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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service  

Special Use Permit
Name of Use   LAND USE                                                                   Date Permit Reviewed 11/06/14
                                                                                                                                          Reviewed 11/12/14             
                                                                                                                                          Reviewed 

                                                                                                                                          Expires     12/31/15

   
Long Term                                                           Permit # NER VAFO EVN  9500 3479
                                                                                                                                          Region    Park        Type       No. #

Short Term  XX__    




VALLEY FORGE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK         
C.J. Marchesani


26 Wentworth Lane


610-329-3674 cell
Valley Forge Signal Seekers

Rosemont, PA  19010



C.j.marchesani@verizon.net



                                                                of _______________________________________________________                                                                                           
             Name or Permittee                                                       Address                                    Phone

is hereby authorized during the period from: 
January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015
to use the following described land in the above named area: 

the grassy field area off Route #252 (Valley Creek Road) as designated on the attached map for the purpose of model airplane, glider and helicopter operation as outlined on the following attachments.  The operational boundary is defined by Route 252 / Valley Creek Road to the East and Northeast, the Knox Quarters parking lot to the North, the tree line to the West and the established flight line to the South, delineated by the bulletin board and as indicated on the attached field management guide map.  
For the purpose(s) of:  Valley Forge Signal Seekers Field Use Permit 
Authorizing legislation or other authority (RE - DO-53): 36 CFR 1.6 &2.50-2.51, 16 USC 1A-1

NEPA Compliance:  CATEGORICALLY EXCLUDED XX_    EA/FONSI        EIS         OTHER APPROVED PLANS        
PERFORMANCE BOND:  Required              Not Required    XX      Amount  $                         
LIABILITY INSURANCE:  Required   XX       Not Required    ___      Amount  $1,000,000 per incident and $3,000,000 in the aggregate.  
ISSUANCE of this permit is subject to the conditions on the reverse hereof and appended pages and when appropriate to the payment to the U.S. Dept. of the Interior, National Park Service of the sum of $75.00 PDCK.
The undersigned hereby accepts this permit subject to the terms, covenants, obligations, and reservations, expressed or implied herein.

PERMITTEE _______________________________________________________________________________________ 





  Signature                                                                                     Date
Authorizing Official                                                          , ________________________________________________  
                                                        Signature                                                          Superintendent                                       Date 

CONDITIONS OF THIS PERMIT

1. The permittee is prohibited from giving false information; to do so will be considered a breach of conditions and be grounds for revocation [Re: 36 CFR 2.32(a)(3)].

2. The permittee shall exercise this privilege subject to the supervision of the Superintendent, and shall comply with all applicable Federal, State, county and municipal laws, ordinances, regulations, codes and the terms and conditions of this permit.  Failure to do so may result in the immediate suspension of the permitted activity or the termination of the permit.

3. If any provision of this permit shall be found to be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of this permit shall not be affected and the other provisions of this permit shall be valid and be enforced to the fullest extent permitted by law.

4. The Permittee is responsible for making all necessary contacts and arrangements with other Federal, State, and local agencies to secure required inspections, permits, licenses, etc.

5. Failure to comply with any of the terms and conditions of this permit may result in the suspension or revocation of the permit.  Permittee will reimburse NPS for cleanup or repair of damages required to be made by NPS staff or contractor in conjunction with a terminated permit.

6. This permit may be revoked at the discretion of the Superintendent upon 24 hours notice, or without notice if damage to resources or facilities occurs or is threatened, notwithstanding any other term or condition of the permit to the contrary.

7. This permit is made upon the express condition that the United States, its agents and employees shall be free from all liabilities and claims for damages and/or suits for or by reason of any injury, injuries, or death to any person or persons or property of any kind whatsoever, to the extent caused by Permittee (a) while in or upon said premises during the term of this permit or (b) during any occupancy or use of said premises or any activity carried on by the Permittee in connection with the permit.  The Permittee hereby covenants and agrees to indemnify, defend, save and hold harmless the United States, its agents and employees from all liabilities, charges, expenses and costs on account of or by reason of any such injuries, deaths, liabilities, claims, suits or losses to the extent caused by Permittee or damages growing out of the same.

8. Permittee agrees to carry general liability insurance against claims occasioned by the action or omissions of the Permittee, its agents and employees in carrying out the activities and operations authorized by this permit.  The policy shall be in the amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence / $3,000,000 aggregate and underwritten by a United States company naming the United States of America as additionally insured.  The Permittee agrees to provide the Superintendent with a Certificate of Insurance with the proper endorsements prior to the effective date of the permit.

a.  Permittees are prohibited from commencing permitted activities, or set up of permitted activities, until the required proof of insurance has been submitted to and acknowledged by the NPS.  This permit may be delayed or suspended for failure to provide satisfactory proof of insurance to the NPS.

b. All insurance policies shall provide that such policies shall not be cancelled, terminated or altered without thirty days prior written notice to the NPS.  The party authorized under this permit shall renew such policies before the expiration of the term of the policy.

c. The party authorized under this permit assumes full risk and responsibility for any inadequacy of insurance coverage or any failure of insurers.  No approval by the NPS of any insurer, or the terms or conditions of any policy, or any coverage or amount of insurance, or any deductible amount shall be construed as a representation by the NPS of the solvency of the insurer or the sufficiency of any policy or any coverage or amount of insurance or deductible.

d. The party or any agent of the party authorized under this permit shall not do anything, or permit anything to be done, in or about the premises or on adjacent or nearby property that would invalidate or be in conflict with the provisions of any insurance policy covering the premises or result in a refusal by insurance companies of good standing to insure the premises in the amounts required under this section.

9. Costs incurred by the park as a result of accepting and processing the application and managing and monitoring the permitted activity will be reimbursed by the Permittee.  If any additional costs are incurred by the park, the Permittee will be billed at the conclusion of the permit.  

10. The person named on the permit as in charge of the permitted activity on-site must have full authority to make any decisions about the activity.  He/she shall be responsible for all individuals, groups, vendors, etc. involved with the permit.

11. The Permittee represents and it is a condition of acceptance of this permit that, pursuant to 41 U.S.C. 22, “No Member of Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of any contract or agreement made, entered into, or accepted by or on behalf of the United States, or to any benefit to arise thereupon.”

12. This permit may not be transferred or assigned without the prior written consent of the Superintendent.

13. Damages - The permittee shall pay the United States of America for any damage resulting from this use which would not reasonably be inherent in the use which the permittee is authorized to make of the land described in this permit.  Any damage to park grounds may result in a bill of collection to the permittee to cover costs incurred by the park to repair the damage.

14. All parking areas, trails and roadways must remain unobstructed.  Field use must allow for the reasonable use of these PRIVATE areas by pedestrians, vehicles and other park visitors.

15. No fee collections or donations may be solicited or accepted, and the selling of pamphlets, flying equipment or any similar material, is prohibited within the boundary of Valley Forge National Historical Park.  No monies (in any form ie: checks, credit cards or cash) are to be collected or exchanged within the boundary of Valley Forge National Historical Park.  Vendors are not permitted under this agreement.  All membership dues and equipment sales must be conducted outside of the park boundary.  No money may be collected or exchanged within the boundary of Valley Forge NHP.  Nothing may be bought or sold at the field.

16. All promotional and informational material related to any event being held within the park must be reviewed by the Superintendent prior to its release.  The Signal Seekers may advertise Fun Fly events with the restriction that any advertisement or promotional material may not imply endorsement by the National Park Service.  Use of the National Park Service arrowhead is prohibited.
17. Good order and proper decorum shall be maintained by those persons conducting and participating in the activities permitted above.  Neither will public safety and general welfare be endangered by those persons conducting and participating in these permitted activities.  If there are any concerns with members or guests flying at the field acting or operating in an unsafe way park Law Enforcement rangers should be contacted to respond to the field.   Park Law Enforcement staff may deny flying privileges to members or visitors at the field that they determine are operating or acting in an unsafe way.  Law Enforcement staff can be contacted / dispatched by calling Montgomery County dispatch at 610-275-1222.
18. No fireworks of any kind will be lit or shot off while using park property.

19. This permit is issued only for the use of the area designated and does not include permission for activities elsewhere in the park, outside the park or on private property within the park boundary.

20. This permit does not give exclusive use of the designated area and facilities, all areas must remain open to the public at all times.   Visitors not associated with the permitted activity are allowed access to any public area of the park.  Flying of model planes and the issuance of guest day passes for flying are restricted to those times when a Signal Seekers member is present at the field.
21. The area shall be left in the same condition as prior to daily use and as it is prior to any event.  All litter, trash and equipment will be removed from park property by the permittee daily.  Trash must be disposed of properly and not left on the ground.  Failure to do so may result in a bill of collection to the permittee to cover costs incurred by the park to clean the site.  ALL TRASH AND TRASH BAGS MUST BE REMOVED FROM PARK PROPERTY DAILY.
22. All sound amplification equipment shall be limited so that it will not be audible to park visitors outside the immediate area of the field.
23. If commercial television or photo coverage other than bonafide press coverage is to be part of the program, a Valley Forge National Historical Park filming permit is required.

24. The release of helium balloons or lanterns is prohibited. 
25. No structure of any kind may be erected without prior approval of the park superintendent. Examples would include tents or a stage.   Field users are permitted by the superintendent to erect temporary shade canopies, not to exceed 10x12 in size, at the field to be set up and removed daily.
26. No alcoholic beverages are permitted within the boundary of Valley Forge National Historical Park.  Operators may not operate unmanned aircraft while under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
27.  Grills must be kept on gravel areas within the parking area and at a safe distance from tall grasses.  Fire extinguishers or a sufficient water source must be kept nearby while grills are in use.

28.  The Signal Seekers are permitted to place PVC pipe sections in the ground at the end of each established “runway” for shade umbrellas.  Field users are permitted to set up canopies (not to exceed 10x12 in size) at the field for shade.  These canopies must be temporary, put up at the beginning of the day and removed before the last member leaves the field each evening.  The canopies may not be staked into the ground but should be self supporting or tied to water jugs or other weighted items for stabilization.  
29.  The club maintains a flag for use at the airplane field and may fly this flag when flying at the field.

30.  Signal Seekers members are authorized to mow “runway” path areas through the meadow grasses within the designated use boundary identified above.  This service may be contracted out by the members of the Signal Seekers with the provision that the members will direct any service providers as to the restrictions and limitations designated in the permit.  The Signal Seekers assume all responsibility and liability for mowing equipment operators acting on their behalf.  

31.   During Fun Fly events in June and September a sandwich board sign (that sits on the ground self supported and is not staked) may be used at the entrance to the parking area to designate the location for these events.   No additional signs announcing the club presence, advertising for any product or service, or directions to the flying site may be posted within the boundary of Valley Forge National Historical Park.  Specifically prohibited are roadside signs, posters on park structures or trees (including restrooms and bulletin boards outside the boundary of the field) and anything attached to any sign within the park.
32.  Parking is permitted in the gravel parking lot and the grass immediately adjacent to it.  All other vehicles will be parked in the Knox Lot off of State Route 252.  There will be no parking along Valley Creek Road (State Route 252) or in the grass in any other area than what is specifically permitted above. Field users are permitted to park on the grass along the gravel drive at the model airplane field only when the ground is dry and hard so vehicles do not cause any rutting.  In the event the ground is wet or not hard enough to prevent rutting, permittee will ensure parking for this event is in ancillary lots outside the park boundary.  

33. Portable toilets must be pumped before they are removed or must be self-sealing to avoid contamination of park land.

34. The use of herbicides, pesticides or any type of weed killer is prohibited on grasses or land within the park boundary.

35.  Member only events do not require an additional permit, however activities must be restricted to normal flying and field operation as defined in this permit.

36.   Permission to fly over State Route 252 is denied.  
Operators must avoid flying directly over people, vessels, vehicles or structures and must avoid endangering the life and property of others.
37.  Unmanned aircraft will not be flown in a reckless manner or outside the designated area.
38.  The club is authorized to use the park bulletin board located at the site.  The park will be provided with copies of any regulations posted within the bulletin board.   A copy of the map that is park of this permit must be posted, with limitations to the flying area clearly marked. 

39.  Members are authorized to use winch equipment with gliders and to maintain mowed “runways” and helipad landing spaces within the established boundary.  

40.  Temporary signs may be placed at the field when the club is flying that include a safety message (for example “low flying aircraft”) to caution visitors in the area.  These signs will be removed daily.  Alternatively members may use spotters to watch the environment around the flight area and to advise flyers and other visitors of hazards.
41. The Signal Seekers are not permitted to store grills, mowing equipment, gasoline or other event equipment within the park boundary.  The only authorized storage areas are the two drums currently in place at the field.   No liquids (flammable or otherwise) may be stored in these drums. No additional storage containers are authorized.  The signal seekers must make arrangements for equipment to be brought in and removed prior to and immediately following use.
42.  All flammable fuels for operating unmanned aircraft (if applicable) will be stored in containers that are Underwriters Laboratories (UL) listed and approved.  No fuel may be left or stored overnight at the field.  No more than 5 gallons of all flammable liquid may be on site at any time.  A fully operational 10# ABC portable fire extinguisher must be on site.
43.  Powered aircraft operation (except electric power) is prohibited prior to 1:00pm on Sundays and prior to 9:00am on all other days.  The airplane field and the park will close at dark each evening and no flights or events are permitted after closure unless specifically authorized by the Superintendent.  During the summer months the club is authorized to hold a membership meeting at the field one night a month at 7:00pm (usually held the second Tuesday of each month).  

44.  Permittee is required to provide a minimum of one portable toilet for field users.  The unit will be serviced weekly.  The portable toilet will be self sealing or will be emptied prior to moving to reduce the likelihood of contamination of park property.  This unit will be brought in early in the Spring (March) to be available for members until late Fall (October or as weather permits).

45.  Field users are responsible for compliance with “Valley Forge Signal Seekers Field Management Guide” and the AMA National Model Aircraft Safety Code as attached.  These documents must be posted on the bulletin board at the site.  The permittee is responsible for ensuring that all members of the Signal Seekers that wish to use the field are aware of and  in compliance with the terms and conditions of this field use permit issued by the National Park Service.
46.  Inexperienced unmanned aircraft operators must be accompanied and assisted by an experienced operator.
47.  The Signal Seekers may allow public visitors to fly a “trainer” plane with instructor assistance and supervision only.  The instructor providing assistance and supervision must be a Signal Seekers member.  No member of the general public is permitted to fly without such supervision.  The Signal Seekers and their insurance carrier assume all responsibility and liability for any individual or group that the club allows to use radio controlled equipment or gliders.  Members must use a “buddy-box” for demonstrations and must be in control of the equipment at all times.

48.  The Signal Seekers will allow AMA members to fly at the field that meet the following requirements.  A responsible Signal Seekers member must be present at the field to issue a printed, signed, and dated guest day use permit to any AMA flyer that is not a member of the Signal Seekers and who wishes to use the field.  Permits and cards will only be available when a member of the Valley Forge Signal Seekers is present at the field and assumes responsibility for confirming the requirements of field use are met by signing the day pass.  
Members will designate by raising a flag at the field that the field is “open” for guest AMA members to fly and be issued day passes.   The one-day flight permit is valid only for the day it is issued.  After a guest is issued a day pass for flying he/she may continue to fly after the member leaves.  

49.  Guest pilots must complete and sign an application form with contact information or Signal Seekers guest registration form, and by signing must agree to comply with field regulations and must provide proof of membership in the AMA.  The guest permit form must include a reference to the pertinent terms and conditions of the Special Use Permit issued to the Signal Seekers that will be posted on the field bulletin board.  The form must include text that asserts that the AMA guest flyer understands and will abide by these posted conditions.  The Signal Seekers and their insurance carrier assume all responsibility and liability for any individual or group that the club or any member of the club allows to use radio controlled equipment.
50. Operators must have sufficient liability insurance or proof of membership in an organization such as the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) which includes coverage with membership.

51.  The permittee shall ensure that all individuals using the designated area in connection with the permitted activity, are informed of, and comply with, park rules and regulations, the terms and conditions of this permit, and all applicable state and federal laws.

52.  Model aircraft flying will be for recreational or hobbyist use only (under 55 pound weight limit).  Unmanned aircraft may not disturb or harass wildlife.
53.  Unmanned aircraft operation must be in compliance with all applicable Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and Department of the Interior requirements.

54.  Unmanned aircraft must be within visual sight, with no visual aids authorized, of the operator at all times during flight of the unmanned aircraft.  The operator must be on site, within the field boundary, controlling any unmanned aircraft.
55.  All flight operations will be limited to times when there is no presence or threat of lightning or thunderstorms, no presence of any type of precipitation, and no presence of sustained wind greater than 5 mph or threat of wind gusts greater than 10 mph.

56.  One single pilot may not control more than one unmanned aircraft at any time.

57.  Unmanned aircraft may not interfere with NPS search and rescue, law enforcement, or other emergency operations.

58.  Operators must report all accidents involving injury (even minor first aid) and any resource or property damage to the NPS immediately.  Notification to the NPS does not relieve the operator from reporting requirements under 49 CFR 830 or under a Certificate of Authorization (COA) required by the FAA.

59.  In the event of an emergency, dial 911.  For non-emergency situations, dial 610-275-1222 and request a National Park Service Law Enforcement Park Ranger be dispatched to you at the model airplane field off of Route 252/ Valley Creek Road.
60.  The National Park Service cannot guarantee parking availability or access into the park during weather events or other circumstances beyond the control of the park management.  If the park is closed, the field will be closed.  
61.  The person in charge of site coordination will be CJ Marchesani (610-329-3674).   Any changes to site coordinators or point of contact for the organization will be given to Lisa Waterman, park Special Park Uses coordinator (610-783-1087).   An additional permit may be required for any special events to be held at the field during the course of the year that involve activities not addressed in this use permit.  
�This isn’t shown on our map or their map.  Do we want to keep the text or show it on the map?





