Project Timeline

Below is the project timeline. Opportunities for public involvement are highlighted

in green.

Planning Phase

Estimated Completion
Timeframe

Analyze Constraints

November - December 2015

Public Scoping/Comment Analysis

December 2015 - January 2016 <+— Current phase

Develop Preliminary Alternatives

Winter 2015/2016

Refine Alternatives Winter 2015/2016
Develop Environmental Assessment Winter 2015/2016
Publish Environmental Assessment Spring 2016
Public Comment Analysis/Response Summer 2016
Publish NEPA Decision Fall 2016
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Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado

Dear Friends:

The National Park Service (NPS) is developing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze the removal of trespass
livestock, including but not limited to cattle and horses, from Mesa Verde National Park in compliance with the Nation-
al Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

The Park does not have legal authority to allow livestock use in the park. According to federal regulations at 36 CFR
2.60, “The running-at-large, herding, driving across, allowing on, pasturing or grazing of livestock of any kind in a park
area or the use of a park area for agricultural purposes is prohibited.” Mesa Verde National Park does not have any re-
served rights associated with livestock use and it is not designated as a necessary and integral part of the Park’s recrea-
tional activities or historic scene. The horses in the park are not protected under the 1971 Wild Free Roaming Horse
and Burro Act (WFRHBA) and the National Park Service is not one of the agencies designated to manage horses under
the WFRHBA. The Park’s only legal authority is to remove trespassing livestock.

The NPS will evaluate a number of methods for capturing and removing trespass livestock from the Park in a humane
manner and in compliance with NPS policies and regulations. As part of the project, the Park would also install, modify
and maintain fencing to prevent future migration of livestock into the Park.

The EA will analyze impacts on topics such as, but not limited to, cultural resources, vegetation, soils, wildlife, water re-
sources, wilderness, and visitor use and experience.

We invite you to participate in the planning process by submitting ideas for removing trespassing livestock and identify-
ing issues of concern. We hope you will join us in this important discussion regarding the future of your public lands by
submitting comments.

Thank you for your interest and participation in the development of the Livestock Removal EA.

Sincerely,

CHf

Superintendent
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