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Parikwide Commercial Stock Outfitter Concession
Contracts/Environmental Assessment

Public Scoping Meetings
March 2013




Why are we here?

Yellowstone National Parkiisiproposing te: ISSUe REW

CONCESSIoN contracts for commercial guided sadadlerand
pack stock tours

ihe NPSHs preparing an
epvironmentaltassessment (EA)
o) eValuaie altermatives ana s
Impactsiassociated wiith T N e o R
activities proposedias il
part o1 a NEW ProspectUs.




Overview: of the EA Process

Public Scoping Comment Period for EA—Eebruany 238,
2013 to April 15, 2013*

PUblic Scoping OpentHouses—IViarch 20103 (Beozeman;
Jackson, West Yellowstone, Gardiner, Cody)*

Preparation ol the EA—Summer/Eall 2013
Release of the  EA for public comment=—=Ftall 2013
[sstiance oir Decision on EA

> Opportunities torprovide puklicinpUL and commenton
the EA.



Purpose and Need for the Action

[0 prepare: a NeW ProspectUs fior ISSUANCE Off conecession
contracts for guided saddle and pack: stock: tours

o continue and Improeve UnigUeVIsItor EXPERNENGESHN
the park using saddle and packiStOCK tOUNS

1o renew and evaltiate the methodelogy o

Implementingrsaddlie and packiSteoCK CONEAGCES aCECORAING
torapplicable rulestand regulations

Stahdardize operational pretecols torensure the
Protection Of parki feEsources anadiValUues through
monitering and adaptive managemeni



)
,\P\ﬂv
¢
) e
.ﬂ Q)
S
VJ X W
d m a4
a 10) J =0 S
S EERECE
A O n AN
y T 2 0
& =~ )
) = Y0 Q
v
O S @ @) Q)
' S S = o |
S — |.|. a ...fl\v. l.r.
) ) S Do ©
o > O T oA A
| B BB . N

O
-
=

&

!

S
c
C

J

]'
o
o

AN
O
-~
>)
°

Up) ~ A N
je oy =)
S QO 15 i «
T O wn M ,MM @)
4 9 . — 5D
e 12 (R
. ) , &= o \Im \..\vy
O ) L = AL o) mw
e sy G H D LS
o\ = c
SN/ [ o et/ AU [ N~
) e s s | dF @)
AN IS e DSV 25 L)
ol BAH B P e g




Potential Issues to be Addressed

Transport and proliferation o exotic planits by
commercial stock animals

Impactsito seils and Vegetation by stockand degradation
Off trails

Changes in commercial saddleranaipack StOCK USE GVER
timerand associated Impacts

Conilicts betWeen commercialisadalierand Pack Stock
USers and nikers

QUantifying day use of commercialsaddleranadipack
stock Users

Potential fior disease transmission l:om commercialstock



ectus Development

L’J

Contracts Expire in 201
Yellowstone Park willtis

Yellowstone Park expec
conitracts fior 2015

r—l

kS5 EXISting contiracts

/eJJJWJr\)ne Parkeexpec
pPreferentialiaehitor r.'r

BN

SUE aRf OREEXtENSION
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2014

Lo ISSUE NEW CORGESSIoN

EXIStING OPEratoKs vvJJ SEPER

SWACONGCESSIONICOoN:

ifelg



Current Commercial Operations

’he concessioner provides guided saddie and pack: tours
withinrthe boundaries o YellowstoneNationaltPark

ihe terms saddle andipack steckiInclUde nerSses, MUIES;
PUrres and llamas

Bothrevernighttana day: ridesfare clrently atithonized

CONCESSIGNEr ProVides a safe enjoyablertour, ensurng that
[ESOUKCES are accurately interpreted andiprotected



Ov

| Stay In designatea sites

I Reservation system

- Overnignt rides are permittead
PiiFtralltiromrcampsite

|+ Coggins: liest

L liralls closea for Commerciall Stock:




Day Rides

Day: rides are reportedin
a@Vance

. . - . "”’_";;-E-f_‘.g;i#"l- , Loolld g f :
Groups travelinisinglefile _ i e -
[Day: rides stay on designatead e P
trails A i o
Excepition: for ofi: trail travel: i AN
fishing or advance approval o P \\' N
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Number of Stock on Day Rides
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Yellowstom_e National Park  \y, mber of Stock on Day Rides 1994-2012
Commercial Stock Use

9,235

1994 1995 1986 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012




Yel IOWStone Natlonal Pa rk Note: In 2000, 2007, and 2011 there were extended closures {due to fire, high water, wet
. conditions) in the backcountry which impacted overall use and the total number of
StOCk U Se nghts 1992'20 12 permits issued. In 2007, Yellowstone started requiring all stock users to possess proof of

negative coggins tests for all equine stock brought into the park. 2004 was the first year
of the current contract for Guided Saddle and Pack Tours.
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I We neeayour Input on developmeni ol the
PrOSPECEUS

EATanG

reel need torEeValliatedinitherEAY
il Hat'sheuldive addresseantthe

/JJf concems regarding commercialisacaieranad
OUIFopEerationsHRRYEllowWsteonesNational Rarike?:

I Other ]SﬁJ 2S, cOmMEenits o gUEStIGNS?Y



How to Comment on the EA

YouU Can comment ina NUMBER ofi Way/s:

EflifouUt the fiorm: at this meeting andputintorthecomment
POX

On-line at the Planning, Envirenment andrPublic Commentt
\Website (PEPC)

Hanadrdeliveryour comments torYellowstone National Pankes
Miallroomin the AdministrationrBulldinginiviammoethrE ot
Sprngs, YWyoming

ViailyourcommeEnits to:

Yellowstone National Park

Atth: Parkwide Commercial Stockt @uithitterrConcession Gontacts/EA
PO BOX 168

Yellowstone National Park, VWY 82190


http://parkplanning.nps.gov/StockEA�
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