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GMP Process: Further Opportunities for Input
Dear Friends,

During the recent public meetings and associated 

comment period for the Big Cypress National Preserve 

Addition GMP, the National Park Service heard 

from over 800 interested individuals, organizations 

and public agencies.  Based on your input and legal 

requirements, we have decided to expand the scope of the 

GMP to include a wilderness study and off -road vehicle 

management plan for the Addition. The inclusion of the 

wilderness study will fulfi ll the legal requirements of the 

enabling legislation and the Record of Decision for the 

Recreational Off -Road Vehicle Management Plan. 

Expanding the scope to include these additional elements 

will result in effi  ciency and cost savings. As a result of this 

expanded project scope, the National Park Service will be 

holding public meetings to solicit additional information 

related to these required topics.  

We appreciate your continued involvement in this 

process and expect that with your input and the 

expanded scope, a sustainable management plan will be 

developed and implemented. 

Your comment and input helps us understand and 

consider your interests and concerns in planning for the 

future management of Big Cypress National Preserve.

Sincerely,

Karen Gustin

Superintendent

General Management Plan
Big Cypress National Preserve Addition
Florida
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WILDERNESS STUDY AND OFF-ROAD VEHICLE (ORV)
MANAGEMENT

As part of the General Management Plan (GMP) process for the Big 
Cypress National Preserve Addition, the National Park Service will 
conduct a wilderness study. This study is required by the Preserve’s 
enabling legislation, which states: “…the Secretary [of the Interior] shall 
review the area within the preserve or the area within the Addition (as the 
case may be) and shall report to the President, in accordance with section 
3 (c) and (d) of the Wilderness Act (78 Stat. 891; 16 U.S.C. 1132 (c) and 
(d)), his recommendations as to the suitability or nonsuitability of any area 
within the preserve or the area within the Addition (as the case may be) 
for preservation as wilderness, and any designation of any such areas as a 
wilderness shall be accomplished in accordance with said subsections of 
the Wilderness Act.”  (Public Law (P.L.) 93-440, as amended by P.L. 100-
301)

Furthermore, the Record of Decision signed in 2000 for the Recreational 
Off -Road Vehicle Management Plan states that “until the wilderness 
suitability study and general management plan are completed, the Addition 
Lands will remain closed to recreational ORV use.”

ORV management is also being included in the scope of the GMP, and 
appropriate use of ORVs will be analyzed, along with wilderness, in each 
alternative.

It is important that we hear from all interested and informed members of 
the public regarding these additional components in the planning process.  
Additional public meetings will be held to ensure there is fair opportunity 
for the public to provide input, have dialogue with Preserve employees and 
share any concerns.    

The planning process has been successful thus far as a direct result of 
avid public participation.  Your input has provided valuable information 
regarding concerns, ideas and future management opportunities for the 
Addition.  Please remain involved in this ongoing process – we appreciate 
your involvement to date with this planning eff ort.  We look forward to 
completing the necessary requirements as directed by Congress so that 
a sustainable management plan for the Addition can be developed and 
implemented that will allow all to enjoy this incredible place.
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Planning Activity Dates

• Public scoping meetings Spring 2006

• Revise Alternatives Summer/Fall 2006

• Revised Alternative Newsletter and Public meetings Fall 2006

• Preparation of Draft GMP/Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS)

2007

• Draft GMP/EIS Released for public review and comment 2008

• Final GMP/EIS and Record of Decision 2009

We will hold three public meetings to gather input on wilderness and ORV 
access in the Addition. Please feel free to drop in at your convenience to speak 
with us. NPS staff  will be at all meetings to answer questions throughout the 
evening. 
During the meeting, we will also have separate group workshops to hear 
your thoughts on how to address the management challenges associated with 
providing opportunities for a variety of experiences in the Addition.  
These one hour workshops will begin at 4:30 PM, 5:00 PM and 5:30 PM. The 
Superintendent will provide an overview of the expanded scope prior to each 
of the individual workshops at 4:15 PM, 4:45 PM and 5:15 PM. 
If you would like to participate in one of the group workshops, please RSVP 
by Monday, May 22, 2006 by calling Mary Stefanos at (239) 695-1103. In order 
to allow all attendees an opportunity to take part in the individual workshops, 
we ask that participants only sign up for one session per person, per evening. 
Walk-in participants will be accommodated in the group workshops as space 
allows.

Date Location

Tuesday
May 23, 2006
4:00–7:00 PM

Everglades City School
415 School Drive
Everglades City, FL 34139

Wednesday 
May 24, 2006 
4:00–7:00 PM

Edison College
7007 Lely Cultural Parkway
Naples, FL 34113-8977

Thursday
May 25, 2006
4:00–7:00 PM
 

University of Florida/IFAS
Fort Lauderdale Research & Education Center
3205 College Avenue
Fort Lauderale, FL 33314-7719 

PUBLIC MEETINGS

SCHEDULE
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is Wilderness?
The Wilderness Act of 1964 states: “A Wilderness, in contrast with those areas 
where man and his own works dominate the  landscape, is hereby recognized 
as an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man, 
where man himself is a visitor who does not remain”. 

What constitutes Wilderness?
Wilderness is designated by Congress and must meet the minimum following 
criteria:
1.  generally appears to have been aff ected primarily by the forces of nature, with 
the imprint of man’s work substantially unnoticeable
2.  has outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfi ned type 
of recreation
3.  has at least fi ve thousand acres of land or is of suffi  cient size as to make 
practicable its preservation and use in an unimpaired condition
4.  may also contain ecological, geological, or other features of scientifi c, 
educational, scenic, or historical value

What are  the steps in the NPS Wilderness review process?
1.  Lands that may possess the characteristics and values of wilderness, as 
defi ned in the Wilderness Act, are studied to determine suitability pursuant to 
the wilderness suitability assessment.
2.  The fi ndings and conclusions of a formal wilderness study will be forwarded 
by the National Park Service Director to the Department of the Interior.
3.  The Secretary of the Interior is responsible for recommending to the 
President those lands that meet the necessary criteria for wilderness 
designation.
4.  The president is then responsible for transmitting to both houses of Congress 
his recommendations with respect to wilderness designation.
5.  Congress considers the President’s recommendation and may subsequently 
enact legislation to include the area within the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. 

What uses are permitted in designated Wilderness areas?
Most recreational uses are permitted in wilderness areas, including, hunting, 
fi shing, hiking, canoeing or kayaking, camping and horseback riding, provided 
that motorized equipment or mechanical transportation is not used.  National 
Park Service policy states that recreational uses in NPS wilderness areas will be 
of a nature that enable the areas to retain their primeval character and infl uence; 
protect and preserve natural conditions; leave the footprint of man’s work 
substantially unnoticeable; provide outstanding opportunities for solitude or 
primitive and unconfi ned types of recreation; and preserve wilderness in an 
unimpaired condition. 

HOW TO BE INVOLVED

If you would like to provide input on the management of the Big Cypress 
National Preserve Addition or receive email updates, the methods for 
commenting are listed in order of preference:
1. You can log on to http://parkplanning.nps.gov and follow the links for 
Big Cypress National Preserve to submit your comments electronically. The 
website will post all project newsletters as well as provide an opportunity to 
submit comments electronically.
2. Email us at: bicy_gmp_planning@nps.gov
3. You may mail your comments via regular postal mail at:

National Park Service
Denver Service Center
Big Cypress Planning Team
12795 West Alameda Parkway
P.O. Box 25287
Denver, CO. 80225-0287
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