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• ensure that park staff has necessary training and skills to be effective wilderness 
stewards; 

• complete eligibility assessments and wilderness studies; 
• complete and maintain Wilderness Stewardship Plans1; 
• monitor plans and operations to ensure compliance with the Wilderness Act; 
• ensure wilderness character baseline is established and trends monitored; 
• ensure that a minimum requirements process is applied for all actions that could 

potentially affect wilderness character; 
• ensure wilderness character impacts are addressed in National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) and National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) compliance documents; 
• ensure proposals for scientific activities in wilderness are evaluated and monitored by 

park wilderness coordinators; 
• incorporate wilderness education into park programs;  
• participate in interagency wilderness stewardship coordination; and 
• attend ACNWTC Wilderness Stewardship Training within two years of assuming their 

duties.  

 3.8  Park Wilderness Coordinators 

• work with superintendent to facilitate the integration of wilderness character into park 
planning, management/operations, and monitoring; 

• provide advice on wilderness issues to park staffs; 
• coordinate eligibility assessments and wilderness studies;  
• develop and maintain Wilderness Stewardship Plans;  
• establish wilderness character baseline and monitor trends;  
• coordinate and assist in minimum requirements analysis, including the documentation 

and tracking of all decisions;  
• assess wilderness effects in NEPA and NHPA compliance documents, and participate in 

other planning efforts which involve wilderness resources;  
• evaluate proposals for scientific activities in wilderness and monitor effects on wilderness 

character; 
• incorporate wilderness education into park programs; and 
• participate in local interagency wilderness stewardship coordination. 

4.  Training Requirements 

Park superintendents and deputy superintendents are required to attend ACNWTC Wilderness 
Stewardship Training within two years of coming to any park with wilderness.  Superintendents 
and deputy superintendents must ensure that park personnel have the appropriate wilderness 
training and skills to be effective wilderness stewards.  Associate directors and regional directors 
should encourage senior staff from visitor and resource protection, planning, facilities 
management, natural resource stewardship and science, cultural resources management, and  

                                                           
1 Within Management Policies 2006, the “wilderness stewardship plan” is referred to as the “wilderness 
management plan.”  The meaning is the same for both.  
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