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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for logging on to this webinar on the Wilderness Stewardship Plan and Environmental Impact Statement. This webinar will focus on the management preferred alternative in the plan – Alternative 2. We are looking at just two of the five alternatives, and we encourage you to look at the other action alternatives and provide comments. 

During the presentation -  we ask that you send your questions during the presentation through the Chat function, and we’ll address as many as we can after the presentation. If we don’t get to all of your questions – we will post the answers on the Webinar website. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This Wilderness Stewardship Plan (WSP or plan) will establish a framework for managing wilderness and areas managed as wilderness within Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks to meet these critical objectives:
•preserve wilderness character; 
•provide opportunities and encourage public use and enjoyment of wilderness in accordance with the Wilderness Act and other laws and policies; 
•improve conditions in areas where there may be unacceptable levels of impacts on wilderness character; and
•protect the natural and cultural resources within wilderness. 

The purposes of the WSP include implementing the long-term vision for protecting wilderness character that is contained in the parks’ Final General Management Plan (GMP) / Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), as well as enhancing established programs and actions for managing these areas as wilderness. 

The WSP addresses recent service wide guidance, reflects provisions of the California Wilderness Act of 1984 and the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009, incorporates new research findings, and uses a new interagency planning framework for the preservation of wilderness character. The WSP also replaces the current plans of record, the 1986 Backcountry Management Plan and its accompanying 1986 Stock Use and Meadow Management Plan. 



Planning objectives: 
 
• Preserve wilderness character;  
• Provide opportunities and encourage public use 

and enjoyment of wilderness in accordance with 
the Wilderness Act and other laws and policies;  

• Improve conditions in areas where there may be 
unacceptable levels of impacts on wilderness 
character; and  

• Protect the natural and cultural resources within 
wilderness. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The overall planning objectives for the Wilderness Stewardship Plan include to:

Preserve wilderness character; 
Provide opportunities and encourage public use and enjoyment of wilderness in accordance with the Wilderness Act and other laws and policies; 
Improve conditions in areas where there may be unacceptable levels of impacts on wilderness character; and 
Protect the natural and cultural resources within wilderness.
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Implement site-specific actions to reduce recreational impacts to 
wilderness character 
 
Recognizes that current management is meeting the goal to protect 
wilderness character. Thus no significant shifts in management direction are 
proposed.  
 
Management would be modified in specific areas where impacts to 
wilderness character are occurring now, or potentially could occur in the 
future (based on resource sensitivity) to solve site-specific problems.  
 
 
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today’s webinar will focus on Alternative 2 – which is the National Park Service preferred alternative – and compare it with ongoing management (Alternative 1 – or the no action/status quo alternative). 

Alternative 2 reflects what many of you told us – and what our monitoring has shown – we have been effectively managing visitor use in wilderness for the past decades in a manner that preserves wilderness character.

The Wilderness Stewardship Plan would incorporate much of the current management strategies and tools used by the parks to protect wilderness. Our goal is to encourage wilderness use and minimize restrictions while preserving wilderness character. 

However, this alternative recognizes that there are some challenges in the most popular areas and in areas with sensitive resources that we propose to mitigate through targeted changes in management. 
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1 – Visitor Use Levels 
2 – Access 
3 - Campfires 
4 – Food Storage 
5 – Human Waste Management 
6 – Party Size 
7 – Camping/Campsites and Night Limits 
8 – Stock Access and Travel 
9 – Administrative Structures and Facilities 
10 – Frontcountry Facilities that Support Wilderness Use 
11 – Commercial Services 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The issues brought forward during public scoping helped us identify the key topics that we addressed within the alternatives.  We will go through each of these key topics and provide you with information to allow you to compare the proposed actions with the current management. 
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Key Actions No Action – Alternative 1 Preferred - Alternative 2 

Quotas 
All overnight visitors subject to 

trailhead quotas 
All overnight visitors subject to 

trailhead quotas 

Entry Permits Required for overnight use Required for overnight use 

Destination Quotas 
Emerald and Pear Lakes 

 

Emerald and Pear + additional 
destination quotas in the future if 

conditions warrant 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Element 1 is Visitor Use Levels – including quotas, entry permits, and destination quotas. 

Under the preferred alternative, there are very few changes in the way we would manage quotas/entry permits. All overnight visitors would be subject to the trailhead quota system and would be required to have a wilderness permit. Trailhead quotas would remain similar to current conditions, with the possibility of targeted quota reductions in the future. There would be no day use quotas implemented at this time – but the preferred alternative allows for this in the future if conditions warrant. 

Under the preferred alternative there would continue to be destination quotas at Emerald and Pear Lake, and additional destination quotas could be added in the future. 

Visitor use levels would be expected to remain similar to current conditions in most areas, with an opportunity for increased visitor use in the less busy areas, and some potential reductions in busy areas where there are impacts on solitude or impacts on park resources.  
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Key Actions No Action – Alternative 1 Preferred - Alternative 2 

Visitor Capacity 
(Overnight) 

134,000 Visitor Use Days 134,000 Visitor Use Days 

Encounter 
Standards 

None 
Trail Encounters – People 

Encountered per hour 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Visitor use levels would be expected to remain similar to current conditions in most areas, with an opportunity for increased visitor use in the less busy areas, and some potential reductions in the most busy areas where there are impacts on solitude or impacts on park resources.  

We would adopt a monitoring program that measures the number of people encountered per hour to ensure continued opportunities for solitude, and the standard would be based on the type of trail – or trail classification. 
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We will partially adopt the U.S. Forest 
Service system of trail development 
class (Class 1, 2, or 3).  
 

Class 1: minimally 
developed          

112 miles 

Class 2: moderately 
developed          

288  miles 

Class 3:  
developed          

294  miles 

Total:              695  miles 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently, we have two types of trails in our wilderness – maintained trails and designated unmaintained routes. 

Under the preferred alternative, we would partially adopt the Forest Service’s trail classification system. Each trail in wilderness would be assigned a managed level of development: Class 1 (minimally developed), Class 2 (moderately developed), or Class 3 (fully developed – like the John Muir Trail and High Sierra Trail). 

This provides us with the context to make our trails program more effective  – whether we maintain them with a light hand, or if the trails need more maintenance depending on the types of use allowed on a given trail.  This allows us to more strategically maintain our trails to improve our efficiency and to spend money wisely, and also to provide for additional resource protection by not overbuilding or underbuilding trails. 
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No Action –  
Alternative 1 

Preferred –  
Alternative 2 

Allowed in: 
398,829 acres 

Allowed in : 
395,710 acres 

10,000 feet – San 
Joaquin, Kings 

 
10,400 feet Kern 

10,000 feet – San 
Joaquin, Kings, Kern 

9,000 feet - Kaweah 
9,000 feet – Kaweah and 

Tule 

Additional site specific 
restrictions 

Site specific restrictions 
and variances 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recreational campfires would be allowed in the foothill and montane forest areas where adequate wood supplies exist. To protect sensitive species and ancient downed wood resources, campfires would be prohibited in most of the high elevation forests and woodlands. Recreational campfires would be allowed up to the following elevations:
•	10,000 feet in the San Joaquin River drainage
•	10,000 feet in the Kings River drainage
•	10,000 feet in the Kern River drainage
•	9,000 feet in the Kaweah River drainage
•	9,000 feet in the Tule River drainage

In addition, site-specific prohibitions would be implemented where downed wood resources cannot sustain campfires, including: Hamilton Lakes, Mineral King Valley, Pinto Lake, and Redwood Canyon. In areas where available wood could be burned without unduly depleting ground fuels or consuming paleo resources, variances could be established for specific areas above these elevations in the future. 
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Food storage boxes were placed in the 
wilderness in the late 1980s to protect native 
wildlife by preventing them from obtaining 
human food.  
 

Key Actions No Action – 
Alternative 1 

Preferred - Alternative 2 

Food-storage boxes 87 
48 retained 

13 additional would be 
evaluated for removal 

Portable containers required 
Dusy Basin, Rae 
Lakes Loop, and 
Rock Creek areas 

Required for overnight use at 
North Dome, Dusy Basin, Rae 
Lakes Loop, and Rock Creek 

areas 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Food storage boxes were placed in the wilderness in the 1980s to protect native wildlife from obtaining human food. 

In an attempt to improve the undeveloped quality of wilderness we would reduce the number of food storage boxes in the wilderness where we can do so without risk to park resources. 
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Privies and restrooms protect the natural quality of wilderness 
and protect solitude. Privies and restrooms in unsuitable 
locations or where other methods are proven successful 
would be removed.  
 

Key Actions No Action – 
Alternative 1 

Preferred - Alternative 2 

Restrooms at Emerald and Pear 
Lakes 

2 
2 

(consider removal prior to 
major repairs or renovation) 

Privies - total 34 
26 

(includes adding a privy at 
Rock Creek) 

Pack Out Waste Kits 
Recommended for 
Mt. Whitney area 

May be required in certain 
areas.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Element 5 is human waste management. 

Privies and restrooms may be necessary to protect the natural quality of wilderness from human waste, and also to protect solitude by reducing litter associated with human waste. 
�Currently we have 34 privies and 2 restrooms in the wilderness. These were placed in areas of concentrated use or where there were resource concerns in the past. All of the public use privies have been evaluated and determined if they should be retained or removed, depending on site conditions, the levels of use, and resource concerns. Also, we have proposed adding a privy at the Rock Creek crossing. 

Prior to removing some of the privies, alternative methods, such as requiring the use of pack out waste kits, would be attempted in some close in camp areas, such as Eagle and Mosquito lakes out of Mineral King, and Twin Lakes out of Lodgepole (note correction from webinar). 
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Key Actions 
No Action – 

Alternative 1 
Preferred - 

Alternative 2 
Party Size – Day 
Use Hikers 

25 25 

Party Size – 
Overnight Use  
On Trail Hikers 

15 15 

Party Size –  
Overnight Use 
Off Trail Hikers 

15 12 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Party size is considered in Element 6. Alternative 2 keeps the current maximum number of people for on-trail travel, but lower party-size limits are set for off-trail travel to preserve opportunities for solitude and to discourage development of informal trails. 



Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks 

Wilderness Stewardship Plan and  
Environmental Impact Statement 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

13 

Key Actions 
No Action – 

Alternative 1 
Preferred - 

Alternative 2 

Party Size – Day 
Use Stock 

25 people 
20 stock 
45 combined 

20 people 
20 stock 
40 combined 

Party Size – 
Overnight Use  
On Trail 

15 people 
20 stock 
35 combined 

15 people 
20 stock 
28 combined 

Party Size –  
Overnight Use 
Off Trail 

15 people 
20 stock 
35 combined 

12 people 
12 stock 
14 combined 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alternative 2 keeps the current maximum number of people and stock for on-trail travel, but reduces the combined party size. Lower party-size limits are set for off-trail travel to preserve opportunities for solitude and to discourage development of informal trails. The combined party size for stock plus people is reduced to prevent impacts on solitude by the largest stock parties. 

Alternative 2 would reduce the largest allowable stock-party sizes and reduce off-trail party sizes for both stock and hiker parties. However, this would affect only the largest parties (more than 12) traveling off-trail, which account for less than 1.3% of all overnight visitors (on and off-trail). 
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Key Actions No Action – Alternative 1 Preferred - Alternative 2 

Designated Sites 
Established at Paradise Valley, 
Emerald and Pear Lakes, and 

Bearpaw 

Lower Paradise, Emerald and Pear 
Lakes, and Bearpaw. Additional 

sites/areas may be established in the 
future.  

Close-in Camping  Prohibited Allowed in specific close in areas 

Night Limits 
14 consecutive nights 

21 total nights/trip 
63 total nights/year 

14 consecutive nights 
25 total nights/trip 
75 total nights/year 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under Element 7 we addressed camping, campsites, and night limits.

Under the preferred alternative, the existing designated campsites/camp areas would remain; no more designated sites or camp areas would be added at this time but the plan allows for future additions should circumstances arise. 

Camping would be allowed in specific close in areas to the frontcountry to allow a greater diversity of recreational opportunities. 

Camping night limits would remain about the same with an increased trip stay limit and increased total night limit to provide more opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. There would continue to be more restrictive camping night limits in the most popular areas to keep people moving through these areas and to preserve opportunities for solitude. 
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• On-trail travel 
• Off-trail travel 
• Stock grazing 
• Grazing management 
• Stock-related facilities 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Element 8 – stock use – contains a number of topics, including on- and off-trail travel, stock grazing, grazing management, and stock-related facilities. 
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Key Actions No Action – Alternative 1 Preferred - Alternative 2 

Stock use –  
On Trail 

636 miles maintained  
78 miles unmaintained 

653 miles maintained 

Stock Use – Open 
for Overnight Use 

531 miles maintained 
66 miles unmaintained 

534 miles maintained 

Closed to Stock 11 miles maintained 42 miles maintained 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Visitors traveling with stock would continue to have access to most maintained trails in the parks (653 of 695 miles). Approximately 534 miles of maintained trails would be open to overnight stock camping.
 
As is currently the case, some trails would be open to stock parties for day-use only, some would be open to overnight use for walking parties with burros and llamas but limited to day-use for parties with horses or mules.

Generally, those trails proposed to be closed to stock are closed for safety reasons, resource protection, or where there is popular day use areas for hikers where there is a high potential for visitor conflict. These are mostly the close in trails that do not receive much stock use currently. 




  

Stock Use – Off-trail travel 
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Key 
Actions 

No Action – Alternative 1 Preferred - Alternative 2 

Stock 
use – 
Off trail 

Stock use is allowed to travel off-trail: 
 
- on the Monarch Divide including 

Hotel Creek 
- in the Roaring River area 
- on the Hockett Plateau 
- along the western side of the Kern 

River watershed south from the 
Chagoopa Plateau 

Stock use would be allowed to travel off-
trail in the same areas as current 
conditions except off-trail travel would 
be prohibited in the lower Big Arroyo 
and in Hotel Creek. 
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Travel more than one-half mile from maintained trails (to reach camps) would continue to be allowed in four areas of the parks: on the Hockett Plateau, on the Monarch Divide, in the Roaring River drainage, and along the western side of the Kern River watershed south from the Chagoopa Plateau (except the lower Big Arroyo to protect wetlands in this area and in Hotel Creek).
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Key Actions No Action – Alternative 1 Preferred - Alternative 2 

Stock grazing 

Parties traveling with stock have 
access to up to 64% of the 
meadow area in the parks, with 
51% of all meadows open to 
grazing. 

Parties traveling with stock 
would have access to 54% of 
the meadow area in the parks, 
and 46% of all meadows would 
be open to grazing. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grazing would be allowed in most areas open to overnight stock travel. Out of about 220 meadows currently open to grazing, less than half receive any level of grazing each year. Generally, approximately 110 meadows are grazed (by private, commercial, and administrative stock) each year.  

Grazing would be managed to maximize protection of resources while allowing visitors traveling with stock continued access to forage. 

Grazing would generally be allowed in areas open to overnight stock travel (within one-half mile of maintained trails open to overnight stock use or in off-trail travel areas). Grazing would not be allowed in those areas open to day-use only or pass-through only.

The 1986 plan identified key meadows that would be closed to grazing in order to protect sensitive resources, provide reference meadows for long-term study, and to maintain a wide variety of meadows in a more natural state. 
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Six meadows (Bighorn Plateau and the meadows south of 
Bighorn Plateau and west of the JMT and north of Wright 
Creek; Chagoopa Plateau #3 Meadow; Darwin Meadow; 
Grouse Meadow; Lower Crabtree Meadow; and Taboose Pass 
Meadow) would be closed to grazing for visitor experience and 
specific resource protection needs.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the scoping process, you told us that it was important to have such meadows accessible and visible to the public along popular travelways, such as the PCT, JMT, and HST. We also heard that allowing grazing in key meadows along those routes is critical to supporting wilderness pack trips, and to support trail maintenance and ranger patrols. Under alternative 2, we have proposed additional meadows that would be closed to grazing to protect social, or scenic values and for resource concerns. We have also identified which meadows would remain open to grazing to facilitate travel. 

Selected meadows along the John Muir Trail and High Sierra Trail would be closed to grazing to make it possible for visitors traveling along those trails to experience at least one ungrazed meadow in each drainage through which the trails pass, and for specific resource protection needs  – including Bighorn Plateau and the meadows south of Bighorn Plateau and west of the JMT and north of Wright Creek; Chagoopa Plateau #3 Meadow; Darwin Meadow; Grouse Meadow; Lower Crabtree Meadow; and Taboose Pass Meadow. 
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Stock Grazing 

Stock use and grazing would be 
managed according to the system 
described in Appendix D, including 
the implementation of grazing 
capacities (with the exception of 
those sections addressing grazing 
for alternative 4).  
 
Each alternative, along with the 
management and monitoring strategy 
incorporates current information on 
how best to control impacts while 
encouraging continued use of stock 
in wilderness.  

Current methods (e.g., monitoring to determine opening dates, head 
limits and night limits, and temporary closures) would continue to be 
used to manage grazing.  
 
Where grazing is allowed, specific grazing capacities would be 
established for each open meadow.  
 
Whenever supplemental feed is provided in lieu of or in addition to 
grazing, commercially processed pellets, rolled grains, or fermented 
hay products would be required.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Current methods (e.g. monitoring to determine opening dates, head limits and night limits, and temporary closures) would continue to be used to manage grazing in those areas designated as open to grazing. Use levels and meadow condition would continue to be monitored using established protocols. 

The amount of grazing allowed in each of the meadows and related forage areas would be guided by a system of site-specific grazing capacities which have been developed for each open meadow. These capacities reflect the ability of each site to sustain grazing while providing for long-term resource protection. 

The introduction of non-native invasive plants into wildlands has emerged as an important issue since the 1986 plans were put in place. In order to reduce the risk of importing non-native plants in animal feed, we are proposing that all supplemental feed products brought into wilderness be processed in such a way as to decrease seed viability. This will include processed pellets, rolled grains, or fermented hay. Unprocessed cubes or unfermented hay would not be allowed in wilderness. 

In the frontcountry, state-certified weed-free feed would be required. This is already being used in the NPS and concession stables. 
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Drift fences, gates, and related facilities 

No Action 
Alternative 1 
 

Preferred –  
Alternative 2 

Current developments 
in wilderness to help 
control animals and 
prevent resource 
impacts include 52 
hitch rails and 54 drift 
fences, pasture 
fences, and gates 

23 hitch rails would be 
removed and 29 would 
be retained.  
 
12 fences/ gates would 
be removed and 42 
would be retained. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Controlling animals in wilderness can be challenging, and is important for the protection of both resources and visitor experience. 

After careful evaluation, we have identified those drift fences, gates, and hitchrails that would be retained, and also those that would be removed in order to reduce the number of installations in wilderness.  A detailed list can be found in Chapter 2. 



Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks 

Wilderness Stewardship Plan and  
Environmental Impact Statement 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

  

22 

Administrative structures and 
developments would be the 
minimum necessary for the 
administration of wilderness. 

Slight reduction in number of 
administrative structures: 
 
• Monarch administrative site 

converted to a camp 
• Redwood Canyon Research 

Cabin would be removed 
• Facilities at long-term trail 

crew camps would be 
reduced  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Element 9 considers the administrative facilities that are located in wilderness – including wilderness ranger stations, other administrative structures, and crew camps and associated facilities. 

Under alternative 2, there would be a slight reduction of administrative structures – we would remove the Monarch ranger tent platform and convert the area to an administrative camp. The Redwood Canyon cabin, which is currently used exclusively as a research station, would be removed. And also we would reduce the number of long-term facilities, such as cache boxes, at our trail crew camps.  
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The Cedar Grove Pack Station 
would continue to operate as a 
contracted concession service. 
Improvements could be made to 
the Cedar Grove Pack Station. 
 
The Wolverton Pack Station 
could be reopened as a 
contracted concession service.  
 
The Mineral King Pack Station 
would not be reopened as a 
concessions operation but 
could be used by CUA holders 
and others.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under Element 10 – we considered those frontcountry facilities that provide access to the wilderness for park visitors, that were not fully considered in the General Management Plan. These facilities may also relate to the commercial services provided in wilderness, which are addressed under Element 11.  

Under the preferred alternative, the Cedar Grove Pack Station would continue to be operated under concession authority based on a contractual relationship with NPS with approved use types and levels. Stock camping sites would be developed at the Cedar Grove Pack Station primarily for private users. Holding pen/corral space, hitch rail(s), adequate parking and turnaround space for stock trailers, campfire pit, picnic tables, restrooms, food-storage boxes, and water would be installed. 

There would be no concessions operations at the Mineral King Pack Station. Existing facilities at Mineral King administrative corrals in east Mineral King Valley would continue to be used for the parks’ administrative purposes at the existing or at a new, yet to be determined, location. Existing stock facilities could be modified to allow for short-term public camping or staging and/or short-term camping by CUA holders. 

The stock facilities at Wolverton would continue to be used for the parks’ administrative purposes. If a favorable market financial viability study determines that a concessions contract is feasible, per the Concession Management Act and NPS policies, a portion of the Wolverton site could be operated as a contracted concession service. 
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Under the Special Provisions section of the 
Wilderness Act, in §4(d)(5), it states that  
 
“Commercial services may be performed within 
the wilderness areas designated by this Act to 
the extent necessary for activities which are 
proper for realizing the recreational or other 
wilderness purposes of the areas.”  
 
The “purposes” referred to in §4(d)(5) are those 
enumerated in §4(b), which states that 
“...wilderness areas shall be devoted to the 
public purposes of recreational, scenic, 
scientific, educational, conservation, and 
historical use.”  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Commercial Services in Wilderness. 
The Wilderness Act in its Prohibition of Certain Uses section (§ 4(c)) lists some specific prohibited uses, or practices. There are absolute prohibitions on commercial enterprise and permanent roads, and also general prohibitions, with qualified exceptions, on: temporary roads; use of motor vehicles; motorized equipment and motorboats; landing of aircraft; mechanical transport; and structures and installations. Under the Special Provisions section of the Act, in §4(d)(5), it states that “Commercial services may be performed within the wilderness areas designated by this Act to the extent necessary for activities which are proper for realizing the recreational or other wilderness purposes of the areas.” The “purposes” referred to in §4(d)(5) are those enumerated in §4(b), which states that “...wilderness areas shall be devoted to the public purposes of recreational, scenic, scientific, educational, conservation, and historical use.”  

It is worthwhile to note that these purposes are rarely, if ever, discrete; that is, a recreational activity would commonly contain scenic or educational or both components. 

The Wilderness Act does not define the terms “activities” or “commercial services,” or “necessary.”  
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1. Proper Activities in Wilderness 
 
2. Extent to which commercial 
services are necessary to support the 
proper activities 
 
3. Proposed allocation for Commercial 
Service Days 

• Wilderness-wide 
• Stock services 
• Non-stock services 

• Mount Whitney Management 
Area 

• Stock services 
• Non-stock services 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of the Extend Necessary Determination is to identify the activities that are proper for wilderness purposes and assess the type and amount of commercial services that are necessary in the wilderness of the parks and that would not lead to degradation of wilderness character. 

We first determined which activities are proper for realizing the recreational or other purposes of wilderness. For an activity to be proper, it must be both lawful in wilderness and subject to sufficient management control so as to preserve wilderness character. 

Then we determined the extent to which commercial services are necessary to support those proper  activities.  

Finally, we looked at existing conditions and use patterns, and determined the extent to which commercial services are necessary to support those activities. This is the numeric amount of commercial support, expressed in terms of commercial service days, to ensure that the amount allowed is consistent with the preservation of wilderness character. 




  

Mount Whitney 
Management Area 
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25% of the commercial use 
in the parks occurs in 4.5% 
of the land area.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Upon our review, we found that 25% of all commercial use in the parks occurs in 4.5% of the land area – a 37,000 acre area around Mount Whitney. Commercial service use days have increased in the last 3 years in the Mount Whitney area, from 1,172 in 2010 to 1,600 in 2012 (resulting primarily from increases in guided backpacking/ hiking trips which has nearly doubled). 

In this area, we are seeing increased encounters, and reduced opportunities for solitude. Encounter standards are being exceeded in this area, and there are resource impacts occurring in the area – primarily from impacts associated with dispersed camping. 

We propose to establish a separate management area for Mount Whitney, and targeting actions to reduce the impacts on solitude and to natural resources. One method we are considering is limiting the types of commercial services allowed in this area, capping the amount of commercial services allowed in this area. Other methods include instituting night limits, grazing limits, and working with the Forest Service and Yosemite National Park to better manage use on the John Muir Trail. 
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Key Actions No Action – Alternative 1 Preferred - Alternative 2 
Commercial Service Days – 
Total 6,532 (average) 8,400 

Commercial Service Days - 
Stock 2,877 (average) 3,360 

Commercial Service Days   
Mt Whitney Management Area 

863*  – Non-stock supported 
 
551* – Stock supported 
(*based on 3-yr avg) 

930 – Non-stock supported 
 
550 – Stock supported 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alternative 2 proposes overall commercial service days similar to Alternative 1 and may be slightly increased wilderness wide. The exception would be commercial services in the Mt. Whitney Management Area, where commercial service levels would be capped. 

Adaptive management and reassessment of the established process of managing commercial services in wilderness would be employed by park staff in response to changes that occur during the life of the WSP. Possible adjustments may include, but are not limited to:
•Group size limits, client-to guide ratios, number of trips, allocation of use and locations of use available to commercial services providers may be revised in response to new information, such as assessments of impacts to environmental and social conditions (especially as related to visitor capacity standards) and changes in park programs. 
•The number of commercial service providers may be limited. 
•Approved activities, if found incompatible with resource protection, visitor enjoyment, and / or safety, may be suspended or terminated.
•The limits on commercial services imposed by this plan will be recalculated when significant changes in use patterns occur. Actions that may affect this process are:
Changes in visitor use travel patterns that would affect the results of an Extent Necessary Determination. 
-Extent Necessary methodology will be reevaluated using improved data that will be collected.
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The existing High Sierra Camp at 
Bearpaw Meadow would be retained. 
 
The Pear Lake Ranger Station would 
continue to be operated as a winter ski 
hut.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another aspect of commercial use is the existing High Sierra Camp at Bearpaw Meadow, and the Pear Lake Ranger Station which is operated in the winter as a ski hut. Both are allowable non-conforming uses in potential wilderness that have been authorized by Congress. 

Under the preferred alternative, the Bearpaw Meadow High Sierra Camp would continue to be operated at near its current level of 1,700 use days by a park concessioner. The Pear Lake Ski Hut would continue to be operated at near its current level of 1,500 use days during the winter months as a ski hut (lodging facility) by a cooperating association under a cooperative agreement.
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For more information and to submit comments:  

http://parkplanning.nps.gov/sekiwild  
 

Superintendent 
ATTN: WSP/DEIS 
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks  
47050 Generals Highway, Three Rivers, CA 93271  
Fax: (559) 565-4202  
 
Submit written comments by August 25, 2014 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are four different ways we will accept written comments – You can use our NPS PEPC Website and submit a comment form – this is our preferred method. It is really no different than typing an email. We have a handout on how to use this system. 

Or you can write a letter and hand deliver, mail it, or fax it to the Superintendent. 
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Questions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Questions
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Considering improvements to other 
frontcountry facilities, to 
accommodate access at Atwell Mill, 
Middle Fork Kaweah trailhead, North 
Fork Kaweah trailhead and the South 
Fork Kaweah trailhead.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Atwell Mill - The Atwell Mill Campground would be adapted to accommodate stock camping in two or three sites. Facilities may include a holding pen, hitch rail(s), table, campfire pit, picnic table, and stock trailer parking. The sites would be maintained through an agreement between the NPS and a cooperating partner. Commercial service providers would be allowed to use the Atwell / Hockett trailhead.  

Middle Fork Kaweah - The NPS would provide improved parking and turnaround space for stock trailers and a hitch rail; no other stock amenities would be provided. Commercial service providers would be allowed to use this trailhead.  

North Fork Kaweah Trailhead - Improved parking and turnaround space for stock trailers and additional hitch rail(s) would be provided. Commercial service providers would be allowed to use this trailhead. No camping for stock or backpackers would be provided.  

South Fork Kaweah Trailhead - Improved parking and turnaround space for stock trailers and additional hitch rail(s) would be provided. Commercial service providers would be allowed to use this trailhead. No additional camping for stock or backpackers would be provided. 
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