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On June 7, 2015, I conducted a cultural resources survey of the proposed 247.3ft (75.4m) 

boardwalk connecting a parking lot on the Natchez Trace Parkway with the Mississippi Craft 

Center on Rice Road in Ridgeland, Mississippi (fig. 1).  The section of the Natchez Trace in the 

immediate vicinity of the survey area was nominated to the National Register of Historic Places 

in 1976 (Appendix 1). The survey area amounts to 0.11 acres (452 square meters).  

Approximately two hours were spent on the fieldwork portion of the project.  Seven previous 

cultural resources surveys have been conducted within one mile of the survey area (Table 1; fig. 

2).  There are seven recorded archaeological sites located within one mile of the project area 

(Table 2; fig. 3).  None of these sites will be impacted by the proposed development.  Had any 

artifacts been found, they would have been curated at the Southeastern Archeology Center in 

Tallahassee, Florida.   

Background 

 The survey area falls in the South Central Hills physiographic zone not far from the 

boundaries of the North Central Hills and the Jackson Prairie physiographic zones.  Although 

some of the names have changed, these zones were well described by Lowe (1915) in one of the 

early bulletins of the Mississippi State Geological Survey.  While the uplands in both the North 

Central Hills and the South Central Hills were covered in pine forests, the two regions differ in 

that hardwoods, most often oaks, are frequently mixed in with the pines of the northern zone 

Lowe (1915:211).  Floodplains in the North Central Hills were forested in gum trees, white, 

water and willow oaks, beech, poplar, and ash (Lowe 1915:212).  Water and willow oaks, gums, 

sweet bay, tulip, and short leaf pine grow on the floodplains of the South Central Hills (Lowe 

1915:253).  The upland of the western portion of the Jackson Prairie was forested in hardwoods 

with patches of prairie grasses.  The bottoms were mostly hardwoods. 

 Henry Collins (1932) of the Smithsonian Institute conducted one of the earliest 

professional excavations in Mississippi at the Deasonville Site (22Yz527), located in Yazoo 

County, less than 30 miles from the survey area.  This excavation is significant for several 

reasons.  It was the first professional training opportunity for his two local assistants, James Ford 

and Moreau Chambers, both of whom went on to make important contributions to southeastern 

archaeology.  Field techniques used at the site included surface collections, stripping the 

plowzone using a mule drawn scraper, and detailed mapping of exposed structural remains.  The 

artifacts, particularly the ceramics, were described in sufficient detail that they could be assigned 

to modern types and varieties.  Ford (1936) used the Deasonville ceramics in defining one of the 

earliest comprehensive ceramic sequences for Mississippi and Louisiana.  Although substantially 

revised, that typology was fundamental to the baseline survey of the Lower Mississippi Valley 

published 15 years later (Phillips, Ford, and Griffin 1951).  The ceramic sequence detailed in that 

report was further elaborated using the type variety system by Phillips (1970). 

 In 1987 Moore published a summary of a 1982 cultural resources literature review that 

focused on the Pearl River drainage from Ross Barnett Reservoir to the Gulf of Mexico.  At that 

time, only 39 sites had been recorded within a two mile corridor centering on the river and 

extending for the entire length of the study area (Moore 1987:194).  Although Chambers had 

included portions of the Pearl River drainage in his reconnaissance level research conducted 

during the 1930s under the auspices of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History, he 

conducted no significant excavations in the region.  Rands (1959) conducted a pre-inundation 

survey and limited excavations in the Ross Barnett Reservoir just to the north of Jackson.  In that 

work he documented a Poverty Point period occupation at the Wills site (22Hi512).   
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Although there have been a number of CRM projects focused on the Pearl River drainage 

area during the subsequent decades, the only long term, research oriented project to date focused 

on the Mississippian period settlement surrounding the Pevey site (22Lw510), a relatively large 

mound center located on a terrace of the Pearl River in Lawrence County, Mississippi.  This 

research was conducted by faculty and students from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill and is reported by Livingood (2010) in the book derived from his dissertation.  In that work 

he reports on excavations in two Mississippian mound sites and a Mississippian hamlet as well 

as the discovery five more Mississippian hamlets.  This settlement focused on the terrace soils of 

the Pearl River floodplain.  Significantly, Livingood (2010) used the Phillips (1970) typology 

with relatively little modification in dealing with the ceramics from his project, indicating that 

there are substantial similarities between the lower Yazoo Basin where the material that Phillips 

dealt with was derived and the middle Pearl River ceramics.   

 European settlers began to move into North Mississippi in small numbers during the early 

17
th

 century.  This portion of the state was ceded by the Choctaw in 1820 and the state capital 

was moved to Jackson in 1822 (Sanders 1907a:950).  Jackson remained the focus of American 

settlement in the region for the following decades.  

Many of the cities of north Mississippi were founded during the 1840s.  Settlement was 

focused by two factors early on, large tracks of arable land and routes of transportation.  Early 

on, the major mode of transportation was by river boat so that there were early towns along the 

major rivers, the Tombigbee River in the east (Ward 2011) and the Yazoo, Tallahatchie, 

Sunflower, and Mississippi Rivers to the west (Owens 1990).  Overland travel was by means of 

traces which started out as native trails (Myer 1928) that were heavily used by early settlers.  The 

Natchez Trace is the best known example in Mississippi and opening this route for European 

travel was a primary concern of the territorial government of Mississippi.  The treaties of 

Chickasaw Bluffs with the Chickasaw and Fort Adams with the Choctaw, both in 1801, had as 

their primary objective, opening the route of the Natchez Trace through the Indian Territory that 

made up the northern two thirds of the state at that time.  An 1806 Congressional appropriation 

began the development of the road.  Congress provided addition funds in 1815 in recognition of 

the need to keep the Trace open and in repair as a military route (Rowland 1907:566-568).  The 

Natchez Trace is clearly marked on the 1821 GLO land map  which also shows the location of 

Brashear’s field an apparent Euro-American homestead (fig. 4).  There is little correspondence 

between roads on the 1908 USGS 15 minute Jackson quad and the route of the Trace (fig. 5).  

The Natchez Trace Parkway was established in 1938 and work was begun on the Trace.  By 

1963, the property in the vicinity of the survey area had been purchased and the roadway had 

been completed.  However, it had to be shifted to higher ground just to the northeast of the 

survey area to accommodate the flood pool of the newly established Ross Barnett Reservoir (fig. 

6).   

 One of the most significant battles of the early years of the Civil War was fought at 

Shiloh (Foote 1958:340-348) and, while this was located on the Tennessee River a few miles to 

the north of Corinth, Mississippi, repercussions of that major Confederate defeat were felt 

throughout the Midsouth.  Following that battle, Union forces captured major cities located in the 

North Central Hills.  Corinth and Holly Springs, for example, were important because they were 

located on major rail lines.  However, the occupation forces at most of these cities were 

relatively small, allowing Forrest’s raiders to range throughout the area, threatening Union 

supply lines during the remainder of the war (Foote 1963).  Likewise, there were, of course, 

battles for the major cities in the Yazoo Basin but a major focus of Union activities in this region 
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was an attempt to move Union gunboats from the Mississippi River via the Yazoo Pass into the 

upper Yazoo Basin in order to attack Vicksburg on its relatively unprotected northwestern flank 

(Foote 1963:201-206).  Vicksburg figured into the two Union occupations of Jackson.  The first 

occurred in May 1863 when Grant took Jackson with relatively little Confederate resistance, 

thereby controlling a major rail hub.  After a brief occupation, Grant continued the Union 

advance on Vicksburg leaving Sherman to burn the town and destroy the railroad (Foote 

1963:361-363).  The siege of Jackson followed the fall of Vicksburg in July of the same year.  

This time the Confederate forces let by Johnston had erected a series of trenches in order to 

defend the northern, western, and southern approaches to the city.  There followed a few days of 

Union bombardment after which Johnston engineered a night time retreat across the Pearl River 

to the east.  Jackson was burned for a second time (Foote 1963:619-621). 

 Reconstruction in north Mississippi followed patterns similar to those found throughout 

the South with the gradual rebound of the agricultural economy based on tenant farming and 

share cropping rather than slavery.  This period is not very well studied in terms of archaeology 

(Adams 1980; Orser 1988; Reinberger 2003; Wendt 2014).  Two of these studies focus on 

former plantations in North Mississippi (Adams 1980 and Wendt 2014). 

 Madison County was established in 1828 and named after President James Madison.  In 

included a portion of Yazoo County located to the east of the Big Black River (Rowland 

1907a:159).  The principal town is and was Canton, the county seat.  It, along with Madison 

Station and Ridgeland were located on the Illinois Central line just north of Jackson.  At 

beginning of the 20
th

 century Madison Station and Ridgeland had populations of little more than 

300.  The county was known as a center for the production peaches, strawberries and vegetables 

at that time. 

Fieldwork 

 The proposed boardwalk begins at the west end of a paved walkway that provides access 

to a section of the sunken road associated with the Natchez Trace and connects to a side walk 

leading to the Craft Center.  Although the old trace is clearly evident to the east of the 

boardwalk, there is little topographic indication of it in the survey area.  The entire length of the 

survey area is grown up in hardwoods with a few pines (fig. 7).  Prior to the shovel testing, 

survey personnel from Headwaters Inc. used a GPS unit with sub-meter accuracy to record and 

flag shovel test location at 20m intervals along the survey route (fig. 8).  Shovel tests were dug at 

these locations following NPS guidelines (Table 3).  No artifacts were found.  

 

Recommendations 

 Nothing was found in the shovel tests.  Therefore I recommend that the surveyed area be 

considered cleared of significant cultural resources. 
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Table 1  Previous cultural resources surveys conducted within one mile of the survey area. 

MDAH Report Title Author 

89-108 CRS of Old Canton Road Bridge Scott, S., Scott & 

Associates 

97-137 Section 106 clearance of the Ridgeland Multi-Use Trail, 

Natchez Trace Parkway 

Brewer, D., NPS 

99-040 CRS of Craft Center in Madison (5 acres) Lauro, J. 

01-270 CRS of Proposed 25 Acre Tract of Land Lauro, J. 

02-275 CRS of Craft Center in Madison (5 acres) Brookes, S. 

10-0756 City of Ridgeland request to install water fountains 

along existing multi-use path (1 acre) 

Williams, D.  

14-0433 Phase I CRS of proposed MS Craft Center parking 

improvements, (1 acre) 

Lauro, J. 

 

 

Table 2  Previously recorded cultural resources located within one mile of the survey area. 

ASMIS # MDAH # Eligibilty Description 

NATR00096 Md504 Ineligible Possible Woodland mound, completely destroyed 

NATR00578 Md602 Unknown Late Archaic, Woodland, Mississippian 

NATR00579 Md603 Unknown Late Archaic, Woodland, Historic 

NATR00580 Md604 Unknown Late Archaic, Woodland  

NATR00581 Md605 Unknown Woodland? 

NATR00636 Md510 Unknown Unknown aboriginal, midden 

No number Md768 Eligible Paleo Indian, Middle and Late Woodland, Mississippian 
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Table 3  Descriptions and GPS locations of shovel test, NAD 83. 

STP Easting Northing Depth (cm) Zone Description 

1 773698 3591164 0-19 7.5YR 6/1 silt loam, poorly developed humus 

   

19-49 7.5YR 7/4 silty clay loam, subsoil 

   

49-54 7.5YR 7/4 with 7.5YR 7/2 mottling, clay loam 

2 773714 3591178 0-10 7.5YR 5/2 silt loam, poorly developed humus 

   

10-42 7.5YR 5/2 with 7.5YR 7/2 mottling, silt loam 

   

42-52 7.5YR 8/4 silt loam, abrupt horizontal boundary 

3 773722 3591192 0-10 7.5YR 5/4 silty loam, humus 

   

10-29 7.5YR 5/3 silty loam 

   

29-51 7.5YR 2/2 with 7.5YR 7/6 mottling, silty clay loam  
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Figure 1  Survey area, Secs. 27, 28, T7N, R2E, 1998, 7.5 minute Madison quad. 



 

 

 

10 

 
Figure 2  Previous cultural resources surveys located within one mile of the survey area. 
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Figure 3  Previously recorded archaeological sites located within one mile of the survey area. 
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Figure 4  Survey area, 1821 GLO map showing Natchez Trace and Brashear’s fields. 
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Figure 5  Survey area, 1908, 15 minute Jackson quad. 
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Figure 6  Survey area, 1963, 7.5 minute Madison quad. 
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Figure 7  Survey area, view to the southwest. 
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Figure 8  Survey area, black dots showing GPS locations of shovel tests. 
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