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Westcott Bay and Mitchell Hill Development Concept Plan (DCP) and 
Environmental Assessment 
San Juan Island National Historical Park is in the process of planning for 382 acres of uplands, forests and shoreline that became part of English Camp in 2010 and 2013. Public scoping for a development concept plan (DCP) began March 19, 2013 for Westcott Bay with a public scoping meeting and month-long public comment period. Mitchell Hill was added to the planning process in 2014 with another public scoping meeting (trails work-session) held on January 22, 2014. Prior to including Mitchell Hill in the DCP planning process, the park also held one overall public meeting regarding Mitchell Hill on July 31, 2013 and two individual meetings with different user groups earlier that month on July 23 (equestrian use) and July 24 (bicycle use). 

As planning for both sites commenced, a Trails Workshop for Mitchell Hill was held on February 27, 2014, and on April 22, 2014 an Alternatives Scoping meeting (based on a preliminary range of actions at both sites) occurred. The formal alternatives scoping period for the DCP ended on May 22, 2014, however comments have continued to be accepted. 

The following is a summary of the combined public open houses and alternatives scoping meetings and includes comments received for both Westcott Bay and Mitchell Hill. One common theme was that many people love and care about these special places. Collectively, there was a wide range of suggestions on how to best preserve and protect the area for future use and enjoyment, including one suggestion for developing a stewardship group.

In addition to comments received during the seven public meetings/workshops, the park received 82 pieces of correspondence (letters, emails, form comments) during the DCP public and alternatives scoping periods.

Westcott Bay
Access and Parking (including concern for privacy and safety of Westcott Drive residents)
Many commenters suggested that the primary access to Westcott should be via a new access road constructed off West Valley Road to avoid impacts to the Westcott Drive neighborhood. Others recommended providing a small parking area with accessible spaces along West Valley Road and constructing a walking trail down to the site. Some supported very limited on-site access via Westcott Drive only for accessibility and NPS administration.  Although there was strong neighborhood opposition to public access through the county-maintained Westcott Drive, a small number commenters supported neighborhood (including general public) access to the park via Westcott Drive. 

The “triangle trade” (a potential land exchange between the NPS and Roche Harbor Highlands) was noted as a viable option that could allow the NPS to provide trailhead parking and access on the northern end of Westcott Bay.  

Trails
Public comments suggested that Westcott Bay be linked to English Camp via existing north trending trails, such as the Bell Point Trail. There was also support to connect the trails at the site with trails in the Roche Harbor area, and to trails on Mount Young and Mitchell Hill.  Other suggestions for trails included: short loop trails on-site, existing paths through the forest to the pond and along the shoreline, accessible trails, and low maintenance trails that would be usable in all weather conditions.

Recreational Opportunities
Many commenters suggested that Westcott Bay be set aside for “very low impact activities that allow terrestrial and aquatic wildlife to remain undisturbed,” such as hiking, kayaking, sightseeing and wildlife viewing. Commenters also supported “opportunities to experience tranquil and natural sounds, and sweeping vistas of the bay.” Several people used “pristine” or “natural” when describing the site and its potential visitor experience. The public was both in favor and against: bicycling, camping, horseback riding, motorized vehicle use, motor boat or kayak use/launching and anchoring, public or private group camping, public parking, and commercial use.

Unique Character of the Bay and Protection of Natural and Cultural Resources 
Many commenters prefer a low level of development that preserves the quiet and undeveloped character of the land, including minimizing effects on night skies by not providing lighting and encouraging screening of any development at the site from the bay side. Some believe there are outstanding opportunities for wetland restoration. Other commenters noted the need to inventory and monitor resources prior to impacting the area, and to research its connections with Native Americans.  

Facilities (both current and future) 
Some commenters recommended removal of dilapidated non-historic structures, while others thought the main house could be moved or repurposed and that new infrastructure should be limited. Suggestions for the house included occupancy by NPS staff or volunteers, use as office space, or use as a educational or community group gathering place (noting its deck/fire pit). Individuals both favored and opposed providing garbage cans, restrooms, benches, and picnic tables. Some commenters also suggested hike-in or kayak-in camping.

Commenters were generally not in favor of an educational camp at the Westcott Bay site because of potential adverse effects on air quality from transportation and campfires, wetlands, wildlife, natural quiet, private property, and property values. Others noted the need to protect the fragile area from overuse and/or that having an educational camp could compound issues regarding access and traffic. Among those who favored an education camp, suggestions included keeping the facility small and low key, with boat-in or walk-in access, and/or locating camping away from nearby private property.  Alternative locations for the educational camp suggested Mitchell Hill and other locations at English Camp, such as near the current facility or in the area suggested by the general management plan.

Mitchell Hill
Access and Parking
Many of the comments regarding Mitchell Hill were about access to the site, especially equestrian access. In general, the public recognizes the lack of adequate public access and parking for Mitchell Hill. Some commenters would like to see West Valley Road redesigned to allow safe equestrian access to park trails from private property. Trailhead parking for both standard vehicles and horse trailers was raised as a concern, including associated with the county-owned easement at Horse Trail Road, where parking now occurs. Some comments were in favor of, as well as against, public access to the park via private property. 

Trails and Recreational Opportunities
Many commenters would like to see no change in the trails and their designated uses on Mitchell Hill, advocating that most trails remain multiuse, while others thought that some trails should be closed to bicycles and horses during wet seasons to prevent resource damage. As with Westcott Bay, there was also support to connect the trails to the island-wide trail network.  Several commenters suggested linking all three English Camp areas via a hiking or multiuse trail; others suggested use of the Old Military Road as a trail. 

Several commenters were concerned about too many signs on the trails and how that would contribute to the area losing its naturalness. Many thought it better to put more trail information on the maps to improve navigation with fewer signs in the field. 

Public support for recreational opportunities included: mountain biking, hiking, and horseback riding.  Comments ranged from those in favor of multiuse (including hiking, biking and horseback riding) to those in favor of single uses, such as only hiking, on most or some specific trails. Others mentioned opportunities for solitude, wildlife viewing, hike-in and horse-in camping, and providing an accessible trail in the Cedar Grove area.

Facilities
Many commenters preferred fewer on-site facilities and development, but some thought benches and hitching posts would be appropriate. Several commenters indicated support for a new access route or new trail connection possibly via Sandwith Orchard, especially for horses because West Valley road is too narrow, dangerous, and seasonally wet. There were numerous comments supporting restrooms and garbage facilities at main trailheads.  
