Environmental Assessment
Continued Lake Trout Suppression on Quartz Lake & Lake Trout Removal and Bull Trout Conservation in the Logging Lake Drainage
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"...except as necessary to meet minimum requirements for the administration of the area for the
purpose of this Act..."

-- The Wilderness Act of 1964

Project Title: |Quartz/Logging Lake Trout Suppression/Bull Trout Conservation

MRDG STEP 1
Determine if Administrative Action is Necessary

Description of the Situation
What is the situation that may prompt administrative action?

Glacier National Park contains about one third of the natural lake core areas supporting migratory bull trout
(native adfluvial populations) in the U.S., yet is losing these populations to invasive, non-native lake trout.
Lake trout have invaded 9 of 12 accessible lakes on the west side of the park, threatening the persistence of
bull trout populations. Lake trout displace bull trout when introduced, and data shows this occurring in park
lakes. Without action, these ecologically unique bull trout populations face continued decline and functional
extinction. Glacier National Park is critically important in range-wide conservation and recovery of
Endangered Species Act (ESA) listed bull trout, and Logging and Quartz lakes have been identified as a high
priority for conservation and recovery. The National Park Service (NPS) has statutory responsibilities under
the ESA to assist in bull trout recovery. In response, the NPS and U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) initiated an
experimental project in Quartz Lake to reduce or eliminate lake trout. Results are promising and underscore
the urgency to continue suppression activities to prevent continued loss of remaining bull trout populations.
Glacier National Park is proposing to continue lake trout removal efforts on Quartz Lake while initiating a new
experimental lake trout removal and bull trout conservation project on Logging Lake.

Glacier National Park













































































































