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APPENDIX E: PUBLIC SCOPING MATERIALS 2007 AND 2009

The following scoping notice and press release were produced and used during public scoping activities
conducted for this project in 2007 and 20009.

SCOPING NOTICE
Restoration of Mountain Yellow-legged Frogs
and High Elevation Lakes and Streams
Environmental Analysis

National Park Service — Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks
January 2007

SCOPING NOTICE

The National Park Service is conducting an emvironmental analysis for proposed restoration of mountain
yellow-legged frogs and high elevation lakes and streams at several areas within Sequoia and Kings
Canvon National Parks in Californfa. [f you would like more information than is presented in this notice,
please contact Wendy Koelfgen. NEPA Specialist, at wendy_koelfgen@nps.gov or (559) 565-3102.

BACKGROUND in Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks may

The mountain yellow-legged frog (MYLF) is a be very imponant for recovery of the species.

species that only occurs in the high Sierra Nevada

and the mountains of southern California (Fig 1). It WE NEED YOUR HELP

is an important species whose presence or absence Over the next several months, a National Park

affects the natural ecology of Sierra Nevada lakes Service (NPS) interdisciplinary planning team will

and associnted shoreline environments conduct the environmental analysis for a long-temm
project to restore MYLFs and high elevation lakes

Bad News — The frog has disappeared from about and streams in SEKI, based on the successful

92% of its istoric sites in the Sierra Nevada and is experimental work over the last several years.

a candidate for federal listing as “endangered”

under the Endangered Species Act. The frog’s Ag part of the NEPA process, the NPS would like to

existence is threatened by cumulative impacts from hear from yon. Do you have any comments,

trout populations that were introduced to naturally recommendations, issues, or concerns about the

fishless habitats, and a new pathogen, chytnd project? Your participation is important for our

fimgns, The MYLF is declining rapidly and could success and the future of the MYLF and high

become extinet within a decade, elevation lakes and streams,

Good News — Hope is not lost. Scientists in
Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks (SEKI)
Iave seen significant frog population expansions
after experimentally removing trout in six lakes
beginmng in 2001 (Fig. 2). Although chytnd fungus
could impact these populntions, there is some
evidence of chytrid resistance emerging in sites that
had large frog populations prior to infection.

Within the MYLF range, only a few other
restoration efforts are in progress. The California
Department of Fish and Game has a program
restoning about a dozen lakes, and Yosemite
Natiomal Park is considering restoration of a few
lakes in the fignre. A park-wide restoration program
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Figure 1. Adult and lnrval mountain yellow-legged frogs
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Original 6 Restoration Lakes: 2001 - 2006
Frog density increased as fish were removed
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Figure 2, Change from 2001 1o 2006 m average density
of mountain vellow-legged tadpoles and frogs measured
per survey per lake in six restoration lakes in Sequo
and Kings Canyon National Parks in which introduced
trout were removed beginmng i 2001

NPS MANAGEMENT POLICIES

The environmental analysis will adhere to guidance
provided in the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) and NP'S Management Policies 2006. The
Tatter document provides guidance for management
of all aspects of NPS units, including general
principles for managing biological resources
(section 4.4.1). In this section, it states that “the
NPS will maintain as parts of the natural
ccosvstems of parks all plants and animals native (o
park ccosvstems” and “will successfully maintain
native plants and animals by:

1) preserving and restoring the natural abundances,
diversities, dynamics, distributions, habitats, and
behaviors of native plant and animal populations
and the communitics and ecosystems in which they
oceur;

2) restoning native plant and animal populations in
parks when they have been extirpated (gone locally
extingt) by past human-caused actions; and

3) minimizing human impacts on native plants,
animals, populations, communifics, and ccosystems,
and the processes that sustain them.”

In addition, NPS Management Policies 2006 states
inscction 4,4.1,1 that the NPS will:

“prevent the introduction of exotic specics into
units of the national park system, and remove, when
possible, or otherwise contain individuals or
populations of these species that have already
become established in parks.”

PURPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of this project is to preserve and
restore populations of MY LFs and other native
animals in high clevation lakes and streams at select
sites in SEKI. This project will enhance protection
for these native animal populations from the direct
and indirect cffects caused by the presence of
introduced trout in naturally fishless habitats.

Introduced trout oceur in approximately 570 lakes
and ponds in SEKI. Their prescnce compromiscs
reproduction by MYLFs, climinates large aquatic
invertebrates and zooplankton, and reduces the food
available to other wildlife. In turn, the presence of
introduced trout in lakes and streams across SEKI's
landscape has fragmented the remaining MYLF
populations and drastically reduced the frog's
abilily to re-establish populations that go extinct,

I'his project will create clusters of fishless habitat in
several areas across SEKIL. This will ereate more
favorable conditions for the persistence of MYLFs,
native animal populations, and natural ccosystem
processes. This also will create new opportunitics
for visitors 1o expenence the wildlife of pnstine
wilderness lakes and streams, while continuing (o
provide ample opportunitics for recreational fishing,

The need for this project is to:

* Prevent further loss of ecological function
provided by MYLFs:

e Prevent further loss of genetic diversity in
MYLFs;

e Help maintain geographic distribution of
MYLFs:

¢ Restore naturally functioning aquatic
ecosystems within restoration areas,

PROPOSED ACTION

The NPS proposes to remove introduced trout
populations from additional lakes and adjacent
streams in Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks
(SEKI). The restoration areas will be chosen using
the best available scientific studics.

I'here are approximately 570 lakes and ponds that
contain introduced trout in these parks, and SEKI 15
considenng removing introduced troul from $-15%
of these sites. This equates to roughly 30-85 lakes
and ponds in which introduced trout would be
removed to restore MYLFs and aquatic ccosystems.
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Looking at this from another perspective, 85-95%
of introduced tront populations would remain in
these parks and continue to atlow for recreational
fishing opportunities in approximately 485-540
lakes and ponds,

Managers estimate that restoration of 30-85 lakes
and ponds would take approximately 15-30 years
and would:

¢ Create small clusters of connected fishless lakes
and streams in several areas in SEKI,

* Allow MYLF and other native animal
populations to expand,

o [mprove connectivily between remaining
MYLF populations,
Preserve genetic diversity in MYLFs;
Continue to provide ample opportunities for
recreational fishing across SEKL

The current methodology of physically removing
fish using gill nets and ¢lectrofishers takes one crew
about five seasons to fully remove trout from three
lakes. This works out to an average of less than one
lake restored per crew per year. To increase the rate
of restoration in both lakes and streams, SEKI is
evaluating alternatives that remove introduced trout
using both physical and chemical means,

PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES

An internal scoping was conducted to develop
preliminary altematives. All possible altematives
are being considered and analyzed to determine
whether they meet the project purpose and need.
The following preliminary alternatives are being
considered for evaluation by the NEPA process:

Alternative 1 - No Removal of Introduced Trout
to Restore MYLKs (No Actlon Alternative)
This altemative involves no removal of introduced
tront to restore MYLFs and high elevation lakes and
streams. Negative effects by introduced trout on
MYLF and other native amimal populations would
confinue (o oceur al their current level, with the
MYLF remaining in jeopardy of going extinct.

a

Alternative 2 — Integrated Physical and

Chemical Treatment (Proposed Action)
This altemative involves physically removing
introduced trout using gill nets and electrofishers
from sites where this method is feasible, and
chemically removing introduced trout using
piscicides from sites where physical removal is not
feasible. It also includes reintroducing MYLFs to
sites where they have been extirpated using the
closest genetic forms available, and continuing (o
encourage research on MYLFs, chytrid fungus and
its management, and the ecological functioning of
high mountain lakes and streams.

Alternative 3 — Physical Treatment Only

This altemative involves physically removing
mtroduced trout using gill nets and electrofishers
fromi sites where this method is feasible, and no
chemical removal of introduced trout. It includes
reintroducing MYLFs to sites where they have been
extirpated and encouraging the research described
above. This altemative reduces the amount of
habatar that can be restored but elininates impacts
from fish piscicides. Restoration of large deep lakes
and sites with extensive stream systems would not
be possible with this altemative.

Alternative 4 — Chemlical Treatment Only

This altemative involves chemically removing
introduced trout using piscicides from selected
sites, and no physical removal of introduced trout. It
includes reintroducing MYLFs to sites where they
have been extirpated and encouraging the research
described above. This allernative maximizes the
amount of habitat that can be restored annually but
the pescicides cause temporary environmental
tmpacts of their own, particularly to stream
invertebrates, This altemative is being considered
only becanse the MYLF is declining rapidly.
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ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT
REJECTED

Biologlcal Treatments — Use of sterile predatory
fish to remove introduced tront populations is not

acceptable due to high risks of 1) introducing exotic
species to national parks and 2) unlimited feeding
by these predatory fish on MYLFs and other native
animals. This action also would involve excessive
cost and complex regulatory permitting.

Captive Breeding & Relntroduction of MYLFs —
Remove MYLFs from some populations to breed

them in captivity, and then reintroduce individuals
back into SEK1 lakes and ponds, This action was
dismissed due to the failure of exigting efforts to
successfully breed MYLFs in captivity in southem
California, and due to the excessive costs needed to
1) develop facilities, 2) transpont animals in and out
of high elevation Wilderness, and 3) research and
resolve the complex issues associated with captive
breeding of sensitive amphibian species.

PRELIMINARY RESOURCE
CONSIDERATIONS

Resource considerations which will be evaluated for
cach altemative include:

+ Wildlife

+ Vegetation

+ Air qnahty

+ Water Quality

+ Geologic Resources

+ Wilderness

+ Health and Safety

+ Scenic Resources

4 Natural Soundscapes

# Recreation

+ Archeological Resources

NEPA PROCESS AND TIMELINE

The overall planning process is anticipated to
extend over a peniod of approximately 8 months.
Project milestones include;

+ Project Initiation: Oct 2006
“» Public Scoping: Jan 2007
% Amalysis & Consultation: Feb 2007
** Document Preparation: Mar 2007
“+ Public Review: Apr 2007
< Final Decision Document: Jun 2007

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

We want your comments! Anyone interested in
this planning effort is encouraged to visit:

http: //parkplanning .nps gov/parkHome.ofm?parkid =342
which will contain information on current project
activities,

Before including your address, phone number, e-
mail address, or other personal identifying
informatian in your comment, you should be
aware that your entire comment = including your
personal identifying information — may be made
publicly available at any time. While you can ask
us in your comment to withhold your personal
identifying information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.
Anonymous comments may not be considered.
Comments can be emailed to:
SEKI_Superintendent@nps.gov, or you may
retumn the attached comment form to:

National Park Service

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks
47050 Generals Highway

Three Rivers, California 93271

Attn: Compliance Office

WHAT'S NEXT?

Once we have received and reviewed the scoping
commenss, we will begin revising and analyzing the
alternatives. The next step will be wnting the
analysis, available for review in spring 2007.

Thank you for your interest in Sequoia and Kings
Canyon National Parks and your participation in the
restoration of mountain yellow-legged frogs and
high elevation lakes and streams.

E-4
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Scoping Comment Form
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, California
Restoration of Mountain Yellow-legged Frogs and High Elevation Lakes and Streams
Environmental Analysis

Please respond to the following questions and return this form by February 6, 2007. You may attach
additional pages if needed. Also, include your name, mailing address and email address (if applicable) in the
space provided below. Thank you again for your interest in Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks’ Aquatic
Resources Program.

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that your entire comment — including your personal identifying information — may be
made publicly available at any time. While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. Anonymous comments may not be
considered.

What issues would you like to see addressed?

What alternatives or restoration strategies would you like to see addressed?

Do you have additional information, concerns, or other comments about the proposal?

Please check the box if you would like to remain on the mailing list to receive additional information
concerning this proposal.

Name: E-Mail:
Street/Box #:
City, State, Zip Code:

Mail To: OR Email To:

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks SEKI_Superintendent@nps.gov
Attn: Compliance Office

47050 Generals Highway

Three Rivers, CA 93271
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Restoration of Mountain Yellow-
legged Frogs and High Elevation
Lakes and Streams
Environmental Analysis

SEQUOIA AND KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARKS
California

Fold along lme and tape closed

Place

Postage
Here

SEQUOIA AND KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARKS
Attn: Compliance Office
47050 Generals Highway
Three Rivers, California 93271
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National Park Service Office of the Supermiendent
U.S. Department of the Interior 47050 Generals Highway
Three Rivers, CA 53271-9651

(559) 5656-3131 phona
(558) 565-3730 fax
hitp Siwww.nps, goviseki

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks
News Release

For Immediate Release - October 7, 2009
Contact Adrienne Freeman: (559) 565-3131

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Park will be preparing an environmental impact statement (EIS) for
u plan to restore high elevation aguatic ¢cosystems and mountain yellow-legged frogs within their historic
range in the parks. A notice of intent to prepare an EIS was published today in the Federal Register
provides more information on the proposal,

I'here are approximately 560 lakes and ponds within the parks that contain introduced trout, and removal
of these non-native species from up to 15% of these sites will be considered. This project is needed to
preserve and restore aquatic ecosystems and populations of native species, including mountain vellow-
fegged frogs in high elevation lakes and streams, creating new opportunities for visitors (0 experience
native wildlife yet also maintaining recreational fishing opportunities.

Initially public scoping was conducted in carly 2007, and it was anticipated an environmental assessment
(EA) would be prepared to analyze the project, During that time, the parks received comments from over
30 different sources. As staf began the environmental analysis and re-examined information provided by
the public, it became clear that the project had the potential for significant impacts on the human
environment, There was a level of controversy associated with the proposal, potential for uncertainty and
both adverse and beneficial consequences, and unigue and unforeseeable environmental impacts, For
these reasons, in carly 2009 the Superintendent determined that an E1S would be prepared. An EIS is a
more comprehensive document that is prepared when a federal action may result in a significant impact
on the human cnvironment.

All scoping comments received 1o date are included in the official administrative record; the Scoping
Summary Report includes all comments and information obtained to date and is available on-line at
hup: s parkplanning nps.govisekl, 1Uis not necessary for previous letters to be resubmitted: however if
prior respondents have new issees or information they wish to bring forward then new letters should be
submitted. The public can submit comments on the project until November 21, 2009, online at:
http:/parkplanning.nps.gov/seki, by email at SEKI_Planning @ nps,gov., or by writing:

Superintendent

Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks
47050 Generals Highway

Three Rivers, CA 93271

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in
your comment, You should be aware that your entire comment - including your personal identifying
information - may be made publicly available at any time. While you can ask us in your comment to
withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot gunrantee that we will be
able to do so.

- NPS -
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