WHAT IS A GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLANY

A Guoeral Management Plan (GMP) provides a vision lur
the future of a park unit and o pracical Tramewerk for
decigion-making. It provides puidance on how to best
profect park resources, how to provide for quality visilor
experiences, and how to manage visilation and visitor use. It
will involve identifying goals hased on legislative mient of
the park, analyzng existing conditions and future possibili-
lies, and then determining the best course of action 1o
accamphish these goals, The plan will nol include Taedity
design, resolution of all deniified issues, or guarantee
funding [or the park. Rather, it will deseribe the general path
the: National Park Service mtends to follow in managzing
{(ireat Falls Park over the next 10w 15 yeary,

To comply wilh the National FEnvironmental Policy Act, an
environmental impact statement (C15) will be preparcd
concurrently with the GMP, which will identily significant
issues and concerns facing the park, present a reasonable

range of management alternatives, and analyze the effects ol

the alternatives, Studies will also be done on lransportation
1ssues and the managemenl of the park as part of a national
secnie byway.

Public involvement will be a key compaonenl in the prepara-
ton of the GMIYEIS. This newsletter pravides information
on the planning process and how you can be involved in that
PrUCCss.,

BRIEF PLANNING HISTORY OF THE PARK

T 19311, Congress passed the Capper-Cramton Acl authoriz-
ing the acquisition, establishment, and development of the
George Washington Moemorial Parkway. This Act meluded
specific provision for the luture “protection and preservation
of the natural scenery of the Gorge and the Great Falls of the
Patomac and the preservation of the histonie Patenwmack
Canal,”™ A subscquent amundment (Public Law 699, 797
Congrress) mandated the National Park Service to proserve
the canal:

In 1952 Fairfax County, Virginia, purchased 16 of the 300
aeres of Tanid now known as Great Falls Park, from the then
awner Potomae Electric Power Company (PEPCO). Fairfax
County operated a carousel on thuir praperty until it was
destroved in 1972 by hurricans Agnes.

In 1960 the National Park Service leased the remainder of
the propurly Iram PEPCO and the National Park Service and
Fairiax County Park Authonty jointly administered the land,
[n 1906 the National Park Service became sole owner of the
land and started operations ol Great Falls Park as a umt of
the George Washinglon Memorial Parkoway.

Tuday, Great Falls Park 15 managed as a natural and recre-
ational area with an historic zone and a developoed vone. The
remaing of Patowmack Canal, Matilduwville, and associated
ruins are within the park’s boundary and are histed on the

Matienal Register of Historic Places. The Palowrmack Canal
lias been designated a Nalional Histone Landmark and a
Natiomal Historical Civil Engineering Landmark,

For the past five years members from the Hapers Ferry
Historie Preservation Training Team have been working on
aur [ive=year stabilization/restoration plan for failing
sections ol the walls of the Patowmack Canal. Additionally,
archealogical investizations were conducted recently on
various sections of the FPalowmack Canal that provided the
park with valuable cultural information,

Currently, plans are underway to replace the exhibins in the
parls’s visitor center as well as niplace the wayside exhibits
that are scattered throughoul the park.

PURPOSES OF THE PARK

Purpose statements provide the loundation for management
and use of cach unil ol the national park svsiem, The
fisllowing draft purpose statements for Great alls Park arc
based on the enabling legislation {Capper=Cramton Act of
19307 and laws and policics poverning the management of
all malional parks.

{ireat Falls Park was established, as a sile within (reorge
Washington Memauorial Parkway, to preserve and protect the
natural seenery of the Potomae Baver Gorge, the Greal Falls
of the Potomac River and the historic Patowmack Canal for
future generations. This upland piedmont forest has been the
focal point of human history Irom the Native Americans
who ulilived the ravine and woodland resources, through the
effarts of George Washington to comstruel a canal that
cireumvented the falls in oeder o trade with the YWest, to the
preservation and recreational activities of recent generations.
The park’s notable features provide visitors a chanee  lor
recreation in a superlative green space within the metropoli-
tan Washington arca, and opportunities tor visitors 1o gain
an understanding of the natural and cultral resources, amd
the secial, and political values of the Amencan people.
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PARK
Significance statements identity the resources and values
central to managing the park and express the importance of

the park 1o our natursl and cultural henlage.

= (ireat Falls Park contributes to creating and preserving

the spectacular seenie views ol the Polomeae River Falls,

U Potemmae River Crorpe and the Potomac Palisades.

e The park conlans one ol the iest canal systems built o
the country (17851802 often referred to as George
Washington s “Dream Canal”, This National Ilistoric
Landmark was one of the first river navigalional
systems thal suppored trade wath the West,

e Dhespite ils urhan location, the Pedomac Gorge s ane of

the most noteworthy natural arcas in the National Park
Systern, [t extends 15 miles along the Potomac River,
[rom a location above Groal Falls south o Theodore
Raonsevelt Island, Due to the unusual hyvdrogeology, the
Crorge 15 one of the country’s most biologically diverse
areas serving as 2 moeeling place for o than M0 rare
planl species and communities, Italse contams a
diversity of halatats of the scoured bedrock floodplain
communities,

e The Gorge on the I'otomac River drains a watershed of
approximalely 14,670 square miles Teoan four states
(Virgimia, Maryland, West Virginia and Pennsylvamal,
making it the second largest contributor to the Chesa-
peake Tay.

s (reat Falls Park is home to one of the few known
Boalivie American pelroglyphs o the Washington metro-
politan area.

= (ireal Falls Park offers a diversity of resource-hased
recreational experiences in close proximity to the
nation’s capilal. Activilics range from piemcking,
puided ranger programs, hiking, horse back nding,
hieveling through scenic wooded trails, rock climbing
along the Gorge, to white waler aclivitics on Lhe river,

cance, and mission ol the park: identifies ssues and desired
futures; and collects data related to the issues. The second
step ineludes compiling and analyzimge pobhe comments o
isanes: and identilying allernative approaches tor managing
the park. Lhe third step consists of identifving a preferred
alternative and preparing a drall GMEELS thal evaluales the
coviranmenlal impacts ol the allematives. The tinal step
consists of preparing a final GMPELS and includes re
sponses 1o public comments on the draft document.

THE PLANNING PROCESS

Activity

Anticipated Public Involvement

Date

Gather saformationddentty  Winkar DR Sonping masking,

isaLes Meyesizller & websile gt
Develop & svaluate Wmter AUE G Spiing Pailic maating, Mawsletar
alEmaivas 3 & wkrs e inpul

Iderdify a prefarrsd
afterrativa; prepara drat

Pualic reviaw of deaft, sublic
meeling & webails inpd

Epring o F2li03

GMPELRS
Ravize & publish fnal Wirier 03 b Sumimnes Final Plan distnbuled i
GMAES {4 plikliz

The planming process involves foor bred steps. Doring 1he
(irst step, the planiung team reatfirms the purpose, signifi-

WHAT ISSUES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED BY THE GMPY

The follewing are a few of the preliminary ssues o be addressed m
this general manzgement plan, We would like voor deas and
conmnoents on these and any additional issves and concerns that you
rnay have.

Aeeess and Cirealation

only publie vehicolar aceuss to the park. Dumg peak visilation
perikl, this mad gets conpested wlhversely alleating he experience of
visitors, und irmpacting weighborieg residents, pack oflicials and
ernerpeney acvoss e the park,

Multiple Non-Vehicnlar Aceess Locations: The park stall does not
enrrenely momicer the non-rngtorizasd entranees, wel therelore, bas no
control over who accesses the park e hese locations.,

Social Trails: Thore are a number of Tocations o the park whee
visitors wander away from assigned wails wel create “secial’ vails A
aumber of these soctal frails have the potential o damage sipnelicant
cultoral and sensitive natural resonries,

Conflict Between Users: The park staff often finds wisitors such as
bikers or horse riders on trails thar are not open to them

Natural & Culteral Resowece Mawagement/Proteciion

Impact of Rock Climbing on Sensitive Vegetation: Lixising and
increasing demand for rock climbing causes concern due 1o (he
sensitive poosvstem that exists along the edge of the Gorge,
Conflict between Yegetation & Cultural Resources: Lixising native
vegelation, such as large established wees that grow on the walls of
the Patownrack Canal, cavse concern as they can significantly
damage the sirvetwal nteprity as well as the interpredive guality of
the culiural resources, The Park has a mandate w presenve exastng
vegetation, as well as the cultural resources, which causes 4 condlct
between the manageiment of the wao resourses,

Conflict between Visitor Aceess & Preservation: [n certai
loculions, existing ails providing access w cullural resources akso
cavse concerm due Lo the pelential damage from extensive use,

Fivitar Aefivities

Increasing demand for Bock Climbing: Tnereusing cempetition (o
the elimbing rontes conld porentially impaet visicr eepuricnee, amd
be deteimental o the exisiing climbing resoures

Visitor Safety: Theve bave been 2 number of cases where visitors
nave suffered serious ijurics while taking par in activilies along the
nver

Fuetlitivs

Space for Park Stallz The cxisting ofTice lacilites ace inadeguate for
the current slalf st ad e visicer center buildiog does oot offer
apportunitics for expansion

Inadequate Comfort Facilifies: Lxisting eomfort {resoroom)
factlities are madequare to kandle the amount of visitrs acvessimy, e
park during peak porieds and special evenls,
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SIGNIFICANCE OF TIHE PARK
Signifcance statements identity the resources and values
central to managing the park and express the importanc: of

the park e our natursl and cultural henlage.

= (ireat Falls Park contributes to creating and preserving

the spectacular seenie views el the Pulomae River Falls,

Uhe Potemmae River Coorpe and the Potomac Palisades.

e The park conlains one ol the lest canal systems built o
the country (17851802 often referred to as George
Washington's “Dream Canal”, This National Historic
Landmark was one of the first river navigalional
systems thal supported trade wath the West,

e Dhespite ils urhan location, the Potomac Gorge is ane of

the most noteworthy natural areas in the National Park
Svstern, [t extends 15 miles along the Potomac River,
[rom a localion above Groal Falls south o Theodore
Ronsevelt Island, Due to the unusual hyvdrogeology, the
Crorge 13 one of the country’s most biologically diverse
areas serving as 2 moeeling place for o than M0 rare
plant species and communities. [talse contams a
diversity of halatats of the scoured bedrock floodplain
communities,

e The Gorge on the Potomac River drains a watershed of
approximalely 14670 square miles Trom four states
(VMirgimia, Maryland, West Virginia and Pennsylvamal,
making it the second largest contributor to the Chesa-
peake Bay.

e (ireat Falls Park is home to one of the few known
Moalivie American pelraglyphs o the Washington metro-
politan area.

s (ireal Falls Park offers a diversity of resource-hased
recreational experiences in close proximity to the
nation’s capilal. Activilics range from piemcking,
puided ranger programs. hiking, horse back nding,
hieveling through scenic wooded trails, rock climbing
along the Gorge, to white waler aclivitics om The river,

cance, and mission al' the park: identifies ssues and desired
futures; and collects data related to the issues. The second
step ineludes compibing and analyzimge poblie comments o
issnes: and identilying allernative approaches tor managing
the park. Uhe thud step consists of wdentifyving a preferred
alternative and preparing a drall GMEEIS thal evaluales the
coviranmenlal impacts ol the allematives. The tinal step
consists ol preparing a final GMPELS and includes re-
sponses 1o public comments on the draft document.

THE PLANNING PROCESS

Activity

Anticipated Public Involvement

Date

Gather aformationddentty  Winkar D2 Sonpiag maeting,

is3Les Mzl & websile mpul
Develop & saluste Wiater LA G Spiing Puinlic maating, Mawsletar
aemaivas 13 & wkrs e il

Iderdify o prefarsd
afterrativa; prepara drat

Puzalic raviaw of deaft, sublic
meeling & webails inpd

Epring b F2li03

GMPELS
Ravize & publish fnal Wirder 03t Summer Final Flan distibuled
GMAES e pLitliz

The planming process invelves foor broead steps. Doring 1he
first step, the planning team reatfirms the purpose, signiti-

WHAT ISSUES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED BY THE GMPY

The follewing are a few of the preliminary ssues to be addressed m
this general manzgement plan, We would like vour wdeas and
conmnoents on these and any additional issues and concerns that you
rnay have.

Aevess and Cirealuation

only pablie vehicolar aeuss fo the park. Dumg peak visilation
perikl, this mad pets conpested whversely alleating he experience of
visitors, und irnpacimg reighborieg residents, pack oflicials and
ernerpeney acvoss e the park,

Multiple Non-Vehicnlar Access Locations: The park stall does not
enrenely momicer the non-rigtorizasd entranees, wel therelore, has mo
control over whio accesses the park e hese locations.,

Social Trails: Thore are a number of locations i the park whee
visitors wander sway from wssizned rails and creale Ssocial’ wails A
aumher of these snetal trails have the pontial o damage signelicant
cultoral and sensitive natural resonries.,

Conflict Between Users: The park staff often finds wisitors sich as
bikers or horse riders on trails thar are not open to them

Naturel & Culferal Resonece Management/Proteciion

Impact of Rock Climbing on Sensitive Vegetation: Lixising and
increasing demand for rock climbing cavses covcern due o the
sensitive peosvstem that exists along the edge of the Gorge,
Conflict between Yegetation & Cultural Resources: Lixisting native
vegelation, such as large established wees that grow o the walls of
the Patownzack Canal, cavse concern as they can significantly
damage the stvetwal nteprity os well as the interpredive guality of
the culiural resources, The Park has a mandate w presenve exasting
vegetation, as well as the cultural resources, which causes o contlict
between the manageiment of the wao resourses,

Confliel between Visitor Access & Preservation: [n certam
loculions, exisling adls providing access o cullural resowrces also
cavse coneern due Lo the pelential damage from extensive use,

Fivitar Acfivities

Increasing demand for Bock Climbing: Tnereasing campetilion (o
the climbing rontes conld poentially impact visitr eepuricnee, wmd
be detrimental o the existing climbing resource

Visitor Safety: Therve bave been a number of cases where visirors
nave suffered serious tjurics while taking part in activiiies along the
nveL

Fuaetlitivs

Space for Park Stallz The existing ofTiee lacilites ace inodeguate for
fhe current stalf st aed the visicer center buildiog does oot offer
apportunines for expansion

Inadequate Comfort Facilifies: Lxisting eomfon {resiroom)
factlities are madequare to kandle the amounr of visinres acvessimy, e
park doring peak porieds and special evenls,
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