National Park Service Denali National Park and Preserve
U.S. Department of the Interior Date: 08/01/2016

Categorical Exclusion Form

Project: Minor Amendment to the 1997 Frontcountry Plan
PEPC Project Number: 64520
Description of Action (Project Description):

There is language in the Frontcountry Plan that is based on limiting guided hiking in the Kantishna area to concession
contracts awarded to Lodges in Kantishna. No rationale was given as to why other guided visitor services could not be
offered in the Kantishna area under Commercial Use Authorizations, Park Management wishes to broaden visitor
opportunities in the Kantishna Area by revising the language on page 44 of the Final Entrance Area and Road Corridor
Development Concept Plan/Environmental Impact Statement from:

"Guided hiking by the two Kantishna limited concession permit holders would be allowed in designated areas along the park
road west of mile 84, the Wonder Lake campground access road, and the McKinley Bar trail. These guided activities would
therefore be available only for overnight guests of the two permit holders. A maximum of two permits would therefore be
available for guided hiking. These restrictions would not apply to the historic operator in Kantishna."

specific stipulations would adhere to current management plans and the indicators and standards for the applicable
Mmanagement areas. This amendment does not limit the historic operator in Kantishna."

Project Locations:

Location
County: Denali Borough State: AK
Geo. Marker: Kantishna Area (Subsection) Other:

Mitigation(s):

* Mitigation: Kantishna-area monitoring per the indicators in the Backcountry Management Plan shouid be initiated or
continued,

Signature

Superintendent: Date:
Don Striker
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Extraordinary Circumstances:

If 1mplememcd would the pmposal

A Havc mgmf’can( impacts on publlc hc'zlth or safety'?

B Havc significant impacts on such nalural resources and umque gcographlc charactenst:cs as hlstonc or
\cultural resources; park, recreation, or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural
landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990);
|ﬂ00dp1ams (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically significant
'or cnllcai areas?

|C Havc hlghly conlroverslal enwronmt.mal c[fects or mvolve unresolved COIlﬂlClS concerning alternative
luses ofavallable resources (NEPA sectmn 102(2](E))?

;Yesf’No

.D Have hlghly uncerlam and polenlmlly significant env1ronmenlal effects or mvolve umque or unknown
‘cnwronmcnta] rlsks’?

'E Estabhsh a prccedent for future action or reprcsent a decrslon in principle about future actions with
potcntlally significant cnvnronmemal effects?

F Have a direct rciauonshlp to other actions wnh mdmdualiy 1n51gniﬁcant, but cumulatively significant,
|cnv1ronmcnta1 effects?

G Have srgmﬁcant impacts on propert;es l:sted or ehgible for listing on thc Natlonal chlstcr oles,tonc
Places. as determined by cnhcr lhe burcau or offce'?

H Havc 51gn1hcant impacts on species llstcd or proposcd to be lls,led on thc Llst of Endangercd or
Threalened Spemes. or have si gmﬁc‘ml 1mpac15 on des:gnaled Critical Habitat for these spemes”

l V1olatc a federal, stalc local or tnbal law or requlremcnt nnposed for the protcct:on of the cnvlronmem"

J Havc a d1spr0pomonately hlgh 'md adversc effect on low income or mmonty populations (EO 12898)’?

K Limit access to and ceremonial use oflndmn sacrcd sites on federal lands by Indian religious practitioners
or advcrsely affcct the phys:cal mtcgnty of such sacrcd sites [FO 13(}007)"

L Conmbulc to lhc mtroducnon wntmucd cx1slencc or sprcad of noxious wceds or non- natwc invasive
spemes known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the
|range of such spemcs (cheral Noxlous Wecd Comml Acl and Execulwe Order 13 l 12)?
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