIL 2 2 2005

HARFL

L
ol

—————

et |

Letter 51: Rick Just, Idaho Department of Parks and \
Recreation
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UNITED STATES ENVIHOMMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGHIN 18
120 it Ay
Smarfa, WA S0 01

July 7, 2005 n p
FILE COPY
AEET OF ETPAOKE Ref: 02-029-NF3
Meil King
Superintendent
Minidaka Infemnment Malsanal Momumsnt
P.Cy Bag, 570

Hagerman, [ 5332
Drear Mr. King:

The U5 Envircamental Protection Agency (EPA) has completed 118 review of e drall
Ervironmental Inpact Ststement (DELS) for the Misidoks Internment National Monumeni
(CRQ 20030264 in accondance with our asthorities and respansibilitiss under the Nalsnal
Emviranmental Policy Ac! (NEPAD and Section 309 of the Clean Adr Act.

The draft EIS evalistes theee allermstives. Alemstive A is the no-sction aleemative or
continued management for project area; Aliernative B emphasizes outreach, off-site edecalon,
resource probeciion, and minsmal mew development; Aliemative O i the Agency Preferred
Akemative and emphasizes on-sie edecation and inderpretation, and culbaral resource protecison
throagh refabalitation, restoration, and recossiruetion; and ARlemanve [ ernphasizes on-site
educgtion and interpretation through new facilities.

EFA his sssigned a rating of LO (Lack of Chgectian) to the Preferred Allernative. Cur
rating and a sammary of our comments will ba publsshed in the Feokeral Boginer. W suppon
1 Prefermed Alvemative 1o prosest and enhance culurml resources. However, we have some
questions and recommendations regarding disclosing information and impacts mors compleely,

o

o2

Throughoat the EIS it states that increased staffing will reduce impacls & culbural
resourses. However, the document does fof diacess how much extra staffing is nesded to protect
resaunces and if there will be funding for sdditional staffing. Please discuss this in the Final ELS.

Thi EIS dascussss some wikdlife species (Mulbs deer, Pronghom antelope, walerfowl,
Red-tailed hawks) in Chapier 3, Affecied Envircement. The EIS also states thal a vanely of
wildlifis can bee foursd on the national monument. W recommend asesing the specific
popalations that exist in the project srea and disclosing that information. Also, in Chapeer 4,
Envirommental Consequences, there is a general discussion of the mtenssty of ¢Tects on wildiale,
bl thene 18 no inlamstion on poteatial impacts 1o specific populations or individual species and

farthermare, species are not discussed whatsoever in this section.  Ploase discuss whal the

.
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Letter 56: Christine Reichgots, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency

\

1 Staffing of the national monument under alternatives B (8
employees), C (12 employees), and D (15 employees) is
commensurate with the level of development and the
anticipated visitation to the national monument for each
alternative. These staff include park rangers and cultural
resource specialist positions in varying numbers, proportional to
the level of development envisioned for each alternative. A
comparison of the staffing levels and costs of each alternative
are provided on pages 212-213 of the Draft GMP/EIS. Thus,
alternatives B, C, and D would each have visitor contact, park
protection, and cultural resource expertise to properly manage
and safeguard cultural (and other) resources. As such, staffing
under each of these alternatives is considered to be sufficient to
protect cultural resources to the extent that any adverse effects
that might occur would not be sufficient to affect the character
or diminish the features that qualify a resource as eligible for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

The National Park Service budget, like that of most other Federal
agencies, is set each year by the President and requires approval
by Congress. Funding for the development and management of
the monument over the 15- to 20-year planning horizon of the
GMP cannot be known in advance. For the purposes of planning
the management of the national monument and for the purposes
of analyzing potential impacts of that management, it is
assumed that the NPS would have sufficient funding and
personnel to implement any one of the alternatives. This

assumption is stated at the outset of the analysis of

o /




Comments

02 podential impacts would be from constnecBon and operstion ko Use wildlile populatons dissssed
in Chagiler 3, Alfecied Environment.

03 The EIS stabes under Alternative C thal the name of the slte woald be changed io
Minédokn Matiosal Historic Sise. We question whether or mot this namse change would affect tha
managemes of the area by reducing it's protective states, Please discuss bow the name change
would bgally alfect the propect arca i st all

o4 There is a section in the EIS tithed, “Tribal [sterests,” This section klentifies peotecting
ereaty mights in off-neservation aress with hunting as o critically important issue. However, the
impacts to this major concemn are not analyzed in the document. We stroagly recommend further
discussing this s even thoagh no formal letier has beem received from the affected tribes
identified in the E18, Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, The EIS should clearly staie if tresty rights

andior hunting rights and aceess woulbd bo affested and analyzed if necessary.

Thask you for the opporiunity bo comment o the draft E1S. A copy of the miing system used in
conducting our review is enclosed for your reference. Plesse feel free to comtact Lynne
MoWhorler al (206) 553-0205F with any question hal yoa hive

Fhiest EAh

NEFPA Review Unit

ﬁmﬁ Fiyrparind lagier

\

Responses

/ (Christine Reichgots) \

environmental consequences, on page 215 of the Draft GMP/EIS.

2 No wildlife studies specific to the national monument are
known to exist. The information about wildlife presented in the
Draft GMP/EIS on pages 117 and 118 was derived from
knowledge of the habitat, information about regional wildlife
populations, and casual on-site observations. This information is
commensurate with the intensity, context, and duration of the
potential impacts that could result from the management
alternatives analyzed in the EIS.

Analyses of potential environmental consequences on pages
233, 234, 243, 255, 256, and 265 have been revised to include
references to specific wildlife species, as suggested in your
comment.

3 Regardless of the many names and official designations of the
lands that make up the National Park System, the NPS applies
the same high level of management and protection, as required
by interrelated provisions of the NPS Organic Act of 1916 and
the NPS General Authorities Act of 1970, including amendments
to the latter law enacted in 1978 (“Redwood amendment”).
Specific provisions for protection and management of the units
of the National Park System are detailed in the National Park
Service's Management Policies 2001. Thus, the name change to
Minidoka National Historic Site proposed under Alternative C
and D would not alter NPS management of the area or reduce
its protective status.

\_ /
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Responses

/ (Christine Reichgots) \
4 The text of the Draft GMP/EIS on pages 141 and 218 has been
modified in response to your comments. The Shoshone-Bannock
Tribes did not provide comment on any interests relative to the
presence of Minidoka Internment National Monument.
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Flease Provide Your Comments by September 17, 2005

The MPS ifrviles wou 4 share wour Comments and concems regarding the draft general management plan and
emviranmental impact Saterer GMPAEIS], By providing your commanss, you can help make the fingl plan &
better plan to guide the fubure of Minidoka Internmens National Monument

The draft GMPEE contaire four detinet Abematives o the future management af Minidoka, The draft GMPES
ifenbdies Anermatye © as prefered by the HPS Pease tell us if you agres with the prefemed alternative,
prefer anather altermative, or clements of any of the altematives.  You may alsa provide comments on
all sections ard @lements of the draft GMP/EIS.

W ape that you Take the Bme 1o read and comment on the draft GMREIS. Your input is impastant & us

S —

Pleme inchade a separate sheet for additicnal commenss

Camments can ako be subfitied via e-mal 1o MIN_GMP@nps.gov
Al o o vwill become par of B i iR 30 Copsts 81 DEVRETH Incding sy rames snd homs sddsen of rmporcent, may be
v Tt Pl Erapeerion, inadvick el responcens musy regeen B Busls home sddain e withbkd b Bk el 0o, whas sl b Raapesd 11 18
iyt allowable by e Feopmsiy o withbuold reeen 93 Sikdaices Tul b d ey 81 thi: bginning of the
il med b ; L P [ ard from o ey, o e
i ipatirepmse. welll B Lk s iisibis: For i mzeciion i Hher ertrety. Pl s oorfesens by by B0, DS Ay o e due dates sl be
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/ Letter 62: Thomas K. Takeuchi, Jr.

/
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Thark you for S opporiniy i shans my commants Gnd concams G e
ranageenl plan ke S Minoka Inlemment National Monument. | Hmrr-_rulll'l'lllﬂ'hﬂ
o 10 he pubko 3nd | @k only Sl my hoee podress be wlhield Bom e

I would ke 1 ghan iy agenda, nwmumwwmlmhm
Parks and Sl we noed mone areas whees e land, scosysies, and natural ATl Wa
reeed s areas b0 understand natume snd leam (o feipect purworid. W also need amas. which hae
mistorical signifeancs, bul enly ¥ wa an lam Trom e past io creale & heafthier and kappaer fulus
wuﬂlmmmmmtunwmhﬂmmwm I bobeae
Thuere hanve been tmes and placen whisn W neadsd 1o lam and importance of historical
il W 41 and "'"'ﬂ'lﬂrhll:hl'lg! and we did not. Such Fings & e
Hiroshi ma "Wear Memorial 50 abrs e huran mes i il on aheihar @ feeiar sk i aver necessany

e

righis which cur oouniry was. iounted upon from American clizen beciuse of culluml, isancial acal
rebgous. o sl prelerenonidiferaaces

W need In isam from our mistakes in the past, and o do so means tatl we nised o frean an
@ccurate and truthful sccoust of our Ristory. To igrons, 1o forgel, of 10 re-erite the past | o mistake which
remans will ortins (o suffer. | suggest hal we S50 IgRoring. we sinp forgeting, we siop resweiing the
kil Wl A Msaming fene: thie Nt and we begin in sirive jor & betie iomomow.

\

The Mmidoka b i W i s an axeallent exampls of our msiake n the
Lo mwngmmmmn‘rgmmhmmmmmnmhunmﬁnamll

Eccurately recom o history. Using your giossary of ieems for (he loliwing woeds

As such | do nol Seel inleshmenl & B o lam. mﬂmmmm*ﬂm
e YRGS @nough in misinionm e public iF's rus nalwe-tn defain and confine Amencan Gl
“inierrement” is defined in your giossany of tenms &4 The B2t o Eie of baing demired or confned. & lerm
releering to the imprsonman of caikan anany alens during warime”. The ndividuals being delsned and
confined wens Amencan clizens. and nol enemy slens

mmmmummwum;wmwmﬁ
kg in cLsiady o ponfinksd, especaly during o penod of ¥ whils g irial”. Tha
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FarPermcns, “reiccalion” should mol b used becauss the Amercan chizers defared o
eniinid wane not in "the act or simie of being esinbiished in @ new plice™ This Seams 0 B 8 mon
courate term for FesEnESons.

A Binally, “evacuabion” should not be Used because svacurion impbss. the peaple sgreed and

supponad the act or stale of a.or g sy place of area, aspecialy a
Treatened area” Tmmmmwﬂy e Nisinrical fack that these fmencan Glosns
i farcnd By mova o @ plaos Sumou hrhm-du'nmdm 17 e fash vkl indliniad &

niched
mreatened aned, nmmm:mﬁmnmn&wﬂm.mmmm
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Thar most aocusThe e s 2 “concentrabion camp” which e ;ﬁmmmnmdnm
" Thase Amenican oimens
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“a place or of o forcble resiraini”. Boih these jenms, winile aooursle are polifcaly
wiercs v and sighity derogainny and am such, | would recommend “incanceralon” which i "t act o st
of beng conbned. shut in, of put in prsen™
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| understand there are poltical, firancal snd burssucratic difemnees lor Hisforical She, k
Hational Park,. W that is 8o, then | would suggest thal whaeses holds he grealest posiion in
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wapmrience of Monument Valley should apply by Brges, fiduisl SInsciures rmitet han & Moonaitons]
wastelsrd,
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/ (Thomas K. Takeuchi, Jr.) \

1 Thank you for your comments. You raise important points
about terminology and the words to describe the internment and
incarceration of Nikkei during World War Il. Terminology
continues to be an issue for many members of the public, as the
words that are used have various definitions and connotations.
The NPS has taken the position of acknowledging the range of
opinions and perspectives on terminology, while not singling out
particular words as either “correct” or “acceptable.” This
discussion on terminology called “Diverse Terminology and
Perspectives on the Treatment of Nikkei in the U.S. during
WWII" is located on page 2 of the Draft GMP/EIS. This section
has been moved to the front of the Final GMP/EIS before the
Table of Contents, so that the reader can easily find this
discussion and understand its importance for interpreting this
piece of American history.
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| recommerd Alsraative . The ™+ would be teo modifications 1o your ARsmative G,
1. | v the plar 1o iekecaBon oha compiale reskantal Biock with ifs 12 haracks, dining hal
Imandiry and saniason Deiding, and recreabon mall Thes soncsl cealcn of ha Dok and compeiz
residenial biock wouwd atond the publc the apgomuniy [ winess e Mnidoka Inlemment Camg. This
sroukd be am scourate and auihenic as possble withoul te ooy of poved pefways, oF wall Isguiation, of
8IS Miguired 0o bring a bulking up 1o housing coce

Furthermaore, | would spgges! (hat eng & fen barack should loos bes whel the Amencan cilkmans
waww when iy wes @ived on thi first day.  This wowlkd be: unpainted weood with s thirt aliows
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Responses

/ (Thomas K. Takeuchi, Jr.) \

2 With reference to your comments about “Modifications for
C+,” the NPS has explored some of these ideas. The NPS
management policy on reconstruction of missing structures has
guided our decision-making process on reconstruction at
Minidoka. NPS policy on reconstruction is purposefully restrictive
because “no matter how well conceived or executed,
reconstructions are contemporary interpretations of the past
rather than authentic survivals from it.” The NPS has proposed
reconstruction of key structures at Minidoka, including the
perimeter fence, guard tower, and honor roll. The general public
and the NPS concur that these features are of absolute
importance to accurately interpret the Minidoka landscape and
stories. Other buildings in the administration and warehouse
area can be interpreted through means other than
reconstruction, such as wayside panels with historic photographs
or other media. A scale model of the camp could also be an
effective educational tool about the layout of the camp.

A newly constructed visitor center is proposed in alternative D on
page 195 of the Draft GMP/EIS. Numerous public comments
have explicitly stated that new construction would be
incongruous with the historic scene. The NPS decision to
adaptively use historic buildings, such as those in the warehouse
area, was guided by public comments and NPS management
policy which describes use of historic structures. The policy
states that historic properties should be used to the maximum
extent feasible “whenever operationally appropriate and
economically prudent. The National Historic Preservation Act
also requires each agency to implement alternatives for the

@aptive use of historic properties it owns... Therefore, /
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Responses

/ (Thomas K. Takeuchi, Jr.)

No administrative or public use will be permitted that would
threaten the stability or character of a structure, the museum
objects within it, or the safety of its users, or that would entail
alternatives significantly compromising its integrity.” It is
therefore feasible to adaptively use historic structures at
Minidoka without limiting their educational and historic value.

\

compatible uses for structures will be found whenever possible...




Comments

/

\

F i

—! Biaard of Birectoni.

At devain el
Fresideni

LLLTETT
Wi Farienl

K bk

bt Fusarial Der
Fowl Yamaichl

Mt BT did
Raa Matn

Sevrtmy

|. Fichi Sakaniye
Hiioria

Strphern Fugita, DL
i ol
Barbura abibiuina

Pl Dewitt

Kaven asscka

Py Matvati
Ertitin imain

Py b Dy
Barkera K. Lich igwrma
[
Fesegh Vsstabe, PO,

edwiiony Baard

Temioka Farrep

% Katie Hioorusha
gE o by Hem RO
Hort Mkt Beda

U5 B of Bepeetaie
fom iz
[

Cassdy Sakausye

R Mariein S Rk
i Shirwizd

Vb ibida

- 0 jAMSJ Japanese American Museum of San Jose
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Presarving the histary and celture of Santa Clara Valley
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Augusi 16, 2006

HMatlonal Park Service
U5, Deepartment of the: Interior
Plansing and Compliance Office

Dear SirMadam:

Your Drnft General Mgl Plan and Esvironmental lmpaci Sisesnent
I wiery well done and we congrafulaie you for the weork vou did.

01 1 weould likoe, haweever, bo ask thal you make an additbon Bat was omitied on
the “Honor Roll™ of those who served inthe US, Amy.

You cmitied the anse, “Mark Hirstsukn.” You have, however, comeely
placed the name of his brother Frank an the Hemor Rell,

Mty name: ks Ernesi Hiratsuka, finst cousin o bosh Mark and Frank. The thees
of ws came jogether o Basic Trmining Camp at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, in

1943, I was a grest Feeling for all thees of w5 1o be topether during this period.
Mark Hiratsuka's doughter, Virginia, s busbed in Minidoka

bdark Hiratsukn prssed away in December 2004, in Anchorage Alasks, and
his brother Frank passad soay im 1994, also in Anchompe, Alaska,

Hopefully you will be able to confirem that Mark Hiratsuka did traly enter the
serviee from hinl dodos |memient Camp.

Yﬂm wery trudy,

&z Miiitaitke

¥olunteer af the Japanese American Muossam of San Jose

EH:k
Encl. Copy af the Honor Rall

535 Morth Fifth Street, San ke, Calfkomia 13013 + tebiphors 408, 1543130 # G0 408 234 557 + maidjams oy * whsearsiog

/

Responses

Letter 80: Ernest Hiratsuka, Japanese American
Museum of San Jose

\

1 Thank you for your comment. Mark Hiratsuka’s name did not
appear on the central panel of the Minidoka Honor Roll that was
built in 1943. In a historic photograph from circa 1945, there are
two additional panels with names. At this time the names on
the two side panels cannot be discerned due to the range of
focus in the historic photographs. Mark Hiratsuka’s name may
be on one of these panels.

In the WRA Minidoka Roster which listed every Minidoka
internee, Mark Hiratsuka is listed as leaving Minidoka on
independent employment to Jerome, ID on 4/27/1944. It does
not indicate that he left Minidoka for military service.

However, evidence from the National Archives, Japanese
American Veterans Association, and news articles supports the
fact that he did enter military service on 6/21/1944 and served in
the 100th Battalion during World War 1.

More research will determine if his name is listed on the side
panels of the Minidoka Honor Roll before it would be
reconstructed.

One of the primary interpretive themes for Minidoka is Nisei
military service during World War Il. The NPS will interpret this
piece of history with recognition of those who served in the
military from Minidoka.

%
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/ Letter 94: Steven Goldsmith

\

1 Thank you for your suggestion. A database or searchable
record of those who were incarcerated at Minidoka is an
excellent idea. This record will provide former Minidoka
internees, former Minidoka WRA staff, their descendents, and
researchers with a tool to search those who were affiliated with
Minidoka. This project and interpretive component has been
added to alternatives B, C, and D on pages 165 and 180.
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TAKASUMI KOJIMA Im & 8

2500 CEDAR STREET

a "'] BERKELEY, CA 94708
(510} 540-5974
. H

NEIL KING: SUPERINTENDENT
MINIDOKA INTERNMENT NATIONAL MONUMENT
P. 0. BOX 570

221 NORTH STATE STREET
HAGERMAN, IDAHD 83332

Mr. Neil King;
Subject: Minidoka Internment National Momment Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for the two materiols on Minidoka archeology. Thi materials were
enlightening and [ will be depositing the materials at the Bancroft Library at UC-
Berkeley.

Regarding the comments on the draft General Management Plan; the presentation was
excellent and the draft report was comprehensive and well documented, The organization
and the table of contents explain the relecation movement.

The methodology and the four altematives were well conceived. [ agree with your chofee
of Alternative C and its details. The establishment of the typical block is a logical way 1o
explain the pattern of activities which took place at the camp. [ do not remember going
gway from Block 29, where | lived, except going 1o the Stafford Elementary School and
the swimming ai the Morth Side Canal.

There are several minor missing descriptions:

o1 Lack of California residence in the general description of camp inhabitant (page
and 9)
02 2 Description of Segregation Camp at Tule Lake is not correct — many Nikkei from

rural Sacramento Valley refused to move to other camps and remained; they were
called Old Tulean and left the camp at first opportunity in early 1945, Our family,
wihsis were fatherless during internment, had our choice made by the Block
Manager io relocate to Minidoka, Although this move was troublesome, it turned
oul 1o be the best choice for our family.

3. The description of the last phase of camp closing should be expanded as it became
chaotic. We were one of the last to leave since we did have our father back from

/ Letter 97: Takasumi Kojima

Santa Fe Immigration Detention Center and prior to internment, our family was
farm laborers, poing from harvest to harvest, and wintering in the Sacramento

/

Responses

1 Thank you for your comments. Additional information has
been added about California residents incarcerated at Minidoka
on page 1 and 9 of the Draft Plan.

2 The description of Tule Lake has been changed on page 28 to
include those who chose to remain at Tule Lake even though
they had answered “yes, yes” to the loyalty questionnaire. The
following sentence has been added to the page 28: “Those that
answered “yes, yes” could transfer to other camps. However,
several thousand Tule Lake internees who answered “yes, yes”
chose to stay at Tule Lake rather than transfer; these internees
were often called the “Old Tuleans.”

/
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Valley. During the final phase of closing the mess halls were closed as well as the
shower and toilet facilities and we had find the block wers there mess hall open
and shower facilities open. This was 2 lot inconvenience since in October the sun
lsaid s&t and walking back after dinner and shower was in the dark,

03 4 The route out of the camp (page 93) from Shoshone railway station should
inchude those from Califoria; we took a truck ride to Twin Falls rail station and
then to Opden. Litah where we transferred o the Californin bound train.

5. Al the camp, the guards left in early 1944 and barbed wire [encing were breached.
Some of the bachelor left the camp compound and set up shelters outside the
fenoe and came to the blocks for meals and showers, They were called hermits.
Several lived outside of Block 29,

The camp experience while dreadfill to most families, was a blessing to our family, being
fatherless, we could not have survived on the outside. Being transferred o Minidoka was
the best thing to happen to our family of four children and a mother. Block 29 -12-C is
where we lived with other families from Seattle area. This exposure 1o the urban families
was an eye opencr since we were from the reral area of Califomia. One difference was
the educational level, we were ai least two yeors behind our classmates even though we
were at the same grade. We heard that there were things abollege from our fellow
students. Looking back, we had our first taste of what should be our peals after camp
from staying at Camp Minidoka, The rest is history as all the: four children went on to
universities and graduste school,

A very warm and sincere thank you to the Park Service and supporters who hive
dedicated their time, energy and resources to proposing the Minidoka Interment
Historical Memorial and believing in its significance.

Takasumi Kojima

Responses

/ (Takasumi Kojima) \

3 On page 93, the text has been changed to include internees
returning to California and Alaska. The sentence now reads,
“The train stop at Shoshone was the departing location for most
internees leaving Minidoka to relocate outside the Exclusion
Zone during World War Il and those returning to Alaska,
Washington, Oregon, and California after the war.”
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#103

Responss io requesi for commenis on the Minidoka Inferment NM, NPS Draft General
Management Plan, MNo.4 dated June 2005,

Currenthy the site, with some building and other remains, and mimmal descriptions, does
not adequately educate visitors on what occurred at this American historical site.
Unforunataly visitors do not always realize that additional information can be obtained at
the NPS office in Hagerman, Those responsible for the Hagerman display have done an
excellent job, In summary, there is a definite need to enhance the Minidoka site.

‘With respect to the reference Management Plan, | have many concerns, First, [ highly, let
me emphasize - HIGHLY, encourage you not io be political. That s, DO NOT draw
conclusions or take a position concemning the evenis associated with Minidoka. NFS
should remain neutral and just present the facts, withow bias Let the public draw their

\

: own conclusions (if they want). To be impartial, you must present both sides of any
04 controversy oqually. Note: reference document, and other Iiterature put oul by the

NPS Hagesman office, make references to injustices, human rights issues, etc.. This
wrongly shows an office bias on points that may be . Thus it is a political issue,

\_

Yes, are books that allow an author & political fomm from which to speak their
opinion, there are Federal Govt. reports that are always bigsed 1o the position of the
current Federal administration, thus rendering them useless from a historical point, and
finally there is an apology by the Federal Govi., which 15 always done 1o gain some
political favor, therefore having no historical worth, Note: an apology docs not mean the
aci was wrong Cauiion: be carefiul what you extract from published works. [ believe NES
should find the undisputed facts and present them, Where facis are disputed, or in your
unbizsed judgment as an American, you believe the facts could be disputed, show all
points of view without bias to any, You must know that there ase always two sides toa
slory. For example, | can make a strong arpument for why internment was the best thing
that could have happened to the Japanese people and to the country. Remember, you need
only look at the many westemn coastal defenses to see that the Federal Govi. considered
the threat of a Japanese mvasion of the US mainland a REAL threat. We can only
speculaie as po what part the internments mighi have played if such a *“very possible™
event had occurred. Mote: Japan did attack the US munland in thres different ways: shore
bombardmeni, aircraft bombing, and balloon bombs. There is no way that we now, or the
Federal Govt, af the time, could determine the loyalties of the intermenis, regandless of
citizenship. Yes, many fought bravely in military uniis in Europe. Remember though,
many were LS citizens and therefore subject to the drafl like everyone else. Violunteered?
No one knows. It was normal for young men to “volundesr™ just before their draft date so
they could choose the service they wanied. The camp was a hardship for the residents and
that is a good story to tell, just like the stories of the hardships of thoss on the Oregon
trail. I strongly eocourage yoiu NOT to address the issue as 1o whether they should have
been taken to Minidoka in the first place. This issue has nothing to do with the history of
the site and what was happening in the world at the time. Later events are not relevant 1o
YOur purposs,

¥ou are lucky that current world events can help you understand the controversy above.
After %11, what was the attitude of many Americans toward those that even looked

/

Responses

/ Letter 103: Peter Schultz

1 See response to comment letter 27.

/
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middie castern, regardless of how long they have been in this coantry or their citizenship?
Likewise, there was Pear] Harbor (far worss than %71 1) and a national outery that lead us
into the on-going world war (which mvolved issues far greater than internment or nod).
There are many examples in both cases where human rights become sccondary to what is
believed to be best for the nation. It can be argued that the military draft was a violation
of human rights, but where would we have been without it? Issues are seldom simple. So
1 cantion you, do not assume conclustons.

Wlﬂl r:!bmuml.u ﬂmeagmnmt Phn I believe .FJI 3, “the most ]n]mlm' :lll.emn'll\'

0z mmplrtnfﬂmman Iuﬂtm'y is :p]m:lpnnt:l't aJIpmmr_'.rmd mund.nrr mﬁ I'u:ll.-:\'l:
ithe NPS Hagerman plan should be consistent, part of, and in agreement with a master
NPS plan for ALL internment sites. | do not believe any one site shoubd have i1s own plan
and priorities over all other sites. Every site should have a plan and be part of the overall

MPS plan. The approved NPS plan should not reflect the persuasive powers of any one

\

site, 1 believe ii is important that all sites are consistent with each other and with other
American historical sites. Assuming funding will not be available for all sites
simulanesusly, sites listed by priority, based on imporiance, scems appropriate.
Acquiring all the original land does not seem necessary, unless the lamd has El.ﬂl'ﬂﬂ:am
remains, A recreation of some of the buildings (to help undersiand the site), stating whene
they would actoally have been located (using arrows), is believed sullficient and
consisient with many other historical sites. [ see no benefit to large amounts of land
whiere there is nothing (unless it has an additional benefit such as being a wild life area),
or duplication. The minimal, but sufficient, amount of land required to tell the story
seems appropriate. Audio tours are considered excessive. Self guided fours with o
pamphlet and signage is consistent with ather historical sites. A small miuseum is
appropriste. Space should be made available for Japanese organizations to pul memorials,
or even gardens (at their own expense). This may be a federal issue, bat it is also state and
county history, and the state’s and county’s involvement | belisve 15 essential,

NP5 should focus on the site, not our reflections some 60 years later, on the site, or the
reasons for its being, Fogus should be, where people came from, life at the site, and
where they went after it closed. Quotes to help understand life at this site, are appropriate,
Yes, there 18 much more 1o the story. but [ do not believe it is the place of NPS
Hagerman, with a single site, to address all the issues. | believe the story ends when the
gite closed. | am happy to assist with the planning and wording of materials for this
undertakimg.

Sincerely,

Peter Schultz, 360-621-9346

Retired, full time travelar

.
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/ (Peter Schultz) \

2 Thank you for your comments. The NPS has not undertaken a
comprehensive plan for all internment sites, as the NPS does not
own or have management authority over these properties. The
NPS only has park planning responsibilities for NPS sites, which
include Minidoka and Manzanar.

However, in 1991, Congress authorized the National Park
Service to prepare a National Historic Landmark theme study on
Japanese Americans during World War Il. The purpose of this
study is to identify historic places that best exemplify and
illustrate the period from 1941 to 1946 when Japanese
Americans and Japanese aliens were ordered to be detained,
relocated, or excluded pursuant to Executive Order 9066 and
other actions. Thirty-seven properties were identified in H.R.
543, the enabling legislation for Manzanar National Historic Site.
The theme study, called “Japanese Americans in World War II” is
currently underway. The results of the theme study may include
recommendations for additional study for possible National
Historic Landmark designation or listing in the National Register,
rather than as a unit of the National Park System. A draft of the
theme study is available on the internet at: http://
www.cr.nps.gov/nhl/themes/themes.htm

The NPS completed a Study of Alternatives/Environmental
Assessment to meet the requirements of Public Law 107-363,
Bainbridge Island Japanese American Memorial Study of 2002.
The law directed that a special resource study be conducted to
examine the national significance of the site at the Eagledale
Ferry Dock, Bainbridge Island, Washington, and the suitability

and feasibility of designating it as a unit of the National Park
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\ / (Peter Schultz) \

System. The final study report recommends the addition of the
Bainbridge Island site to Minidoka Internment National
Monument as a satellite site, rather than as a separate new unit
of the National Park System. The study is available at http:/
parkplanning.nps.gov/ Search under Pacific West Regional
Office and select Bainbridge Island Japanese American Memorial
Study of Alternatives and Environmental Assessment.

AN /

Chapter 2: Public Review of the Draft GMP/EIS 61



Comments

o

Hame cDg:‘u MLL'I'I.J qu.' el Finy [pomaiaiion
Sdrest: - Q .t:l !-ﬂ"l. '59“
S £ forled DR G3-9.08-3588
ease i ur L4 ! T
Please Provide Your Comments by September 17, 2005 ﬂ":_ i

Thia NF5 imvites you to share your comments snd cancenns regarding the craft general management plan and
ensranmenial impact statement (GMPESE By proseding youUs cOMmEents, yu can halp make pﬁ‘ﬂﬂul‘pb L]
beter plan to guicke the future of Minidocka Internmerml Mational bonument, s

The dealt GMPES contars four deting akematives far the fubare management of Mindoka. The dratt GMPES
identiies Alnermatie C as peefarmd by the NP5, Please tell us if you agree with the preferned altermative,
prefer another alternative, of ebements of any of the alternatives.  You may also provide camments on
all sections and elements of the draft GMPELS,

"W hape that you take the tme to read and comenent on the drafi GMPES. Your input & impartant o us.
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Letter 107: David Milholland, Oregon Cultural Herltag\
Commission
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ASIAN AMERICAN COMPARATIVE COLLECTION
Laborstory of Anthropalogy
University of Idsho
P.0. Box 441111
Mogcow, ID 83844-1111
(20E) 825-T075; pwe garsEuidsho edu

13 Beplember 2005

#15
Miridiks Intereimnent MM General Masspement Plan
P. 0. Bom 570
Hagerman, I B3332.0000 [sent via e-madl to MIIN_GMPiEnps gov]

Ladiea/Genthemen:

Thank you for the opporunity to conment on the Minidoka Internment Mational Monument dafl
geneml mamagement plan and emvirommenind impact staternend, Thanks oo, 1o Meil King ard all the
athera who have worked so hard on this,

1 support Alternative C {fhe Prefomed Alicrmative) because [ agree that if is crucial to scquan: additiona]
wcreage m the former barmcks block ares and fo mclude & barracks block (erigmal or replicated) for
inderpretive pusposes. 1 also believe i i necessary 1o scquire the camp's landfill from the Burean of
Land Management,

‘With regard to the proposed name change, I do agree that the name "Minsdoks Internment
Mationsl Monument” dhauld be changad . My main reacon for eo stating is because the term
“internmient” should be reserved for the Department of Justice imternment camps, run by the
Irmmrigration and Maturalization Service, such as the Kooskia nternment Camg widch | am
currently mvestigating. Thai said, 1 believe the propossd name change, to "Minidoka National
Historic Site,” is too wishy-washy i that it says nothing about what happened there, and
perpeluntes & cuphermism smtlar to those of "relocation” and "evacustion.” "Minddaka
Concentration Camp Mational Historie Site” would be far mone evocative of the experiences
endured by the thousands of inmates confined there in violation of the U8, Constitution, The
teremn "concentration camp® does not detract from the concentration canpa in Mazi Germary,
which should more accurntely be called "death camps.”

02

Current scholarship adwocates the wse of the more precise termimology to differentiste betwaen
the two types of camps, internment and concentration, and the rejection of euphemisms. Flease do
resd Boger Duniels” important esssy, "Words Do Master: A Mote on Inappropringes Terminclogy
and the Incarceration of the Japanese Americans,” in Louls Fissl and Gail M, Mamura, editors,
Nikked in the Pacifle Novthwesr: Japanese Americans and Japanese Canadians fn the Tvemierh
Ceentury (Seattle: Center for the Study of the Pacific Morthwest in association with University of
Washington Press, 2005). The current nadme "Mareanes Watbornal Historie Site™ should not be
azsed v justify similar weak terminology for Minddoda.

03

Inn iiber comments, youw coubd cast a wider ned for partners than those mentioned on p 129, For
exanple, you might inchude the Nationsl Japanese American Historical Society and the Japanese
American Mational Libeary, both in San Frameisco; only the former recelved a copy of the draft
GMP/EIS repart. The Univeraity of Mdaho Library's Special Collections and Archives contains
some Minidoke-relnted materials, bus they did not receive a report. The Asian American

Responses

Letter 115: Priscilla Wegers, Ph.D., Asian American \
Comparative Collection, University of Idaho

1 Please see the response to comment letter 17.

2 Your comments on terminology have been addressed in the
NPS response to comment letter 62 (comment 01).

3 Thank you for your comments on partnerships. You make
several suggestions about additional partners. The text on page
129 is suggestive rather than definitive, so that future park
managers have the discretion to develop partnerships with a
wide range of organizations. Your additional potential partners
have been added to the Comments on Implementation of the
Plan section of the Public Involvement and Consultation chapter.

/
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03 Comparative Collection, wikch did receive & report bug which is not on the list of parmers,

contins informston on the Kooskia Internment Carep, soeme of which is also related to former
Minidoka inmates. The Oregon Nikkel Legacy Cenier likewise reccived a report bul & not on
yoiir st of partners.

Fimally, T offer a {ew technioal details for your consideration. Although | did not read every word

in the report (but | could, for  feel) I did find a few typographical errars snd other problems
warth mentioning. For example:
Table of Contents:; Cllossary, Abbreviationa[,] and Acronyms: sys p. 324 but andy (he Glosary is
there. The Abbreviations and Acronyms are on p. 332
p. 25, paragraph 3, lines 1-2: exasperated should be exacerbated,
P 36, para, 2, last line: ranchets should be rancheties,
p. 185, para_ 3, lines 7-9; there needs to be o space betwesn Thel 28, Also, page 183, not 181, =
where the ared 18 denoted.
p. 307, para. 1, line 1 pabic should be public; you might want to do a global scanch of the first

b see if thene ane other mentions of it
P 224, Glossary: combine into one alphabet with o code for the wartime policy terms, or put that
section first o show its importance.
. 341, Index: woefully inadequate, for this otherwise-cxcellent report. However, having jus
dose ane for my most recent book, 1 lmow how time-consuming it B8 1o do a good one,

\_

Aguin, thank you for the opportunity to comment on the GMP/ELS for Minidoka. | wish you
EVETY suCcess in your endesvors,

Best wishes,

Priscilla Wegars, Ph.I.
Volunteer Curator

Responses

/ (Priscilla Wegers, Ph.D.)

4 Thank you for your careful read of the document, and your
suggested changes. All of your changes have been made on
pages 25, 36, 185, and 307. The glossary and index have not
been changed. Changing the format of the glossary would not
add new information. The index includes information that is
generally indexed in environmental impact statements.
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/ _ \ / Letter 119: Tom lkeda, Densho \
f@

DENSHD
The Japmness Amarican Legacy Projee

September 15, 2005 TS

Meil King

Superintendent

Minidoka Imternment National Momment
P.O. Box 570

Hagerman, [0y 98882-0570

Drear Neal,

1 am writing to endorse Altemative C in the Minidoka Internment National
Monument Draft General Management Plan and Environmental rpact
Statement. In my capacity as Executive Director of Densho: The Japanese
American Legacy Project, I have stadied the alternatives and find that Alternative
C docs an excellent job of balancing the preserving of the Minidoks site with the
educating and informing of the public of this important chapter in U5, history,

1 am especially supportive of the emphasis on education and interpretation and
pledpge Densho’s cooperation in this endeaver,

Simceely,

("rwa@én-wﬁv

Tom Ikeda
Executive Director
Densho: The Japanese American Legacy Projoct

wﬂm Jsiksin Seartfe, WA 59144 Phope: X Y0095 Fom: 20 120.000F mhhy K /
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mmu-nuu-.

Ty mat g D Nl

Dk Koemgearne
Crpaermny af Isha
Bie i Cuerler
Bucutiv: D rottin

~ (snirsad i

Meil King, Superintendent

Minidoka [nemmeent Mational Momument
P03, B 370

Hagenman, Idaho SEEE2-05T0

RE: Minidoka Intermmant Natiana! Momument—
and Environssgsal fmpaer Siatement (ELS)

Thark wou for requesting our views o the deaft Generel Managemenr
Pl nd EIS for Mintelaka internment Nitional Monumenr. After reviewing the
document, we fousd it to be very imteresting, comprehensive, and wiell writhen.
W:nlmwwlﬂu:ﬂl}'tﬁﬁﬂwﬂurqﬂtﬂ!Fmafﬁlm
fogical [ for @ e Mimikods Relocanion Center Dusp, Jerome
Emmhylrﬁ'ﬂc Burton. This neporL. like others by the same auther, &
axilent.

Witk negard o the draft GMEP/ELS, we ssppart e Natkonal Park Serviee's
preferred alternative, Alemative C. This proposal will provide the best visitor
experience while muintmining the integrity of ihe hisoric site. We also support the
pegaisition af the Bureau of Reclasation parcels, the landfill site {JOJESZ1)
located oo BLM band, and the 128 peres north of the existing menuissad. 1 the
landfill siie cannod be acquined scom, the MPS should works with the BLM o
dewilop mnigement strujegies io protect i,

\

W are pleased thai HFS plans o hire colteral resource specialists i asgast
with management of the site, Cn pages 188-189, the document should specify that
al beast o of the specialists mests the Secretary of the Irierior"s Professional
Qualifications for Archasologist or Histariam.

The Minidoka Relocation Center (TSHS £33-11253) siands as one of
Maha"s il signi ficsnt historic properties. We welcoms the Mational Park
Service"s assisiance in preserving and interpreting it for fubere generabions. We
wiald mppreciabe being consulied regalarly ag plans for the Mofmment progress.

IF you have any gesstions, plesse feel fres to oominot me ot 20E-134-3847,

Deputy SHEO

co: Stephanie Toothman, NPS, Sum@

e Tidaher Siase Historical Saciety |s ua Kxgpal Cipparianity Enplaper.
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Letter 126: Susan Pengifly Neitzel, Idaho State
Historical Society

\

1 Enumerating specific professional qualifications for future staff
is beyond the scope of the general management plan.
Appropriate qualifications for all positions, including cultural
resources specialists, will be determined at the time of staffing.
Thank you for your comments.
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h, s 1128 §
September 16, 2005 it

Minidoks Internment Mational Monument
PO Box 570

Hagerman Id 93332-0570
Neil King, Superintendent;

Dhear Mr, King,

Thanks for your dedicated effort o continue this project to the end 1o which we
would Hke sccomplish,

In the end the visitor to this site should have leamed of what had happened here
wag extreme race hatred and the failore of the leadership of this povernment
which should never hove happened and should never happen again.

To accomplish this the project should be interesting and attractive so people will
come 1o visil this project,

Of the plans that hawve been projected to be approved, [ would think that plan “C"
woald be the one that would scecomplish the goal.

I hope we can procede in this direction “post haste™. May 1 be around to see the
finished project.

Sincerely,

hasa Teuknmoto, Chrmn,
Minidoka Recognition Project. 1977
Pocatello Blackfoot JACL

Responses

Letter 128: Masa Tsukamoto, Japanese American
Citizens League, Pocatello Blackfoot Chapter

\

/
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*Heth Taleas T “Ann Tamura YE-mal* <Anna_Tomura@nps. gove, *Neil King
@ whbtaknkavn@wingkike, WE-mai\ <Neil_King @nps gov, <MIIN_GMPTnGs govs

g [~

DonwR00s o7z PN SUblect commants on Draft Plan

MET

Ploase respond 1o * I 51

btakakaas

Deviar drna and M,

Cangratulations on Issuing this signficant document! Wa complated & study and discussions on the onaft
plan, We have all apprecisted baing pan of reaching out to former Minidoka infernees and gaining heir
inpul, and beaing included in this process, Our commants ane ablached.

Thank you far all you are daing,
Badh for the Wing Luke Asian Museurn partficipants

Belh Takelkawa
Associabe Direchor

‘Wing Luka Aslan Museum
A07-Tth e &

Sosalile, WA 88104

o wirsglie erg
208-623-5124 At 101
206-623-4559 fax
btakekewa@wingluke,ong

GMP Commants_(F-0%1 9

\_

\
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Statement of Concerns

Draft General Management Plan and Ermvironmantal impact Stabement
For Minidoka Internmant Naticnal Monumaent

Sapiembar 19, 2005
Prepared by the Wing Luke Asian Musaam
Cagse Chinn, LIy Kodama, Chafens Mang, Yosh Nakagass, Bob Sato and Beih Takekaen

General Overview
Thark wou ance again fod the oppemuniy 1 review e Genanal Management Flan and Erwvimonmental impact
Stmtement [GMFEIS) for Minidoka Infermment National Monumenl. We knosy youw Frnes Bken sy efons o

engage cur comnmun ity in ks lergiy process, and wa appreciaie pour resporshveness to our comments.
Upon final review of the GMPE|S, we would ke to resmphasize desies for the Minidoka lviemnmend Nalions

Manumant ared share Turthar concares. that will Ropetully infoms Snal zaton of the: plan as well as its
mplemertaton.

As you know, at the start of this process, mﬂmm.mﬂﬂhwﬂmﬂmm
ower B sanes of § mestings 1o find oul fnam tham as @ group what ey desired at the Minidoka Infermement
Hatianal Monument. We Fare beid e oulcomes of Brose meslings s the feundafion for our comments,

L 1. Use of “Minidoka Relocation Centar.” To remain historically aoccurale, the historic camp should ba
refermed to as “Minidoka concanirafion camp.” The beeme Téinidoka Relocation Center,” “relocation penber” and
“redecation camp” ware euphamisms used by tha U5, government and others to mais the incanceration mon
patatable, ard should defirilely ol be used withoul coreepanding interpretation. Wonds such as
“conceniration camp,” Incarcaralien,” “inmaies,” and “imprisoned” appropately captare the devastating
oomeuniy-wide as wel as personal impact thal the incamanafion fed on ikl in B Unibed States during
‘Weorkd Wiar B Even fodary, these wonds might make us feel snoomdortable = and thesy rghtly should snce the
unjust incarcenation of peaphs in & refion besed on Beedom and nghts should solich strong, powesful, hoart-feit
rasponsas. In one of our previous meetings, & former intemes shared in essence the folowing comment, To
you know what il i e b lee yaur freedom? Mo, you @0 nol. It s Bk having wour res ippad ol and never
getiing it back,”

Wi urge than Mational Park Service o reconsider its: blanket uss of the term *Minidoka Feslocation Cenler
Ihiciagheas The GRMPEIS. The eem i wed rapaatadly. withoul interpratation, and thensione presented s
aocurate and accegpitabla. In doing =0, the National Park Senvics reinforces ard appioves uis of 1his
suphamislic lemn, used ¥ soften and AasR A grave, regic wiong.

Intarpretie Thames stated within the GMPJEES righdly capture the harsh, tragic, unjust reakties of the Minidoka
concentration camgp. Minidoka amenged from a “long history of race prejeScs, war fyalens, and & tailure of
paolitical iadership® and "prowides a fonem for disoussing the wiolation of U.S. constitional rights and fhe
redress mosement, which resulled in an apslagy frem e United Slates goveenment ” “Internaas a1 Minidoka
weare confronied with injusice, the loss of freedom, and profound emotional, psychological, physical, amd
sconomic hardships.” Although the GMPYEIS stales ®ial thess ane primany rderprative thamas, oritical o a
wistnrs understanding of ™a park, thie use of tha tem “Minidoka Relocation Cenler” belies these themes,

Tha curant GMPIELS should ba rrvisad 1o use the term “Winidoka conceniration camp.” A1 the vary lessl, the
GMPEIS shoukd refrain from using the terms “Minidoka Relscalion Cenbar,” "ralocafion canber,” and “nelocalion
camp” without appropriate infengeetabon, Whike mengionsd in e defirition for "Relocation”, the Gloasany

THWHGLLS e | | # Fen | /19,2005
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1 The NPS acknowledges that this is a complicated and
controversial issue, and we acknowledge your disagreement
with the use of particular terms in the GMP/EIS. We have
addressed how terminology is used for purposes of this
document on page 2 of the DGMP/EIS. Terminology will be an
important component of interpretative materials for the national
monument and can provide thought provoking examples for site
visitors to reflect on the experiences of the former internees.
Also see response to comment #62-01.

- /
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@afinition for “Relocation Center® should nole that e leem was 8 suphemism that chscunes the: nih. The
sland-alons ubs of “Felocation Cender” and "ralccation oevisr” on pages i afd B8 ahinkd Ba revsed os woill

2. Signaficamce of tho unjust incarcenation of Mikkel during Werld War 1| and the pratection of cheil and
constitutional rghts for all peoples in the United States. Whie educating the putdc sboul the story of tha
ianjust Incsereration. of Mikked during 'World War Il & the nalionsl morumant i important, equally mportant =t
e maticeal ronumeant [ inerprating thi siory @nd educating the putdic aboul the prolection of chil and
conglitulional rights for all pecples in e United Stabsa. The protaction of civil and constibuional ights for sl
peopies in the Uinibeed States ia the significance and legacy of the unjust incancerstion of Mikkel during World
War I, Thi fae po hand-in-hand, should not be ssparied. and showld eceive squal weight at the national
monumeant

e appreciaie the GMPEIS for speciicaly idantifying this as a Sigrificance for the Minidoks inlemmant
Matinal Monument. We also echo the stxement on pags 200 regarding fa Message. Continued effocs must
e kel il evails, with publicationg, with eahibits, vish programs and projects aseociabed with Minidoe
Ieamrsed Mational Monument bo educabe aboui caniemporary eses reiated fo constitubional and chl rights,
inchuding modam-day vielstions of fada righls, and 1o taks adion to proted and eneuns Fss rights, Time and
fima sgain. former imemess have shand thal ihis i ®8 legacy of thel sxpenence during 'Workd War Il

in light of this, the vickstion of chil and constilulional rights by the WS agamst Nikkei dufing Waond
W || should ba mees spacifically stated in the History of tha Inlermmant and Inearcaraiion of i,
particularty in the section *Nikkei and Workd 'War (1" which descrites the first urwamanied arests sod tale
sumpitinng and feses (5-5). The staternent that tese issai who wens Sral armesied wears the Arst o suffer
winlation of their rights: musi be clesrty amnd disecily staled, The bold statement by Rlikkai ighling in 'Workd War Tl
{hat thay weadd ight to regain their frescam and righbs musl be maide known Feough inleneeation of the: honor
roll as wall. In this iight, ther, B e an page 85 wihich desorines the at the Erirance A a8 B paoas
where visliors can "slop and vish, admine, and remembes the young men fighling for ®a U.5.,° should be
revised fo read, “stap and vial, admire, remember The young men fighting for the LS., and reflect on e
fragiliey of chil and consstutional rights.” The Summary of Marsgesnant Zores in the table on page
163, under Education and interpretation™ for the Histonc Fealures Zone” should state thak “Me ks of
frescedom Ane! comshitional and crail libeties would HMHHMHTHENMMHMHW receplian
buiiding, senss af remolenass. &nd hislone lecations of the fenoe and guard fawer.”

As implementafion of e GMPEES baging, tha NPS should pursue parinamships rol anly 1o reech oul and
aducatn tha pubile about the inierenen and incarcaration, but ales its significence, spedfically protecion of
panefitutional and cil rghts. B i mportant Bhal the GMPEES chary alate tis, 5 Tl pAMNFsnips ans not
lamitnd to Bikkal organizatons but relstionships a0 aleo establishad with dverse, mutticuiural orgarizafions
working bo eesirs consitutional and oyl ights. The section an Oppartusilies lar Pannarshio (page 128)
shauid ba amended o include thess organizalions and o read: "Cther cooperaive effods would b
agtabishad with schools, universBes, and local, state, &nd cifels [edaral agendias, A wal a5 ofer
consitetional and chal Aghts ospaniralions” {2 bo last semence on page 128,

\_

alan inchude the ierm “recism” in the "Glossary of words and beems relied 1o e LS. governmant’s wartima

3, Copdat of racism and discrimination before, during snd after Wiarkd War [1. The unjest incarosration of
ik during 'WWhorkd 'Wiar || wis the product of & long history of anti-Asian racism i fha United Siates. This fact
must ba made madily apparent at e national mamumnent 1 most sccunately depiot history. Aacism is anofhed
word thal might ks s uncomienabie, and yat & is o reality of Amencan hisbary. Eforis musi ba faken vathin
the GMPIEIS and at the Miridoka iniermment Matioral Menument bo educabe about moism in the Uniled Stales
dhearky and direcly, ©n page 5, tha et raads; "Desp resentment, discrimination, bitemess. and lasr of
Jzpanase-borm immigrants and their Japanose Arerican descandants iving along the \West Coast began o
rface within the g nl, madia, and ganeml public.” Whe nol indude raciam in s selaman far surmly
it s the cverarching, primary reascn for e “deep ressnimant, disciminaton, biterness, and fear™? Why nol

£l
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2 We agree that civil and constitutional rights and the unjust \
internment and incarceration are significant and are linked. This
message is explicit in the national monument’s significance,
interpretive themes, and desired future conditions which form
the foundation for the national monument. This text can be
found on page 44-51 of the Draft GMP/EIS.

We do not agree that your suggested word changes should be
made on pages 5, 6, 86, and 153. This type of interpretation is
already expressed in the significance, interpretive themes, and
desired future conditions.

On page 129 of the Draft GMP/EIS, the text has been changed
to read, “Other cooperative efforts would be established with
schools, universities, and local, state, and other federal agencies,
as well as other constitutional and civil rights organizations.”

3 The NPS agrees that the internment and incarceration of
Nikkei was set within a context of racism and discrimination
during World War Il. This message is explicit in the national
monument’s significance, interpretive themes, and desired future
conditions which form the foundation for the national
monument. This text can be found on page 44-51 of the Draft
GMP/EIS.

The concepts and acts of racism and discrimination are described
throughout the document; and the actual words “racism” and
“discrimination” are located where appropriate in the document.
Your suggestion to add the phrase “racism and discrimination” /




Comments

4 N

03 policy toward Japanese Amaricans and iegal resident alens of Japanese anoesiry” for surely racsm had been
thee conbeod fior U5, legal aciion relsted io hikiei lsading up lo and duaring World War 1, and conlirosd 1o be a
resality im MEkal e following YWaorkl War B, Racism should be poimed out for all to see, rather than et lurking
under the suifacs, 40 thad /o ane can deny is axistencs and iMpactn And 80 Thal wa Al can 1ake shegd b Sght

against .

Wia noba Tl dREpBe Our previcus comments. to thia draft that tha following revisons wern not incorporated ima
subrssquent drafts, and this represents & waalkneis in he GMPERS:

Page | = For Hikkei al Minmioka and other Yar Relocation Sutfority (WRA) concentration campa, (he
el B INCRTaration was s CEriral avent in Issir conruniy’'s histong; M'ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂlmﬂd
inpustios, rcism and discimination, hardship, and endurance Tusirale an Armerican lory GOMMon amang
milliong of imenigrants, thair descandanis, and Amarican Indlans.”

Fage | — Follcwing e decammission of the camp, the Minidoka concemiration camp lands wene subdivided
and settted. Wilh conbimesng raciam and! ciscamieadon, MRk wers ol Gl e opd o e o e ama.”

Page & - "Deep resantment, msism and dscrimination, bitiamess, and fea of Japaness-bom meigranis and
Ihair Japaness Amercan descandents Bving along the West Goast began to surfacs within the gowerman,
media, and ganaral public.®

Page 32 - “With conlimung rackam and discrimisetion, gerscally, Nidel wera then barmed from staying in The
Area and wern not allowed t participats in the Aswe land dravwings of the former camp lands.”

Page 33 = "|nismees home, rebuiiding their Ines, or setting n new yeans of the nabion encoun ensd
canlimued rciem and oiserminaion ae well s new adversilios " Mole; “Recism” and “discrimination” ane much
sWonger words that “prejudics” and bather capiune the extent of whal MNikked faced as tey meturned )

|04 4, isaei experience of Minidoks concaniration eamp. The lsss bora i majnily of tha weight of shame,
lass of freedom, loss of property. loss of ivelihood, and i some cases, ioas of ke, in the unjust incancaration of
the Mkiss durieeg Wadld War I The GMPTEIS righily stabés “Tha tessl gananation was most Impacied by tha
imemmani and incarperation experience” {page 21). &s we now, losses wers profound an numanes levels
yerl sivmngih sd pemevennce were demanstraled by (he lesed on all ionks. Atlention neads 10 be ghwen
Ihroughout the GMPEIS and subsequently the Minidoka Internment Maticral Monurmend fo balsnce: boll

AEpAGE

Wie cannol emphasize enough ihe necessary and primary waight Thal Minidcka Intenmaent National Monument
shoukd give to the: Issei experienos. YWile this story, unforfunalety, i the most difficull o recover, the NPS
ehonikd lag tabs wWiys for WisBom 10 the Monumant 1o consider Minidoka, fram ho perspective of the issel Whils
siories fom the Meed and others are important — and efforts mmst be mada b phisense &nd pesant thase
sharias Fwough Bha Minidoka Inbernmant Mational Morurmnan = the MPS must also find warys 1o shane the story
and voice of fose who through the circumetances of history and 1he pessing of Bime wem nol able: v speak jor
amsahies.

‘What did the honor ol maan to the Bsel parents who waiched their sans valiantly go off to rak their fves & a
nation thal neser sccepted them imo its arme? What Fragic ruences did the swimming hola hoid for the |ssel
paments who had 1o urdergo s wietched experience: of burying their cwm child? In this vein, we question (ha
accuracy of slaling thal Isss wamen were “rehewed” of sorma radilonsl duliss and theralon less "burdened”
lry B Incarceration {page 25). Could i be stated instead that “removing them from thess iradions] daies alio
siripped them of a sense of purposefulness ard aigniicance’T Tress aa the questions Tat MPS stalf working
al Minigioka Internmant Mational Monumaent should corinually ask and that ulfimately vistors should confrond
&% iy walk through the Momarnenl

THWIRDH LIS ARl L | (3 | M Man T 1 ®19/3005
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to additional locations in the document (pages i, 5, 32, and 33)
does not add new information for the reader.

The term “racism” has been added to the glossary of the Final
GMP/EIS. It reads, “The belief that race accounts for differences
in human character or ability and that a particular race is
superior to others. Discrimination or prejudice based on race.”

4 The preferred alternative has been modified to include the
concept of an Issei Memorial. This concept was supported by
several other public comments. The NPS will work with partners
to develop this important project that focuses on the experiences
of the Issei. On page 180 of the Draft GMP/EIS, the text has
been changed to read, “The NPS and partners will select a site
appropriate for the development of an Issei Memorial on the
east end site.”

Your questions regarding the term “relieved” with reference to
the experience of Issei women are appropriate, insightful, and
add sensitivity to understanding the experiences of Issei women
at Minidoka. The use of the word “relieved” is defined as
releasing from obligation, and in this context, it is appropriate.

- /
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5. Praasnsd and restornd environs and conditions af the naticnal manwsmast, Tha unferile bamenness
and desclation of the heioc pericd of tha Minideka concengration camp has changsd drarsatically 10 tha
peaEant-tay imigated agricutural lmndscape. Former inbsrnees whe have visRed the site repeatedly mention
el i s nearly “unmecognizable” — B muddy grownd and storms of dust fhal they endured &l Minidcke: have
Eseaien) replaned by Butving green farmiand {notably & change (hat cama from ihe sock of Bwer awn hands]. The:
MPS hars the difficult job of mainisning the wide views and open environment of Minidalka — parfiaps bt done
By rsnlaining tha agriculiural enviconment (which alsa provides further iRterpretation = whils
alsa orealing ways fof visiion bo expersecs Minidoia a5 formar infernees meost vividly e b |- &5 b
dusty, baman, formidahle, inhospitable environment it was. Balancs betwean Thess two condilions must be
gaen throughout the GMPTEIS, and sfers must D6 gien at Minidoka iniemment National Manumant (2 shers
with wigilors bolh sspacts of e ervironment. Commenés within the GMPIEIS an pege 125 noging that “for
former internees, the area i often unecognizsiie, 65 they associaied the camp landscape more with
desclalion and barmanness than raling green fieids" righifully remind ug Thil e cumen camp landscape can
ba depepive from he actual | Tawsad Weimaas. Tha plan stated for Allernatree B (paga 163) and
Alematva G (page 175) for “seiective resioration [bo] Rghlight the open. stark, baman landscape first
enocartared by this inlermess” i eilical for T sile and should also be included in Alerstve D Morecyver, fis
“pplastive FesiEhion” should aiso be mentioned in the Summary on DEge X, which curently only mentans
protection of vegetation. Ak, in the Education and Interprotation section of Planning |esues and Concems
{page 57), a5 the CAPIES makes menton of Bha challangs Tor e NPS i enable weiors fo undersiand afd
apnrecims the size of the otigies sita, & showd also make mestion of the challenge 1o anakin visiton o
undarstand and appreciate the orginal and historically accuraie ervdronmenial condifions endured by the
rhETEeE,

8, Parspectives on the Canal, the Swimming Hale and “improvemants” to camp life. in our previcus
Samtament of Conterms, we nobed fhal former iMemess have deactibed bolh the Cansd and the Swimming Hole
in boih chesrul and hearl-breaking ways. To be hisborically acourate, the Canal and Swarmring Hale should be
regarded in e distinel lghes: 1) in the oonted of the unjust incarcerstion, and e separaialy ) in the context
ol what tha Hikkei did fhere, wihisch in This case inclutdes both postve, recreation experiences &% wel as iBgic
evanis. Subasquent revisions o the GMP/EIS have done well 10 incofpafale (his DEanced parspociie

As NP5 stalf proceed with implkeenantation of the plan, Lrnmmmnrﬂrm mum Efli'l-hl'l-ll'l
droumstances of the Minkdaka cencaniraion camp thad accompany any Tm mad hans. Wil wa
il Tiedl Sl momants in the baseball games that wens played ot Minkdoka, how much mone seect would
tha games hawe been if played in B cordad of Beadom of e leagues established befors Word War Il and
il shwori by The incarceration, The ovetiding af the Minatoia Intermment National Monument must be
dlear, direct, and unmistakties — M unjust incamamstion of Mk during Word W Il by ihe LLS. gevwnmman
waa inagically wrong, Nikiei should noves have been imprigoned in ihe camgs in the frst place, and we must
rerrran gl 5o Thal such wiolsBion of corstitutional and chl ights never happens. again.

7, Access to collections and maberials. While presanmtion of the histonc sta, as particularty emphasized in
Absmaltive C, &5 valuabla ireands aiboul the Minidoka concaniraion camp, ihe Minidoka inkernment
Mational Monument's remots lecalion and physical disiance froen fomer internees and their familes,
camiamporaty concentrations of the Mikiei community, and larger pogulalion Ceniens cannol be overiooisd. B
is imperatye that WPS sial seeks ways o culraach to these indiiduals in arder 10 not onaly altrad ham o the
hisberie aBa But 10 bring educational resources fo them whene ey & 8L The Minidoka Inlemmend National
Mnrmrmmh rﬂlﬂ"ﬂfﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂ Bl e B ummyh:uwd as well, Presarsation of hishorks

: - Hnﬂnﬂnmhmmmhl

muaaumn and mmmmwmnmmm urrrumw wm-mty nn:!l:ru-r populaton
pestiers i colect, prasarve, and #lon Melonc materials. Select malenals then can perfodically B daplayed &
tha Minidoia insemmend Mational Monument, while (he larpsr colaction mimnairs mom madly scoessibie fo Ge
targer public on a yaar-reusd hess, Slalamants on page x, along with the Summary of Actions for Collections

\_
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5 Your suggested changes to pages x and 193 have not been
made. “Selective restoration” has not been added to page x,
since the text you are referring to discusses actions that are
common to all alternatives. Under alternative A, the historic
vegetation would be “protected” rather than selectively
restored. The actions for selective restoration of the historic
vegetation are the same under alternatives B, C, and D.

On page 57, the text has been changed to “A variety of
interpretive methods and media that enable visitors to
understand and appreciate the size and environmental
conditions of the original site should be explored.”

6 On page 148 and 206, the text has been changed for Common
to All Alternatives under Collections to read, “Develop a Scope
of Collections Statement in coordination with partner institutions
and NPS units. Promote the care, collection, curation, and
access of a wide range of artifacts. Collections would meet NPS
professional standards.”




Comments

4 N

|06 an page 208, which read, “Collections of historical objecis and documents al off-sibe locations would be made
mone aoopssibie,” (x] and "Explona paresship aftons with others ior off-sha storage of collpofions and public
access fo ftheses collections, " [206) capture these sentiments, |n the Common fo AR Alemaives ssction for
Culiural Resources, tha stalsemant regarding Soops of Collactions needs 10 ba revised in thes light %o mad,”
Develop & Scopes of Collsctions Statement for the naional monument n coordination with partner ratiulions
Andl HPE unite. Promoba The cam, collgclion, pralion, amd acceas of @ wids mnge of aditacts and memarabiia”
[948). Ao, i s nobad in the GAMPIERS that items. have: alrsady come inio the possession of the NPS. We wpe
I NFE in bagin colsbceations with olhar museunns: andior onganizaiions 1o incresss knowlecoa of and
accessibifity fo thesa fems

[07 &, Loraty questionnain.” Another chislngs faced by the NPS ks how s balancs the many responses
Wikkai had fo the incarceration. Responses were diverse and on ccoasion conlroversal, even within the Nikkel
comimunly Reell. A cenirel area of conlcl sotiamed in regands 10 Te Toyally queslionnaine,” Whils tha
GMPAEIS attempes to address the complexdiies of the “Toyalty guestionnaire” on pages 26-28, the namative st
Positiong Pods whi Answensd “yese” a8 Toval Cilizers” and thoss whd ardwered “no” A5 "ass than hononabie.”
‘While 2 paragraphs. beginning at the bofam of page 27 address what Feppenaed 1o those who amvswered “no,”
hea ig nd manlian About Teér honor, Braveny, and courage [0 aiand up b M injustios and hald rua io the
mindples of Feedom "r'dnllufnhqu phs beginning on page 28 that addiess whal happensd o
ks whi BnEwaned “yes,” s namatia indutes manton of T Nisss thal “distinguishad fhemsehas a5 oya
citizens.” Whils we agree edly with these stabaments, hstory will also reveal that those whe
anEvarad hDT b Gne oF BOfh queslons weee BlsD “heras of justics, eadom and peace.” Wie Lincerstand fom
fthe GMIPYELS that fha honor rol| will recene partiadar atiention under the prefecnsd albernatios. bn Tabla 5,
wihich summanzes Managemsant Zores Proposed within Mirkdoka Inmienent Mational Monument (page 1533
he Historic Festures Zone mentions e contradiction of loyal cilinérs baing mpeisorsd woild b ambodied B
@ Honor Roll” Again, whils we agres with This apgeoach, wa also have concemn about how those who
amaweared nd” b e oyaly guestionnase” wil be prasssried and whese will thaii alory and phmpecive ba

hangd, Litlimastady, e quaslion is aboul bal el nagp tation and the incluskn at the Minkoka nbernmaent
Mational Morwman| of voices that might not be as readily acoesaibles ol which capbura the range of reaponses
vy thham ik ol comiTarity

. Experience of Nikkel community folowing closure of the Minldoka concentration camp, AB noled
eariar, thia Minkdcka concanination camg exiets in the conbest of a long hisiory of aciem and disorimnabion.
Thl.-ﬁh:n m‘rnhunrrrmu-uﬂnrlnd Elnhsmnﬂud mm'lm‘: mwaﬁnrk‘mmn A e

T o o] had 7 n:w.luhncﬂurl.u-

u-muammmuunnuunman umpryuhrgﬂulrrmmml 'muummg nppn:mum
Caucssion Warld War 1l wedarana, as (hey hed been given a B0-day pealenence” (pags 35). Whik e namalive
oo inociude menticn That Mikied “wenes not allowed o participate in the Suboee: land drawings of former camp

landa,” It does this 3 pages back o paps 32, The died] comalation of inclusion and axchaion based on race is

mot made and the racem inherent in Sese actions & not mads dear

10, Historical signifeancs of the camabery. 1l & incradibly poignant bo know thst individusls wens bom and
died in the Minidoka concentration camp — Mikkei who stafed thai ses in 8 barfen prison, ard Toss wWiho
apant thair last days cenied of their Tresdam and rights and uncarain aboad tha utura of their famity, frienis,
and com h ﬂuhﬁlmmmrbuﬂﬁmmm mrmrﬂtdﬂ‘mh-lnbem:ddn! 3 walumes 1o

0g e anan Mna Ty Tl e I - -
hmlmn“dhm:ym&fmmlmwhnﬂhmm hmwrﬁHMH
sagniNicant ared shoild ba inberpratad 81 the Minkaka Wniamenant Natianal Moeument. QOn page: 83, beot should
be rewisad lo indicate this distinction and read, “Follrwing the decommission af the camp, all of S graves
whrg nemced, and 1l bodies 'wene re-inbermed & olher focations. The KPS delermined shat, while histarically

]
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7 The significance statements and interpretive themes explicitly
state that draft resistance is significant and will be interpreted at
the national monument alongside those who chose to serve their
country in the military. This text can be found on page 45 and 47
of the Draft GMP/EIS.

New text has been added to page 28. It reads, “Several Nisei
resisted the draft in order to protest the internment and
incarceration. They felt that the injustice of being incarcerated
outweighed their duty to serve in the U.S. military. Many “no no
boys” would eventually be sent to federal prisons for as much as
two years for this choice.

8 Your comment on the exclusion of Nikkei participation in land
lotteries on the former Minidoka Relocation Center lands raises
the issue of historical accuracy and the lack of documented
evidence to support this statement. To date, conclusive
documentation that Nikkei were disallowed from participating
has not been found.

Positions about allowing Nikkei to lease and purchase land and
reside in Idaho evolved between 1942 and 1946. Early in 1942,
written evidence illustrates the initial intentions of the Governor
of Idaho, Chase Clark, the Bureau of Reclamation, and the War
Relocation Authority to prevent Minidoka internees from settling
in the local area. As Minidoka was established and internees left
the camps for seasonal agricultural labor throughout Idaho,
attitudes toward Nikkei became more lenient. During Minidoka’s
operation, Nikkei assisted in averting agricultural labor crises
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09 significant, ihe plysical camatary Hsslf coss nol bold hissanc integrity and can be interpreted theough olfss
FEEns.”

\

14, Hunt Resd, We urgs the NPS to parsue acton ko re-roule Hisst Road from traversing the Minidoia
iearrenant Mational Monument. The rasd not oaly redically disnipts. the experisnce of he aiie - in egards o
bt histaric accuracy 10 he primany am of signiioance far the site bul alga he comemplative sxperiance of
fhe 8B tor visRors = but poses safety isswes for vislors, especially the families with young children and schoel
shackenis, that hapefully will corms §a fhe Monumend. s writhen, the GMPIEIS makes allswanoes for Hunt Fasd
o contimun thiough e Monument and lempers 8 impsct noting, for example, thet By cancenirting visior
Tagilles. away from Hunt Rasd, and chaary dﬂ:_ng1mrh'“n:rﬁrrn- ﬁn.ﬂwﬂﬂ_ﬁm“
e fmmrhnmdm.lg'l'r'l.lﬂ also riofes CIOEET.
o g e itk and " |,_._- , ali thie maintenance of Mo Boad amd
10 woll as {ratic congeetion during special avents (1E1). The impact o
angestion created by viabors k The Monumen an samounding PEghDoms, aleng with the impadt of fe
aeiablishment of the Monument itsell on surmcanding reighbors, needs 10 be Gofsidansd. A% T S ims,
howerver, the impacd of rafe congestion cramied by visitons b Ba Monsmant on the experiencs of the
Monisman! Esell, akang with the impact of sufrounting neighiors on the Monufmenl, mis! SB0 ba aoonessen

11 Currend actions &s related to boundany expansion and fundraising offorts. At the beginning of this
procass, the MEE began a relationship with ha Nikel communiy, seeking diecion and imiting inma. Efforts
weeres Laian Lo epsenly communicate with the Mikiei communily ahd seep acions and sieps Fanepanent. As the
MFS moves forwand with sdions nealsd ko ha , Dpen comerRifEalion mus! b coninued.

v are aware of questions within Be Nikel community relaled ba Boundary sxpansion and fundraising efors
Fun wedll, Thana sen about the |sifreas Datewen T Banbridge island Eagledaks Fany she,
Minidoka, and the fssel Memorial. Wa urpe Ta NPS move forward 6f B8 (5088 with An approach of
comerunication and continued respectulness for fhe Mkl community. so thal we cin efistively wom
together to bulid a besen, rather ihan just responding o indvidual fedquesls without kenorwing e larpar conbexl.

As implementabion of the GMPVEIS procesds, it must be == in ha conael o San dislogue, fostering beam
affort

Additional Revisions and Corrections
Lattar from 1, Absiract, How in s This Document, and page 175 (Sr8l panagmph) = Refers o
JApEAre

the saparience of "Japanese Amercars” ol Miridoks ralfsd than "Nikked.” Revise fo read ° Amarican
pitizens and legal resident allens of Japanass ancestry.”

74

11 Pages w, x, 130, 206 - Wewn refeming o Mikke who wers imprisoned in the kinidoka concentration camp in
ihi peasant-cay, pleass refer io them s Simer inbamaas” rather than jusl interness”

12 Page 1 = in the apening 1o the History of I inlemmend and incarceration of hikked secion, indude that sssi
hekd jabs in radesd corsinuction, along with farming, fishing, and timbar. Aso note their contribution to halping
saiile the Amercan West, bulding key infrestructun and establishing key indusiiies. Thair significance
sirsbched Esyond |ust making & iving for thermsehnes. and setabishing their own communities.

—
13 page 12 - Tha capbion in the phatn from Bancrah Liseary 68 NCorporates this misnomer barmack apariments.”
Feutss jo read, “barrack living quarien.”

WG AR | Gensrol Mosogesans Mon Commard | 971 9/2005
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throughout southern Idaho. By 1945, the War Relocation
Authority, Bureau of Reclamation, and Chase Clark’s positions
had changed about allowing Nikkei to become residents of
Idaho. While the WRA forcibly removed some internees and
returned them to the West Coast, hundreds of internees also
decided to permanently settle and create new lives in Idaho.
Nevertheless, racist attitudes and actions toward Nikkei
persisted well beyond the close of World War II.

\

It is not known at this time whether Nikkei veterans had an
interest in applying for the Minidoka homesteads, nor whether
they were denied eligibility for reasons of once having been
incarcerated there. As more research and information becomes
available, a more conclusive understanding of this period will
unfold as well as the National Monument's telling of this history.

For the reasons stated above, the last sentence on page 32 has
been deleted.

9 Your suggested change to page 83 has been made. It reads,
“The NPS determined that, while historically significant, the
physical cemetery itself does not hold historic integrity and can
be interpreted through other means.”

10 The NPS agrees that transportation and potential impacts
must be addressed. The preferred alternative calls for a
transportation study to research and propose alternative
solutions.

o
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Paga 17 — Revtsa statamant “agricutiural developrment and fam waork a1 Minidaks amployed hndneds. of
miermess” o read that this smploymen wad & subsiandasd wage rales. As i reads now, R seems (ke s was
i boan rahar tan poiniing oud tha continued injstios of the siuation. Although e Rifraive Dives mefon of
the wage disparity, # does nol do this ol 3 pdeds laler, Srangthen e taxd by stating the wage disparity
aadlier and then davaloping |t with these concrete detais,

14 Paza B — Tand in the second paragraph s8ll incorporates. the misnomer “swamming pool” Revise b mad,
“swimming hale "

Page 81 = Acknowlsdge appropriale relarencs ba 18 maipnetaton of T QaIsen as a "designed landscape:
mixire] eleenanis of palriotieen with Japanasa shyding.”

THWRD LS SR | G i @ Plan L | 1%/ mas
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11 through 14 The following editorial changes have been made.
Some suggested changes have not been made, as they do not
add new information to the document.

Comment 11: “Former internees” have replaced “internees” on
the following pages: vi, x, 130, and 206.

Comment 12: A new sentence was added on page 1. It reads,
“During this period, Issei contributed to establishing important
infrastructure, industries and settling of the American West.”

Comment 13: On page 12, the word “barracks” has replaced
“barracks apartments.”

Comment 14: On page 80, the phrase “swimming hole” has
replaced “swimming pool.”

%
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September 19, 2005 SEP 20

Mr. Meil King

Superintendent

Minidoka Internment Mational Monument
Mational Park Service

PO, 570

Hagerman, I} §3332-9900

Dear Mr kang

On behalf of The Conservation Fund, 1 am writing to thank vou for the opporunity to
comment on the Mational Park Service's draft General Managemem Plan (GMP) for the
Minidoka Internment National Monument and specifically to provide comments in
support of Alternative C, the preferred alternative.

Thanks to the outstanding work of the National Park Service (NPS), the draft GMP
includes & comprehensive and thoughtful discussion of the events associated with the
internment of Japancse Americans during World War I1 at the Minidoka Relocation
Center and cutlines a strong vision for the fiture of the Monument to serve as a focal
point for public education and imterpretation.

Accordingly, The Conservation Fund {TCF) strongly supports Alternative C, which
emphasizes an-site education and interpredation through the restoration of a residential
barracks block on its oniginal site at the Monument along with other actions,

Boundary Expansion. TCF supports Alternative C's recommendation to expand the
Momiment’s boundary to inclede the 128-acre farm and 10 seek legislation to authorize
the MNPS 1o acquire the propeny om a willing selier basis. The 128-acre privateiy=tremed
farm features significant historic resources and would allow the NP5 to restore an entire
barracks block at its original location, The restoration of a barracks block would enable
the NPS to provide the public with an cutstanding opponunity to learn about daily life in
the camp and to better undersiand the scale of the camp's operation, which housed over
13,000 internees

Also, the acquisition of the farm would help the NP3 betier manage visiters to the sife in
order to significantly reduce the pofeniial for conflicts with adjacent private landowners
and 1o reduce the likelihood of trespass incidents on adjacent private property. - In
addition, the acquisition of the farm would allow the NPS to provide the public with
information about the farm"s significance for homesteading as part of the “Farm-in-a-
Day™ program and the imponance of agriculture in southern [daho

Porimery in fongd ongd e+ Srimie Fraithog

Post Office Box 1524 = Sun Valley, [} 83333 » (208) T26-441% « FAX (208) THe-4479

\_ @rons

4 THE CONSERVATION FUND ~ “ ° e )

J
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Mr. Meil King
September 19, 2005
Page two

Iame Change: TCF supports Alternative C's recommendation to change the
Monument's name to the Minidoka National Historic Site. Currently, there are several
diffierent views about the best term to use in describing the forced exclusion, relocation
and internment of Japanese Americans during World War Il Some have proposed
internment camps, confinement sites, concentrabon camps or other terms. In light of the
abeence of & consensus over the most appropriate teem 1o use, we believe that the NPS
should propose to Congress that the woed “internment” be dropped from the name, thus
one particular term would not be codified in statute.
Because of the strong public recognition for the Manzanar National Historic Site, we
support renaming the Momiment to Minidoka Metional Historic Site in arder 1o conform
Minsdoka's name to the Manzanar National Historic Site. The Manzanar camp is one of
the nine other mternment camp sites and the only other site that is managed by the NPS
a5 & unil of the Natonal Park System

Building Restoration at the Gate: TCF also supports Alternative C's recommendation to
rebuild buildings and structures located at the former entrance to the camp. In particular,
we support the reconstruction of the stone military police building, the stone reception
room and the Honor Roll

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment. We look forward to the issuance of the
final management plan in the near future and 1o the opportunity to continue to work in

partnership with the NPS on this historic inrtiative.
'r'.\l w

Mark W, Elshres
Vice President & Mortbraest Direcior

&

cc. The Honorable Larry E. Craig
The Honorable Mike Crapo
The Honorable Michael K. Simpson
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JAPANESE AMERICAN
MATIONAL MUSEUM

kinuludiu; sezing restored barracks and histosie lands whenc che nows of harmcks once stood, /

x4 )

35 East Firer Scroor

Lo Angeles, CA gpoo1z
Telephone 2136250414
Bagiimile 3136351770

Seprember 12, 2003

Mr. Neil King, Superintendent

Minedoka Internment Mationsl Monument
221 M. Stare St

P.0. Bax 570

Hagerman, [D §333.2-0000

RE: Minidole Inernment Mational Momamens General Management Plan (GMP)
Dear Saperinmendent King:

n behalf of che leadership of the Japanese American National Museam, we are writing to
strongly suppon the Draft General Managemens Plan for the Minidoka Mational Monament.
As ooe of the sites where Japanese Americans were incarcerated during Waeld War IT,
Minidoka represents a vital pare of our Nation's historical legacy and a reminder of the
enduring importance of the Constiturion even in times of war and national crigis,

The Japanese American Mational Museam wes founded in 1983 o tell the story of Japanese
Americans in the United States. The Narionz] Museum believes in the fundamenzal
importance of remembering histary tw berrer guard againse prejudice that can threaen liberty
und equality in a democratic sociery. We seek oo provide a woeld-class forum for people of
every age and ethnicity to exphore the Japaness American historical experience. By welling
the story of our communiry, the Museum seekos to preserve the past, enrich lives, and look
abead to a mare vibeant, diverse, and just Americ

“The Marional Park Service {MNFS) is to be commended for developing such & thoroughly
prafesaional analysis of the incarcerarion site, its surrounding communiries, and the need for
extenaive interprerarion and education, and for developing such & forward looking Preferred
Aleernative. While the memaories are still vivid and the emaotions s5ill can run high, we
believe it is important that the full soary of this toabling episode in Amesican histary be
fially told in a manner chat will reach all Americans for all fime,

The Japanese American Mutional Miseum sooongly supports the NPS Preferred Alternative
{0} a5 presented in the Draft GMP, with the following comments and suggeszions,

Minidoka was ane of ten centers established during Woeld War [1. Ower 120,000 Japaness
Americans would spend the nexr three years of cheir lives confined in isobsced camps aperated
by el War Relocarion Authority. Preservation of the remalning historic elements of
Minidols is critical m furure undersranding of the site and the experience of those who once
lived there. It imperative for visitors to flly feel the emotionsl impact of the incarceration,
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An on-site facility for educarion and inperprecatson will help o ell the Minddoka scory,
attracting wisitoes, enhancing the visitor's experience, and benefiting the surroanding
community. The curfent national momemens does not encompass key elements of the
original cencer. At this time, none of Minidoka's agriculrural felds, or, more importantly, its
residential areas, is included in the netionsl monument. Thus, we welcome the GMP
Preferred Alternasive’s recommendarion ro seel authorization o acquice, through rensber
and purchase, several modest addirions of historic lands that were parts of the concentration

site. These additions are essencial to effective preservarion of the hisvoric sive and to re-
telling the full story of incarceracion, We urge the legislative sctions required m implement
the proposed addiions, transfers, and the small exchange of lands m sssure @ manageable and
repeesentative boundary,

As 15 the case with most national parks taday, success is dependent on partnerships. The
Japanese American Mational Mussum, and many other organizasions, stand resdy to sasist in
the work thar will be required. The Marional Museum can play an impartant rale in
expanding public education about the World War II camp experience, This is woek dhar is
already being provided and would be enbunoed by the Minidoka site. Beyond that, local
partnerships are essential to preserving o the sovent passible the culrural landscape of open
farmbsnds surrounding the monument, so that the hisroric sstting of the gite & & accurane &5
passible.

Additionally, the Japanese American Marional Museumn would support your recommended
name change to Minidoka Narional Historic Sire, conseseene with che Manzanar Marional
Higtoric Site. The Matlonsl Museum uses the term “concentration camp” to refer vo the
Wodd Wacld 1 camp sites. "We also use the term “inearcerarion” rather than incernmen:.
We believe that these rerms are more historically sccurate. However, we acknowledge that
oifferent terms are used ro describe the experience. Given the subsrancial debare that
occurred during the Manzanar designarion and final agreements thar were eached, we would
support comistency of “Marional Historic Site” to refer eo Minidoka.

In aeder foe che full soory oo be rold in o way thae will reach che largess number of Americans,
it will be imporcant to assure preservation of other historic sites associated with the Japanese
American experience of Waorld War 11, including noe only the War Reloation Authority
camip sire, bur assembly centers, and prisons, as well as the sites where many Japanese
Americans trained for aceive duty milltary service in World War 1, winning medals and
commendations for their eourage and secrifice,

For the Minidoka story to be flly told will require appropriate preservation and
miemorialimeion of sssoclased sives, including in particular the Eagledale Perry Dock on
Buinbridge Isline and the Hashidate-Yu (Panama Heeel) both in Searcle, Washingron. In
2002, Congress direcred the MPS o conduce a study of the Bainbridge Idand site, We
commend the Park Service for its wark on the Bainbridge Island soudy and anxiously await
its completion. Ultimarely, we ook foreard to an affismarive recommendarion by the
Interioe Deparcment for designation of o Musional Memorial on this sice,

We also appreciare the recent progress on designation of the Hashidate-Yu {in the bassment
of the Panama Hotel) a5 o National Historic Landmark, This hotel was a key cemter af

kimmir, i For Japanese Amesican before the War, sud served s u tepository for the /
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footlockers, trunks, and ocher baggage of hundreds of inrernees when they wens senc away to
the internment camps. The Mational Park System Advisory Board affirmed che sire's national
significance in 2003, We understand that the Lasr remaining obsracles to approval of the
MHL designation by the Secretary of Interior may shortly be overcome,

We appreciare you and your stff's many effors chis far o reach out to the Japanese
American community, as well as to vatious other local communities in the development of
this plan. The Japaness American Marional Museum srands rendy to assist the Marional Park
Service in the realization of chis crirically impomans park planning wnd implementition
action end making. We urge expeditious approval and implemenmtion of the Preferred
Alrernative.

President & CEQ

\_

\

ouv IVITNIAORA LVLETTLINEYLL INULLOTIUL IVIOTTUTIETIL ADUTEVIdLEWd [INAL \TIVILI /L1
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September 20, 2005

Mr. Neil King IU\ SEP 2 2 206
Superintendent L

Minidoka Internment MM HAFQ
P.O. Box 570 ———

221 Morth State Street
Hagerman, ID. 83332

Mr King,

On behalfl of the Pocatello-Blackioot Japanese American Citizen's League, we
wish to thank you for the tremendous work you have done on bringing the
Minidoka Interment Memarial this far in the long and arduous process of making
this dream a reality.

In reviewing the proposed plans, our chapier wishes o endorse Plan C. We feel
this provides the most consistent, complete, and cost effective option that
provides the best environment for a visitor o experience the Internment and the
effect such a place had on $0 many Japanese Americans.

We are available o supporn your effons in anyway we can as this project has
such meaning for so many Japanese Americans in this area,

Please feel fres to call on us at anytime.

Again, with thanks

Karl Ende

President, Pocatello-Blackfoot JACL
17 Cedar Hills

Pocatello, Idahe 63204
208-233-B293
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Letter 149: Karl Endo, Japanese American Citizens
League, Pocatello Blackfoot Chapter
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/ Gﬁapune&e _American C’:'f:’zeml aﬁ?ﬂgue # ﬂh

Jﬁn-- tolle- L3 -"f-u-m‘ ﬂdff#
September 20, 2005

Mr. Meil King .
Superintendent SEP 220k
Minidoka Internment MM [ —
P.0. Box 570 1-_',AF_D

221 Morth State Sireet
Hagerman, ID. 83332

Mr King_

Per a majarity vote, the Pocatello-Blackfoot Japanese American Citizen's League
has requested that the suggestion for the signs directing persons 1o the Minidoka
Memorial read “Minidoka Concentration Camp®,

Please feel free 1o call on us at Anyiime
l-'.—’
't —_
o F ity
i
Karl Endo
Fresident, Pocatello-Blackioom JACL
17 Cedar Hills
Pocatello, [daho B3204
208-235-K303

k For a Batter American in & Greater America /
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—gp o T Te: Evelyn SmanMAFOMPSENPS
- o b Subject: Fur: Minkloks GNP commments
4|52
Rabest Hayashi

Ta; anna_tamura ’
=rharyashi FIBT. Nt e ) ot
0% 192008 11:32 PM
EST

Sublect: Minidaka GMP eomiments

Dear Anna,

Thank you for sending me the copy of the Minidoka OMP. My cime out
in Portland with your eolleagues was a wonderfol, enlightening
experience, and I do hope that T will have the opportunity to
iﬂnl:!.nutm working with NPS as Minidoka and other related sites move
orward.,

You may not remember, Bt 1 had some correspondence with you years
back while I was in graduate school. And I enjoyed reading yoor Ma
theais, to which I refer in my jusc-abouc-domns book manuscript.

Attached are somé ruminations in response bo the plan.

Feel free to contact me if chers le anything that I can do for you
all in the future. Again, it was a really great experisnce for me
masting the HPE ecaff out in Portland this summer and pleass send my
regards .

Sinocerely,
=)
Robert grp-comments hesashl doe
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1 must admit to having mixed emotions about NPS's plans to develop Minidoka.
There was an ineffable power to the site as 1i existed prior to prescrvation, the sagebrsh
and deteriorated buildings bespoke of the ahsence of the Relocation in our national
history, the neglect. And I worry that restoration and development of the site will create
a landscape that appears (oo acsthetically pleasing, one that can too eagily leave a viewer
with a misperception of the conditiens that interness experienced. This is valid given the
still present notion that Relocation was, indeed, not so bad, like a long stay at a Holiday
Inn, &s 1 once heard somoone argue. Therafore, [ hope that NPS does include
photographs, film, paintings, and personal accounts that faithfully convey the harshness
of the landscape as it was dunng Relocation. [ alsao urge MPS to consider & multi-
disciplinary approach in conveying this story and leverage the unigue power of personal
marraiive io convey it. Perhaps, recounting the biographies of  heterogeneous group of
individuals through their words is one means by which (o do this, for, as arficulated by
Thelen and Rosenzweig's research, personal and emodional connections o history are
what most compels interest in historically significant locales. The poems of Mitsuye
Yamada are one fine example that come to mind, especially as they recount her life
before, during, and after Relocation to Minidoka.

However, | am most concemed that this history be a part of how Amencans
conceive of their selves, their history. Therefore, [ am appreciative of NIPFS's efforts to
preserve and to interpret the site. Moreover, the GMPs guidelines will provide an
opportunity to bring this history to the attention of the public and in 2 vital fashion. 1 am
impressed with the overall plan and agree with NPS's favored option,
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My greatest concern, however, is how fully the story is told and how adequately it

addresses the unsettling questions about American and Japaness American identity that

this moment in history represents, This should be conceived as a site for ongoing debate
shout the issues of civil rights and constitational history, and [ urge NP5 to use this
interpretive theme (o guide its interpretation and manegement of the site by forefronting
it in exhibits, interpretive materials, public sutreach, its website, and events at or related
to the site. The recent Padilla case demonstrates that this history is not some moment
frozen in time, a dusty relic behind ghass, but one episode in a contimually evolving story,
u part of LR American legal, constitutional, judicial, and even environmental history,
Moreover, the notion of civic engapement can be & wseful vehicle by which the
controversial, hotly debated aspects of these issues can be incorporated into Minidoka's
development and management, so that the recent NPS directive to ensure all voices are
heard, but none dominate” gan be accomplishad. Therefore, no one Nikkei voices or
group should control Minidoka's meaning. All the fractiousness of military service that
still haunts the JA community must be represented in the voices included in exhibits,
printed muierials, and other interpretations of the site. For too long nised combat service
has dominated ihe establishment of Japancse Amencan public history and represented JA
identity itsell, as evidenced by the Japanese American Mational Monument in
Washington, NP8 has a responsibility to portray the range of experiences that relate o
Minidoka so thai no one singular experience becomes the dominant or representative one.
It must realize how it is 2 uniquely powerful shaper of public histery and of eivie
identity-- the gatekeeper for a kind of "official story” and therefore with a great

responsibility 1o be honest and inclhisive, That means Manzanar or Minidoka mis! not

- AN /
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/muninﬁmdh:lhn'rm:uﬂnp.hﬂﬁhﬂﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂ“ﬂrgﬂiﬂﬁmﬁmm \ / (Robert Hayashi)

Historian's suggestions in its 2004 report on Teaching Citizenship and Patriotism, they
should evolve.

An individual's visii to such a site may be their only access to that history, the
story of some people they know little of. This is especially true in relation o stories that
relate 1o American racial'ethnic minorities at a time when the legacy of racism's impact
on conternporary lifis seems to some Americans obliterated-in our post-civil rights era,
where, a5 some submit, Asian Americans are all model minorities. It is even MOBRE
imperative in this climate that NPS play a provocative role by simply telling an honest
history that connects the present to the past and from the perspective of the many. And
this includes seeking opportfunities to connect histories related to the site, not just to other
current or proposed NPS sites like Manzanar or Bainbridge Island, bt in relation to
other group histories, too. Like Manzanar, Minidoke's larger history also suggests the
validity of other frames of understanding the site, for instance, s a place marked by the
historic struggle hetween the powerfil and weak for control of the land itsell and the
dominant role of agricultural development and the yeoman farmer” mythos in shaping
the West. This also invites the possibility of framing individual group experiences in
dialogue with other group histories, such as seeing Japanese American history in relation
to Mative American history: a valid exploration considering that the federal govemment's
management of Japanese Americans during WWII was directly influenced by its prior
experience with MNative Americans and vice versa. [n addition, this can provide a means

to bridge the traditionally separate provinces of natural history and cullural history, As

khh‘l.m*lm Patricia Limerick kag written, “The complete story of the invesiment nl‘lmmm/ k
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consciousness in the American landscape requires attention to the whaole set of
participants . . . With anything less, the meaning of the landscape is fragmented and
truncated”

WPS must assume that this will mean unsettling some Amenicans, and negoliate
that responsibly, or don't try at all. 1t's not a blame game—it's understanding OUR
history, Aferall, the other side of that hypen is "American " And ethnic groaps must
aflen fashion identities that negotinle the aseribed identity from the larger culiure and jts
institutions idesls of what American is, and this entails a political struggle within groups,
one that is usually unknown to the larger public. Yet, that hidden component NPS should
inchede, for it often tells us what being Jewish, Japanese-American, or Cape Verdean-
Amesican really means. And we might, for instance, realize that when ethnic identity
sema moal consistent, connected with American identity, as in the example of JA
eombat veterans, it has really most powerfully displayed the disconnect.

Afierall, the explicit goal of the WRA was to dissolve Japanese American ethnic
identity, and that identity is more than cultural; it also is defined by how JAs relate io,
shape, and define their group history, and they do not universally assent 10 a singular
narrative. The debate o few decades ago between JACL chapters over how o
commemaorate Minidoka is an illustrative example and such moments more adequately
and provocatively convey what it has, will, snd may mesan to be Japaness American: what
forces compel them to identify themsslves in the poblic sphere. Yes, we should honor
veterans, but we must not forget the draft resisiers, the issei, women, and the younger

generations of American nikkei, Tt is imperative that the larger public be aware of the

k1‘.'|-a||:t=.|r|::mwimiuﬂm.-1:«:11:1::11.mlt:||'1:I'|a!:£ are 8 manifestation of Relocation and one of its most
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distressing legacics. Personally, my family remaing deeply divided because of events that
occurred during the war and my grandfather died st Minidoka, My aunt painfully
remains emhbittered, and even I fieel wary in the land of my birth, though 1 never directly
suffered the indignation and injustice of internment. A formal apology and a tax-free
20,000 check cannot heal what we lost, and I don’t want visitors to walk away feehing
good about what they leam at Minidoka. This is why, if I had my druthcrs, this would be

known by what it was—a conceniration camp.

\

1 urge NPS to, at the least, make clear the debates within the commumity that stem
from this history and the subsequent debates about what this site signifies, mclading the

controversy over its izrminology. As James Young noles, "The differences among names

\_

alse explain the grear gulf in wnderstanding berween different narions and people,
reflecting disparate experiences of the period ax well as the different shapes respective
mational mthologies and ideologies necessarily confer on events. Every language’s
e thaes molds events in the image of iis cultures particular undersianding of evenis.”
By acknowledging this ai Minidoka, NPS will provide an opporiumity for Amernicans to
discuss the different experiences that are often the result of racial'ethnic identity and, just
mayhe, lears 1o mone fally appreciate the validity of each others' views.

1 am not suggesting that this will be an casy task. Sadly, we live in a climate
where too often historical accuracy and the admission of a plurality of experiences are
labeled negative phenomena. But fostering debate is the engine of democratic ideals
and I also think that forefronting the notion of civic engagement is a necessary and
effective means by which to truly accomplish 2 broader andience and 2 more diverse,

more accurate presentation of American history. What may be s0 imporiant about civic

/
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1 Please see responses to comments 17-01 and 62-01 for their
discussions on terminology.
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/:rmpmﬂtld'ldwhjriii;nm:hmﬂ:ﬁwmmhﬁudiﬂnmhl}mitm&yhm "\ /~  (Robert Hayashi) ™

one connecting point in American identity we can agree on: the core principles and the
assumption of individual eivie duty they infer. To finally tell the kind of inclusive, truly
multi-vocal history that NP8 and other public instinstions have long denied means
shattering the connection to comman roods—in culturs or histonical perspective, For it is
when an individual group's history is most in discord with the larger national narrative
that the meaning of such an identity, the gap of that hyphen is most keenly felt,
Sincerely,

Robert T. Hayashi

Assistant Professor

University of Wiseonsin-Cshkosh
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Jirome County Flanning & Fening
103 W. Listals Rm. 307, lerorme, [dako 81508

\
4159

T

' et | Anhur B Brown, Administrater
r/ !.'.Kﬁ-- | Mamey Dmere, Administrative Azalsisn

Tl JO08-D24-401 L Faoe 2A08-204- 502653 {7 % Yweris LeMan, Secretary

Meil King Saperisendem

Iinidokn Enternment Mational Mo

PO Box 570

Hagerman, Tahis 83332

March 27, 2006

T Superintendent King
MMM%:: reguiremens af keroms
01 County Zoning Ordinance. After reviewing the Ordi Chapaisr 5 Chart >3 states

thuat & Specisl Use Permit i required for & moausment. { See aitach char 5-3),

Plexse comtacd Jerome County Plussing & Foning Offscs wh we Cani 38l you in
preparing for the Special Use Application.

Simcaraly,

[_.-
Arthur Roy Brawn
Planning & Zeming Admimistratar
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Letter: 159, Arthur Brown, Jerome County Planning \
and Zoning

1 Thank you for your letter regarding the Jerome County Zoning
Ordinance.

At present, Minidoka Internment National Monument is located
in the Agricultural Zone A-1. The NPS considers the historically
significant resources and purpose of Minidoka Internment
National Monument to be most compatible with Jerome County’s
Preservation Zone. The Preservation Zone is defined as “land
which possesses such unique characteristics, benefiting the
public at large, that its present unique character should remain
undisturbed....Sites of significant historical interest and value
should be included in the Preservation Zone if such inclusion is
reasonable and possible. The Planning and Zoning Commission
shall give careful consideration to the recommendations of the
Jerome County Historical Society whenever the Commission is
considering the inclusion or the exclusion of a site and/or land
area which is presented as being appropriate to this zone”
(Jerome County Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 4-8).

The purpose of Minidoka Internment National Monument is to
protect historic structures and objects that provide opportunities
for public education and interpretation of an important chapter
of American history - the internment of Japanese Americans
during World War Il. Additionally, the site has been listed on the
National Register of Historic Places since 1979, and was declared
an Idaho Centennial Site in 1990 by the State of Idaho.

- %
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The National Park Service respectfully requests the Jerome
County Planning and Zoning Commission work with the NPS
staff to consider changing the County zoning designation of the
area included within the authorized boundaries of the Minidoka
Internment National Monument area from “A-1" Agricultural
Zone to the “PR” Preservation Zone due to the historical
importance and the public preservation purposes of the national
monument. National Park Service staff would be pleased to
provide the County with any additional information about the
national monument at your request. We would of course be
available to attend any public hearings on the matter as may
come before the Commission.

The following text has been added to the Common to All
Alternatives, Land Protection and Boundaries section on page
150: “The NPS will collaborate with Jerome County to initiate a
request for the inclusion of Minidoka Internment National
Monument lands into the Jerome County Preservation Zone.”

AN /
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A ':___"'"- A s the nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department of the Interior has responsibility for most of our

nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This includes fostering sound use of our land and water
resources; protecting our fish, wildlife, and biological diversity; preserving the environmental and cultural values of

laces; and providing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The
department assesses our energy a ineral resources and works to ensure that their development is in the best

our national parks and historic

interests of all our people by encouraging stewardship and citizen participation in their care. The department also has
a major responsibility for American Indian reservation communities and for people who live in island territories
under U.S. administration.

D-5A / June 2006
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