[image: AH_large_BW_a_pc]Proposed Fire Management Actions for 2013 at Rancho Corral de Tierra
de Tierra 

[image: ]
The National Park Service (NPS) is soliciting input on fire management actions proposed for late summer 2013 for portions of Rancho Corral de Tierra (Rancho) where vegetated parklands border directly with private residences within adjacent communities between Half Moon Bay and Devil’s Slide in San Mateo County. There are two concurrent planning efforts underway involving fire management at Rancho and the NPS is soliciting your input on both. These are:
1) Proposed 2013 Fire Management Actions for Rancho slated for later this summer, and
2) Draft GGNRA Fire Management Plan (FMP) Amendment for Rancho which would add long range wildland fire management planning for Rancho to the park-wide FMP adopted in 2006. The Draft FMP Amendment for Rancho is available for review and comment through the NPS Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC) website: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/RCDTFMP.
This announcement focuses on the Proposed 2013 Fire Management Actions for Rancho. 
With the objective of creating zones of reduced fuels, mowlines would be cut on NPS lands as close to the common boundary with private parcels as the terrain allows; the mowing equipment cannot operate on steep or uneven slopes. Mowlines set close to the common boundary would build upon the effectiveness of the defensible space[footnoteRef:1] the homeowner already maintains within their property. Areas where the Rancho boundary abuts a paved roadway or a stream drainage already benefit from a permanent zone of reduced fuels in the form of pavement or fire-relatively fire resistant wetland or riparian vegetation.  [1:  Defensible space refers to the natural and landscaped area around a home or other structure that has been modified to reduce fire hazard. More information on creating defensible space for your property can be found at http://www.firesafesanmateo.org/resources/defensible-space. ] 

The proposed Harbour Mowline, shown above, would parallel the rear lot lines of the homes on Harbour Drive and Coral Reef Avenue. The proposed 60-foot wide mowline, roughly 0.25 miles long, would provide 2-acres of reduced fuels within which firefighters could safely operate equipment to fight a wildfire or structural fire, should the need arise. The proposed mowline, sited at the park boundary, would supplement existing defensible space in the neighborhood. 
The proposed San Carlos Mowline, also shown above, would run parallel and upslope from the rear lot lines of homes on San Carlos Avenue. Because of the terrain, the mowline would be roughly 12 feet wide, the width of the existing level track behind the homes. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Existing wood piles, marked with a star on the image above, were part of a prior fuels reduction project and would be removed either by pile burning, chipping or hauling. 
The NPS is requesting your comments on these Proposed 2013 Fire Management Actions for Rancho. Comments may be made through the NPS Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC) website: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/RCDTFMP. For more information, contact goga_planning@nps.gov or 415-561-4700.
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