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July 15, 2015

For Immediate Release

Judy Geniac, Superintendent 

Minidoka National Historic Site Now Accepting Comments on Development of Visitor and Administrative Facilities

Superintendent Judy Geniac has announced the continuing development of visitor and administrative facilities at Minidoka National Historic Site.  Since last fall, the park has been planning for rehabilitation of the historic Herrmann House as a new administrative facility and for rehabilitation of the camp’s remaining warehouse as a visitor contact station.  Upon completion, the proposed visitor contact station would help to improve visitor appreciation and understanding of the WWII incarceration of innocent U.S. citizens. The facilities would also provide shelter and permanent restrooms.  The Farm-in-a-Day (Herrmann) House would provide for National Park Service offices.  It would also serve as a place for visitors to obtain information pending completion of the visitor contact station. Both projects are called for in the 2006 General Management Plan.

"We want feedback on the proposed ideas to improve the employee and visitor experience at the site.  We look forward to public input, as this is an important step in the environmental impact analysis process," said Superintendent Geniac.

Information regarding this project is available on the NPS website at www.nps.gov/miin. Those wishing to provide comments should submit them in writing.  Public comments will be accepted through July 31, 2015 through any of the following means:
Standard Mail:  P.O. Box 570, Hagerman, Idaho 83332 
Email:  miin_public_comments@nps.gov
[bookmark: _GoBack]Website: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/miin, under PEPC project number 57644/57645.  

Public comments, including the names and addresses of those who comment during the public review period are available upon request.  Should you not want your name and contact information released, you must specify this in your comments.

Another opportunity for public comments will be available this fall when the Environmental Assessment is released.  The Environmental Assessment will analyze project alternatives and impacts derived from the comments provided.  

Please contact the park if you wish to be added to the mailing list for more information about the park and this project.  Questions can be directed to JoAnn Blalack, Chief of Integrated Resources at (208) 933-4115 or Superintendent Geniac at (208) 933-4110.

[bookmark: _Toc423948808]
Preliminary Purpose and Need

Purpose
Proposed rehabilitation would implement the General Management Plan (GMP) direction and improve visitor understanding of the significance of the internment experience during World War II, the relevance today of the loss of civil liberties, and their role in preservation, protection, and stewardship. Rehabilitation would also address documented human health and safety issues and improve visitor satisfaction.

· Implement GMP recommendations to create a visitor contact station that provides information and shelter for those visiting the park.
· Improve onsite visitor orientation, visitor experience and interpretation, including a better understanding of what comprised the historic landscape, including the complex issues and history surrounding the internment of Japanese-American citizens during World War II.
· Provide onsite restrooms (with year-round access).
· Provide for key administrative functions onsite, such as site security and NPS presence.
· Address documented human health and safety issues, including rehabilitation of the historic structure, modification of extant site facilities, such as warehouse pads, site housekeeping, and shelter.
· Rehabilitate historic landscape features, including the warehouse building proposed to house the visitor contact station.
· Integrate the visitor contact station with historic and current onsite circulation patterns, including the recently developed trail system.
· Improve accessibility for visitors and employees.
· Provide onsite security and fire protection for historic structures.
· Improve efficiency of onsite management, including staff, vehicles and energy use.
· Use former locations of structures to minimize intrusion of new elements in the cultural landscape.

Need
The General Management Plan, approved in 2006, calls for opening the historic 1942 original warehouse as a visitor contact station.
The interiors of historic buildings will be adaptively rehabilitated in the park development zone for visitor contact and orientation as well as education and interpretation. Restroom facilities will be provided to accommodate year-round visitation. The warehouse building will be restored as feasible. The NPS will incorporate the principles of sustainable and universal design into all facilities and operations (NPS 2006: 79).
This is also supported by the park’s enabling legislation (NPS 2006: 212-213).

Providing a visitor contact station at Minidoka would rehabilitate and improve preservation of one of the most historically important structures at the site. The extant warehouse is the only one of its kind in War Relocation Centers in the national park system. 

Establishing a visitor contact station would enable the National Park Service to have a safe facility within which to provide visitor orientation and education, administrative functions associated with a visitor contact station and interpretive exhibits.

Administration space for park staff is critically needed. There are currently no buildings that can safely provide shelter for park staff. As a result, interpretive rangers and maintenance personnel use their vehicles as a type of office when at the site, which necessarily limits the amount and type of work that can be accomplished when onsite.

The Herrmann House and Warehouse #5 are in poor condition and are continuing to deteriorate from lack of use.

Because of the distance from the current Hagerman Fossil Beds/Minidoka combined headquarters and the lack of employee and visitor facilities, onsite NPS presence is limited to occasional special events and interpretive programming, as well as by maintenance needs.

There is minimal onsite interpretation. Special interpretive programming includes the annual pilgrimage in summer, and by request, guided walking tours. At other times use of the site is generally limited to visitors exploring the recently constructed self-guided trail or wandering within the site.  A wide range of wayside exhibits tell the story.
 
Except for returning former incarcerees, few visitors are able to grasp the significance of Minidoka and the events which occurred here without the orientation information and interpretation the visitor contact station would provide. The proposed facility would be used to help visitors understand the magnitude of the remainder of the site during the historic period. (The park manages approximately 300 of the original 34, 063 acres.)

Portable toilets, which are incompatible with the historic landscape, currently provide the only onsite restrooms.
Preliminary Alternatives

Alternative 1: Continue Current Management
Under Alternative 1, existing conditions at the Herrmann House and Warehouse #5 would continue. The buildings would not be rehabilitated and there would continue to be minimal directional signage leading visitors to Minidoka National Historic Site from Interstate 84 and State Route 25.  Three nonhistoric buildings near Warehouse #5 would remain.

Warehouse #5: Approximately one-third (2,300 square feet) of Warehouse #5 (which served as part of an auto or tire repair shop) remains.  The building is currently a shell structure with no heat or lighting and is used for storage. 

Herrmann House: The historic Herrmann House (constructed in 1952) is in poor condition. The 1,042 square foot residence is no longer occupied due to health risks presented by a rodent infestation, mold, failing wastewater piping, plumbing fixtures, and the life safety issues presented by improper wiring, aged equipment, lack of a fire suppression system, smoke detection system, and an operational heating/cooling system (FFA 2014).Under Alternative 1, the building would remain in its existing condition and would continue to be unoccupied.  As a result, it is likely that the building would continue to deteriorate.

Alternative 2: Adaptively Re-use and Rehabilitate Warehouse #5 for Visitor Contact Station (construct partial addition and separate restrooms) and Rehabilitate Herrmann House for Administrative Use (Preferred)
Warehouse #5: Under Alternative 2 a new visitor contact station would be constructed using five bays of the former warehouse (three original and two reconstructed). Three existing bays would become the exhibit and education space, minimizing contemporary changes. One bay would be added to serve as the visitor contact station, allowing for contemporary amenities. Two bays would be used as a pass through area (breezeway). Although there would be no roof, continuous beams and side framing, along with reconstructed pillars in the breezeway would convey the total mass of the warehouse structure. Another bay would be added to the end to create the comfort station. This would be a separate structure with walls in the same line as the visitor contact station. This would result in two separate structures on the same warehouse pad separated by the unenclosed (no roof, no walls) breezeway. 

Three nonhistoric buildings near the warehouse would also be removed.

Herrmann House: This alternative would also include rehabilitation of the Herrmann House to serve administrative functions, including employee offices.  Part of the building (the living room) would also be rehabilitated as a temporary exhibit depicting the Farm-In-A-Day story and used as a temporary visitor contact station until the rehabilitation of Warehouse #5 occurred.  Then, the living room would be converted to office and work space.

Circulation: Exterior circulation for the proposed visitor contact station would be accommodated through a designated vehicle and bus drop-off area, standard, accessible and bus/large vehicle parking, and walkways toward the building that also connect with the existing trail circulation system at the site. The parking area would accommodate approximately 15 visitor parking spaces, two accessible parking spaces (including one for a van), two staff parking spaces and three bus/large recreational vehicle spaces. The parking area would be landscaped with non-irrigated areas comprised of native grasses and shrubs.

Alternative 3: Adaptively Reuse and Rehabilitate Warehouse #5 (construct full addition) and Rehabilitate Herrmann House for Administrative Use

Warehouse #5: Modifications to the warehouse in Alternative 3 would be the same as Alternative 2 except that in addition to enclosing the restrooms and existing structure bays, the central two bays that comprise the breezeway in Alternative 2 would also be enclosed with a roof and columns that replicate the bay supports. Although no walls would be constructed initially, removable or transparent glass or similar walls could be added later. Compared to Alternative 2, this alternative would more fully replicate the mass and form of the original warehouse, as called for by the GMP. 

The breezeway would provide an interior, flexible multipurpose space and the new roof sections enclosing the four nonhistoric bays would be used to support photovoltaic solar panels. The most likely use of this area would be to conduct educational programs so that participants could be out of the elements (wind and rain). 

As in Alternative 2, the three nonhistoric buildings near the warehouse would also be removed.

Herrmann House: Modifications to the Herrmann House would be the same as in Alternative 2.

Circulation: For the proposed visitor contact station, instead of using the current circulation pattern of entering the site via the existing alignment of Hunt Road and traveling directly to the warehouse area, the entrance road called for in the GMP using the historic alignment of Hunt Road would be constructed. 

This road would begin near the Japanese garden across Hunt Road from the reconstructed guard tower and would continue through the site on the former (historic) alignment of Hunt Road.  Although this historic alignment of Hunt Road currently exists, it has not been used as a public roadway for many years. As a result, new road base and surfacing would need to be added. The road would also add traffic adjacent to the newly constructed trail before veering off near the Herrmann House/Fire Station and then ascending the hill up to Warehouse #5 (new visitor contact station). 

The configuration of the new parking area near the warehouse would also be slightly different compared to Alternative 2. 
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