January 8, 2015
Arches and Canyonlands National Parks

Proposed Fee Increase
Questions and Answers

1) Why are the parks proposing to increase entrance fees?
Proposed fee increases at Arches and Canyonlands are part of a broader National Park Service procedure to periodically examine fee rates in parks across the country. The parks are now authorized to change their recreation fee rates to align with the new rate schedule, after they have actively engaged the public and stakeholders about proposed changes and impacts.  The decision to adjust fees will be made locally, with input from local communities, to ensure that the fee increases are implemented in a way that works best for the parks and our visitors. Fees may be incrementally increased to cap at the proposed fees listed. Based on feedback received through civic engagement, the parks will develop an implementation strategy that meets the needs and expectations of the community.
Entrance fees at Arches and Canyonlands have remained the same since 1996 while operational costs have increased over time. The parks were authorized to raise fees in 2006; however a moratorium on fee increases was imposed until now and both parks are two fee increases behind other parks. 

Visitation to Arches has increased 43% in the last 10 years to over 1.2 million visitors annually escalating facility maintenance and visitor service needs.  Visitation to Canyonlands has increased 20% in the last 10 years with annual visitation now over 400,000.  Additional revenue will be used to provide both essential and enhanced visitor services including capital improvements and maintenance to visitor facilities such as restrooms, exhibits and trails, as well as enhanced education programs.  

	Type of Entrance Fee
	Current Fee
	Proposed Fee

	Private Vehicle
	$10/vehicle
	$25/vehicle

	Individual 
(including entry by foot or bicycle)
	$5/individual
	$10/individual

	Motorcycle
	$5/ person
	$20/ motorcycle

	SEUG Annual 
	$25
	$50



2) I pay taxes, why do I still have to pay an entrance fee?
National park lands are major financial investments. Although Congress expected general revenues to remain a major source of national park funding, it clearly considered recreation fees an important supplemental revenue source for the parks when it authorized parks to charge recreation fees through the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965. Park lands require and continue to need development for visitor access and accommodation, interpretation of park resources, and maintenance of facilities along with other improvements. The National Park Service’s Management Policies 2006, section 8.2.6.1, states Visitors who use federal facilities and services for recreation may be required to pay a greater share of the cost of providing those opportunities than the population as a whole.

3) Why is Arches National Park proposing to implement a reduced fee rate?
In order to encourage visitors to enter the park during less crowded times Arches National Park is proposing a trial, reduced (off-peak) entrance fee for private vehicles to spread visitation to the times of day or times of the season when visitation is low. Typical season and times when visitation is highest is during the months of May through September between the hours of 9am through 3pm. The proposed reduced fee rate for private vehicles is in the table below:


	Type of Entrance Fee (Arches Only)
	Current Fee
	Proposed Fee
	Reduced (Off-Peak) Fee


	Private Vehicle
	$10/vehicle
	$25/vehicle
	$10/vehicle

	Motorcycle
	$5/person
	$20/motorcycle
	$10/motorcycle



4) Why are camping fees proposed for an increase? 
Camping fees were last increased in 1996. We are proposing the increase of camping fees to meet the rising costs of operations, to address deferred maintenance and to initiate needed capital improvements; all of which will provide a safer and more enjoyable visitor experience.  Additionally, a recent comparability survey of campgrounds from the surrounding area found that Arches and Canyonlands National Parks charged significantly less than these other campgrounds, creating an unequitable situation for local businesses. Raising camping fees to the proposed rates will still offer an inexpensive camping option on a more competitive basis, and allow the parks to properly manage, maintain and improve the campgrounds for years to come. Group camp fees are also proposed to be changed from a per person fee ($3 per person) to a tiered/flat rate fee. Below is the proposed fee structure per campground and group site.

	Campground
	Current Nightly Fee
	Proposed Nightly Fee

	Devils Garden (Arches) – Standard
	$20/night
	$25/night

	Juniper (Arches) - Group 
(maximum 55 campers)

	$33 flat + $3/person
	11-22 campers = $100
23-33 campers = $150
34-44 campers = $200
45-55 campers = $250

	Canyon Wren (Arches) -  Group
(maximum 35 campers)

	$33 flat + $3/person
	11-16 campers = $75
17-22 campers = $100
23-28 campers = $125
29-35 campers = $160

	Willow Flat (Canyonlands) – Standard
Island in the Sky District
	$10/night
	$15/night

	Squaw Flat (Canyonlands) – Standard
Needles District
	$15/night
	$20/night

	Squaw Flat (Canyonlands) – Group
Needles District
(maximum 50 campers)
	$30 reservation fee + $3/person
	11-20 campers = $90
21-30 campers = $135
31-40 campers = $180
41-50 campers = $225

	Wooden Shoe (Canyonlands) – Group
Needles District
(maximum 25 campers)
	$30 reservation fee + $3/person
	11-15 campers = $70
16-20 campers = $90
21-25 campers = $115

	Split Top (Canyonlands) – Group
Needles District
(maximum 15 campers)
	$30 reserve fee + $3/person
	11-15 campers = $70



5) Why is the group campsite fee now a tiered/flat fee rate?
According to the National Park Service’s guidance on recreation fee collection (Reference Manual-22) if a park is planning on changing fees in a facility with fee rates set on a per person basis, it must change to a flat per site per night rate. Per person rates for group facilities are difficult to manage when member of the group have senior or access discounts. In addition, the NPS receives a growing number of visitor complaints regarding parks that charge other than a flat rate. The proposed tiered/flat rate comes out to an average $4.50-$6 per person which is comparable to nearby campgrounds on federal lands.
6) Is there a local’s pass available?
The Southeast Utah Group (SEUG) annual pass allows the pass holder and those traveling with him/her in a single, private, non-commercial vehicle entrance to four local national parks: Arches and Canyonlands National Parks and Hovenweep and Natural Bridges National Monuments.  

7) What is the percentage of visitors who pay the 7 day entrance fee verses pass holders (America the Beautiful National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Senior, Access or Military Passes)?
According to 2010-2014 entrance fee data approximately 30% of visitors paid for a 7 day entrance pass and approximately 65% were pass holders. The remainder 5% is re-entry plus fee waivers, non-recreation visits (government and media visits) and visitors entering the booth when it is closed.

8) Are all National Parks proposing to increase their fees?
Only 131 out of 401 national parks are authorized to collect fees. All authorized parks are examining potential fee changes. Parks may not increase their fees without approval by the National Park Service Director, after first conducting careful analysis, proposing changes through a public engagement process and evaluating public comments. Comments and suggestions you provide at this time will be evaluated per this process.  

9) If approved, when would these fees to go into effect?
At this time Arches and Canyonlands are proposing that all fee changes would go into effect as early as the summer of 2015 and no later than January 1, 2017, depending on public comments and operational requirements for implementing any change. 

10) What projects do my fees go to?
Both Arches and Canyonlands are 80% parks which means that 80% of fees collected at each park goes back into the park to fund projects for visitor enhancement. Examples of projects recently completed at Arches which were made possible by fee money include repair of three and one-half miles of front country trails and the addition of vault toilets at Devils Garden trailhead. Parking at the popular Wolfe Ranch/Delicate Arch trailhead will be expanded this summer using fee funds.  And, additional revenue raised by this fee increase would be used to create picnic facilities at overlooks and construct a bike path to connect the existing Moab Canyon bike path to Arches Visitor Center.
Projects completed at Canyonlands using fee revenues include replacement of the photovoltaic system at the Hans Flat ranger station and enhancement of backcountry river campsites, including the reduction of fire risk around them, by removal of exotic invasive tamarisk. Increased revenue would fund new exhibits at the Island in the Sky Visitor Center, rehabilitate the Gooseberry Trail, and repair road shoulders along the Needles main road.

Parks that do not collect any fees receive the remainder of the 20% of fees to fund needed visitor related projects in their parks.

The public comment period is open until February 13, 2015.  You may submit comments on-line at:  
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/arch_fee_increase
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/cany_fee_increase
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Written comments may also be submitted in the space below.  Please drop comments off at the park’s Visitor Center’s or Entrance Station locations or Headquarters building in Moab at 2282 S.W. Resource Blvd.  Or mail to:  Superintendent, Att: Fee Increase, National Park Service, 2282 S.W. Resource Blvd, Moab UT.

PROPOSED FEE INCREASE COMMENT:






























