SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PFARK

Sipnificance statcments wlentily the resources and values
central o managing the park and express the mmportance of
the park to our natural and cultural hentage.

s (real Falls Park contributes to creating and presenving
the spectacular scenic views of the Potomac River Falls,
the Potomac River Gorge and the Polomac Pahisades

# 'The park contains one of the first canal systems built in
the country (17583-1802) ofien relemed to as Georpe
Washington's “Dream Canal™. This National Historie
Landmark was one of the first river navigational
systems that supporled trade with the Wl

e Despite s urban location, the Polomac Gorge 15 one of
the most noleworthy natural areas i the National Park
mystem, It extends 15 miles along the Potomac Raver,
from a location above Great Ialls south 1o Theodore
Roosevelt Tsland, Thie o the wnusaal hydiogenlogy, the
Croees 1s one of the country’s most biologically diverse
arens serving as a meeting place for more than 200 rare
plant species and communitics, 10 also conlams a
diversity of hahitats of the scowred bediock floodplam
colnmuniies,

e The Gewge on the Potomac River drams a watershed of
approximately 14,670 square miles from four states
(Virginia, Maryland, West Virgine and Peonsylvam),
muking 1 the seeond largest conmibutor to the Chesa-
peake Bay,

s (irent Falls Park s home to one of the few known
Mative American petroglyphs in the Washinglon metro-
politan arca,

s  Greal Falls Park offers a diversity of resource-hased
reereéaliomal experiences in close proxinuty to the
nation’s ¢apital. Activities range from picnicking,
puided ranger proprams. hiking, horse back riding.,
hicyeling through scenie wooded trails, rock chmbing
alang the (Gorge, to wlite water activities on the river

cance, and mission of the park; idenlilies ssues and desined
futures: and collects data related to the 1ssues. The second
step includes compiling and analyzing public comments on
issues: and identifving altemative approaches for managing
the park. The third step consists of identifying a preferred
alternative and preparing a draft GMP/ELS that evaluates the
environmental impacts of the alternatives, The final slep
consists of prepanng a final GMPELS and ineludes re-
sponses to public comments on the draff document.

WHAT ISSTES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED BY THE GMP?

Thie following are o fow of the preblimioaey issues o be addeessed in
this general managament plan, W would like your ideas and
comments on these ansd any acbitional sy and conces il you
may have

Access amd Cirenlation

THE PLANNING PROCESS

Activity Anticipated Public Involvement
Date
Gallen srfommabonfdentdy  Winker 0200 Scoping mesting.
551G Wewsister & webails mout
Develop & cvaluale Winter D203 [0 Spring  Fublic mesting, Mewsleter
altematives a3 & wshsia input

[derdily & prefensd

Sprieg o Fal (13
atterrativi, prepare draf

Public review of draf, pubfic
meefing & weheita inpu

GMPEIS
Reviae & publish fnal Wirder 03 b Summer Finzl Plan dizinboted
GMPELS - pubic

Vehicular Access to the Park: Old Dommion Drive provides the
anly public vehicular access to the park. During peak visitation
pertod, this road gets congested adversely affecting the expericnae of
visors, and impacting neighboring residents, park officinls and
emergency access to the park

Multiple Non-Vehleular Aceess Locations: The park seaff does ot
currently monitor the non-motonzed entrances, and cherefore, has no
control over who accesses the park from these locanans

Social Trails: There are a number of locations in the park where
viswors wander away from assigned trails and ereate “social” trails, A
number of these social rmls have the patential to damage significant
cultural and sensitive natural resources

Conflict Between Users: The park statt often finds visitors such as
bikers or horse riders on trails that are not open 1o them

Natwral & Culivral Resvurce Munagement/Proteciion

lpact of Rock Climbing oo Seasitive Vegetation: Existing and
incressane demand for rock elinibing causes concern due Lo the
sensitive ceosystern that exists along the edee of the Gorge,
Conflict between Vepetation & Cuollural Resources: Existing notive
vegeranon, such s lirge estshlished trees thal prow on the walls of
the Patowmzck Canal, cose coneern as they can sienilicant]y
damage the srructural imtegrity as well us the inlerpretive guality of
the cultural resourees. The Park hes oomaodale w preserve existing
vepetnon, ds well os the eoftural nseorees, which causes a cenllict
betwoen the management of the bwo Tesources,

Conflict hetween Visitor Access & Preservalion: [n corlain
locations, existing mails providing aceess wr coltural resnorees b
cause concem due to the potendal damage from cxiensive use,

Fisiror Activities

"The planning process involves four broad steps. During the
first step, the planning team reaflirms the purpose, signifi-

Increasing demand for Rock Climbing: Increasing competition for
the climbing routes could patentially impact visiror experience, and
be detrimental to the existing climbing resource.

“sitor Safety: Thees have been 2 number of cases where visibors
have suffered serioos ijuries while wking part n activities along the
TIVET.

Facilities

Space for I'ark Staft: [he exisnung office facilites are madeguate e
the current staff size and the visitor cenrer building does not offer
opportumities for expansion.

Ingdequate Comfort Facilities: Existing combort (restroom)
facilities are madeguate to handle the amount of visitors accessing the
park during peak periods and special events.
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