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Schematic DesignThe Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone

Overlooks and Trails

UNCLE TOM’S STAIRCASE

New Railing Detail at Base 
of Uncle Tom’s Staircase

Railing and Seating at the 
Top of Uncle Tom’s Staircase

On-going Tread 
Replacement

Stamped Concrete
Landings and 
Concrete Steps 
in Good Condition

Natural Boulder Edge 
Detail to Stabilize 

Asphalt Trail
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Overlooks and Trails

UNCLE TOM’S STAIRS

Typical stringer welded splice detail Damaged / bent stair treads

Paint system deterioration and corrosion on 

stringers

Paint system deterioration and corrosion on 

stringers

Paint system deterioration and corrosion on 

stringers

Typical stringer welded splice detail Damaged stair tread support

Railing weld cracking at piers 18 and 27

Railing weld cracking at piers 18 and 27

Missing intermediate railing near peir 18

iers 18 and 27

18 d 27rs 18 and 27

i i 8ing near peir 18

STRINGERS TREADS AND TREAD SUPPORTS RAILINGS
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Overlooks and Trails Concepts

UNCLE TOM’S STAIRS

Exposed bolt at pier 12

Typical crossbeam 

welds to post

Weathered rock at 

numerous piers

Typical crossbeam cantilever span

ExpExp

Ty iTypi

TTypical 

Rusting / 

paint system 

deterioration 

on numerous 

crossbeams

Foundation  

bearing on 

steep slope at 

numerous piers

Exposed footing 

at viewing 

platform

Typical rock 

anchor

Foundation exposed to 

fl owing water at pier 18

Debris accumulation 

against post at pier 19 and 

other locations

Post without concrete infi ll 

at piers 22 and 33

ti /sting / 
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CROSS BEAMS ROCK ANCHORS POSTS / FOUNDATIONS
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Schematic DesignThe Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone
Overlooks and Trails

BRINK OF THE UPPER FALLS

Entry Drive Roadway
Widening and Realignment

Crystal Falls
Accessible Trail
Connection

Trail Improvements to meet
Accessible Requirements

Improved Accessible
Overlook

Historic Carriage
Road to South Rim Trail

New Accessible Outlook
with Asphalt Paving

Crystal Falls
Overlook
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The Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone

Overlooks and Trails

BRINK OF THE UPPER FALLS
Schematic Design

Entry Drive 
Realignment and 
Widening

Crystal Falls Trail 
Orientation Area

Parking Layout Adjustments 
to Increase Parking Standard 

Capacity and Large Vehicle 
Stalls

New Asphalt Paving 
and Concrete Curbs

Arrival and Orientation for 
Crystal Falls and Brink of 
the Upper Falls

Trail Improvements for 
Circulation to 
Accessible Viewing

Sidewalk 
Improvements
to Crystal Falls 
Connection

Pedestrian 
Connection to 

Crystal Falls 
Trail

New Asphalt Trail

New Asphalt 
Surfacing 

Rebuilt 
Viewpoint 
for Accessibility

N

V

View from Carriage 
Road Bridge

Retain Historic Stepsepsss

Modify Carriage 
and Parking Lot to 
Establish Orientation 
Areas

Horizontal and Vertical 
Realignment to Create Accessible 
Connection to Overlooks

New Accessible Overlook
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The Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone

Overlooks and Trails

Schematic Design

BRINK OF THE UPPER FALLS

Existing Brink of the Upper Falls 
Overlook

Identifying Historic Boulder Locations within the Overlook Barrier

Matching Historic Boulder Locations within 
the Existing Wall Assembly

Visualization of the proposed edge 
barrier wall assembly and new railing

Existing Upper 
Brink Overlook

Existing Slope

New Accessible 
Overlook

Boulder Retaining
Wall

r 
k

7771.6

7766.0

7641.0

g

Existing 
Historic
Stone Stairs
to Remain

Visualization of the Brink of the Upper Falls 
Overlooks from sunset overlook




