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Grand Canyon’s Backcountry 

 Grand Canyon’s backcountry is 
over 1.1 million acres, most of 
which is proposed for wilderness 
designation  

 Approximately 37,000 overnight 
visitors annually (94,000 user 
nights); Up to 1,000 additional 
users daily during peak season  

 

 



National Park Service Mission 

 
 
The National Park Service preserves unimpaired the 
natural and cultural resources and values of the 
National Park System for the enjoyment, education, 
and inspiration of this and future generations.  

E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A 



Why Do We Need a New Plan? 
 Revised plan will update 1988 Backcountry Management Plan 

 

 1988 Plan is not consistent with the park’s 1995 General 
Management Plan or NPS Wilderness Policy 
 

 Commercial services have not been analyzed to determine if 
they are necessary and appropriate 
 

 Some Use Areas in Wilderness have degraded resource 
conditions and wilderness character 
 

 Cottonwood Campground capacity limits cross-canyon 
overnight opportunities 
 

 Tribes have expressed concerns related to culturally 
significant places and access across tribal lands 
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Why Do We Need a New Plan? 

 Emerging recreational uses put demands on resources 
un-envisioned in the 1988 Plan: 

 

 Rim-to-Rim and Rim-to-River day use (hiking and running) 
has become popular and resulted in issues that need to be 
addressed 
 

 Impacts to resources from river-assisted backcountry 
travel, canyoneering, and climbing aren’t well understood 
 

 An adaptive management process has not been 
developed to guide decision making for ongoing and 
emerging issues and concerns 
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What is the Purpose of the Plan? 
 Analyze and determine type, extent, and location of 

backcountry use. 

 Establish an adaptive management framework that 
allows the public to experience the park’s 
backcountry resources and values while preserving 
them for the enjoyment of future generations. 

 

 



What Do We Want to Accomplish? 

 Protect and preserve natural and cultural resources 
and the integrity of Wilderness character 
 

 Provide framework for consistent decision making 
 

 Provide a variety of visitor opportunities and 
experiences in a manner consistent with park 
purposed and resource protection 
 

 Provide for public understanding and support for 
preserving fundamental resources and values for 
which the park was established 
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Planning Process 
 Public scoping occurred in 

2011 

 Public comments were used 
to develop draft alternatives 

 Three action alternatives 
and the no-action 
alternative are analyzed in 
the Draft EIS 

 90-day public review and 
comment period 
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Key Changes 
 
 Increased visitor education 

 Overnight backpacking group 
size changes 

 Collaboration with tribes on 
access and permitting across 
tribal lands 

 Amount and location of 
commercial services 

 Day use permits 
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Adaptive Management 

 

 

 Adaptive management 

 A decision process that promotes flexible 
decision making that can be adjusted in 
the face of uncertainties. 

 Applies to 
 Extended day hiking and running 

 Use area management 

 Human waste management 

 Tuweep day use 

 River-assisted backcountry travel 

 Climbing and canyoneering 

 

 

 

 

 

Assess 
Problem 

Design 

Implement 

Monitor 

Evaluate 

Adjust 



E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A 

Adaptive Management 

 

 

 Extended day hiking and running (rim 
to rim) 

1. Assess problem (overused facilities, crowding, 
conflict among user groups) 

2. Design strategy to address problem 

3. Implement strategy (day use permit) 

4. Monitor (use levels, distribution of use, and 
visitor  behavior) 

5. Evaluate status of problem (crowding, conflict) 

6. Adjust management (for example group size 
limits, daily use limits by trail or designated 
days for group events) 

 Start back at #1 
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Next Steps 

 We want to hear from you! 

 Public review and comment ends March 2016 

 Analyze and address public comments 

 Prepare Final EIS 

 Prepare Record of Decision 
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Other Projects 
 Desert View Projects 

 Night Skies 

 Transcanyon Pipeline 

 Trails Projects 

 Transportation System 

 Bison Management 

 Concessions Updates 

 Youth Programs 

 NPS Centennial – Find Your Park 
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