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Historical Land Cover/Use
Classification of Pea Ridge National Military Park

Historical Land Cover/Use
Classification of Pea Ridge National Military Park

 The historical land cover/use map shown above of Pea Ridge
 National Military Park was created based on information obtained 
 from the 1963 Bearss map, 1940’s aerial photography, 1960’s 
 aerial photography,  2004 aerial imagery, the original GLO survey 
 plat maps, field evidence, elevation data, slope data, historical accounts 
of the battle and discussions with Dr. William Shea. The  historical land 
cover/use map is shown over the 1940’s black and white aerial imagery.  
The historical land cover/use map was created using the best evidence 
available at this time.

 Pea Ridge National Military Park area map was produced by the Spatial 
Analysis Laboratory (SAL) at the School of  Forest Resources, University 
of Arkansas at Monticello (UAM). 

 Director:    Robert C. Weih, Jr.
 Projection: UTM NAD83, Zone 15N, Meters
 Date:          11/22/06

                                                   Legend
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      GLO Witness Trees in the Study Area (1836-1837)

Species Count
Minimum 
Diameter

Maximum
Diameter

Average 
Diameter

Percentage

Post Oak 175 4.0 30.0 13.8 77.23

Black Oak 120 4.0 30.0 15.4 25.53

Black Jack 83 4.0 18.0 11.1 17.66

White Oak 58 5.0 42.0 16.2 12.34

Hickory 10 4.0 16.0 9.7 2.13

Red Oak 6 15.0 20.0 17.5 1.28

Chinquapin 3 6.0 30.0 15.3 0.64

Sycamore 3 24.0 48.0 34.0 0.64

Cherry 2 12.0 12.0 12.0 0.43

Elm 2 6.0 7.0 6.5 0.43

Hackberry 2 12.0 12.0 12.0 0.43

Sugar Tree 2 14.0 15.0 14.5 0.43

Dogwood 1 4.0 4.0 4.0 0.21

Pin Oak 1 20.0 20.0 20.0 0.21

Walnut 1 30.0 30.0 30.0 0.21

Coffee Tree 1 16.0 16.0 16.0 0.21
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U.S. Highway 62 Mitigation CLR Guidance 

U. S. Highway 62 Mitigation Guidance 
 

The primary access road into Pea Ridge Military Park, U.S. Highway 62, is being realigned to a route along the south 
edge of the park. This will result in removal of a portion of the tour road and the Elkhorn Tavern parking lot. As 
part of the scope of work for the Cultural Landscape Report (CLR), the CLR team is required to provide guidance on 
how the mitigation of Highway 62 realignment should be accommodated within the park’s cultural landscape. This 
document summarizes the guidance from the CLR project team.  

 

Pea Ridge National Military Park (the park) is collaborating with the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation 
Department (AHTD) on minimization and mitigation measures to Pea Ridge National Military Park due to the 
construction of the project (relocation of U.S. Highway 62). The agencies are in the process of determining the 
preferred alternative. Four alternatives are under consideration. The agreements are as follows. A Memorandum 
of Agreement is currently being developed to outline the responsibilities of each agency for implementation of the 
mitigation strategies.  

 

 U.S. Highway 62 will be re-built just outside the existing southern boundary of the park; 
 Portions of the existing highway within the park boundaries that will not be used by the NPS will have 

pavement removed and be restored to natural topography; 
 A section of the existing highway within the park will be modified as an asphalt paved two-lane park road. 

A new entrance into Pea Ridge National Military Park from the re-routed U.S. Highway 62 will be built at 
the southwest end. A trailhead for the horse trail will be built at the north end. 

 Two new parking lots will be built. One will be located near the visitor center. The other will be near the 
Elkhorn Tavern tour stop. 

 A new two-lane park road will be built between the existing U.S. Highway 62 and the new parking lot in 
the vicinity of the Elkhorn Tavern tour stop. 

 A section of the tour road between the Elkhorn Tavern tour stop and east overlook will have pavement 
removed and will be restored to natural topography. 

 A section of the historic Telegraph Road near the Elkhorn Tavern tour stop will be restored. 
 A new section of a one-lane tour road will be built between the new parking area near the Elkhorn Tavern 

tour stop and the east overlook tour stop. 
 The feasibility of establishing waste sites will be evaluated for suitable excess material to be used for 

restoration activities within the park. 

 

The following is the CLR project team’s review and comments on the four alternatives. The summary includes 
comments on those elements common to all alternatives, followed by comments on each individual alternative.  

 
Common to All: Elements common to all alternatives include a new parking area at the visitor center, extension 
of the new park road to the new horse trail parking and trailhead east of the visitor center, a new restroom near 
Elkhorn Tavern, and a new section of tour road linking the Elkhorn Tavern parking to the visitor center. 
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Alternative A (Figure 1): This alternative locates the new horse trailhead to a location just north of the visitor 
center, converts the one-lane road into a two-way road between the visitor center and Elkhorn Tavern, and 
provides a short new route from the tour road on Elkhorn Mountain, below the east overlook, to the two-way 
portion of the tour road.  

 Horse Trail area: Locate the final alignment so that the new horse trail parking and trailhead is not visible 
from the visitor center, east overlook and rock outcropping, and the tour road. Locate the new parking 
area so it is not visible from the new park road, i.e. move it off the alignment of the new road, and 
integrate it with the topography of its site. Do not add extraneous vegetation for screening. Instead follow 
the VMP recommendations for this area.   

 Tour road: Minimize impacts to the cultural landscape by confining all road modifications to the existing 
width and alignment of existing roads. Consider additional archeological investigations to identify physical 
features that would have been present in 1862, i.e., road bed materials.   

 New tour road route and parking near Elkhorn Tavern: Consider an alignment for the new tour road route 
that more closely follows the natural topography of Elkhorn Mountain. Locate the new parking area so as 
to not impact the historic battlefield, and to not obstruct the sight lines from Elkhorn Tavern (and the two 
monuments) towards the battlefield.  Do not obstruct sight lines from the battlefield to the rock 
outcropping.  

 
Alternative B (Figure 2): In this alternative, the new horse trail area is in the same area as in Alternative A, the 
one-way tour road between the visitor center and Elkhorn Tavern is converted to a two-way road, and a longer 
new route extends down the slope of Elkhorn Mountain below the east overlook to the new parking area near 
Elkhorn Tavern. 

 

 Horse Trail area: Refer to Alternative A comments.  
 Two-lane tour road: Refer to Alternative A comments.   
 New tour road route and parking near Elkhorn Tavern: This route more closely follows the terrain of 

Elkhorn Mountains than Alternative A. Consider an alignment that more closely blends with the natural 
terrain. Locate the new parking area so as to not impact the historic battlefield, and to not obstruct the 
sight lines from Elkhorn Tavern (and the two monuments) towards the battlefield. Do not obstruct sight 
lines from the battlefield to the rock outcropping.  

 
Alternative C (Figure 3): In this alternative, the new horse trail area is located south of Ruddick’s field, the park 
road extends for the full length of the south boundary, the tour road between the visitor center and Elkhorn 
Tavern is a one-way route, a new road is added from Elkhorn Tavern along historic Huntsville Road to the new park 
road on the south boundary, and a longer new route extends down the slope of Elkhorn Mountain, below the east 
overlook, to the new parking area near Elkhorn Tavern.  

 

 Horse Trail area: This area “yielded significant information concerning the Ruddick farm site,” including a 
stone foundation, and information about the Cox fields during the archeological investigations for the 
highway mitigation project. These features are of importance to the cultural landscape as they may date 
from the period of significance, and are likely associated with the families and features present during the 
battle. The area could potentially yield additional information about the battle and features in existence 
at the time.   
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 Tour road extension along historic Huntsville Road: Locating a new road over the alignment of a historic 
route would have a negative impact on the cultural landscape. In general, the CLR will recommend that 
vehicular routes generally be located off of historic alignments. Huntsville Road is recommended for 
preservation in the CLR with compatible uses to include pedestrian and maintenance activities.  

 New tour road route and parking near Elkhorn Tavern: This route quickly descends Elkhorn Mountain to 
an alignment that follows the historic Ford Road for a portion. The new parking area is located on the 
south side of the tour road in a highly visible location. This alternative will negatively impact the cultural 
landscape and diminish its integrity. Any new features should not impact the historic battlefield, and 
should not obstruct sight lines from Elkhorn Tavern (and the two monuments) towards the battlefield. 
Sight lines should not be obstructed from the battlefield to the rock outcropping.  

 
Alternative D (Figure 4): In this alternative, the new horse trail area is in the same area as in Alternative C, the 
park road extends to this parking area, a new vehicular route extends to the north to connect with the existing 
tour road, and a new two-way (two-lane) route extends from this point to the new parking at Elkhorn Tavern. The 
new tour road route along the slope of Elkhorn Mountain, below the east overlook, extends to the new parking 
area on the south side of the tour near Elkhorn Tavern.  

 Horse Trail area: Refer to Alternative A comments.   
 Tour road extension along from new horse trailhead to tour road: This route is along the east edge of 

Ruddick’s Field that was likely scrub and thicket during the battle. The alignment would negatively impact 
the cultural landscape as it is near an area that has yielded evidence of the battle.   

 Two-lane tour road: Minimize impacts to the cultural landscape by confining all road modifications to the 
existing width and alignment. Consider archeological investigations to identify features that would have 
been present in 1862, i.e., road bed materials.   

 New tour road route and parking near Elkhorn Tavern: Refer to Alternative C.  

 

Summary 
In summary, alternatives C and D appear to have more impact on the cultural landscape than alternatives A and B. 
This is primarily due to the proposed locations for parking at Elkhorn Tavern and at the new horse trail parking and 
trailhead.  

To further minimize impact to the cultural landscape, the following should be considered. The first three 
considerations (a., b. and c.) are noted on the figures.   

a. Consider additional archeological investigations as part of the highway realignment to identify any 
remnants or features that may be associated with the historic alignment of South Road. Refer to Wieh’s 
2004 mapping and the CLR’s historic period plan: The Battle of Pea Ridge (1862 to 1865). 

b. Collaborate with AHTD on the final alignment of the new highway to avoid any potential locations of 
Pratt’s Store, Telegraph Road or South Road.  

c. Follow the guidance provided in the CLR (currently being developed as part of Part 2. Treatment) for the 
‘restoration’ of Telegraph Road. It is likely that the road will be repaired to reflect its historic 1862 
character in alignment, width and material as best determined by available information. A restoration is 
not likely as the detailed documentation required for this approach is not currently available.   

d. Design guidelines for the integration of any new structures such as a restroom should be undertaken to 
ensure new features do not diminish the integrity of the cultural landscape. Guidelines for the proposed 
new parking areas should also be undertaken.  
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