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Public Outreach and Participation Documentation 

 
The Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance’s (MHHAA) public involvement strategy heavily 
utilized social media and electronic communications.   
 
To inform the public of upcoming meetings, the Alliance issued press releases and/or specially-
formatted email notices (“e-blasts”) that were sent to media contacts as well as a 4,000+ email 
address distribution list.  This list consists of email addresses of persons who had attended prior 
meetings and planning sessions (dating back to 2003), as well as addresses of additional local 
stakeholders provided by members of the Alliance’s Board of Directors.  
 
Meeting notices were also included in MHHAA and partner e-newsletters, as well as Facebook 
and Twitter posts.  E-blasts were forwarded to specific individuals with a personal note from 
staff encouraging them to attend.  Board members were encouraged to bring members of their 
own boards, and other local stakeholders, to planning events. 
 
Articles and television coverage of meetings kept the public informed of the progress of planning 
efforts and provided additional opportunities for interested citizens to contact the Alliance about 
attending future events and becoming involved in the planning process.  The Alliance would 
often post links to media coverage (including editorials and blog entries) on its Facebook page, 
and also occasionally wrote its own follow-up articles for its e-newsletter. 
 
See sample documentation below, including: 

 e-blasts 
 press release 
 e-newsletters 
 Facebook and Twitter posts 
 media coverage (television and newspaper) 

(Please note sticky notes/comments throughout.) 



Project Manager
(662) 844-1276                      
 kentbain@mshills.org

Subject: MHHAA Presentation of Alternatives Meetings Notice

From: Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance (kentbain@mshills.org)

To: kentbain@yahoo.com;

Date: Wednesday, December 5, 2012 1:35 PM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

PRESENTATION OF ALTERNATIVES
December 18 and December 19 

 
Please join us for a presentation of the Alternatives for the 10-year Management Plan for the
Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area on Tuesday, December 18th at 11:30 in the MHNHA
Exhibit Center (located at 398 E. Main St. in Tupelo), or Wednesday, December 19th at 10:00 at
the Oxford Convention Center (located at 102 Ed Perry Blvd.)  
 
Please contact Kent Bain at kentbain@mshills.org or (662) 844-1276 to reserve seating or for
additional information.  

  
    Program Manager 
    (662) 844-1277 
    bobbyking@mshills.org
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Sticky Note
Examples of meeting notice e-blasts.



 

MS Hills NHA Draft Management Plan Presentations (41)  

Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance  
To Me  
Jun 28, 2013  
 

  

 Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area 

Draft Management Plan Presentations 

The Walker Collaborative of Nashville, TN, will give two presentations concerning the full 
draft of the Management Plan for the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area. The plan has 
been under development for the past two years, and these presentations will provide 
additional opportunities for public education and feedback. 
  
The first presentation will be at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, July 9th at the Mississippi Hills 
Exhibit Center (398 East Main Street) in Tupelo, and the second will be at 10:00 a.m.on 
Wednesday, July 10th at The Smiling Phoenix Cafe (144 South Memphis Street) in Holly 
Springs. 
  
The presentations are open to the public; please R.S.V.P. to Kent Bain, Project Coordinator, 
at (662) 844-1276/kentbain@mshills.org.  

  

  
Kent Bain 
Project Coordinator 
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Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  

  

SEPTEMBER 11TH MANAGEMENT PLAN WORKSHOP AND  

SEPTEMBER 13TH FOLLOW-UP PRESENTATION 

 The next step in the development of the Federally-mandated Management Plan for the Mississippi 
Hills National Heritage Area (MHNHA) will be the Task 3.0 Workshop and Follow-Up Presentation. 
Phil Walker of the Walker Collaborative in Nashville and his team will be in the heritage area for 4 
days to conduct this part of the project. 
 

"Although the project Work Plan has been designed to encourage strong public input throughout 
the life of this project, Task 3.0 offers the single greatest opportunity for meaningful 'hands-on' 
involvement of key stakeholders and the general public, as well as Alliance representatives and 
public officials," Walker stated. He continued, "The goal of the public workshop is to provide a 
forum for the public to achieve a consensus on the various Alternatives for the future of the 
Heritage Area. The most tangible outcome of the workshop will be the finalizing of the Heritage 
Area's Foundation Statement, as well as the creation of the Alternatives for the MHNHA." 
 

The Workshop will be held at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 11th at the Mississippi Hills 
Exhibit Center (located at 398 East Main Street, Tupelo) and is open to the public.  
 

Stakeholders from all communities within the heritage area are encouraged to attend and provide 
input into the Management Plan development process. The Workshop will feature breakout groups 
that address themes, marketing and implementation strategies, among other issues. (The 
Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance's Board of Directors will also meet at 11:30 a.m. that same 
day.) 
 

The Management Plan Team will then work Tuesday evening and Wednesday to prepare 
Alternatives for various aspects of the heritage area, which will be covered at the Follow-Up 
Presentation on Thursday, September 13th, at 1:30 p.m. in the Exhibit Center. Please contact 
Kent Bain or Bobby King for additional information or to reserve seating at these events. 

  

   

    Program Manager  

    (662) 844-1277  

    bobbyking@mshills.org 
 

 

 
Project Manager 
(662) 844-1276                     
kentbain@mshills.org 
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Subject: Mississippi Hills NHA Management Planning Meetings

From: Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance (kentbain@mshills.org)

To: kentbain@yahoo.com;

Date: Friday, August 19, 2011 8:02 AM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

 
 Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area

 Management Planning Meetings Set for Tupelo and Columbus
 
Two regional meetings are being held in August to gather input for the federally-mandated
Management Plan for the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area (MHNHA).
  
"These meetings are part of a broader process for developing the plan, which will guide the
management of the heritage area over the next ten years," said Kristy White, Executive Director of
the Corinth Area Convention and Visitors Bureau and President of the Mississippi Hills Heritage
Area Alliance, the legislatively-appointed local coordinating entity for MHNHA. "Our heritage area
is one of only forty-nine National Heritage Areas, which are charged with conserving and
interpreting some of America's greatest cultural, historic and natural treasures," White
commented.
 
The first meeting will be from 10:00 a.m. until noon on Tuesday, August 23 at the Renasant Center
for IDEAs in Tupelo. The Center is located at 398 East Main Street, directly across from the
Tupelo Convention and Visitors Bureau. Stephanie Moody-Coomer, deputy director of the CVB, is
a board member of the Alliance and chair of its marketing committee. "We anticipate that the
development of the heritage area will aid in increasing visitation to Tupelo and the region, and
hope to have good participation in these planning meetings," Coomer remarked.
 
The second meeting will be from 10:00 a.m. until noon on Wednesday, August 24 at the
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway Development Authority headquarters, which is located at 318
7th St. North in Columbus. Agnes Zaiontz, business manager of the Development Authority,
offered to host the meeting in support of the planning process. "Columbus is a key community
within the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area, with tremendous heritage assets. The
Tenn-Tom Waterway is also a major resource for the region, and it is important for both Columbus
and the Waterway to be represented in the planning process," Zaiontz stated.
 
Stakeholders and the general public are invited to attend these meetings, which will introduce
participants to the project and solicit public input on various related issues, including potential
impacts of the Heritage Area on existing cultural and natural resources. The meetings are not
restricted to residents of Tupelo and Columbus, and interested persons from surrounding
communities are invited to attend. Two previous meetings were held at the end of June in Oxford
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and Starkville for the same purpose.
 
The meetings will help to fulfill federal legislative requirements for the Management Plan, as well
as compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. The sessions will be conducted by Phil
Walker of the Walker Collaborative in Nashville, TN, in cooperation with MHHAA staff. Please
contact Project Coordinator Kent Bain for additional information: kentbain@mshills.org or (662)
844-1276.
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Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area 

Management Planning Meetings 

 10:00 - Noon, Monday, June 27, Oxford Convention Center, and 

10:00 - Noon, Tuesday, June 28, Greater Starkville Development Partnership 

                                            

Stakeholders and the general public are invited to attend these meetings, which will 

introduce participants to the project and solicit public input on various related issues, 

including potential impacts of the Heritage Area on existing cultural and natural 

resources.  The meetings will help to fulfill federal legislative requirements for the 

Management Plan, as well as compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act.   

 

The sessions will be conducted by Phil Walker of the Walker Collaborative, in 

cooperation with the staff of the Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance, the local 

coordinating entity for MHNHA.  Please contact Project Coordinator Kent Bain to reserve 

seating or for additional information:  kentbain@mshills.org or (662) 844-1276. 
 

 

 
 

 

Forward email 

 

 

This email was sent to kentbain@yahoo.com by kentbain@mshills.org |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy. 
CP Designs, Inc. | 72 Shell Drive | Pontotoc | MS | 38863 

 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=nf5ogxdab&v=001FxA2hImTfo3dPOc5Zc0AqoP_7B4RI2OeoeAyn0tmFmupMU-2h66r5y5cBnEQDZaIxw3IzbDhswqFuNRiasNguL0ekLNd3GeUaHMSOcj6sBM%3D
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=nf5ogxdab&m=1103511386285&ea=kentbain%40yahoo.com&a=1106035533799
mailto:kentbain@mshills.org
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&m=00118DaNjN0Nidmz7xBScAXHg%3D%3D&se=001BAWmjV5QY_Y%3D&t=001d8PG2PBMU8sH8nG4w19Xqw%3D%3D&llr=nf5ogxdab
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=00118DaNjN0Nidmz7xBScAXHg%3D%3D&se=001BAWmjV5QY_Y%3D&t=001d8PG2PBMU8sH8nG4w19Xqw%3D%3D&llr=nf5ogxdab
http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=FVg14Tz5qog&c=1&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=FVg14Tz5qog&c=3&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=FVg14Tz5qog&c=4&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=FVg14Tz5qog&c=5&r=1
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/MS-Hills-NHA-Management-Planning-Meetings.html?soid=1103511386285&aid=FVg14Tz5qog
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=00118DaNjN0Nidmz7xBScAXHg%3D%3D&se=001BAWmjV5QY_Y%3D&t=001d8PG2PBMU8sH8nG4w19Xqw%3D%3D&llr=nf5ogxdab
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_Basic_204


On Friday, June 1, 2012 7:46 AM, Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance <kentbain@mshills.org> wrote: 
Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  

  

June 19th Annual Meeting and Management Plan 

Status Report/Background Findings Presentation 

  

The Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance, the local coordinating 
entity for the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area (MHNHA), will 
hold its Annual Meeting from 10:00-10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 19th 
at the Mississippi Hills Exhibit Center, located in the Renasant Center 
for IDEAs, 398 E. Main Street, Suite 128, Tupelo, MS. 
  
Also, at 12:30 p.m. on June 19th in the same location, Phil Walker of 
The Walker Collaborative will give a status report on the Management 
Plan for the MHNHA, which will be followed by a presentation on 
Background Findings. 
  
The public is welcome to attend both events. Please contact Project 
Coordinator Kent Bain or Program Manager Bobby King to reserve 
seating or for additional information.  

 

 

 

 

Program Manager  

(662) 844-1277  

bobbyking@mshills.org 

  

 

 
Project Manager 
(662) 844-1276 
kentbain@mshills.org 
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Subject: MS Hills NHA Management Planning Meetings

From: Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance (kentbain@mshills.org)

To: kentbain@yahoo.com;

Date: Wednesday, June 22, 2011 9:50 AM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area
Management Planning Meetings

June 27 & 28

Dear Board Members,
 
 The first Management Planning meetings are scheduled for:
10:00-noon, June 27th, Oxford Convention Center (102 Ed Perry Blvd.),
and 10:00-noon, June 28th, Greater Starkville Development Partnership
(200 E. Main St.)
 
Phil Walker will conduct these meetings, and this will be a good opportunity
for you to invite board members, elected officials and stakeholders to learn
more about this important initiative. 
 
Please have anyone planning to attend r.s.v.p. to kentbain@mshills.org. 
We hope to see you on the 27th or 28th.
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WHAT'S HAPPENING IN
THE MISSISSIPPI HILLS

COLUMBUS
AUGUST 1-4
Artesia Days
A festival of fun in Downtown
Columbus. 
Call (662) 272-5104 or click here for
all the details.

AUGUST 23-24
Roast-N-Boast

 
A WHOLE LOTTA BLUES
HOWLIN WOLF * OTHA
TURNER
Labor Day weekend, fans of
Mississippi Hills music will be
treated to a double shot of
down-home blues with two
events that celebrate the rich

musical heritage of our region. 
 
Click here to read the full article.

  
CIVIL WAR RE-ENACTMENT

IUKA, MS * LABOR DAY WEEKEND
 
This will be a weekend family event where those dusty old history
books will come alive. There will be a spectacular battle re-enactment,
field demonstrations, a large living history village, living history
activities tents, guest speakers, and an extensive sutler area.
Hundreds of re-enactors from across the nation will be staging the
battle re-enactment. Visit the camps, learn about Civil War medicine,
music, weapons and daily life.

Print https://us-mg6.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=9ollot8ikcjv9#1252083230

1 of 8 4/12/2014 7:38 PM

Kent
Sticky Note
Example of e-newsletter; see second page.



Festival including live music and a
barbeque cooking contest.
ADMISSION
Call (662) 549-5054 or click here for
more information.

SEPTEMBER 3-8
Tennessee Williams Tribute &
Victorian Home Tour
Tribute honoring America's most
prolific playwright, Tennessee
Williams.
ADMISSION for some events.
Call (800) 327-2686 or click here for
a complete schedule and details.

CORINTH
JULY 8 - AUGUST 2
Honor and Courage 
WWII Exhibit 
Crossroads Museum
221 N. Fillmore Street  
Click here for more information.

AUGUST 3 AND
SEPTEMBER 7
Green Market
Crossroads Depot
8am until 2pm
Click here for more information.

AUGUST 8-11, 15-18
"To Kill A Mockingbird"
Corinth Theatre Arts Playhouse
303 Fulton Drive
Click here for more information.

DESOTO COUNTY
MAY 3 THRU OCT. 25
Olive Branch Farmers' Market 
Olive Branch Municipal Court Building
6900 Highland St., Olive Branch
2 - 6pm: Free
Fresh locally grown fruits, veggies,
sauces, jams, jellies, honey and
more. For more information, call
(662) 893-0888 or click here.
 
APRIL 20 - OCT. 26
Hernando Farmers' Market
Hernando Courthouse Square
2535 Hwy 51 South, Hernando
Each Saturday morning 8am - 1pm
Over 50 vendors, the market offers a
wide variety of local goods while
providing a fun, neighborly spot for

 
For a complete schedule of events, click here.

 

FINAL STAGES OF
MANAGEMENT PLAN

DEVELOPMENT
 

On Tuesday, July 9th

and Wednesday, July
10th, The Walker Collaborative gave a presentation
covering the draft of the full Management Plan for
the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area. The
plan has been under development for over two
years, and although prior public presentations have
covered various sections of the plan, this was the
first look at the full draft.
 
The presentations were made at the MS Hills Exhibit
Center in Tupelo and at the Smiling Phoenix Coffee
Café in historic downtown Holly Springs. Project
leader Phil Walker was joined by team members
Randy Gross with Development Economics in
Washington, DC, and Lee Jones with Third Coast
Design Studio in Nashville. The presentations
included a summary of the Background Report and
Alternatives, as well as an overview of the
Strategies, Interpretive Plan, Business Plan and
Implementation Plan.
 
The Tupelo event was attended by Natchez Trace
Parkway interim superintendent Dale Wilkerson, as
well as representatives from DeSoto County
Tourism, Columbus CVB, Three Rivers Planning and
Development District, CREATE Foundation, MS
Secretary of State's Office and MS Final Stands
Interpretive Center. WTVA and the Northeast MS
Daily Journal provided coverage of the event.
 
The Holly Springs
presentation was
coordinated by LaKisha
Buffington, director of
the Holly Springs
Tourism and Recreation Bureau and member of the
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families to visit.
For more information, call
(662) 280-6546 or  click here.

AUGUST 17
Tri-State Blues Festival
LANDERS Center
4560 Venture, Southaven
6:30pm 
Click here for more information 
or call (662) 470-2131.

HOLLY SPRINGS
Foxfire Experience
Weekly Blues Concert 
Every Sunday 4pm
1465 Old Oxford Road, Waterford
Click here for more information.
 
SEPTEMBER 6-8
Hummingbird Migration
Celebration & Nature Festival
Strawberry Plains Audubon Center
285 Plains Road, Holly Springs
For more information, 
call (662) 252-1155 or click here.
 
TISHOMINGO
AUGUST 15-17
Hollis Long Memorial Dulcimer
& Ole Tyme Music Festival 
Click here for more information or
call 662-423-6515.
 
AUGUST 30-SEPTEMBER 1
151st Battle of Iuka
Anniversary
Civil War Re-Enactment
Call 1-800-FUN-HERE (386-4373) or
click here for more details.
 
OXFORD 
AUGUST 27 
Oxford Art Crawl
Click here for more information.
 
JULY 30
OxFilm Challenge
The Lyric Theatre at 6pm. FREE
Click here for more information.
 
SEPTEMBER 5
Artist's Lecture: The Intimate
Landscape of Rowan Oak
University Museum, Noon - 3pm

Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance's board of
directors. It was held in conjunction with a ribbon
cutting for the Smiling Phoenix Coffee Café, which
was presided over by Holly Springs' Mayor Kelvin
Buck.
 
The Smiling Phoenix is located in an historic
commercial structure just off the square, and is
owned by Chelius Carter, President of Preserve
Marshall County & Holly Springs and new interim
director/curator of the Marshall County Historic
Museum. Full article.
 

   
12TH ANNUAL

TENNESSEE WILLIAMS
FESTIVAL

IN COLUMBUS
September 3-8

 
The play, "Period of Adjustment" -- a
Tennessee Williams comedy as fresh
as the day it was first performed on
Broadway in 1961 -- teases out a love
story (or two) in which the earth really
does move. Paula Mabry is the
director. Four nightly performances
during the week-long 12th annual
festival in Columbus, MS are
interspersed with the "Moon Lake
Party" on Thursday night, featuring
"Autumn Song", composed by George
Maurer with lyrics from the poems of

Tennessee Williams and Rainer Maria Rilke, starring baritone Jared
Oxborough as Tennessee and Dieter Bierbrauer as Rilke in a
performance of the Provincetown, Mass. Players, accompanied by
musicians on saxophone, cello, percussion and bass. Full article.

 
Download Complete Brochure.

HUMMINGBIRD
MIGRATION AND
NATURE FESTIVAL
Strawberry Plains
Audubon Center
September 6-8
 
Visitors get to:  view the banded,
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FINAL STAGES OF MANAGEMENT PLAN 
DEVELOPMENT
On Tuesday, July 9th and Wednesday, July 10th, The Walker Col-
laborative gave a presentation covering the draft of the full Manage-
ment Plan for the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area.  The plan 
has been under development for over two years, and although prior 
public presentations have covered various sections of the plan, this 

The presentations were made at the MS Hills Exhibit Center in 
Tupelo and at the Smiling Phoenix Coffee Café in historic down-
town Holly Springs.  Project leader Phil Walker was joined by team 

members Randy Gross with Development Economics in Washington, DC, and Lee Jones with Third Coast Design Studio 
in Nashville.  The presentations included a summary of the Background Report and Alternatives, as well as an overview of 
the Strategies, Interpretive Plan, Business Plan and Implementation Plan.

The Tupelo event was attended by Natchez Trace Parkway interim superintendent Dale Wilkerson, as well as representa-
tives from DeSoto County Tourism, Columbus CVB, Three Rivers Planning and Development District, CREATE Founda-

Northeast MS Daily Journal 
provided coverage of the event.

The Holly Springs presentation was coordinated by LaKisha Buff-
ington, director of the Holly Springs Tourism and Recreation Bu-
reau and member of the Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance’s 
board of directors.  It was held in conjunction with a ribbon cutting 
for the Smiling Phoenix Coffee Café, which was presided over by 
Holly Springs’ Mayor Kelvin Buck.

The Smiling Phoenix is located in an historic commercial structure 
just off the square, and is owned by Chelius Carter, President of 
Preserve Marshall County & Holly Springs and new interim direc-
tor/curator of the Marshall County Historic Museum.

Marsalis, as well as representatives from the MS Arts Commission, Oxford CVB, Tanglefoot Trail, Byhalia Area Chamber 
of Commerce, Ripley Main Street, Ida B. Wells-Barnett Museum, North MS Hill Country Picnic, local businesses and the 
South Reporter newspaper.

Relevant feedback from the two presentations will be incorporated into the document, and a .pdf of the draft Management 
Plan will be posted on our website in the near future.  A notice of the opening of the review and comment period will be 
sent out along with a link to the document.

We are pleased to be nearing the completion of this later phase in the Management Plan development process.  Once the 

National Heritage Area will be eligible for higher levels of federal funding through the Heritage Partnership Program.  The 
approved plan will also provide a valuable roadmap for the development of the heritage area during the coming years.

Our goal is to build a program that is worthy of the rich and diverse heritage of the Mississippi Hills—a tall order, but we 
believe that we’re up to the challenge!
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  Mississippi Hills Heritage
Area

WHAT'S HAPPENING
IN THE MISSISSIPPI
HILLS?
 
DESOTO
August 18, 6:30pm
10th Annual Memphis Tri-State Blues
Festival
 
Entertainment by Bobby Rush, Sir

New Associate Director is Decorated
Veteran and
Former Law Enforcement Officer
 
(National Park Service News Release)
 
WASHINGTON - National Park Service Director
Jonathan B. Jarvis today named Cameron (Cam)
Sholly as the Associate Director for Visitor and
Resource Protection. As associate director, Sholly

will manage a $125 million annual budget and a portfolio that includes 20
service-wide program areas including law enforcement, security and emergency
services, fire and aviation management, risk management and occupational
safety, public health services, regulations and special park uses, wilderness
stewardship and the National Park Service component at the Federal Law
Enforcement Training Center.
 
"I am excited to have Cam on my senior management team," Jarvis said.  "Cam
has a great blend of experiences within the National Park Service and in outside
organizations.  He also has a proven record of achievement in managing large
field operations and headquarters programs. His expertise in visitor and resource
protection will help us set a positive trajectory for those programs as we move
into our second."
 
For the past three years, Sholly has been superintendent of Natchez Trace
Parkway where he managed a three-state national parkway corridor that
traverses 41 county and municipal jurisdictions and was the eighth most visited
national park in the country.  During his tenure, the Parkway completed a multi-
million dollar rehabilitation of the Meriwether Lewis death and burial site.
 
Click Here for Full Article.
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Pioneer Day
The Tombigbee Pioneer Group will
perform living history demonstrations
that show the challenges faced and
creative solutions developed by those
Americans who lived in the area from
the 1700s to 1840. 
Natchez Trace Parkway Visitor Center
(located at milepost 266 near Tupelo,
Mississippi) 
For more information, call 662-680-4027
or 1-800-305-7417 or email 
Amy_genke@nps.gov
 
 
September 13, 6:30pm
Down on Main Free Summer Concert Series
Down On Main Summer Concert Series
at Fairpark Music - Family - Friends -
Good Times. There's a little fun down
on main for everyone. Festivities start at
6:30 PM. Entertainment includes Della
Mae Emmitt and the Nershi Band.

For more information, call 662-841-6598
or click here.  FREE

 

tourism industry in the United States. These are the individuals making their mark
in convention and visitors bureaus, destination management organizations,

lodging, transportation, education and partners of tourism.
 

On October 31 through November 2 all of the Forty for the Future honorees will
gather and be personally recognized and celebrated during a special presentation

at the Southeast Tourism Society Fall Forum in Virginia Beach, Virginia.  
 

These are Mississippi's five representatives on the Forty for the Future:
 

Selah Havard, Director of Sales
Natchez CVB

 
Mary-Kathryn Herrington*, Director of Tourism

Oxford CVB
 

Neal McCoy*, Executive Director
Tupelo CVB

 
Stephanie McKinney*, Executive Director
Holly Springs Tourism & Recreation Bureau

 
Alex Thomas, Music Development Program Manager

Mississippi Development Authority   
 

Congratulations to each of these accomplished leaders.  
For a complete list of all honorees, click here.

 
*Members of the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area's Board of Directors

 

PROJECT
COORDINATOR NOTES GO MOBILE! MISSISSIPPI HILLS'

SOCIAL NETWORKS

  
MANAGEMENT PLAN WORKSHOP
AND PRESENTATION
The next step in the development of
the Federally-mandated Management
Plan for the Mississippi Hills National
Heritage Area will be the Task 3.0
Workshop and Follow-Up
Presentation. Phil Walker of the
Walker Collaborative in Nashville and
his team will be in the heritage area
for 4 days to conduct this part of the
project.

  
The Workshop will be held at 1:30
p.m. on Tuesday, September 11th at
the Mississippi Hills Exhibit Center
(located at 398 East Main Street,
Tupelo) and is open to the public.
Stakeholders from all communities
within the heritage area are
encouraged to attend and provide
input into the Management Plan
development process. The Workshop
will feature breakout groups that
address themes, marketing and
implementation strategies, among
other issues. (The Mississippi Hills
Heritage Area Alliance's Board of

 

Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area has
launched a mobile version of the

Mississippi Hills website. Accessible from
any web-enabled phone or smartphone, the

 

NEW!  
"Follow" our boards on Pinterest by

clicking the link above.
  
 

Pinterest is a virtual pinboard that
allows Mississippi Hills to share with
the public what the area has to offer.

Mississippi Hills has established
boards for each of our members.

These include Corinth, Desoto County,
Holly Springs, New Albany and Union
County, Oxford, Starkville, Tishomingo
County, Tupelo, and the University of

Mississippi. We also have a
Mississippi Hills board to showcase

what the rest of the Hills have to offer. 
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Directors will also meet at 11:30 a.m.
that same day.)

  
The Management Plan Team will then
work Tuesday evening and
Wednesday to prepare Alternatives for
various aspects of the heritage area,
which will be covered at the Follow-Up
Presentation on Thursday, September
13th, at 1:30 p.m. in the Exhibit
Center. Please contact me for
additional information or to reserve
seating at these events.

  
PROMOTIONAL VIDEO
Check out the new minute-and-a-half
promotional video for the Mississippi
Hills National Heritage Area and let us
know what you think. It's a shortened
version of a longer video we're
working on, which you hear more
about in the next e-newsletter.

  
FUNDING UPDATE
We are working closely with MDA
Tourism to secure the $100,000 that
the Mississippi Legislature
appropriated for the Mississippi Hills
National Heritage Area. These funds
will allow us to match our Federal
appropriation, and our current
guidance from the National Park
Service indicates an FY13 Federal
award of $143,000.

site connects visitors to the Mississippi Hills
region by providing information about local

attractions, as well as upcoming events and
things to do. The site also has a city locator

that allows visitors to find towns close by
based on their location.  

 
To check out the new Mississippi Hills

National Heritage Area mobile site, just go
to

http://mississippihills.3seventylocal.com
or scan the QR code.

 

  

 
 

 
 

"Like" us on Facebook by clicking
the link above.

 

 
 

"Follow" us on Twitter by clicking the
link above.  

Bookmark the Mississippi Hills site
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  Mississippi Hills Heritage Area

What's Happening in The Hills 

DESOTO COUNTY
Cedar Hill Farm Pick Your Own
Vegetables
June 1-July 3 -  More Info

Blueberry Picking at Nesbit Blueberry
Plantation
Mid June 7am-7pm,
Contact: (662) 449-2983 (farm phone
number)
More Info
 

2011 NORTH MISSISSIPPI HILL
COUNTRY PICNIC

Beginning Friday, June 24th at 4:30 pm, the annual North Mississippi Hill Country Picnic
will kick off for its sixth year at Fox Fire Ranch in Waterford, MS. Musical artists will
provide memorable entertainment, while creating the perfect atmosphere for a relaxing
weekend. This family friendly event will occur until midnight on Friday, June 24th and from
10:00 am until midnight on Saturday, June 25th. Tickets are $25 per day, and children 12
and under may attend for free.

Details available at www.nmshillcountrypicnic.com  

CORINTH PROMOTIONAL VIDEO WINS
INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION

Corinth tourism video highlighting the
people and places of Corinth and Alcorn
County has won a 2011 Telly Award. The
approximately 8-minute video showcases
Heritage, Arts & Music, The Outdoors,
Agritourism, Shopping and Food.
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Horn Lake Farmer's Market
June 4-Oct 29, 2pm-7pm,
Contact: (662) 393-6187
More Info 
 
"Sunset on the Square" Summer Concert
Series
June 16 and 23, 7pm-9pm
More Info
 
Olive Branch Farmer's Market
Contact: (901) 517-2396
More Info

Hernando's Farmer's Market
More Info

The 9th Annual Memphis Tri-State Blues
Festival
August 13, 6:30pm, Tickets are $50.75,
$45.75, and $40.00.
More Info
 
HOLLY SPRINGS/MARSHALL COUNTY 
North Mississippi Hill Country Picnic
Blues Festival
June 24 & 25
More Info

Bikers & Blues in the Historic Alley
July 14, 21, 28 & August 4, 11 at 6pm
More Info

Ida B. Wells Festival
July 15-17
More Info

OXFORD
Mid-Town Farmer's Market
Wednesdays 12-5pm June 22 and 29; July 6,
13, 20, 27 & Saturdays 7-11am June 18, 25;
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
More Info

Taylor Farmer's Market
Saturdays 8am-12pm June 18, 25, & July 2,
9, 16, 23, 30
More Info

TUPELO 
Junior Ranger Program-Whose Track is
That?
June 18, 25 July 2, 9,16, 23, 30 at 10am
free event
Contact: 1(800) 305-7417
More Info

Wildflower Walk
June 18 at 9am, free even
Contact: 1(800) 305-7417
More Info

Pioneer Day
June 25 & July 23 10am-4pm, free event;
Contact 1(800) 305-7417
More Info

Dulcimer Day
July 9 & August 13, 10am-1pm, free event;
Contact: 1(800) 305-7417
More Info

The Telly was awarded to Tupelo,
MS-based video production company
Palmtree Productions, Inc., which
produced the project for Kristy White and
the Corinth Convention and Visitors
Bureau.

"Working with Kristy White and the entire staff at the Tourism Office has been a delight,"
remarks Palmtree president Anne Palmer. "Team effort and the wonderful, down-to-earth
people we met around Corinth and Alcorn County, MS are what make this video special."

The video can be viewed at www.corinth.net/media.htm.

"We are very fortunate to have the talented, visionary Anne Palmer and her staff just
minutes down the road in Tupelo. Anne has been working in Corinth for almost five years
and has captured its essence in the video promoted as part of a Preserve America Grant."

Since 1978, the Telly awards have honored outstanding local, and regional TV
commercials and programs, as well as film and video productions. Winning entries
represent the best work of advertising agencies, production companies, TV stations, cable
operators and corporate video departments around the world. Winners represent the best
work of the most respected advertising agencies, production companies, television
stations, cable operators, and corporate video departments in the world.

The Corinth Visitors Bureau has incorporated the video to promote via its website, on-line
magazines across the Southeast; and in Welcome Centers across the State.

Palmtree Productions, Inc. (palmtreestudios.biz) is a full-service video production
company serving clients across the State of Mississippi and the Southeast.  

New exhibits and sites open at Brice's
Crossroads-Tupelo/Harrisburg battlefields  

Newly interpreted sites and an expanded exhibit were
opened Wednesday at Mississippi's Final Stands
Interpretive Center and Battlefields (formerly Brice's
Crossroads Visitor's Center and Battlefield) at 607
Grisham Street in Baldwyn.
 
More than 50 people attended the ribbon cutting and
exhibit opening and several enjoyed a driving tour of
new sites at Brice's and Tupelo/ Harrisburg. The 1200
sq. ft. expansion includes a gallery that interprets both

the Battles of Brice's Crossroads and the Battle of Tupelo/ Harrisburg, and the second day
of the battle at Old Town Creek through interactive exhibits and maps. The diary of Rev.
Samuel Agnew is featured in the front gallery of the
center and includes his daily accounts of events,
both at home and abroad, for 50 years between
1852 and 1902.
 
This newly created center, Mississippi's Final
Stands Interpretive Center and trails project, is the
result of Transportation Enhancement Act funding
in the amount of a 1.5 million grant administered
through the Mississippi Department of
Transportation and the Mississippi Department of
Archives and History. The Brice's Crossroads National Battlefield Commission applied for
and was granted money that funded construction of the expansion and the design of a
permanent exhibit interpreting the two last major battles in Mississippi during the summer
of 1864.

Click for complete article. 

Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area
(MHNHA)

Management Planning Meetings
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TISHOMINGO 
Champions Tenn -Tom Team Trail Fishing
Tournament 
June 25, July 16, & August 6; located at J.P.
Coleman State Park

American Bass Anglers Fishing
Tournament 
June 25, located at P.P. Coleman State Park
More Info 
 
COLUMBUS
Hitching Lot Farmers' Market
Mondays from 5pm-7pm, Thursdays from
6am-10am, Saturdays from 7am-10am;
Contact-(662) 328-6305
More Info

CORINTH    
Green Market at the Depot
July 2 & August 5, 6; 8am-2pm;
free admission;
Contact: Karen Beth Martin (662) 287-8300
or email karenbeth@corinth.net
More Info

 
JUNE AND JULY

Junior Ranger Program
Each Saturday · 10:00

  
 

June 18
Wildflower Walk · 9:00

  
For more details on any 
Natchez Trace events,
visit www.nps.gov/natr

10:00-noon, Monday, June 27th, Oxford Convention Center, and
10:00-noon, Tuesday, June 28th, Greater Starkville Development Partnership

Stakeholders and the general public are invited to attend these meetings, which will
introduce participants to the project and solicit public input on various related issues,
including potential impacts of the Heritage Area on existing cultural and natural resources.
The meetings will help to fulfill federal legislative requirements for the Management Plan,
as well as compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. The sessions will be
conducted by Phil Walker of the Walker Collaborative, in cooperation with the staff of the
Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance, the local coordinating entity for MHNHA. Please
contact Project Coordinator Kent Bain to reserve seating or for additional information:
kentbain@mshills.org or (662) 844-1276.

OXFORD CVB ANNOUNCES NEW WEBSITE 

The Oxford Convention and Visitors Bureau is pleased to announce the launch of a new
website to promote tourism in Oxford. The site, which features new logos, branding and
content all designed to promote Oxford as a tourism destination and work as a resource
for potential visitors planning travel to Oxford, went live over this past weekend.

" We are so excited to finally launch this new site," said Mary-Kathryn Herrington, Director
of Tourism, " Our old site was more than 5 years old and was in need of updating. We feel
like our new site is much more user friendly and offers many more features for those
looking for information about Oxford."

In addition to a new format, the site offers several new components that make navigating
all the information easier for visitors. In addition to searching for information on lodging,
dining, shopping and history, visitors can book hotel rooms directly through the site and
see a list of upcoming events. The CVB Grant guidelines are also available for download
on the site as as pre-planned itineraries for groups. The CVB is also using social media to
promote Oxford including a blog and facebook and twitter pages that offer opportunities to
share things that might not normally be on a website. These pages are linked from the
CVB homepage.

There are still a few components being tweaked, the majority of the site is now functioning.
"In the coming months we will continue to update the website and add more interactive
components to the site," said Herrington. The new webpage was designed by Webz
Media, an award winning creative company that focuses on community branding.

The Oxford Convention and Visitors Bureau is organized to promote and develop Oxford
as a tourist destination. By encouraging tourism in Oxford and Lafayette County, the
Bureau is able to increase economic development in the community as well as cultivating
a strong cultural life in Oxford. In 2004 the Oxford Tourism Council and the Oxford
Conference Center merged and operate together under the name Oxford Convention and
Visitors Bureau.

To learn more about the Oxford Convention and Visitors Bureau, visit
http://www.oxfordcvb.com
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Greater Starkville Development Partnership
E-View

June 24, 2011

Join us for a Grand Re Opening

Celebration!

 
Mary Virginia's Children's & Maternity

Consignment

Friday, July 1

1:00 p.m.

119 E Main Street 

 

 

 

Come support this Partnership

Business!!

 
 

Join us in
Starkville's Downtown District

for Christmas in July!
 

 Don't forget to visit the

Starkville Community

Market Saturday

Mornings beginning at

7:30 a.m.!

Dogs Days of

Summer Events 
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10:00 - Noon, Tuesday, June 28,
Greater Starkville Development

Partnership
                                          

Stakeholders and the general public are

invited to attend this meeting, which will

introduce participants to the project and solicit

public input on various related issues,

including potential impacts of the Heritage

Area on existing cultural and natural

resources.  The meetings will help to fulfill

federal legislative requirements for the

Management Plan, as well as compliance with

the National Environmental Policy Act. 

The sessions will be conducted by Phil Walker

of the Walker Collaborative, in cooperation

with the staff of the Mississippi Hills Heritage

Area Alliance, the local coordinating entity for

MHNHA.  Please contact Project Coordinator

Kent Bain to reserve seating or for additional

information:  kentbain@mshills.org or (662)

844-1276.

 

MSU Summer Camps and

Award is the premier award

honoring outstanding local,

regional and cable TV commercials

and programs, film and video

productions, and web

commercials, videos and films.

Winners represent the best work

of advertising agencies,

production companies, tele- vision

stations, cable operators and

corporate video departments

around the world. Broadcast

Media Group is an award-winning

media production company

serving clients across the state of

Mississippi and the Southeast.

 Broadcast Media provides video

production, Web and duplication

services.The project can be seen

at www.getBMGNow.com. A

complete list of Telly Winners for

the 32st annual competition is

available at

www.tellyawards.com. For more

information on Broadcast Media,

contact Robbie Coblentz at (662)

324-2489 or

robbie@broadcastmediagroup.com
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Consultant says area needs more visitors centers
by Associated Press
Published: December 20,2012
Tags: concultant, consulting, cultural, culture, Heritage, history, marketing, tourism, tourist, travel, vacation, visitor, visitors
center

NORTH MISSISSIPPI — A consulting firm has recommended seven to eight visitors centers to

capitalize on the cultural and tourism heritage in north Mississippi.

The Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal reports Phil Walker, of Nashville-based Walker Collaborative,

and his team presented findings to the board of the Mississippi Hills Area Alliance.

The Alliance board is in charge of the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area, a federally recognized

region bordered by Interstate 55 on the west, Mississippi 14 on the south, the Tennessee state line on

the north and the Alabama state line on the east. The group is funded with local, state and federal

money.

The board has been working with the consultants for several months to put together a management

plan for the heritage area.

The preferred plan Walker presented called for interpretive centers to be in Tupelo, Hernando, Oxford,

Holly Springs, Corinth, Pontotoc and Columbus.

The centers in Tupelo and Hernando would have interpretive information for all of the themes African-

American, Civil War, music and literature, Native American and architecture while the other centers

would focus on a specific theme.

After another meeting in Oxford, the consultants will tweak the plan and start putting together cost

estimates and a proposed budget.

 

— Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal
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Tweet 0

← TVA to announce preferred transmission route in fall Troy will try to follow ULM's example →

By Carlie Kollath Wells/NEMS Daily Journal

TUPELO – Consultants on Thursday recommended to Northeast Mississippi tourism leaders that
they capitalize on their African-American, Civil War, Music & Literature and Native American
heritage.
The recommendations came as part of a research process from the Mississippi Hills Heritage Area
Alliance, which manages the Hills national heritage area.
The information came partly from focus groups gathered Tuesday to hear what residents and
tourism leaders thought was important to market to tourists.
The focus group feedback led consultants to replace an architecture theme with the Native
American theme.
The consultants, led by Phil Walker of Nashville-based Walker Collaborative, also recommended a
better marketing approach for the region.
“We’re trying to figure out how to give the Mississippi Hills more of a concise identity,” said Randy
Gross of Randall Gross Development Economics. “People around the world get the Delta. They
know what it is and they think Delta Blues. International tourists don’t know what the Mississippi
Hills are.”
They proposed “Mississippi Hills: Where Appalachia meets the Delta” as a possible marketing
phrase.
The ideas will be incorporated into a management plan for the heritage area.
The national heritage area is a federally recognized region bordered by Highway 55 on the west,
Highway 14 on the south, the Tennessee state line on the north and the Alabama state line on the
east.
The region gets local, state and federal funding. As part of the national heritage area program, the
board must develop a management plan.
It’s paying Walker $150,000 to do the research and put together the plan.
carlie.wells@journalinc.com
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By Carlie Kollath

By Carlie Kollath
Daily Journal
TUPELO – Tourism leaders from around the region met Tuesday to help drill down what makes
Northeast Mississippi special to travelers.
The overarching themes for the region – as identified by a preliminary report from consultants –
were black history, the Civil War, the Arts and architecture. The board of the Mississippi Hills
Heritage Area Alliance also discussed an itinerary themed around the region’s Native American
history.
The board is responsible for overseeing the Hills national heritage area, a federally recognized
region that gets local, state and federal funding.
As part of the national heritage area program, the board must develop a management plan. It’s
paying Phil Walker of Nashville-based Walker Collaborative $150,000 to do the research and put
together the plan.
The board is made up of representatives from member communities throughout Northeast
Mississippi. Attractions include everything from Elvis’ birthplace to the contraband camp in Corinth
to William Faulkner’s house in Oxford.
“It’s tricky because there are a lot of stories,” Walker told the group. “But you have to focus if you
want to market it. … If you have a visitor from San Diego, you can’t throw everything at them. You
have to have an elevator speech that you can sum up why people should come here.”
Consultant Randall Gross is working with Walker on the plan. During Tuesday’s six-hour meeting,
he said the region has many strengths and weaknesses.
He said the region has a wonderful diversity of attractions, but that the size of the region and the
many attractions make it challenging to market one message to visitors.
According to his research, almost 60 percent of the region’s visitors to heritage sites came from the
South, with many signing in from small towns.
International travelers make up 5 percent of the area’s tourists, he said.
He encouraged the board to use the research to help market to the appropriate segments.
For example, his research found that the music heritage attractions, such as Elvis and the Blues,
draw more affluent, international and big-city visitors.
His research shows that festivals have the fastest growing audience of heritage events and the
board should market to festival-goes in Memphis, Jackson and throughout the immediate region.
He also found that the fastest growing audience support is for art/music/design venues, followed
by Native American museums, then science and industry and history.
He reiterated that much of heritage tourism is driven by education. The more education a person
has, the more likely he or she is to visit a museum or a historic site.
“Only one in 10 people with less than high school education will visit those,” he said.
carlie.kollath@journalinc.com
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← Firefighter injured in Malone’s fire goes home Shannon board doesn’t reconsider bar license →

By Dennis Seid/NEMS Daily Journal

TUPELO – After years of development, the
Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance has a draft
management plan to boost tourism in the region.
The Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area – one of
49 federally funded heritage areas across the country
– comprises 30 counties bordered by Interstate 55 on
the west, Highway 14 on the south, the Tennessee
state line on the north and the Alabama state line on
the east.
The management plan, presented Tuesday by
Nashville-based Walker Collaborative, pulls together
ideas garnered via focus groups and studies. It
focuses on four primary themes: Native American

heritage, African-American heritage, the Civil War and the arts (focusing on music and literature).
“We’ve been working on this for two and a half years with the management plan, and this is our
first look at the full plan,” said Kent Bain, MHNHA project coordinator.
The marketing theme for MHNHA is “where Appalachia meets the Delta,” and seeks to tap into the
growing popularity of cultural heritage tourism.
“The plan is grounded in economic realities,” said Phil Walker. “What will people come to see?”
Under the plan, two major Mississippi HIlls interpretive centers would be in Hernando and Tupelo.
Then, each theme would have its own interpretive centers, to serve as a springboard for other
destinations related to the major theme.
Pontotoc would be the center for Native American heritage, Holly Springs would represent African-
American heritage and Corinth would represent the Civil War. Tupelo would be the starting point
for music, while Oxford would represent literature.
“You’ve already got great events tied to the themes, but there are other abundant opportunities,”
Walker said. “Heritage tourism is not just seeing things, it’s also about experiencing the culture.”
Over the next few months, officials will seek public input about the management plan, then submit
paperwork to the National Park Service.
Once approved, the plan will be posted on the NPS website and distributed to the relevant parties.
Walker hopes that will happen in the next few months.
From there, the real work begins – finding funding to implement and maintain the plan.
Federal and state funding are available, but not guaranteed, so the business plan includes
fundraising, sponsorships, memberships and other activities.
dennis.seid@journalinc.com
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Tourism group to gather Consultants: Hills region Partnerships key to Mississippi Hills Alliance

By Carlie Kollath Wells/NEMS Daily Journal

TUPELO – Consultants on Tuesday recommended seven to eight visitors centers be used to
interpret the region’s heritage for tourists.
Phil Walker, of Nashville-based Walker Collaborative, and his team presented findings to the board
of the Mississippi Hills Area Alliance, as the members continue to research the best way to
interpret and monetarily capitalize on the cultural and tourism heritage in the region.
The Alliance board is in charge of the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area, a federally
recognized region bordered by Highway 55 on the west, Highway 14 on the south, the Tennessee
state line on the north and the Alabama state line on the east. The group is funded with local, state
and federal money.
The board has been working with the consultants for several months to put together a
management plan for the heritage area.
The preferred plan Walker presented Tuesday called for interpretive centers to be in Tupelo,
Hernando, Oxford, Holly Springs, Corinth, Pontotoc and Columbus.
The centers in Tupelo and Hernando would have interpretive information for all of the themes –
African-American, Civil War, music and literature, Native American and architecture – while the
other centers would focus on a specific theme.
Participants at Tuesday’s meeting suggested looking at partnering with an existing visitors center
in Kosciusko. They also suggested that the plan be open to other towns that could house the
centers.
Walker is having another meeting today at 10 a.m. at the Oxford Convention Center to present his
findings and gather input. Then, he and the consultants will tweak the plan and start putting
together cost estimates and a proposed budget.
carlie.wells@journalinc.com
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By Carlie Kollath/NEMS Daily Journal

TUPELO – A regional tourism group will host two meetings next week to get input about the
direction of the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area.
The heritage area is federally designated and is governed by the National Park Service. The
Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance, which is based in Tupelo, is responsible for coming up
with a management plan for the area.
“These meetings are part of a broader process for developing the plan, which will guide the
management of the heritage area over the next ten years,” said Kristy White, executive director of
the Corinth Area Convention and Visitors Bureau and president of the Mississippi Hills Heritage
Area Alliance.
The first meeting is in Tupelo on Tuesday from 10 a.m. until noon at the Renasant Center for
IDEAs. The second meeting is Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon in Columbus at the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway Development Authority headquarters.
Two previous meetings were held in June in Oxford and Starkville.
The meetings are open to the public and stakeholders in the region’s tourism industry are
encouraged to attend.
The meetings, according to a press release, will introduce participants to the project and solicit
public input on various issues, including potential impacts of the heritage area on existing cultural
and natural resources.
The Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area was designated by Congress and the president in
April 2009. The rough borders of the area are the Tennessee and Alabama state lines to the north
and east, Interstate 55 to the west and Highway 14 to the south.
carlie.kollath@journalinc.com

Want to Go?
THE MISSISSIPPI HILLS Heritage Area Alliance will have to public meetings next week to gather
input:
- Tuesday 10 a.m. to noon at Renasant Center for IDEAs in Tupelo
- Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon at Tennessee Tombigbee Waterway Development Authority
headquarters in Columbus For more information, contact project coordinator Kent Bain at
kentbain@mshills.org or (662) 844-1276.
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By Carlie Kollath Wells/NEMS Daily Journal

TUPELO – The Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance has a
workshop at 1:30 p.m. today to discuss the future of the region’s
national heritage area.
The group is gathering input to form the management plan for
the area. The free workshop is at the Mississippi Hills exhibit
center, which is inside the Renasant Center for IDEAs at 398 E.

Main St. in Fairpark.
The national heritage area is a federally-recognized region bordered by Highway 55 on the west,
Highway 14 on the south, the Tennessee state line on the north and the Alabama state line on the
east. The area covers 19 full counties and portions of 11 others in the northeastern part of
Mississippi.
The alliance board met in June and heard research findings from Phil Walker of Nashville-based
Walker Collaborative. He said Northeast Mississippi has many stories to tell, but it needs to focus
on a few things that are easy to market to visitors.
The overarching themes for the region – as identified by a preliminary report from consultants –
were black history, the Civil War, the arts and architecture. The board of the Mississippi Hills
Heritage Area Alliance also discussed an itinerary themed around the region’s Native American
history.
The board is responsible for overseeing the Hills national heritage area, a region that gets local,
state and federal funding.
As part of the national heritage area program, the board must develop a management plan. It’s
paying Walker $150,000 to do the research and put together the plan.
The organization’s managers in a news release said stakeholders from all the communities within
the heritage area are encouraged to attend and provide input this afternoon. The workshop will
feature breakout groups that address themes, marketing and implementation strategies.
On Thursday, Walker and his team will have a follow-up presentation with what they’ve done this
week. The presentation is at 1:30 p.m. in the exhibit center.
carlie.wells@journalinc.com
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← I.T. Montgomery Garden in Oxford Miss Mississippi pageant under way →

By NEMS Daily Journal

Tuesday’s delivery of a management plan by a
Nashville consulting firm to the Mississippi Hills
Heritage Area Alliance substantially increases the
possibilities for coordinated tapping of cultural
resources in 30 northern counties – an effort under
development for a decade.
The draft management plan from Nashville-based
Walker Collaborative is a big step forward in
presenting a final plan for approval to the
southeastern region of the National Park Service.
Then, after qualifying as a full participant, the alliance
would be able to compete for federal funds with 48

other heritage alliance areas nationwide. It is capped at receiving $150,000 per budget year from
federal sources, and all of it must be matched dollar for dollar.
The alliance has been able to fully fund the match from local government, the state, memberships
and other supporters. It has a $325,000 operating budget, but it could gain more funding once a
management plan is in place.
Corinth resident Kent Bain and Tupelo resident Bobby King, a professional marketer, have guided
the alliance. King said being able to raise the matching amount and go with money in hand to the
next levels of funding has been a big plus.
King said on Wednesday he hopes a marketing plan can be presented to the NPS regional office
by Oct. 1, the beginning of the federal fiscal year.
The national heritage area covers all of the area from I-55 on the west, Alabama on the east,
Tennessee on the north and Mississippi Highway 14 on the south. King said the management plan
would provide the marketing structure for the area, with retiring Baby Boomers as a primary
demographic target for tourism. The plan focuses on four primary themes: Native American
heritage, African-American heritage, the Civil War and the arts (focusing on music and literature).
The heritage areas have been capped at least temporarily at 49, so the time is ripe for taking
advantage of every opportunity.
The primary focus sites would be spread across the area from Corinth to DeSoto County, with
Tupelo, Oxford and Pontotoc playing key roles. The idea has been carefully developed, and the
payoff could be enriching.
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Live from Mississippi Hills mtg 9/11/12

with 79 comments

We’re live at the Mississippi Hills Heritage Area workshop. We’re at the exhibit center,
which is inside the Renasant Center for IDEAs.

The board members and all interested stakeholders
are here to help flesh out tourism themes for the hills. The group is gathering input to
form the management plan for the area (previous coverage in today’s paper).

The national heritage area is a federally-recognized region bordered by Highway 55 on
the west, Highway 14 on the south, the Tennessee state line on the north and the
Alabama state line on the east. The area covers 19 full counties and portions of 11
others in the northeastern part of Mississippi.

There are about 20 people here, include reps from MS Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks,
MS Corps of Engineers, Tupelo city planning, Tupelo CVB, Downtown Tupelo, De
Soto County and Tishomingo County.

 

Disclaimer: I’m typing as people are talking. There may be typos. People also have a
tendency to talk at the same time, so I can’t always hear everything.

And, I’m not typing every word. Think of this more as the highlights of the meeting.

Something doesn’t make sense? Corrections? Have questions?  Ask.

–

The meeting started at 1:30.
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Phil Walker of Nashville-based Walker Collaborative is leading the conversation.
He’s going over his background information from before (what is a heritage area, etc.)
A lot of this is a repeat from his presentation in June that we covered. Click here to
read his report about the region’s strengths and challenges.

Today, the goal is to have breakout groups to discuss the various themes. Judge the
validity of the themes on this criteria:

Does the theme have significance to the region’s story?
Are there substantial resources to interpret?
How unique is the theme withing a broader national context?
How inherently is the theme (degree of market appeal)?

The themes:
1. African-American

Freedom Arrives – Contraband camp
Reconstruction and post-reconstruction – Hill Crest Cemetery, Union
Academy
Civil Rights – Civil Rights monument at Ole Miss

2. Civil War

Clash of amateur armies – Iuka Methodist Church
Quest for Vicksburg – Grenada Lake
Play’s Final Acts – Brice’s Crossroads and Tupelo

3. Arts

Literature
Music

4. Architecture

The idea of Appalachia meets Delta. A subtheme worth pursuing?
Residential
Commercial architecture
Worship, learning and governance

Should there be a 5th theme  - Native American?
We’ve done inventory for all of these themes. Native American is more difficult
because the people who know them are more covert because they don’t want them to
be pilfered.
Lots of crowd discussion that there’s a lot of Native American history here – names of
towns, creeks, battles, homes, trails, etc.

Crowd comment: I would put Native American before architecture theme. What if we
combined Arts & Architecture?
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Walker: We’ll come back to this in the breakout groups and Thursday when we present
the findings.

–

Now for an economic update from Randy Gross:

In 10 years, you’ve lost 30,000 manufacturing jobs. You’ve got an opportunity to fill
that void with heritage tourism.

You’ve got a lot going on here, but it’s hard for someone in California to understand
what the Hills is.

(Carlie note: he’s doing a lot of the same presentation from June. We liveblogged that
presentation. Read it by clicking here.)

More than one-third of your current visitors at the attractions are coming from within
the hills – people from Tupelo visiting Corinth.

Some of your key markets:

Memphis
Jackson
Birmingham
Dallas-Fort Worth
Atlanta
Chicago
Nashville

Five percent of your visitors are coming from overseas. Musical and heritage sites are
very popular for overseas visitors. The visitor base at your attractions are very
different. Visitors at Elvis Birthplace are very different from visitors at Brice’s
Crossroads.

Participation in heritage areas have been slightly declining in past years. This is partly
because school groups that used to visit a site now can look it up and “visit” it online.

25 percent of people visit heritage sites. After age 70, rates drop because of a decrease
in mobility.

Survey data: The more educated a person is, the more likely he/she is likely to visit a
cultural or heritage site such as a museum or historical home.

This heritage area has the potential to attract up to about 75,000 additonal visitors by
2017. Fastest support will be in art/design/music, then in history/Native American and
then in science & industry.

Your events and festival audience is supposed to grow 9.5 percent by 2017. This
potential grown is generated from outside the core areas.

–

Walker:

Time to break up into four planning teams:

Civil War1.
African-American2.
Arts & Lit3.
Architecture4.

Questions for each team:

http://www.ninjacloak.com/index.php/1010110A/465398ac77b4efcf90d...
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Share this:

Written by Carlie Kollath Wells

September 11, 2012 at 2:22 pm

Posted in Business news, Business newsmakers, Mississippi Hills National
Heritage Area, Northeast Mississippi, Tupelo

Key resources in heritage area for this theme to promote and interpret (historic
sites, museums, districts, etc.)?
Approach to preservation, enhancement and stewardship for resources?
Key sub-themes and stories to interpet
Approach to interpretation (tour routes, interpretative centers, interpretation
mediums, etc.)
Approach to marketing the theme and the MS Hills National Heritage Area
Implementation strategies (management, funding, phasing, etc.)

The audience is breaking out into groups. It’s 2:40 now and they are planning to
brainstorm for the next hour. Then, they’ll get back together and discuss some of their
ideas.

The four consultants will take all the ideas and spend the next two days refining them
and coming up with a plan. The plan will be presented at 1:30 p.m. Thursday at the
exhibit center. The meeting is open to the public. But, if you can’t make it, we’ll be
here live-blogging it.

We’ve got to write some stories so we can’t stick around for the brainstorming, but
we’ll be back Thursday with eager ears.

Questions so far?

Related Posts

« Live
from Downtown Tupelo mtg 9/11/12

Natchez Trace hiking trail reopens »

Pingback: Live from Mississippi Hills workshop 9/13/12 « Biz Buzz

Pingback: auto rental costa rica

Pingback: Lawrence

Pingback: legal resources

Pingback: Kliknij

Pingback: national Moving companies

Pingback: how to quit smoking

Pingback: megan fox cirugia plastica

Pingback: Best attorneys referral

Pingback: work at home

Pingback: iphone application maker

Live from
Mississippi Hills
workshop 9/13/12

Live from MS
Heritage Hills board
mtg 12/18/12

Miss. Hills, Natchez
Trace partner on
signage.

Miss. Hills, Natchez
Trace partner on
signage.

Corinth tourism
director resigns

Tupelo tourism
bureau wins big
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Mississippi Hills planning meeting comes to
Columbus
 
Dispatch Staff Report
August 21, 2011 12:36:00 AM
 
TUPELO -- Two regional meetings are being held in August to gather input for the federally-
mandated Management Plan for the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area (MHNHA).  
 
"These meetings are part of a broader process for developing the plan, which will guide the
management of the heritage area over the next 10 years," said Kristy White, executive director of
the Corinth Area Convention and Visitors Bureau and president of the Mississippi Hills Heritage
Area Alliance, the legislatively-appointed local coordinating entity for MHNHA.  
 
"Our heritage area is one of only 49 National Heritage Areas, which are charged with conserving
and interpreting some of America''s greatest cultural, historic and natural treasures," White
commented. 
 
The first meeting will be from 10 a.m. until noon on Tuesday, Aug. 23, at the Renasant Center for
IDEAs, 398 E. Main St., Tupelo.  
 
The second meeting will be from 10 a.m. until noon on Wednesday, Aug. 24, at the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway Development Authority headquarters at 318 7th St. North in Columbus.  
 
Agnes Zaiontz, business manager of the Development Authority, offered to host the meeting in
support of the planning process. "Columbus is a key community within the Mississippi Hills
National Heritage Area, with tremendous heritage assets. The Tenn-Tom Waterway is also a major
resource for the region, and it is important for both Columbus and the Waterway to be represented
in the planning process," Zaiontz stated.  
 
Stakeholders and the general public are invited to attend these meetings, which will introduce
participants to the project and solicit public input on various related issues, including potential
impacts of the Heritage Area on existing cultural and natural resources.  
 
The meetings are not restricted to residents of Tupelo and Columbus, and interested persons from
surrounding communities are invited to attend. Two previous meetings were held at the end of
June in Oxford and Starkville for the same purpose.  
 
The meetings will help to fulfill federal legislative requirements for the Management Plan, as well
as compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. Sessions will be conducted by Phil
Walker of the Walker Collaborative in Nashville, Tenn., in cooperation with MHHAA staff.  
 
Contact Project Coordinator Kent Bain for additional information at kentbain@mshills.org or
662-844-1276. 
 
 
 
Heritage Area 
 
The MHNHA was designated by Congress and the president in April 2009. Although its exact
boundaries are spelled out in its enabling legislation, the borders are, roughly, the Tennessee and
Alabama state lines to the north and east, and Interstate 55 and Highway 14 to the west and south.
 
 
MHNHA covers 19 full counties and portions of 11 others. For more information, visit
mississippihills.org.
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Firm includes Columbus among sites recommended
for cultural center
 
The Associated Press
December 20, 2012 11:29:53 AM
 
TUPELO -- A consulting firm has recommended seven to eight visitors centers to capitalize on the
cultural and tourism heritage in north Mississippi. 
 
The Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal reports that Phil Walker, of Nashville-based Walker
Collaborative, and his team presented findings to the board of the Mississippi Hills Area Alliance. 
 
The Alliance board is in charge of the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area, a federally
recognized region bordered by Mississippi Highway 55 on the west, Highway 14 on the south, the
Tennessee state line on the north and the Alabama state line on the east. The group is funded with
local, state and federal money. 
 
The board has been working with the consultants for several months to put together a
management plan for the heritage area.  
 
The preferred plan Walker presented Tuesday called for interpretive centers to be in Tupelo,
Hernando, Oxford, Holly Springs, Corinth, Pontotoc and Columbus.  
 
The centers in Tupelo and Hernando would have interpretive information for all of the themes
African-American, Civil War, music and literature, Native American and architecture. 
 
After another meeting in Oxford, the consultants will tweak the plan and start putting together
cost estimates and a proposed budget.
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Letters of Commitment 

 
 Mike Armour, Director, Mississippi Appalachian Regional Office 
 Malcolm White, Director of Tourism, Mississippi Development Authority 
 Bob Wilson, Executive Director, Mississippi Main Street Association 
 Kenneth H. P’Pool, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, Mississippi Department 

of Archives and History 
 Lolly Barnes, Executive Director, Mississippi Heritage Trust 
 Jennifer Jameson, Folk and Traditional Arts Director, Mississippi Arts Commission 
 Mike Tagert, Commissioner, Northern District, State of Mississippi Transportation 

Commission 
 Daniel W. Jones, M.D., Chancellor, University of Mississippi 
 Mark E. Keenum, President, Mississippi State University 
 Jim Borsig, Ph.D., President, Mississippi University for Women 
 David L. Beckley, President, Rust College 
 Sharon Gardner, Executive Director, Northeast Mississippi Planning and  

Development District 
 Vernon R. (Randy) Kelley, III, Executive Director, Three Rivers Planning and 

Development District 
 Rupert L. “Rudy” Johnson, Executive Director, Golden Triangle Planning and 

Development District, Inc. 
 David Rumbarger, President/CEO, Community Development Foundation (Tupelo) 
 Mike Clayborne, President, CREATE Foundation 
 Christy Burns, Executive Director, Corinth Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 
 Kim Terrell, Executive Director, DeSoto County Tourism Association 
 Jennifer Gregory, Chief Executive Officer, Greater Starkville Development 

Partnership/Starkville Convention and Visitors Bureau 
 LaKisha Mitchell Buffington, Executive Director, Holly Springs Tourism and  

Recreation Bureau 
 Sean Johnson, Executive Director, New Albany Marketing & Tourism 
 Neal McCoy, Executive Director, Tupelo Convention and Visitors Bureau 
 Mary Allyn Hedges, Director, Visit Oxford 
 Theresa W. Cutshall, Administrator, Tishomingo County Tourism Council 

 
 









 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION 
P. O. BOX 571 
Jackson, MS  39205 
601-576-6940        Fax 601-576-6955 
mdah.state.ms.us 

 
April 14, 2014 

 
 
To:  National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior: 
 
 
On behalf of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH), I would like to express our 
agency’s support for and intent to assist the Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance in the 
implementation of the Management Plan for the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area (MHNHA).  
MDAH regularly funds projects and programs that positively impact the communities and historic 
resources within MHNHA, and MDAH personnel have been involved with various stages in the 
planning and development of MHNHA, including the Management Plan process.   
 
There are numerous National Register sites and districts within MHNHA, as well as over fifteen 
Certified Local Government (CLG) communities.  MDAH will continue to review and approve 
appropriate sites for inclusion on the National Register and to work with qualifying local governments 
on their “certification” into the CLG program. 
 
Further, MDAH will continue to provide technical assistance to communities and sites within the 
MHNHA and will strongly consider proposals from the Alliance for projects and events that benefit the 
historic resources in the region.  
 
In an effort to provide technical assistance to communities, MDAH regularly sponsors workshops for 
communities seeking to add new National Register or locally designated  historic districts, as well as 
directs efforts to encourage various local preservation programs.  Future workshops will cover 
preservation ordinances, preservation commissions, historic districts, and design review guidelines, and 
we would be pleased to co-sponsor these with MHNHA.  Another possible means by which MDAH 
might be able to support MHNHA could be to modify the selection criteria for our grant programs to add 
bonus points to applications from any community in an NHA.   
 
MDAH has been afforded the opportunity to review the entire draft Management Plan and has also been 
provided with a copy of the Goals & Objectives for MHNHA.  Having reviewed the Goals & Objectives 
closely, we are committed to assisting MHNHA in achieving those which fall under our organizational 
mission. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kenneth H. P’Pool 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 































 

 







           March 3, 2014

To:  National Park Service/Department of the Interior,

As the Executive Director of New Albany Marketing & Tourism (NAMT), I would like to express our in-
tent to assist the Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance in the implementation of the Management Plan 
for the Mississippi Hills National Heritage Area (MHNHA).

New Albany has been a dues-paying member of the Alliance since 2010, providing funding and support 
to the organization.  New Albany civic leaders have served on the Alliance’s Board of Directors and par-
ticipated in numerous Management Plan events.

We have been afforded the opportunity to review the entire draft Management Plan and have also been 
provided with a copy of the Goals & Objectives for MHNHA.  Having reviewed the Goals & Objectives 
closely, we are committed to assisting MHNHA in achieving those which fall under our organizational 
mission.

NAMT will continue to support and help guide the Alliance and promote MHNHA.  We will of course 
continue to promote New Albany and its many heritage assets, as well, showcasing the resources that 
make our community a vital and contributing part of the Mississippi Hills NHA. 

We will look for additional opportunities to partner with the Alliance on projects of mutual benefit, and 
aid the organization as it works to preserve, enhance and promote the diverse heritage assets within our 
community and our region.  We will assist the Alliance as it works to expand its partnership base and 
involve other key groups within our community.

New Albany has many valuable heritage resources—including our historic downtown, the Union County 
Heritage Museum and Tanglefoot Trail—to protect and promote, and many intriguing stories to tell.  

New Albany looks forward to continuing its partnership with the Alliance as it expands its critical work 
in service of our community and the entire MHNHA.  

Sincerely,

Sean Johnson
Executive Director,
New Albany Marketing & Tourism

135 E. Bankhead | New Albany, Mississippi 38652 | 662.534.1047 | www.visitnewalbany.com

S. Johnson
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